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Preface

_[his book grew out of a teacher’s frustration. In
~1989, Martha Francis of Lincoln County High School grew tired
of trying to teach a Kentucky studies elective course that had no
textbook. Nor did an appropriate one exist. She decided to do
something to remedy that, contacted the state historian at the
Kentucky Historical Society to be an advisor, and applied to the
Kentucky Humanities Council for a grant to study the problem.
Qut of that effort, this book resulted.

‘A teacher committee, chaired by Martha Francis, planned the
contents and tormat of the book. Other members of the commit-
tee were Robert Adkins of Madisonville/North Hopkins High
School, Lynda Coleman of Calloway County High School, Mac
Coleman of Calloway County Middle School, Greg Figgs of
Georgetown Middle School, Joyce Herald of Sebastian Middle
School (Breathitt County), Paul Herald of Breathitt County High
School, Tim Moore of Simon Kenton High School, and Susan
McCulloch-Vislisel of James G. Brown School (Louisville).

This group of teachers from across the state examined other
states’ approaches and looked at the needs for Kentucky. Results
of this examination indicated that some schools teach the course

. inatwo-semester format whereas others prefertoteach itonlyone . ...

semester; some teach it only to sophomores, others direct it
toward seniors. Therefore, maximum flexibility was needed, re-
sulting in the topical approach presented herein.

The committee discussed possible authors, contacted rhem,
and received expressions of interest. The eventual contributors
represented numerous disciplines—history, geography, anthro-
pology, political science, religious studies, education, economics,
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literature, music, and journalism —and made targe sacrifices to
complete the work in a very limited time frame. They represent
the best in scholarship on Kentucky.

A.special feature of this book is the student essays. A statewide
competition was held in 1991, and a panel of judges selected these
entries for publication. The quality of these essays demonstrates
the good work Kentucky students can do. Those involved in this
project hope other students in other years will research and write
about their own topics of interest. o L

To transform words on paper into a book required the effort -
of several groups. The Kentucky Humanities Council provided a
grant to determine how best to approach the task of putting
together a Kentucky studies texthook. The Kenrucky Historical
Society provided staff and logistical aid. The Kentucky Bicenten-
nial Commission made Our Kentucky their primary education
project. Their support and promotion of the project was invalu-
able, as were the resources of another of their efforts, The Kentucky
Encyclopedia, which proved important in the preparation of this
volume. The Ashland Oil Foundation, a longtime friend of
education, provided funds for this long-overdue project. Out ¢
such a cooperative effort this work evolved.

Numerous people have aided in this project, and attempting
to list all will undoubtedly result in some omissions. With apolo-
gies to those who should be included but are not, we do thank the
following for their help, support, and inspiration: Elizabeth Adler,
Thomas H. Appleton, Jr., Mary Margaret Bell, Terry Birdwhistell,
Joy Blanton, Amanda Brown, Clay Campbell, Nijel Clayton,
Harriet Fowler, Ruth Scott French, Jan Gevedon, Glenda Harned,
Nancy Hill, Pat Hodges, David Hood, Sr., John Hudson, Susan
Lyons Hughes, Vicky Middleswarth, David Morgan, Helen Prewitt,
John Scarry, Sherry Sebastian, Virginia Smith, Allan Steinberg,

Herb Weddington, Jenny Wilder, and Mary Winter.

For Martha Francis, the teachers and authors involved in the
project, the student essay winners, and all the supporting groups,
I welcome you to these pages—ones that open Kentucky’s past
and present to all readers. An interesting and informative voyage
of discovery about the commonwealth awaits those who explore
Qur Kentucky. Enjoy.

James C. Klotter



O Fort at Boonesborough, 1775,
[Wood engraving from Lewis Collins's Historical Sketches of Kenrucky, {847.)



Figure 1.1 Kentucky's Place in the Nation




CHAPTTER 1

Geography

Dennis L. Spetz

T

‘E‘he Bluegrass State, which is officially called a
commonwealth rather than a state, contains 40,395 square miles
of diverse natural and cultural features. This great variety makes
Kentucky an interesting place for geography students to study.
While reading this chapter, you are advised to consult an atlas or
map to accompany and enrich the text. For a more detailed
analysis, consult the Atlas of Kentucky published by the Univer-
sity Press of Kentucky or A Geography of Kentucky by Wilford A.
Bladen, both of which are available in many libraries.

By examining Kentucky’s position on a map of the United
States, you can see that the commonwealth is a border state,
sandwiched between the North and the South. (See Figure 1.1.)
While a resident of Michigan might think of Kentucky as “south-
ern,” a citizen of Alabama might consider Kentucky to be part of
the “lower middle west.” Location is, after all, a relative as well
as an absolute geographic factor. And Kentucky's border status is
reflected in the fact that the president of the United States during

S the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln. and the president of the

Confederacy, Jefferson Davis, were both born in the common-
wealth.

Kentucky's greatest width is the 458 miles between western
Fulton County and the eastern tip of Pike County. Along this line
is a great variety of landforms, from the lowlands of the west to
the Appalachian Uplands in the east. The longest north-south
distance is only 171 miles.
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Kentucky is bounded by seven states. Ohio, Indiana, and
[Hinois form the northern border, and Missouri lies to the west.
Tennessee is located south of the Bluegrass State, and Virginia and
West Virginia make up the eastern boundary. The shape of
Kentucky is very irregular because of the natural features used for
boundaries. The noted historian Thomas D. Clark has described
the state as having a shape similar to that of 2 “humped camel.”

On the north, 664 miles of the Ohio River form the boundary,
and the Ohio then joins the Mississippi River to make up the.
western border. The Big Sandy River, which enters the Ohio at
Catlettsburg, makes up the northeastern border. Kenrucky’s
southeastern border with Virginia runs nottheast to southwest
along Cumberland and Pine mountains.

The southern boundary of Kentucky was surveyed before
statehood. The line between Virginia and North Carolina was
surveyed westward by Dr. Thomas Walker to the Tennessee River.
Walker did not survey the line on to the Mississippi. Following the
Jackson Purchase in 1818, the western boundary of Kentucky was
completed on to the Mississippi along latitude thirty-six and one
half degrees north. This resulted in eighteen square miles of lanc
that is now part of Fulton County being cut off from the rest of
the state. This parcel of land, which can only be reached by land
by traveling into Tennessee, is known as the New Madrid or
Kentucky “Bend.”

Climate

The climate of aplace is noted as irs average annual atmospheric
conditions—-that is, annual temperature and precipitation pat-
terns. Kentucky hasa temperate climate because of its mid-latitude
location. In general, temperatures in eastern and northern Ken- -
tucky can be expected to be cooler than those in southern Kentucky
and the Purchase Region. Weather systems usually move from west
to east through the state with cold air masses from Canada moving
in during the winter months and warm, moist air masses from the
Gulf of Mexico moving in in the summer months. Mean annual
temperatures range from 54°F in the north and east to 58° in the
southwest, with January averages in the low 30s and July averages
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in the 705 statewide.. Average precipitation totals 45 inches
annually, with the lowest amounts in northern Kentucky and
totals approaching 50 inches along the Tennessee border. Cli-
tatic statistics are shown in Table 1.1.

The period of time between the last killing frosts in rhe spring
and the first in the fall is known as the “growing season.” This is
of particular interest to Kenrtucky’s farmers because it influences
what crops can be planted and expected to mature within those
periods of time. In Kentucky, the shortest growing seasons are
about six months in the northern and eastern regions of the state,
and the longest is about seven months in the extreme southwest.

Table 1.1 Climatic Statistics for Selected Kentucky Stations
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug Sepr. Ocr. Now.

Bowling Green

Temp. 356 384 463 578 66.7 75.0 78.1 769 703 539.1 464
Prec. 462 442 546 418 417 424 412 301 3.02 239 402
Covington

Temp. 311 333 417 53.9 632 721 756 744 678 56.8 43.8
Prec. 334 304 409 364 374 381 412 262 255 215 308
Lexington

Temp. 329 353 436 553 647 130 7.2 750 686 578 446
Prec. 395 342 480 3.87 4.16 431 483 340 2.65 212 3.36
Louisville

Temp. 333 358 441 56.1 649 729 758 74.6 682 573 44.8
Prec. 3.53 347 505 410 420 405 376 299 294 235 3.33
Murray

Temp. 36.8 398 478 595 676 757 785 777 0.7 602 481
Prec., 4.25 423 527 427 425 377 390 327 328 2.8 412
Owensboro

Temp. 349 379 460 579 66.8 753 782 768 702 595 46.6
Prec. 401 351 506 433 438 380 345 308 324 230 3.59
Paducah

Temp. 36.0 389 471 592 67.7 761 792 778 708 60.2 476
Prec. 405 349 4.87 412 488 403 3166 327 328 263 378
Pikeville

Temp. 38.1 402 47.7 58.8 67.1 742 771 763 704 598 477
Prec. 338 362 432 360 384 412 506 350 341 215 291
Somerset

cooTemp. ....364 394 462 565650723 .75.3..744. 685 .57.5..463 .

Prec. 488 475 507 416 397 473 463 370 325 239 3.87
Williamsburg

Temp. 378 398 473 579 66.1 73.2 760 750 692 586 47.2
Prec. 436 428. 479 401 395 414 509 362 289 259 3.76

NOTE: All temperatures are in degrees Fahrenheir and all precipitation is in inches.
Data from Atas of Kentucky.
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Waterways

Kentucky contains more miles of waterways than any other srate
except Alaska. (See Figure 1.2.) Many of these streams have been
improved by the construction of dams and locks, which provide

Scale
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Figure 1.2 Rivers and
Lakes [Source: Kentucky:
A Geographical and
Historical Perspective.

Lexington, 1989.]

flood protection and hydroelectricity and allow them to be used
for water transportation. From east to west, major rivers include
the Big Sandy, Licking, Kentucky, Green, Cumberland, and
Tennessee. All of these flow into the Ohio. Green River is the
longest in Kenrtucky, flowing 370 miles from Lincoln County to
itsmouth at Henderson. Both the Cumberland and the Tennessee
have been converted into man-made lakes (Lake Barkley and
Kentucky Lake) by the construction of dams. This western region
is referred to by some as Kentucky’s Water Wonderland because
of the many recreational opportunities provided by places such as
Lake Barkley, Kenlake, and Kentucky Dam Village state resort
parks. A third man-made lake is Lake Cumberland, which was
constructed by the damming of the Cumberland River in southern
Russell County.



GEOGRAPHY -5

Place:Names-

Kentucky's place names are often clues to the stare’s history or
economicactivities. The name Kentucky itself is generally thought
to be from an Indian word meaning “great prairie” or “meadow,”
and Paducah is named in honor of a supposed Indian chief,
Paduke. Washington and Jefferson counties are named for presi-
dents of the United States, and Lincoln County, one of three
original counties, is named in honor of General Benjamin Lin-
coln, a Revolutionary War officer who later served as Secretary
of War.

French influence is reflected in the names Bourbon, Fayette,

-Louisville, and Versailles, whose pronunciation leaves non-Ken-

tuckians in amazement. Other Kentucky towns named after major
foreign cities include Madrid, Dublin, London, and Glasgow,
where Scottish tradition is carried on each vear with the annual
Highland Festival. Natural resources used to name places in
Kentucky include Petroleum, Stone, Limestone, and, of course,
Coal. Kay Jay evolved from an abbreviation for the Kentucky
Jellico Coal Company. Similarly, Seco in Letcher County is
named for the Southeast Coal Company and Viceo in Perry
County for the Virginia Iron, Coal, and Coke Company.

Biblical names include Bethlehem, Bethel, and Berea. Place
names representing fish and animals include Elk, Sturgeon, Sun-
fish, and Wolf. The sources of the names Iuka, Azof, Panco, and
Kragon may be known only to the early inhabitants who provided
those names. And for persons looking for something to doy Jump,
Go Forth, Stay, and Bet offer an interesting variety of possible
activities. '

A ranking of Kentucky’s twenty-five largest cities (1980 and
1990) is shown in Table 1.2. Though often perceived as a rural
state, Kentucky is, in terms of population, actually more urban.
Estimates in 1990 indicate that seven out of ten Kentuckians lived
in or near urban areas.
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Table 1.2 Kentucky’s 25 Largest Cities
Based on 1990 Census figures, not including suburbs except for Lexington, which
includes all of Fayetre County. The 1980 ranks are in parentheses,
City . 1980 1990 Nuamber % Change
1. Louisville (1) 298,694 269,063 -29,631 99
2. Lexington/Fayerte (2) 204,165 225,366 21,201 104
3. Owensboro (3) 54,959 53,549 -1,410 26
4. Covingron (4) 49,585 43,264 -6,321 -12.7
5. Bowling Green (5) 40,450 40,641 191 . 0.5
6. Hopkinsville {7) 29,386 29,6809 423 14
7. Paducah (6) . 129,315 27,256 22,059 - A
8. Frankfort (9) 25,973 25,968 -5 0.0
9. Hendessan (10) 24,834 25,945 1,111 4.5
10. Ashland (8) 27,064 23,622 23,442 -12.7
11. Jeffersentown {16} 19,814 23,221 3,407 7.2
12. Richmond (11} 21,705 21,155 -550 -2.5
i3. Radcliff (20) 14,656 19,772 5,116 349
14. Newport (12) 21,587 18,871 -2,716 -12.6
15. Florence (17) 15,586 18,624 3,038 19.5
16. Elizabethtown (18) 15,380 i8,167 2,787 8.1
17. Madisonville (13) 16,979 16,200 -779 -4.6
18. Fort Thomas (15) 6,012 16,032 20 0.1
9. Erlanger (21) 14,466 15,979 1,513 10.6
20. St. Matthews (23) 14,409 15,800 1,391 9.7
21. Winchester {19) 15,216 15,799 583 3.
22. Shively {14) 16,645 15,535 -1,110 6.7
23. Murray (22) 14,248 14,439 191 1.3
24. Nicholasville (30) 10,400 13,603 3,203 308
25. Danville (25) 12,942 12,420 -522 -4.0
Source: Louisville Courier-Journal, Jan. 26, 1991, A6.

Regions

When geographers examine an area, they often divide the land
into smaller parts, or regions. Regions are areas of land that have
common characteristics that set them apart from other regions.
The regional approach can include cultural regions such as those
with distinctive language or religions, or physical regions distin-
guished by climate, natural vegetation, or physical landscapes. For
our purposes, we will examine Kenrucky’s physical regions—those
areas having similar physical landscapes.

Kentucky has five major regions. From west to east, they
include the Jackson Purchase, Western Coal Field, Pennyroyal
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i - . {Sourze: P.P. Koran and
(pronounced Pennyrile), Bluegrass, and Mountains<{also known - Cotion Mather. eds. Atlas of

as the Eastern Coal Field). (See Figure 1.3.) Each is identified as  Kentucky. Lexingeon, 1977 ]
having unique landforms and, in many cases, unique environ-
mental problems.

Jackson Purchase

Kentucky'’s western region -is known as-the-Jackson Purchase
because it was purchased from the Chickasaw-Indians in 1818 by
General Andrew Jackson. It is the smallest.regionvof the state;.
containing eight counties, all west of the Ténnessee:River (now
Kentucky Lake). Elevations in this region-are among.the lowest
in the state, generally below 350 feet above sealevel: Where the
Mississippi River leaves Kentucky in southwestern Fulton County,

~the-state’s Towest elevat ion; 238 feet above sea level, 5 found.
Much of this region is made up of river terraces and bottom-
lands that contain fertile soils. A major natural disadvantage is
that in times of flooding these potential agricultural areas are
often underwater and cannot be cultivared until they dry out. In
spite of this, agricultural employment in the region tends to-be:
higher than the average for all the state’s counties.



8- OUR KENTUCKY

Figure 1.4 Lake Barkley

Resort Park {Kentucky
Aepariment of Trave!

Development) .

Paducah, the state’s seventh largest city, is the retail and
commercial “capital” of the region. Much of the region’s manu-
facturing is located here, with a secondary manufacturing area
near Calvert City, where chemical and smelting industries are
located to take advantage of water transportation and inexpensive
electrical power.

The Purchase was home to prehistoric people who lived here
from approximately A.p. 900 to 1300. Surviving as farmers and
hunters, these Mississippian Indians are known as temple-mound

builders because they built flat-topped -mounds for cersnianisl =

uses. One such site that can be visited is at Wickliffe in Ballard
County.

This region has been more closely aligned with the South than
have the other regions in Kentucky. This tie was probably estab-
lished when the region was a major producer of cotton because its



GEOGRAPHY - ¢

longer growing season made cultivating that crop possible. Look-
ing at a map, you can see that the Purchase is much closer to
Memphis, Tennessee, than it is o Louisville. This southern
orientation can be noted in regional names as well as the inhab-
itants’ food preferences.

Pennyroyal

Kentucky’s largest region is the Pennyroyal, named for a member
of the-mint plant family. The region, containing 35 of the-state’s
120 counties, covers about 30 percent of the state, from the Ohio
River on the north, to Tennessee on the south, and east to west
from the Cumberland Plateau to the Tennessee River. To the

“north, it encircles another Kentucky region, the West-
ern Coal Field.

In the central portions of the Pennyroyal near
Bowling Green, the limestone rock under the surface
of the earth has been eroded by water over long periods
of time, forming numerous underground caves and
surface sinkholes. In recent years, this extensive sys-
tem of caves and caverns has become a major environ-
mental problem area. The movement of untreated
sewage and wastewater through this maze of under-
ground passageways has polluted drinking water sup-
plies for many residents. The problem is made more
serious for residents because of the:large number of
tourists who visit the region’s naturalawonder, Mam-
moth Cave, each year, adding substantially to the
amount of wastewater requiring treatment.

Agriculture is the most conspicuousactivity in the
Pennyroyal. Counties here are leading producers of
corn, soybeans, hay, cattle, and hogs. In addition to the air-cured  Figure 1.5 Mammoth

e bur{eytobacco foundhere,the . reg[onalso produces A Teaf Cavie Nasisnal Park i the
Pennyroyal Region
(Kentucky Department of
Bowling Green and Hopkinsville are the two largest cities in  Travel Developmens).

the region. A portion of Bowling Green’s population is made up
of students, faculty, and staff at Western Kentucky University,
while Hopkinsville residents include military personnel and their:
dependents stationed at Fort Campbell. The region also includes
the U.S. Army Armor Installation at Fort Knox.

tobacco, which is cured by air or by fire.
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In addition to Mammoth Cave, the world’s
system, the Pennyroyal conrains a variety of tourist
The Tennessee Valley Authority’s Land Between th
educational and recreational facility with a visito
Student Essay :

largest cave
attractions,
e Lakes is an
's center at

Caves: Kentucky’s Natural Wonders

One of the major geographic features of Kentucky is its caves. Caves have been
forming throughout Kentucky for thousarids ‘of years: _Some-ar‘_e?'Estiri'l‘fOi‘iiiing '
‘today. “sze caves,” as they are called; have sfreaxﬂ$ﬁ;énd'¢rﬁeks_'tmh1g
through the r Cavertis, conistantly cutting fiew and larger passageways.

The thost fathous is Mammoth Cave,-'wh_ic‘h was founded as'a national
park in 1941. Mammoth Cave is in Edmonson County just northeast of Bowl-
ing Green and'contains more than three hundred miles af explored caverns.
The 1.75 million people who visit annually can see up 1o twelve miles of the
larger caverns in the tour. '

; ouind the caves of Kentucky in the late eighteenth century, but
there is‘evidenee that prehistoric Indians inhabited the caves much earlier.
-Oneof t rimary uses of caves in ourhistory is the mining of saltperer.
Saltperer is the common name for potassium nitrate, a compound deposited in
caves; and is an‘essential and importane ingredient in gun powder. [t was mined
SRS tucky for that use duri-;t‘_ig;'-;t‘ﬁé"Warof -1‘8'1'j32',11'Mény of the caves
r the war ended and left for tourist use. Except for Mam-
i1l thee tourist caves weﬁ't’e;':c_i_amplete--faii_ureé.
er [ was-given the oppé:ruuiity.&imugﬁh the Kentucky
s-Program to go spelunking (cave expib';ing)._'We explored a
‘r'emai_ns of a saltpeter mining operation still stood. It was
ve, but it satisfied our beginners’ curiosity. From there, we
r “live” cave in Rockcastle County.. .'
1about a hundred yard through a very cold creek. From
igher ground and jux}if}edi‘(:reviéés that some people in our
st impassable. To top that off, we crawled on our bellies
through a wormi hole for about forty yards until it opened into a beautiful dome
125 feet high with a skylight at the top. Seeing that was worth-five times as
much effort as  hid made to get then

thiere we nioved to h
group found almost i

Caving is an experience that one should not pass up (although, of course,
it should be undertaken only with careful training and supervision). My caving
experience is something that I will remember ail my life. Some of
in the world are found in Kentucky. Take advantage of that fact.

Tripp Tibbetes

the best caves

Almo, Kentucky
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Golden Pond. State resort parks at Green River, Cumberland
River, Barren River, and Rough River lakes attract large numbers
of visitors from Kentucky and surrounding states. For example,
large numbers of Ohio cars pulling boat trailers to and from
Kentucky’s lakes are known as the “Ohio Navy” by local citizens.

Western Coal Field..

The Western Coal Field'is a circular region bounded:on the east,
south, and west by the Pennyroyal and on the northeby'the Ohio
River. Kentucky’s third largest city, Owensboro, isin:this region,
as are Madisonville and Henderson. The Western Coal Field is

Figure 1.6 Kentucky
tobacco (Kentucky
Department of Travel
Development).

a portion of the larger interior coal field that extends through

“southern Illinois and southwestern Indiana. Coal mining, though
only one of many economic activities in this region, provides
employment for many Kentucky families.

Coal is mined by either deep shaft or strip mining methods.
Shaft mining involves digging a shaft down to the coal seam and
mining the coal under the ground. Instrip mining, the overburden,
the layer of rock over the coal seam (a layer of coal), is stripped
away. After the coal is removed, the land is to be returned to its
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Figure 1.7 A horse farm
in the Bluegrass region
(Kentucky Department of
Travel Development}.

-

original contour through a process called strip mine reclamation.
When properly reclaimed, strip mined land can be put to other
uses. Where reclamation has not been done properly, soil erosion,
silting of streams, and pollution of surface water pose serious
threats to the environment.

Manufacturing is an important component of the region’s
economy, as is agriculture. Electronics, metal working, distilling,
and tobacco processing are leading manufacturing activities.
Some of the best agricultural soils are found in this region.
Western Coal Field counties are leaders in the production of
soybeans, corn, and hogs. Dark and burley tobaccos are also
produced here. An additional product is timber, which can be
used for furniture and veneers.

Bluegrass

In the minds of many Americans, the Bluegrass is perhaps the
most typical region of Kentucky. Images of rolling fields, painted
board fences, elaborate barns, and thoroughbred horses come
mind when the Bluegrass is mentioned. '

The region is Kentucky’s third largest, after the Pennyroyal
and the Mountains. It is bounded on three sides by low hills known
as the Knobs. Some geographers list
these rounded hills as the sixth
physiographic region of Kentucky.
On the north, the region is bounded
by the Ohio River.

The Bluegrass region was the
destination of many early travelers,
TwoofKentucky'soldest settlements,
Forts Boonesborough and Harrod,
are here. Many early settlers reached
these settlements by way of the
Cumbetland Gap; others traveled west on the Ohio River to
Limestone (now Maysville) and then overland into the Bluegrass:

A triangular area within the region, bounded by three inter-
state highways, contains the highest concentration of Kentucky's
population. The area enclosed by Interstate 64 from Louisville to
Lexington, Interstate 75 north to Boone, Kenton, and Campbell
counties, and Interstate 71 southwest to Louisville makes up th
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“Golden Triangle™ of Kentucky. Several smaller urban areas are
alsozincluded in this triangle, with Frankfort, the state capital,
roughly at the center.

The region dominates Kentucky's manufacturing, with the
largest manufacturing employment in the Louisville and Lexing-
ton areas. The recent addition of the Toyota automobile plant in
Scott County has increased manufacturing employment there, as
well as in many smaller Kentucky towns and cities that provide
parts for Toyota.

Agricultiire is also an'importarit part of the'region’s economy,
with burley tobacco, dairy and beef cattle; corn, hay, and soybeans
as major crops. An equally important “agricultural” component
is the raising of thoroughbred horses, which are sold at seasonal

_sales at Keeneland and elsewhere.

Several famous recreational facilities are located here, includ-
ing thoroughbred horse racing tracks at Churchill Downs, Ellis
Park, Turfway, and Keeneland. Trotters and pacers can be seen
at Riverside Downs in Henderson and at the Red Mile in Lex-
ington. Perhaps the most outstanding horse attraction in the
state, the Kentucky Horse Park, welcomes thousands of visitors
annually to its grounds just north of Lexington.

Mountains

Kentucky’s easternmost region is the Mountains, containing all

or part of thirty-five counties and covering=an estimated 10,500
square miles of territory. The region contains.many small towns

and has only two-cities~——Ashland and:Middlesboro—reporting
populations over 10,000 tesidents in the 1990 census. Both cities
serve as gateways to Kénrucky, Ashland along the Ohio River and
Middlesboro fortravelers entering through-Cumberland Gap.
This region of Kentucky is a part of the: Appalachian system
that stretches from northern Georgia and:Alabama north to New

York State. Most of eastern Kentucky belongs to an Appalachian

subregion known as the Appalachian Plateau, but extreme south-
eastern Kentucky is a part of the Ridge and Valley area. The region
contains the highest elevations in Kentucky. Big Black Mountain
in Harlan County is the highest point in the state at 4,145 feet
above sea level. Although the entire area is popularly considered
to be mountainous, in truth much of the area is not made up of

13
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Figure 1.8 The Cumberland Gap area in the Mountains
Region (Kentucky Deparmment of Travel Development).
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mountains in an absolute sense. Over the years erosion has cut
into the Appalachian Plateau, leaving narrow V-shaped valleys
surrounded by imposing hills. Travelers driving along the valley
bottoms are given the impression that they are traveling “through
the mountains” because of the great differences in elevation
between the tops of hills and the valley hottoms.

There is very little level land in the region, seriously restrict-

ing agricultural activities. What farming does rake place is limited
in size and is often found in the valleys, where pockets of
productive alluvial soils (soils deposited by moving water) can be
found. The result of settlement is often a winding ribbon-like
pattern following lowland areas along streams where roads and
rail lines have also been developed.
- Bituminous coal is the principal mineral resource of the
region, although it varies in quality and thickness of seam from
place to place. In many areas, coal mining is the backbone of the
local economy, providing jobs for miners and coal haulers. When
times are good and the demand and prices for coal are high, the
economy flourishes; however, when the opposite is true, the.
economy suffers. Another factor that has restricted employment
is the increase of mechanization, replacing miners with ma-
chines. This is reflected not only in the economy but also in the
music of the region, as in a traditional song about the “Joy” loader,
a coal-loading machine, taking jobs away from miners.

An environmental problem associated with coal mining is the
large number of areas damaged by strip mining and not properly
reclaimed. Recent strict reclamation regulations have helped to
solve this problem, but, in spite of legislation, strip mining has
created major environmental problems for many sections of the
region.

Manufacturing employment in this region is among the lowest
in the state. Considerable efforts have been made to encourage

--manufacturers-to locate-plants-here; and-the building- of major--

roads has created a transportation system that would allow manu-
factured goods to be shipped out. The irony is that those roads
instead offer the opportunity for residents to commute out of the
region to seek employment elsewhere.

A possible benefit of the creation of roads and highways is thar
the region can be opened up for more tourism, for some of the
most spectacular scenery in Kentucky is located here. It is not
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surprising that seven of the state’s fifceen resort parks are located
in this region. Cumberland Falls, Pine Mountain, Buckhom Lake,
Natural Bridge, Jenny Wiley, Carter Caves, and Greenbo Lake
parks provide outstanding accommodations as well as scenic
beauty for visitors all year long.
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Summary

As aborder state, Kentucky is in a unique geographical position,
sandwiched berween the North and the South. Because of itsmid-
latitude location, Kentucky has a temperate climate. Five major
physical regions, each with unique characteristics, make up Ken. -
tucky: Jackson Purchase, Pennyroyal, Western Coal Field, Blue-
grass, and Mountains,

Kentucky is geographically an ideal place to study because of
the great diversity in natural and culrural features that give
character to the state. Geographers ask where certain features ar
located and why they are located there and not somewhere els.
You should also ask those questions as you study each chapter in
this text. By doing so, you will have a better appreciation of how
location influences many other. aspects of Kentucky.
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The Ancient Past

Nancy O'Malley

This chapter concerns the study of Kentucky's
prehistoric past through archaeology. Archaeology is part of the
larger discipline of anthropology, which involves the study of
many aspects of human culture. Archaeology focuses on human
cultures and societies that no longer exist as distinct, recognizable
groups, although they may still have living descendants. Prehis-
toric peoples in Kentucky lived during the centuries before the
arrival of European settlers in the Americas. In Kentucky, prehis-
tory extends from as early as 12,000 years ago to about A.D. 1750.
People who lived in Kentucky during this period are commonly
called Indians, Narive Americans, or aboriginal groups. They left
no written records to tell us about their beliefs, social customs, or
lifestyles. Archaeologists tely primarily on the material remains,
or artifacts, that prehistoric people left behind-on archaeological
sites to reconstruct the culture history of Kentucky’s past. In this
chapter, we will discuss how archaeologists study human culture
and how their views and reconstructions of the past have changed
through time. We will also examine a picture. of the past, a

based on modern inferences from the study of archaeological sites
and artifacts.

Betore discussing Kentucky’s culture history, we should be
aware of the materials and information thar archaeologists study.
Since archaeologists study past cultures, they must rely on physical
remains such as tools, pottery, ornaments, and other artifacts, or
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Figure 2.1 Modem
excavation using heavy
equipment and hard labor,
in Jefferson County.
(Courtesy of Boyce N,
Drriskell. }

features such as hearths, house patterns, trash-filled storage pits,
or burials that leave distinctive traces in the ground. Physical
remains are subject to many agents that modify or even destroy
them, thus making the archaeologist’s job more difficult. For
instance, animal bones dis-
carded after a meal may be
completely decomposed over
time if they are buried in a
site with highly acidic soil.

cordage, and sandals made
from grass are quickly de-
stroyed by the processes of
decormposition of most sites,
being preserved only when
they are left in very dry
rockshelters or caves or un-
der other conditions in
which decompasition bacteria do not thrive. ‘

The most common artifacts in prehistoric sites are those made
from various kinds of stone (particularly flint or chert) and fire
clay. Bone, antler, and shell items are frequently preserved but are
subject to decomposition depending on site circumstances. If a
site has not been highly disturbed by later historic plowing or
other earth-moving activities, archaeologists can also identify
areas where specific activities took place, such as cooking hearths,
graves, patterns of filled postholes where buildings once stood,
and pits where foodstuffs were once stored.

Archaeologists study such clues and use a wide variety of
sometimes highly technical methods to extract as much information
abourt prehistoric peoples as possible. Despite the fact that many
culrural traits are not preserved in physical form, archaeologists
are still able to reconstruct-many-aspects of prehistoric life.

Perceptions of Prehistory

Arch_aeologists use different theories to explain and interpret the
artifacts and archaeological sites they study. These theories have

Artifacts such as matting;. - i
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changed over the years. As new theoretical approaches and
techniques are invented or adopted, our interpretations of the
past will conrinue to change and, one hopes, become more
refined, objective, and accurate.

Archaeology was not practiced as a professional discipline
until the mid-nineteenth century when the larger discipline of
anthropology developed asa more scientific and organized endeavor.
Before this time, observations about living Indians were occasionally
published by explorers, missionaries, former captives, or other
Euro-Americans. Archaeologicalsites, particularly earthen mounds
and earthworks, were investigated by curious antiquarians but
little scientific information accumulated.

In 1784, John Filson, a promoter, speculator, and historical
chronicler, published an account of the Indians in Kentucky,
focusing on the Bluegrass region, where the earliest European
settlements were located. His writings provide good examples of
the assumptions people held about Indians and prehistory in the
late eighteenth century. Two of the falsely held ideas in his book
are particularly imporrant because they shaped popular opinions
about Indians and affected research efforts for many years to come.

Filson reported that Kentucky did not have any resident
Indians but was a “dark and bloody ground” that was tought over,
first by Indians against Indians, then by Indians against settlers.
The origin of this belief, which we now know to be false, can be
traced to a statement made by a young Indian named Dragging
Canoe in 1771. He said that Kentucky was a “bloody ground under
a dark cloud.” The settlers interpreted his remark to mean that
Indians did not own or live in Kentucky but only fought over it.
This made many settlers feel they could setrle in Kentucky
without being concerned about prior claims by the Indians. Filson
reinforced this idea when he printed it in his book, and it was
widely quoted afterward. What Dragging Canoe probably meant

[roquois and that blood shed over the conﬂlctmg clalms was
inevitable. This, in fact, happened during Kentucky's early settle-
ment period as the Shawnee struggled to maintain their conrrol
of the land.

Filson also promoted the equally false idea that the Indians the
settlers encountered were not the descendants of the people who
built the earthen mounds and elaborate earthworks seen in the

19
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Bluegrass region. This notion reinforced the idea that the Indians

had no legitimate claim to Kentucky. Some scholars argued that
the mounds and earthworks were not only unrelated to the Indians
but that they had been built by a race of “white [ndians.” Some
people went so far as to identify these “Mound Builders” as the lost
tribes of Israel, Romans, or Egyptians. Modern studies of how
prehistoric Indians were distributed across Kentucky’s landscape
indicate that, late in prehistory and during the time when Furo-
pean settlers were entering Kentucky, Indians settled more fre-
quently along the Ohio and other large rivets and-did not live in
the uplands and interior region as much as they had previously.
Settlers saw the mounds and other prehistoric remains in one area
and the Indians in another, making it easier to believe the two
were unrelated. In fact, the Indians the settlers encountered when
they came to Kentucky are now thought to be the descendants of
the prehistoric peoples who built the mounds.

Despite some erroneous assumptions, archaeologists from the
mid-ninereenth century through the first quarter of the twentieth
century made
significant ad

vances in lo-
cating and de-

Floor Lavel

scribing prehis-
toric archaeo-
logical sites.
Large, highly

Cave Sard

Figure 2.2 Applications of
stratographic principles in
Mammoth Cave
 excavations. ( Redra@ing
of figure in Douglas W
Schawartz, Conceptions of
Kentucky Prehistory,
Lexington, 1967.)

Cave Sand 9 . st visible sires,
such as mounds
and earthworks,
were most com-

monly noted and described, but some sites without mounds also
received attention. Large village sites with abundant artifacts—
such as the Fox Farm Site in Mason County, Mammoth Cave, and
the shell mounds of the Green River Valley provided informa-
tion on other site types.

During this time of description, archaeologists also divided
Kentucky into “archaeological culture areas” by sorting sites and
the artifacts associated with them into similar groups and making
assumptions about the Indians who produced them. These efforts
did not take into consideration chronology, or the dating of
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different cultures. In fact, many nineteenth-century scholars thought
that prehistory only lasted a few thousand years and so assumed
closer relationships among cultures than actually existed. Ideas
about chronological relationships began to change when the
stratigraphic method was applied to excavation of sites. Stratigraphy
is the distribution of archaeological remains that is recognizable
as one excavates successive levels of soil in a site. The simplest
stratigraphic relationship is one in which earlier archaeological
remains are buried deeper than those dating from a later time. Nels
C. Nelson applied the concept of stratigraphy to his excavations
in Mammoth Cave, where he recognized an earlier culture rep-
resented by simple stone tools, no pottery, and no evidence of
agriculture, followed by a culture with evidence of corn, pottery,
and different types of artifacts. The recognition of successive,
chronologically dis-
tinct cuitures was im-
portant, but the
amount of time they
involved was yet to be
determined.

- In1927,Kentucky
archaeology entered
the professional ranks
with the establishment
of a Department of
Anthropology and
Archaeology ar the
University of . Ken-
tuckyinLexingron. Dr.
William S. Webb, a
physicist, and Dr.
William D. Funkhouser, a zoologist; were appointed to serve as

__the department’s only faculty. They launched an-ambiticus and. -

extensive program of archaeological research within the state,
resulting in site collections that are still being studied by modern
archaeologists. Their early work included excavations of rock
shelrers in the eastern mountains and of village and cemetery sites
in western Kentucky. They also solicited site locations and de-
scriptions from citizens throughout the state and published an
archaeological survey of Kenrucky sites in 1932.

Figure 2.3 Dr. William S.
Webb's excavation of an
Adena burial mound
(Unieersiyof Kentsicky ™
Museum of Anthropology) .
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Figure 2.4 Determining

stone tool functon by
microscopic identification
of use wear,

Although neither man was trained in archaeological tech-
nique or theory, Webb and Funkhouser were competent scholars
and, with time, their practice of archaeology improved. During
the Great Depression (1929-1941), they were assisted in their
efforts by the Works Progress Administration (WPA), which
provided funds to employ hundreds of men in excavating ar-
chaeological sites all over Kentucky. These excavarions focused
primarily on large earthen mounds in the central Bluegrass region
and the shell mounds of the Green River area, although some
work continued on smaller rock shelter sites in the eastern
mountains. This research resulted in the accumulation of massive
quantities of artifacts and site information, and it quickly became
apparent that the old classifications and theoretical approaches
were inadequate to the task of interpreting this new evidence.

In 1948, radiocarbon dating was developed. Archaeologists
couldfor the first time determine how old prehistoric sites acrually
were. Immediately, application of this method indicated that the
prehistoric period was thousands of years older than had been
realized. Webb was quick to adopt this technique, and it has
remained a crucial part of the arsenal of archae
logical techniques ever since.

Archaeological research continued to pros-
perin Kentuckyasother professional archaeologists
conducted research in the state and as other
anthropology departments were established at
regional universities. A major boost of archaeo-
logical research was the passage of federal legis-
larion in the 1960s that required that federally
assisted construction projects identify and inves-
tigate endangered culturally significantsites. This
legislation ushered in the era of “contractarchae-
ology™” and has been responsible for the recording
of thousands of sites and many full-scale excava-
tions in the commonwealth. '

Many other improvements in archaeological
theory and techniques have also been developed.
Among them are the use of computers, improved
dating techniques, the study of plant and animal
remains to reconstruct prehistoric diet, and the
determination of tool function by microscopi-



THE ANCIENT PA-ST -

cally examining evidence of use on tool edges. Although there are
still many gaps in our knowledge and much research remains to
be conducted, archaeologists have made major strides in recon-
structing Kentucky's prehistoric past and explaining how and why
culture changes. ‘

Culture History

Aurchacologists have used the results of many years of scholarly
research on archaeological sites in Kentucky to reconstruct a
culture history that covers many aspects of the life of the aborigi-
nal inhabitants of the commonwealth. This culture history covers
approximately 12,000 years, from the first entry of Native Ameri-
cans into Kentucky to about A.D. 1750, when the effects of Eu-
ropean culture becomes recognizable in archaeological sites.

Prehistory in Kentucky is divided into four major chronologi-
cal periods, each covering a particular segment of time and
characterized by different cultural traits. These time periods are
a device by which archaeologists divide the 12,000 years or so of
prehistoric life to simplify research efforts. (See Table 2.1.) The
chronological periods are

Paleoindian—12,000-10,000 B.p. (before present)

Archaic—10,000-3,000 s.p.

Woodland—3,000-1,000 B.p.

Late Prehistoric—1,000-240 B.p,

The following sections will discuss each time period individually,
focusing on four major cultural dimensions: sertlement patterns,
foodways, ritual/religion, and social organization. Interwoven
among these topics is information on the technological levels and
innovations reached at various times in prehistory. The term

“settlement patterns” tefers to the distribution of different types

of archaeological sites across the landscape. Foodways concern
prehistoric dietand the procurement, production, processing, use,
consumption, and discarding for animals and plants. Ritual/
religion involves the spiritual beliefs and activities of a society.
Social organization refers to the system by which human societies
organize themselves and recognize status differences among their
mermnbers.

23
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Table 2.1 Milestones in the Human Parade

Years before

present North America The OId World

12,000 Paleoindian - Nomadic Bow and arrow and harpoon
hunters cross Bering are adopted by European
Strait. hunters.

11,000 Climate begins to warm Ritual cave art disappears.
and glaciers retreat to the

10,000 north. Transttion o agricultial T
- village life begins.

Archaic - Plant foods

9,000 become more important. Pottery is invented.

Dogs are domesticared.
Social groups live within

8,000 smaller territories.

Cattle and other animals
Religious rituals become and plants are domesticated.

7,000 more complex.

6,000 Many types of tools and ‘
implements Fizst cities are built in the
are invented. Middle East.

5,000 Plows are invented.

Writing is invented in the

4,000 Middle East.

Plants begin to be Pyramids are in use as burial
domesticared. chambers for Egyptian

3,000 royalty.

Woodland - Poteery is
invented.
2,000
- Burial mounds are
constructed. The Roman Empire rises.

1,000 :
Late Prehistoric - Bow Vikings travel the oceans as
and arrow adopted for premier sailorsfexplorers,
hunting. probably visiting America.
Rise of village life and
agriculture,

Differences in social status
increase.
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The Paleoindian Period

The Paleoindian period covers the first two thousand years of
prehistory when Kentucky was first settled by human groups.
Scientists generally agree that the Americas were populated by
small groups of people moving across a land bridge that periodically
existed across what is now the Bering Strait between Alaska and
Siberia. The land bridge emerged when huge amounts of water
froze to form glaciers covering large areas of Canada and the
northern part of the United States during whart geologists call the
Pleistocene epoch (popularly called the “Ice Age”). People crossed
the strait toward the end of the Pleistocene and were well distrib-
uted throughout North and South America by about 12,000 years
ago. We know very little about these early cultures because their
archacological sites are difficult to locate and are often poorly
preserved.

Although Kentucky was not covered by the glaciers, its cli-
mate was dramatically affected by the ice. {ts forests were more
like those of present-day upper Michigan and Minnesota. The
Ohio River was choked with gravel formed when the glaciers
crushed and ground down the rocks over which they passed. The
gravel then washed down into the Ohio River and dammed its
tributaries, forming vast inland lakes. One such lake existed in the
Green River Valley of western Kentucky. Although the climate
was colder than it is now, temperatures were warming throughout
the Palecindian period in Kentucky, and Indians had to respond
to the changes in animals and. plants the climatic differences
caused.

Paleoindians formed small groups, probably of related family
members. They moved frequently over large areas to hunt wild
game and gather edible wild plants. The rtypical picture of
Paleoindians shows them as “big game hunters” following herds
of now-extinct mammoth, mastodon, giant buffalo, and other

large animals. The accuracy of this interpretation for Kentucky

Paleoindians is not certain because we simply have not located
enough well-preserved and reliably dated sites for this rime period.
Judging from the distribution of Paleoindian projectile points
{spear or lance tips), the hunters favored low, rolling hills,
particularly areas that would have supported large expanses of
grass and attracted large game animals. Later in the Paleoindian
period, the climate was warming, the forests were changing to
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mixed hardwoods, and the large game animals were becoming
extinct. While their environment was changing, Paleoindians
were probably spreading into areas of rugged terrain. They hunted
the large game animals aslong as they were available, but increasingly
they had to focus on smaller game such as deer, small mammals,
fish, and turkey, as well as plant foods.

Paleoindians also left traces where they quarried the special
types of stone (called chert or flint) they used to make tools. Their
tools included projectile points with distinctive grooves or flutes

_ in the blade, a type of endscraper probably used to-scrape hairand’

fat from animal hides, and chert blades. The Clovis point is the
most famous Paleoindian artifact found in Kentucky. Later in
Paleoindian times, points were made without the flutes or grooves
on the blades. The points were probably hafted on shafts that
could be thrown or used for close-range thrusting. The Paleoindians
made tools from other materials such as wood, but they have not
survived or have not been recognized yet as Paleocindian in date.

We know virtually nothing about Paleoindian ritual and
religious practices. No burials dating to this time period have been
found in Kentucky, although discoveries in other states indicat
that Paleoindians prepared their dead for burial in a manner that
suggests they believed in an afterlife. Judging from modern hunters
and gatherers such as the Bushmen of Africa or the Australian
aborigines, Paleoindians may have selected spirirual leaders, or
shamans, who setved as go-betweens for the people and the
spiritual world. Much of whar ritual they practiced may have
concerned “hunting magic,” curing illnesses, or activities carried
out to gain supernatural support.

We also know little about Paleoindian social organization,
but, calling once again on studies of similar ‘modern groups,
archacologists speculate that Paleoindians were organized ar the

~ band level of society. A Paleoindian band probably contained

several related families who lived, worked, and traveled together

over a certain specified territory. They probably recognized a

leader, generally a strong, competent hunter, who was looked on
as a protector and decision-maker. This was not a formal elecred
or inherited office, and most decisions were probably made by the
entire group. Different bands would have periodically met to
exchange members for marriage, participate in animal drives
where large numbers of game could be killed at one time or trade
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information. Paleoindian populations were small at first but
increased as they learned more about their environment and how
best ro utilize it. As the earliest identified human social groups in
Kentucky, Paleoindians established a hunting and gathering litestyle
that persisted for thousands of ‘years. This lifestyle was developed
to a very high degree in the next cultural period, the Archaic.

The Archaic Period

The Archaic period is the longest subdivision of Kentucky pre-
history, and it featured many important changes and new de-
velopments. Unifying this period is the continuance of the
hunting and gathering lifestyle. This way of life was so successtul
_that the human population in Kentucky steadily increased. Mod-
ern hunting and gathering societies studied in detail by anthro-
pologists are testimony to the fact that “living off the land” can
be a very effective means of survival. Hunter/gatherers who know
their particular territory well often have plenty to eat and more
feisure time to devote to pursuits such as crafts, religion, or sacial
activities than do modern agricultural and industrial societies.
Archaic peoples in Kentucky probably were no exception.
Early in the Archaic period, Native Americans were living in
an environment characterized by hardwood forests of great variety
and were hunting modern animal species such as white-tailed deer
and wild turkey. These soon became staples of the meat diet. The
artifacts we find in early Archaic sites include specific styles of
projectile points that are widely distributed across the eastern
United States. The similarity of early Archaic points over a large
region and the relatively small numbers of artifacts found at the
sites suggest that early Archaic people were still very mobile,
much like their Paleoindian predecessors, and that most of their
occupations were of short duration.

By the middle of the Archaic period, the trend seems to have

been toward smaller territories that were exploited more inten-
sively and toward less wandering over very large areas. The
Archaic people developed new tools and a greater variety of
projectile points. Some sites contain large numbers of artifacts,
burials, and other indications that suggest they were occupied for
fairly long periods, perhaps year-round. But other sites with small
quantities of artifacts and few features indicate that short-term

21
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camps established for limited activities were still common. This
trend of greater regional specialization continued to intensify
through the Archaic period.

By the late Archaic period, the cultural picture becomes very
complex. Populations had increased, and groups were focusing on
specific territories to a greater degree than in earlier times. For
instance, late Archaic sites in the Green River Valley of west-
central Kenrucky are characterized by large accumulations of
discarded freshwater mussel shells, which were a major food
source and used to make ornaments and other items. Peaple lived
on the same sites for long periods of time, discarding so many shells
that the living surfaces became littered with them. Deep deposits
of soil laden with shells, and artifacts, called archaeological
midden, accumulated in these sites. Late Archaic sites also oceur
in many other locales, including rockshelters, caves, hillrops,
ridgetops, near springs and water-filled sinkholes, and along rivers
and streams. These sites range from small camps for special
activities (such as hunting), occupied for short periods of time by
only a few people, ro quarry sites at sources of good quality chert
used to make tools, to base camps where larger numbers of people
lived for longer periods of time.

Throughout the Archaic period, foodways were centered
around the hunting and gathering lifestyle, but many important
changes and innovations improved the reliability of food sources
and ensured survival during times when wild foods were scarce.
In the early portion of the Archaic period, hunting was very
important, probably more like the Paleoindian period, and gathering
plant foods was a relatively minor activity. Aiding the hunting
pursuit was the increased use of the dart and dart-thrower, or
atlatl, which increased the range and accuracy of hafted projectile
points. This weapon was probably also used during Paleoindian
times but became more important in the Archaic period.

As the Archaic period progressed, however, plants appear to
have become increasingly important to the prehistoric diet. By
the middle Archaic, we find tools made specifically for gathering
and processing the plants used for food or as raw materials for
making a wide variety of items such as clothing, tools, ornaments,
bedding, and shelters. The collection and consumption of nuts,
particularly hickory nuts, was very important in the Archaic diet.
Another important change was the use of starchy seeds from a
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variety of wild plants; these were generally toasted and ground
into meal or processed in other ways. Collection of these seedy
plants may have contributed to the development of agriculture,
which had its origins in the late Archaic period. Some late
Archaic groups began to experiment with growing both native
plants and some nonnative plants that had been first domesti-
cated in the tropics. We do not know precisely how late Archaic
people first learned about the tropical plants (various kinds of
squashes and gourds}, but archaeologists find their seeds in late
Archaic sites and assume that they were being grown since they
require human intervention to grow successfully in Kentucky.

Ritual and religious activity during the Archaic period is not
well understood. We have no specific evidence for particular types
-of religious observances, but we can infer that such activity was
conducted from the occurrence of objects such as pendants and
- effigies made from pative copper, freshwater and saltwater shell,
and other materials traded across the eastern United States. These
items are frequently found in graves and may have been used to
identify spiritual leaders. As in earlier times, the fact that special
pains were taken to bury the dead indicates a belief in an afterlife.
It is also likely that much of the ritual activity had to do with
supernatural control of the weather, the availability of animals
and plants important to survival, and other concerns.

Social organization during the Archaic period continued to
emphasize essentially equal treatment of society members, but
some individuals may have been accorded higher sratus because
of their age, sex, or personal abilities. For instance, someone who
was chosen to lead a particular band or who specialized in per-
forming important rituals had higher status than other band
members and may have worn special clothing or ornaments to
identify his or her special role in society. For the most part,
however, there were few recognized social differences among
. ---peop-le--i-n---Afc-:-h-ai-c- SOETEEY: - orem v :

The Woodland Period

The Woodland period has historically been identified as the time
when aboriginal peoples began to produce pottery. This new
technology was accompanied by more ritual activities associared
with burial of the dead and more experimentation with growing
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plants. These changes were grafted onto but did not replace the
hunting and gathering lifestyle. The changes that herald the
Woodland period did not take place at the same time everywhere
but were gradually adopted through time.

The transition from the Archaic to the Woodland period
probably took place overseveral hundred years with many holdovers
from earlier times. The settlement pattern of the early part of the
Woodland period seems to be very similar to that of the last stages
of the Archaic period. However, as the Woodland period progressed,
people began to live in larger groups for longer periods of time,
occupying villages niear reliable sources of water and venturing
out periodically to hunt, gather seasonally available plant foods,
or carry out other activities. In some parts of Kentucky, they also
began to bury some of their dead, possibly people with higher
social status, in earthen mounds.

Northernand central Kentucky are well known for the earthen
burial mounds associated with the Adena culture of the early
Woodland period. These mounds contain individuals of both
sexes, ranging in age from infants to older adults. The mounds
were built in stages and grew over time as bodies were added t
them. Frequently, the dead were placed in log tombs and then
covered with earth. Occasionally, personal ornaments were buried
with the dead, but grave goods such as pots or hunting weapons
are generally uncommon in Adena burials. Some of the mounds
are small and contain only one or two people while others are very
large and crowded with remains.

The varied characteristics of the burial mounds probably
relate to the use of some as “family cemeteries,” others for burying
important persons who controlled large territories or more people,

“and others for individual burial. Sometimes the mounds contain

fragments of pots scattered through the earthen fill; these may
have been pots that were used to hold offerings of food for the dead
person’s journey to the afterlife or to cook and serve food for ritual
feasting associated with preparation of the body for burial and
construction of the tomb or other burial facility. The pots may
have been made specifically for the death ritual, broken after-
wards, and included in the mound fill. Other Adena site types
include earthen enclosures of various sizes and shapes, most
commonly small circles. Their function and culrural significance
are difficult to interpret.
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During the middle portion of -the Woodland period, the
Hopewell culture, related to Adena, appeared in Ohio and, in a
modified version, in Kentucky. Hopewell societies also buried
their dead in mounds but, unlike the Adena, included elaborate
grave goods such as mica and copper ornaments, chert blades, and
decorated ceramic pots. They built log tombs and erected charnel
houses where the bodies of their dead were stored. The partici-
pation of Kentucky Indians in this culture is not well understood,
although the Indians undoubtedly were aware of Hopewellian
ideas and beliefs.

Student Essay
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Different Woodland cultures are identified in the western part
of the state. The Crab Orchard culture is characterized by mostly
plain pottery and large habitation sites; people continued to rely
heavily on hunting and gathering with little or no reliance on
agriculture.

By late Woodland times, people began living in larger numbers
in village communities. Hunting and gathering were still the
economic mainstay, but cultivation of plants became more im.
portant. The late Woodland people adopted the bow and arrow,
an important addition to the hunting toolkit.

Ritual and religion focused on burial of the dead during the
early and middle portions of the Woodland period. The elaborate
nature of the log tombs and enclosing mounds suggests that
Woodland social organization was differentiated, with certain
people having more power and higher social status. Elaborate
ornaments were used to identify these individuals and were
frequently buried with them. We know virtually nothing about
the “common folk” of the Woodland period. However, the burial
mounds required a certain amount of labor to construet, and
Woodland society must have had the social organization t
provide for this need.

The Late Prehistoric Period

The Late Prehistoric period is represented by societies who prac-
ticed corn agriculture, lived year-round in villages, and developed
complex social organizations with centralized political authority
and leadership. The major changes that took place during the Late
Prehistoric period provided greater economic stability, allowed
forincreased creativity in artistic and ceremonial life, and broadened
social contacts. However, there were costs as well, in the form of

-.more.crowded living conditions and attendant compromises in
health, more intensive labor requirements and lower social status
for some citizens.

Kentucky contains two cultural traditions, the Mississippian
and Fort Ancient, dating to the Late Prehistoric period. Although
they shared some broad similarities, they existed in different areas
and had some notable differences.

Mississippian societies developed in western Kentucky about
1,000-1,100 years ago and survived until abour 300 years ago. The
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Mississippian settlement pattern was one in which villages varied
insize, population, and complexity—from simple family farmsteads
to small villages to large communities around ceremonial centers
with open plazas and large temple mounds. Mississippian peoples
lived in substantial houses of solid pole frames, plastered with mud
and roofed with thick layers of grass or reed thatch. Since hunting
and gathering were still practiced, special activity sites such as
short-term hunting camps or other processing sites were also
occupied.

Foodways were dominated by cultivation of corn or maize,

squashes, beans, and other plants, supplemented by hunting
animals and gathering wild plants. Practicing both food collection
and production allowed a more stable and reliable supply and
ensured survival during times of the year when wild plants and
animals were difficult to obtain. However, cultivation required a
greater labor investment to plant, tend, and harvest the crops
through the growing season.

The production of pottery was closely tied to foodways since
ceramic vessels were used in processing, preparing, serving, and
storing food. Mississippian ceramics were usually made of clay
mixed with crushed mussel shell and generally had well-smoothed,
plain exteriors. A wide variety of vessel shapes was produced, and
some were decorated by painting or by pressing designs into the
undried pot with various tools. The major weapon for hunting
game was the bow and arrow.

Ritual and religion were highly developed in the Mississippian
societies and were closely tied to the social organization. Powerful
chiefs or important priests lived in structures built on top of large
earthen flat-topped mounds in major ceremonial centers. Open
plazas next to the mounds provided space for group activities such
as the ritual sport of chunkey, a game that involved hurling spears
at a rolling stone disk. Dancing, trading, and preparation for war

were very powerful and could demand tribute in the form of labor,
food supplies, craft goods, or other products from their people. In
return, they redistributed goods during times of need and provided
protection and stability. Individuals with special artistic or cre-
ative talents could spend more time specializing in their particular
area, producing items that could then be traded for food or other
necessities.
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Mississippian religious practices are reflected in their treat-
ment of their dead. Burial usually involved placing the body in
a grave lined with large flat stones arranged to form a box.
Sometimes grave goods were included with the individual, In
some cases, the grave was left open and the flesh was allowed to
decompose; then the bones were removed and stored in the
villages.

The Fort Ancient societies were similar in mary ways to the

Mississippian: they were dependent on the cultivation of corn, © v

beans, squash, and other plants and lived in permanent villages.
But there were important differences too. Fort Ancient societies
occupied central, northern, and eastrern Kentucky. They built
smaller villages and central plazas but did not erect platform
mounds. During the winter, at least a portion of the village
population moved up into the headwarers of the rivers and streams
of their territory and established small hunting camps where they
killed and processed bear and white-tailed deer by drying the meat
and melting down the fat. Later in the Fort Ancient period, they
fortified their villages, presumably for protection from their en-
emies.

Aswith the Mississippians, the most important hunting weapon
was the bow and arrow. Pottery made of clay and crushed shell
was also an important part of their household goods. Their pots
frequently were made with thick handles or protruding lugs, and
generally had plain exteriors. Fort Ancient societies enjoyed a
richreligious life, some of which can be inferred from the decorative
items of shell and other materials they made or obtained through
trade. They developed a widespread trade network with other
regions, which brought them exotic goods such as engraved
marine shell ornaments. Some very late Fort Ancient sites con-
tain European goods, obtained through trade either directly with
Europeans or through Indian intermediaries. Fort Ancient peoples
are closely related to the Indian tribes that encountered Europeans .
in the Ohio Valley in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

The arrival of Europeans in the New World had a profound
effect on both the Fort Ancient and the Mississippian people.
Devastating European diseases swept through the eastern part of
North America ahead of actual European presence and resulted
in. many deaths and in social disintegration. Trade for European
goods such as guns, metal pots, and other items changed some
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aspects of the Indian lifestyle. Warfare berween Indians and _

Europeans and competition for land caused major shifts in native
settlement patterns. By the time Europeans entered Kentucky in_
large numbers, Indian cultures had been changed forever, largely
for the worst.

European settlement in Kentucky began in the 1770s, by
which time Indian population and settlement patterns had drastically
altered. The settlers interacted with Indians largely through
hostile encounters in the form of raiding parties. As hostilities
resulted in the expulsion of Indians from Kentucky, European and
African-derived settlers took their place, clearing forests and
establishing farms, towns, and road systems. In so doing, they also
lefr archaeological remains that fall under the category of historic
archaeology.

Summary

Kentucky has a rich archaeological heritage to study, spanning
12,000 years of continuous occupation. Human societies that
lived in Kentucky varied widely. Wide-ranging bands hunted
large game in the cold, dry environment of the Pleistocene epoch,
but subsequent climatic change required societal changes to a
hunting and gathering lifestyle focusing on smaller territories.
Population increased and societies became more complex, recog-
nizing social status differences, formulating complicated systems
of religious beliefs, developing new ways to ensure an adequate
food supply, and inventing new, more efficient tools. Although
archaeologists divide Kentucky’s prehistory into distinct chrono-
logical periods to facilitate its study, the cultural changes and
developments took place over a continuous unbroken span of
time, with early events, conditions, and circumstances influenc-
ing those that followed. Evidence of this “cultural parade” must
be painstakingly gathered from physical remnants in Kentucky's

“soils since prehistoric Native Americans left o written records,

Archaeological research yields important knowledge on cultures
that left no written records behind as well as those that did.
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CHAPTER 3 B

°  a

Government
and Politics

Paul Blanchard

E_n this chapter, we will examine Kentucky and its
politics. Though the word “politics” could be defined in several
ways, we are defining it here to mean how decisions are made by
those with the authority to make them, decisions that affect the
people who live in Kentucky. Our examination of political de-
cision-making in Kentucky will focus on three major topics: (1)
our constitution and how it shapes decision-making; (2) major
decision-makers (the legislature, governor, and courts): and (3)
citizen involvement in decision-making (political parties, elec-
tions, and voting).

Kentucky’s Constitution

Constitutions are important—both at the national level and at
the state level—in establishing the general framework of govern-
ment and stating the basic principles that limit and direct the
behavior of those who make decisions. Since becoming a state in

£792, Kentucky has had four different constitutions. Before ex- -

' amining our current constitution, which went into effect in 1891,
we will briefly discuss the three earlier governing documents.
Kentucky’s first constitution was adopted in 1792, having -
been written in about eighteen days. It was a brief and concise
document, modeled in several respects after the U.S. Constitu-
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tion. Voting provisions were quite generous for that time—all free
males aged twenty-one and over could vote. Kentucky was the
first state to abolish religious, property, and taxpaying qualifica-
tions for voting. However, neither the gOVEInor nor state senators
were popularly elected. A college of electors, similar to our
national electoral college, made these decisions. One apparent
weakness of the 1792 constitution was a provision allowing the
governor to appoint many local officials.

The first constitution was replaced after only seven years by
the 1799 constitution. It provided for the direct election of the
governor and state senators. A new position, licutenant governor,
was created by this document. It also allowed the governor ro

“appoint all judges, who served for life (“during good behavior”).
Like its predecessor, the 1799 constitution recognized the institution
of slavery.

Kentucky’s third constitution was adopted in 1850. This
document was written during the national controversy over the
expansion of slavery. Proslavery delegates dominated the conven-
tion. Not only did they require the owner’s consent and just

Figure 3.1 Keniucky's State
Capitol (Kentucky
Deparement of Travel
Development).
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compensation for emancipation, as in the previous two constitu-
tions, they also provided that emancipated slaves must leave the
state.

Events and experiences surrounding the 1850 constitution
illustrate two major principles that help explain how Kentuckians
relate to their constitution: (1) state constitutions reflect the
times in which they are written, and (2) Kentuckians are quite
reluctant to approve of significant constitutional change. These
two statements will be useful as we consider Kentucky’s current
constitution. Coe et R :

The 1891 constitution, now over one hundred years old,
reflects the time in which it was written in two important ways.
Obviously, Kentucky in 1891 was different from present-day
Kentucky. Perhaps the most useful adjective to describe the state
at that time is “rural.” The writers of the 1891 constitution were
almost entirely rural people whose major interest was agriculture.
They attempted to create a governing document that would
protect and support a rural way of life. Little attention was given
to the needs of people who lived in cities and towns or to the kinds
of urban problems that many Kentuckians face today. Provisior
relating to local government were very restrictive, making it dit-
ficult for local communities to respond to changing conditions.

Closely related to the rural environment of 1891 was the
attitude the writers of the constitution had toward government
in general. The key descriptive word here is “distrustful.” Because
of political experiences of that time period, a distrust of all state
government officials dominated the thinking of the writers. One
specific incident illustrates this lack of trust. Just a short time
before the constitution was written, the state treasurer, James W.
“Honest Dick” Tate (so named because of the integrity he had
supposedly achieved over many years in state office), withdrew
most of the funds from the state treasury and fled the state, never
to return. This one incident is likely directly related to several
provisions in our current constitution, the best example being
the decision not to allow statewide elected officials to run for
reelection (succession).

The lack of trust toward government officials, held by the
writers of Kentucky’s constitution, is reflected in its length. Qur
constitution is a very long document, at least four times longer
than the U.S. Constitution. Kentucky’s constitution has 260
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sections, compared to only 24 in the national document. It is a
long constitution because of its many specific provisions, with
much detail, unlike the U.S. Constitution, which is more of an
outline of the basic principles of government. A broad and basic
constitution would allow later legislatures to provide legislative
details as required. The writers of Kentucky’s constitution were
not willing to trust legislators in future generations to have this
authority. As a result, many of the detailed provisions they
included have become totally irrelevant to Kentuckians of the

- late twentieth century.

v

The Kentucky constitution, like its U.S. counterpart, does
contain the four necessary components of constitutions in gen-
eral: (1) a preamble, (2) a bill of rights, (3} the body, and (4)
provisions for amendment and revision.

The preamble states the reasons for and purposes of the
document. Qur Kentucky preamble is brief and simple:

We, the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, grateful
to Almighty God for the civil, political and religious liberties
we enjoy, and invoking the continuance of these blessings, do
ordain and establish this Constitution.

The bill of rights is contained in Sections 1-26 of Kentucky’s
constitution. The purpose of a bill of rights is to protect individu-
als from the arbitrary actions of government decision-makers.
Among the rights specifically protected in Kentucky’s constitution
are freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of religion,
the right to acquire and protect property, and the right to a jury
trial. Provisions in the Kentucky Bill of Rights tend to be more
detailed than those in the U.S. Bill of Rights. One example is
Section 5, which contains a strong and specific statement on
freedom of religion:

~ Section 5. Right of religious freedom. No preference shallever

be given by law to any religious sect, society or denomination;
nor to any particular creed, mode of worship or system of
ecclesiastical polity; nor shall any person be compelled to
attend any place of worship, to contribute to the erection or
maintenance of any such place, or to the salary or support of
any minister of religion; nor shall any man be compelled to
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send his child to any school to which he may be conscien-
tiously opposed; and the civil rights, privileges or capacities
of no person shall be taken away, or in anywise diminished or
enlarged, on account of his belief or disbelief of any religious
tenet, dogma or teaching. No human authority shall, in any
case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of
conscietice,

The body of the Kentucky Constitution addresses how the

powers of government are divided among decision-makers in the =

legislative, executive, and judicial branches. More than two
hundred sections are included in the body. Sections 27-124 deal
primarily with state government, Sections 140-168 with local
government, and Sections 169-255 with other matters, such as
education, taxation, and corporations. Qur discussion of major
decision-makers in the next section of this chapter will provide
an overview of the three branches of Kentucky stare government.

Finally, the fourth component of our constitution, relating to
amendment and revision, is covered in Sections 256-263. In
general, these provisions make it relatively difficult to change the
constitution, in whole (revision) or in part (amendment). In
addition, Kentucky citizens have apparently been reluctant to
make any major changes in their constitution even when they
have been given an opportunity to do so. This electoral orien-
tation is discussed briefly at the end of this section of the chapter.

As suggested earlier, some of the most important provisions
of the Kentucky constitution have been criticized as being too
restrictive andfor outdated. This is particularly true of those
sections dealing with the executive and legislative branches. For
example, Kentucky is one of only four states where the governor
can serve no more than one term in succession. Critics have
argued that this prevents the state from planning for more than
four years into the future and that it introduces much instability
in government by installing a totally new administration every -
four years. Some also argue that many competent people are
discouraged from seeking elective office— or even serving in
appointive positions—because they realize how difficult it is to
accomplish any meaningful goals in four years or less.

Another controversial provision restricts Kentucky’s legisla-
ture, limiting it to a sixty-day session every other year. Kentucky's
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is one of only eleven state legislatures that do not meet on an
annual basis. Of these eleven states, only Nevada has as short a
legislative session as Kentucky. Critics argue that short and
infrequent sessions mean that legislation is passed with undue
haste and inadequate consideration.

However, Kentuckians have had several opportunities to
change these provisions and have always voted them down. In

fact, recent behavior by Kentucky’s electorate shows they are
| y ¥ y

relatively unwilling to approve any meaningful constiturional
change. Since 1891, of sixty-six proposed amendments submitted
to Kentuckians, only thirty amendments have been approved,
averaging about one every four years. Even of those approved,
several have been quite insignificant. For example, one amendment
permitted the use of prisoners for road work and another permitted
the use of voting machines in elections. One major exception was
an amendment approved by Kentucky’s voters in 1975. That
amendment changed Kentucky's judicial branch significantly, so
that Kentucky’s court system is now considered a model for many
other states.

In addition to the amendment process, Kentuckians have
been given five different opportunities to revise their constitu-
tion—in 1931, 1947, 1960, 1966, and 1977. In each case, they
voted against revision. '

Major Decision-Makers

I this section we will briefly examine Kentucky’s three branches
of government. Our discussion of the legislature, the governor,
and the courts will have two major purposes: to describe how these
institutions make decisions affecting most Kentuckians and to

~indicate recent changes-that-have -occurred inthedecision-

making process in all three branches.

The Legislature

We begin this discussion with the legislative branch because that
is the branch of government covered first in the Kentucky con-
stitution. Kentucky’s legislature is called the General Assembly,
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and it consists of two different houses— the Senate, containing
thirty-eight members, and the House of Representatives, con-
taining one hundred members.

The General Assembly meets for its regular session in January
of the even numbered years. As discussed earlier, our constitution
limits these sessions to sixty working days. However, a constitu-
tional amendment passed in 1979 allows the legislature to use
these sixty days any time it chooses between January 1 and April
15. Thus, the General Assembly has roughly three and one-half
months every other year to complete its business.

These sessions are hectic: legislators must consider betweer
1,200 and 1,500 legislative proposals during this period. Each
proposal, called a “bill,” is introduced by an individual legislator,
a member of either the Senate or the House. Table 3.1 shows the
number of bills introduced during three sessions of the General
Assembly and the number that finally became laws.

Table 3.1 Bills Introduced in the General Assembly
1986 1988 1990

Bills Introduced

Senate 398 399 410

House 990 1,030 940
Total 1,388 1,429 1,350

Became Law

Senate 153 106 149
House 308 293 321
Total 46] 399 470

These figures show that approximately 30 percent of those
bills that are introduced actually become laws. In order for 2 bill
to become law it must overcome a number of obstacles. The
booklet, A Look at the Kentucky General Assembly (pages 19-22),
available from the Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
(LRC) in Frankfort, provides the following summary of how a bill
becomes a law:

I. Introduction and Committee Referral. A bill may be intro-
duced in the House or Senate. Each bill is assigned a number,
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read by title and sponsor, and referred to a standing committee
by the Committee on Committees.

2. Committee Consideration. Committee meetings are
usually open to the public. When there is sufficient interest
in a subject, a public hearing is held. A bill may be reported
out of committee with one of the following reports: favorable,
{avorable with amendments, favorable with committee substi-
tute, unfavorable, or without opinion. A committee can kill
a bill by failing to act on it.

3. First Reading. When a committee reports a bill favor-
ably, the bill has its first reading and is placed in the Calendar
for the following day. If a committee reports a bill unfavorably
or without opinion, the bill is not likely to go further.

4. Second Reading; To Rules. The bill is read by ritle a
second time and sent to the Rules Committee. The Rules
Committee may recommit the bill or place it in Orders of the
Day for a specific day.

5. Third Reading and Passage. “I move that House Bill 100
be taken from the Orders of the Day, read for the third time
by title only, and placed upon its passage.” This motion,
usually by the majority floor leader, is adopted by voice vote,
and the floor is open for debate. Following debate and
amendments, a final vote on the bill is taken. To pass, a bill
must be approved by art least two-fifths of the members of the
General Assembly (40 Representatives or 17 Senators) and a
majority of the members present and voting. If the bill con-
tains an appropriation or an emergency clause, it must be
approved by a majority of the members elected to each house
(51 Representatives and 20 Senators).

6. What Happens Next? If a bill is defeated, that is the end
of it, unless two members who voted against it request its
reconsideration and a majority approves. If a bill passes in one
house, it is sent to the other chamber, where it follows much
the same procedure. Both houses must agree on the final form

- of each bill. If either house fails to concur in- amendments; the

differences must be reconciled by a conference committee of
senators and representatives. Compromises agreed to by this
conference committee are subject to approval by both houses.

7. Enrollment. After passage by both houses, a bill is read
carefully to make sure the final wording is correct. The bill is
signed by the presiding officer of each house and sent to the
Govemnor.
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8. Governor’s Action. The Governor may signa bill, permit
it to become law without his/her signature, or veto it. The bill
may be passed over his/her vero by a maj ority of the members
of both houses. The Governor has 10 days (excluding Sun-
days) to act on a bill after hefshe receives it

The fastest a bill can pass through both houses of the legis-
lature is five days, the minimum time required for three readings
in each house. Most bills take much longer to complete the
process, however. o o

The most critical stage of legislative decision-making is when
bills are considered by standing committees. Most bills “dje” here;
that is, they do not receive a favorable recommendation and are
unable to move on through the process toward passage. Also, it
is at this stage that citizens have the best opportunity to influence
the success or failure of a proposed bill and to suggest modifications
in its provisions.

Informed citizens know the importance of learning which
committees deal with legislation in particular areas, who the
members of those committees are, and when they meet. Followin
are the thirteen standing committees in the Senate and the
sixteen standing committees in the House:

Senate

1. Agriculture and Natural Resources

2. Appropriations and Revenue

3. Banking and Insurance

4. Business Organizations and Professions
5. Cities _

6. Counties and Special Districts

7. Economic Development, Tourism, and Energy
8. Education

9. Health and Welfare

10. Judiciary

11. Labor and Industry

12. State Government

13. Transportation

House
1. Agriculture and Small Business



GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS- 45

. Appropriations and Revenue
. Banking and Insurance
. Business Organizations and Professions
. Cities
. Counties and Special Districts
. Economic Development
. Education
9. Elections and Constitutional Amendments
10. Health and Welfare
11. Judiciary
12. Labor and Industry
13. Natural Resources and Environment
14. State Government
J5. Tourism Development and Energy
16. Transportation

(o« IE B W, I NN S

Besides its regular session, the General Assembly may also
meet in special sessions. Special sessions may be called only by
the governor and may consider only the topics the governor has
included in his or her call.

The General Assembly has undergone major and significant
changes over the past fifteen years. In general, it has become more
independent of the governor’s influence. Whereas most Kentucky
governors were able to dominate legislators before 1980, often
dictating to them what laws they wanted passed, the legislature
of the 1980s and 1990s has been more of an equal partner in
decision-making. Some of the changes that have accompanied
increasing legislative independence include:

1. Legislative leaders are now selected by legislators rather
than the governor.

2. The legislature now establishes its committees a year before
the session begins, permitting more study and preparation for
legislative decisions. .

3. Legislative facilities have been greatly improved. Larger
committee rooms, for example, allow for more public participa-
tion in decision-making.

4. Toll-free telephone numbers and television coverage on
Kentucky Educational Television (KET) contribute to more open
decision-making. Citizens have an easier time keeping track of
what the General Assembly is doing.
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5. The legislature is much more involved in specific decisions
about the state’s budget. The budget, which is the most important
bill in every session, represents the billions of dollars that Ken.-
tuckians pay in taxes each year.

The Governor

The governor of Kentucky is probably the one decision-maker
most Kentuckians know best. As we watch our governors, we

- become aware of the many dutics and responsibilities they have, -

and of the many different “hats” they aré called upon to wear. Dr.
Robert Snyder of Georgetown College, in the book Kentucky
Government and Politics, has divided these responsibilities into six
major areas:

I. Ceremonial Role. The governor presides over numerous
ceremonial functions. Some examples include cutting ribbons on
new highways or new buildings, crowning beauty queens, and
presenting awards to notable Kentuckians. The biggest ceremonial
duty revolves around the Kentucky Derby, when the governor is
highly visible in many activities, from hosting the Kentuck
Derby breakfast to awarding the trophy for the winning horse
before thousands of fans at Churchill Downs and millions watch-
ing on national television.

2. Legislative Leader. Although the governor’s influence over
the General Assembly has declined in recent years, legislators still
look to him or her for leadership, and a governor’s influence is still
decisive on legislation that has a high priority for the adminis-
tration. The governor’s major contribution in each legislative
session is to prepare and propose a budget that must be presented
to the legislature early in each session. In most sessions until
recently, the governor’s budget recommendations were changed

_very little by the legislators. Another legislative power is the veto,
which hasbeen used quite sparingly by recent governors. Asnoted
earlier, the governor also has the power to call special sessions of
the General Assembly.

3. Managerial Role. This is one of the most difficult respon-
sibilities, managing the state’s resources, personnel, and rax dollars
as efficiently as possible. This role is performed largely through
the governor's appointment power as well as his ot her budget
recommendations.
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4. Judicial Role. Unlike the president, Kentucky’s governor
generally does not have the power to appoint judges. All judges
are elected, but the governor does have the power to fill judicial
vacancies. The governor also has the power to commute sentences
and grant pardons for Kentucky prisoners. However, most deci-
sions of this kind are made by the Kentucky Parole Board.

5. Political Party Leader. This is an informal power (i.e., not
specified in the constitution or statutes) that has been an extremely
important source of gubernatorial influence. Most governors are
very acrive in local, state, and national politics, and the giving
and receiving of favors based on political loyalties (often called
patronage) is firmly entrenched as a Kentucky tradition. Many
state and local officials follow the governor’s recommendartions
in hopes of receiving a political favor from him or her sometime

“in the future.

6. Developer Role. In recent years, governors have placed a
heavy emphasis on economic development. They have attempted
to create a favorable business climate to attract new industries and
businesses to the state in order to create additional jobs for its
citizens. The best recent example was Governor Martha Layne
Collins’s intensive and lengthy efforts to attract a Toyota plant
to Kentucky, that was formally agreed to in 1986.

The variety of roles we expect a governor to play makes the
governorship a difficult and challenging job. Some governors are
more effective than others in performing specific responsibilities,
but few governors are successful in all six areas. One of the reasons
for this is the short tenure that serves a significant limitation on
a governor’s exercise of power. As noted earlier, governors serve
a single four-year term and are ineligible to run for reelection.
Although governors are eligible to run again in later elections, few
do so and even fewer are victorious. In fact, in this century, only
one person—Albert B. “Happy” Chandler—has been elected to

_two different full terms as governor (1935-39; 1955-59).. .. .......

Among recent changes affecting the governor’s office is the
way we elect our governors. The amount of money needed in order
to be elected governor has reached staggering sums, with several
candidates in recent elections each spending more than two
million dollars. An issue in Kentucky during the 1990s is likely
to be possible reforms of campaign finance laws so that money
becomes less significant in determining the outcome of ocur elec-
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tions. If practices do not change, it is probable that only wealthfr
Kentuckians will have a reasonable chance to be elected gover-
nor.

The Judicial Branch

Kentucky’s court system was changed significantly as a result of
a constitutional amendment approved by Kentucky voters in
1975. Kentucky's new “Unified Court of ]ustxce was fully unple—
mented during the late 1970s. S
One important aspect of Kentucky's ]ud1c1al system is that it
is a “unified” system. The entire system is interrelated, and all
courts and judges within it
are responsible to and un-
der the supervision of the
Supreme Court. The Chief
Justice of the Supreme
Court serves as the chief
administrator of the entire
court system.

Kentucky's Court o.
Justice contains two courts
(district and circuit) that
are primarily trial courts
and two (the Court of Ap-
peals and the Supreme
Court) that are appeilate-
fevel courts (courts that
review decisions made
Figure 3.2 Chambers : previously by trial courts).

of the Kentucky The jurisdiction of each court is summarized as follows:
Supreme Cowrt in the
_State Capitol as they

appeared early in this District Circuit

century (Kentucksy Juvenile matters Criminal felonies

Hisurical Society). Small claims court Civil cases above $2,500
Criminal misdemeanors Divorce cases
Traffic violations Land ritle matters
Civil cases up to $2,500 Appeals from District Court
Preliminary hearings for Appeals from administrative

felonies agencies
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Court of Appeals Supreme Court
Appeals from Circuit Court Appeals from Court of
Appeals from state agencies Appeals

Appeals from Circuit Courts
(death penalty and
tWenty or more years
imprisonment)

As a result of the 1975 amendment, all Kentucky judges must be
attorneys; before 1975, most local judges were not trained in the
law—in fact, some did not even have a high school education.
Also affected by the amendment was the total number of judges
in Kentucky. The number was reduced from more than 1,000
judges before 1975 to slightly more than 200 today. Currently,
there are 7 Supreme Count justices and 14 judges on the Court
of Appeals. There are 91 circuit judges and 123 district judges.

The current court system has built-in flexibility. Only the
number of Supreme Court justices is fixed by the constitution.
The number of judges at the other three levels can be increased
or decreased as necessary to accommodate changing workloads.

Citizen Involvement
in Decision-Making

We have seen who the major decision-makers in Kentucky’s
government are and how their decisions affect Kentuckians. But
citizens can also be involved in the political process and attempt
to influence the decisions that affect them. Citizens have the
opportunity to become involved through political parties and
through voting.

o Political Parties and ElaGtions T

Political parties are organizations whose major goal is to win
elections. This is certainly true of Kentucky’s two major political
parties. A political party is legally defined in the Kentucky
Revised Statutes (KRS 118.015) as “an affiliation or organization
of electors . . . which cast at least twenty per cent (20%) of the
total vote cast at the last preceding [presidential] election.” Only
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the Republican and Democratic parties have been able to meet

this 20 percent criterion in recent years.

Party organizations provide excellent opportunities for Ken-
tuckians to become involved in political activities and to become
more influential citizens. In each of Kentucky’s 120 counties, both
political parties select officers at the county and precinct levels
at least every four years. Both parties “reorganize” in the spring
of presidential election years, and the Republican party repeats
this process again two years later. Generally, all registered Dem-

ocrats or Republicans can participate in the meetings in which =~

their local party leaders are chosen.

At the county level, a county executive committee is selected
along with a county chairperson. Delegates are chosen from each
party in all counties to attend a state party convention, where the
Republicans and Democrats select their state party leaders. The
governing body for each party at the state level is called the state
central committee. This body manages and directs party affairs,
collects and spends party funds, and promotes and supervises the
campaigns of party candidates at all levels. :

Several leaders are selected as officers of the state politic:
party. The mostimportant of these is the state chairman, who calls
meetings of the state central committee, presides over these
meetings, appoints special committees of the party, and names
members to these committees. The state chairman may also be
called upon to be a spokesperson for his or her party when
significant issues emerge in state politics.

In recent times, the Democratic state chairman has been a
full-time, paid employee of the party, whereas the Republican
state chairman has been a part-time, nonpaid (volunteer) leader.
This difference reflects the fact that the Democratic party has had
a financial advantage over the Republican party. This financial
advantage is owing to the fact that there are many more Democrats
than Republicans in Kentucky and that the Democrats have had
more electoral success. These Democraric advantages will be
discussed in more detail later in this chapter.

[t is important at this point to emphasize the statement made
earlier: involvement in a political party’s organizational activities
provides an excellent opportunity for citizens to become more
influential. This is particularly true of young Kentuckians, who
usually find both parties very receptive to their participation.
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Particularly at the local level, the parties are anxious for young
voters to take part in precinct and local elections. Several lead-
ership positions are set aside for young people. And since few
young people compete for these positions, it is quite easy for a
young person, even. a teenager, to be elected as a precinct or
county party leader.

As mentioned earlier, Kentucky has more registered Demo-
crats than Republicans. As of mid-1991, there were 1,248,992
registered Democrats compared with 548,051 registered Repub-
licans. This Democrat advantage of nearly two and a half to one
has made it possible for Democrats to win most contests for
statewide office. For example, between 1947 and 1990, only one
Republican was elected governor; Democrats won ten guberna-

_torial elections. Democrats have been similarly successful in
" elections for the state legislature and for local offices in most
counties.

The Republican party in Kentucky has been much more
successful in national elections. For example, since 1952, the
Republican candidate for president has carried Kentucky in seven
of the nine elections held. Republicans have also managed to win
approximately half of all recent senatorial and congressional
elections.

Voting

All Kentuckians, like their counterparts in other states, are
entitled to vote if they are American citizens, at least eighteen
years old, residents of their communities for at least thirty days,
and properly registered. It is interesting to note that Kentucky
allowed younger citizens (under age twenty-one) to vote starting
in 1955, some sixteen years before the Twenty-Sixth Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution was ratified, allowing citizens at least
-eighteen years of age to.vote across.the entire country.... ...

Kentucky citizens may register to vote by filling out a simple
form and returning it to their county clerk no later than thirty days
before an election. Kentucky has what is called a closed primary
voting system. This means that persons registering to vote must
publicly declare their party affiliation, Then they may vote only
in the primary election of their choseg party. One may also
register “no preference” (affiliation with neither political party).
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However, that person would not be allowed to vote in primary
elections at all, except for nonpartisan candidares. Since so many
Kentucky elections are decided in the primary racher than the
general election, a voter who wants to be influential in all
elections should register with one party or the other.

Even though it is a relatively simple process to register and to
vote, many Kentuckians do not take advantage of this great
privilege and responsibility of citizenship. During a typical election,
nearly a third of all Kentucky adults are not even registered to
vote. Of those who are registered, nearly half do not bother to
vote. Thus, it is not unusual for only about one-third of all
Kentucky adults to vote in a given election.

Several reasons for nonvoting in Kentucky have been suggesred

by those who study elections. One is the lack of competition in
‘many electoral contests. People are mote likely to vote if they
believe it will be a close race. In Kentucky, many races are not
close, partly because Democrats have a registration advantage
across the state and in many counties. However, in a few counties,
especially those in south central Kentucky, the Republicans have
a substantial registration edge, meaning that a Republican run-
ning for local office will usually be elected easily in those com-
munities.

Another likely reason for nonvoting in Kentucky is the fre-
quency of our elections and the number of candidates from which
we must choose. Elections in our state are held twice every year,
with a primary in May and a general election in November. It
would not be surprising if many Kentuckians simply get tired of
politics and elections after a while because elections occur so
often. To make matters worse, some elections force us to make -
decisions. about six or eight different offices, and, in primary
elections, we might have to choose from four or more candidates
running for each office. For example, consider the Democratic

pnmary in-1 991{01: --Statewide- OHICCS 'Democrats"Voting"'in"that' e e e e

election had to choose from four candidates for governor, seven
candidates for lieutenant governor, three candidates for secretary
of state, two candidates for attorney general, two candidates for
auditor, seven candidates for state treasurer, seven candidates for
commissioner of agriculture, and eight candidates for superintendent
of public instruction. Just in one election, forty different candi-
dates’ names were on the ballot! It seems likely that many citizens,
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rather than doing the study and research about the candidates
they might believe is necessary in order to make an informed
decision, just decide to sit out the election altogether. Many
observers have concluded that some of these offices should be
made appointive rather than elective, in order to simplify our
voting decisions. _

Another possible contributor to the lack of voting in Kentucky
is the feeling held by some that elections in our state are not
honest. Unfortunately, “vote-buying” has been a means of win-
ningelections in too many places in Kentucky in recent years. The
state legislature has attempted to deal with this problem by
passing strong voter fraud laws in both 1988 and 1991. As a result,
vote-buying and vote-selling are now felonies in Kentucky, and
state and local law enforcement officials are artempting to eliminate
vote fraud throughout the state.

Finally, though nonvoting is a national as well as a Kentucky
problem, we do restrict voting in one unusual way in our state.
The length of the voting day—from 6 A.M. to 6 p.M.—appears to
place an undue burden on the average working Kentuckian.
Nearly all other states close the polls later on election day. Sinc
voting machines, used throughout the state, allow the votes to be
tabulated very quickly, there are no apparent reasons for closing
the polls at 6 p.M., except that we have always done it that way.
If Kentucky leaders view encouraging voter turnout as a desirable
goal, we should consider making it more convenient for more
citizens to be able to vote by extending the voting day by at least

~ one hour in the evening.

Summary

Politics primarily involves decision-making, and the way deci-
sions are made in Kentucky is affected by our constitution, elected
officials, political parties, and individual voters. Kentucky’s
nineteenth-century constitution may not be modern or flexible
enough to serve our state effectively as we approach the twenty-
first century. However, Kentuckians have been reluctant in re-
cent years to approve major changes in our constitution. The most
significant change that has been approved pertains to the judicial

e
P
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The Movement to Statehood

The Indian danger became even more acute after 1777 when the
British government during the Revolutionary War directed Lieu-
tenant Governor Henry Hamilton at Detroit to employ the
Indians “in making a Diversion and exciting an alarm upon the
frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania.” Soon raiding parties of
fifteen to twenty Indian warriors and one or two Europeans were
harassing the Kentucky settlements. There were also larger ex-
peditions. In September 1778, for example, several hundred
Indians led by Chief Blackfoot and anumber of Canadian advisers
besieged Boonesborough for thirteen days before abandoning

their attack. Ingenious Squire Boone, Daniel’s brother, made
water guns from old musket barrels and used them to extinguish
fire arrows that lodged on the roofs. An even larger Indian-
Canadian force brought small cannon with them and forced the
surrender of Martin’s and Ruddle’s forts in June 1780. Two years
later Bryan’s Station near Lexington withstood a two-day arrack
by another large force. But in pursuing what they perceived as a
beaten foe, the Kentuckians were ambushed at Lower Blue Licks
on August 19, 1782. Over sixty were killed in their worst defeat
of the war.

At times, the infant Kentucky settlements seemed near ex-
tinction as many settlers fled eastward to safety. George Rogers
Clark, a slender redhead in his mid-twenties, may have saved
Kentucky by his 1778-1779 invasion of the territory north of the
Ohio River and his later expeditions against the Indian tribes
living in that area. While Clark never succeeded in taking
Detroit, he did capture Lieutenant Governor Hamilton, the
British commander at Detroit, who directed the Indian attacks
in the west. A masterful negotiator and a skillful practitioner of

.. PYChological warfare, Clark shielded Kentucky from blows-that e

might have erased the early settlements.

Despite the dangers, settlers continued to reach Kentucky by
way of the Ohio River and Cumberland Gap. Land was the great
lure, and Kentucky was the spearhead of the westward migration.
Exaggerated accounts of “the Eden of the West” had reached even
Europe, and no difficulties or dangers could long hold back the
eager persons who wanted to obtain a portion of that fabled land.
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Figure 5.1 This survey was
made in Jefferson County in
December 1783 for one
Valentine Harvison who held a
Virginia reasury warvant for
one thousand acres. Over 1o
 hundred years tazef, fet if any
of the landmarks used by the
surveyor remain. If the creek is
still there, it will probably have
changed course considerably
during that period of time

(8C 147, Special Collections,
Western Kentucky University).

Baptist minister Lewis Craig, who led a congregation known as
the “Traveling Church” to Kentucky in 1781, expressed the
opinion held by many others when he asserted that “Heaven was
a Kentucky of a place.”

Unfortunately, land in Kentucky was never systematically
surveyed as were the acres in the gridlike townships in the
Northwest Territory. Pioneers with a claim to a certain number
of acres naturally tried to include the most desirable land while
avoiding inferior areas. Surveyors used such marks as trees, creeks,

- and rocks, which in time shifted or even disappeared. Choice land

was often shingled over with overlapping claims. An unhappy
victim of such claims warned that “whoever purchases there, is
sure to purchase a lawsuit.” Land suits filled the dockets of the
courts and provided employment for future generations of lawyers.
Even Daniel Boone, best known
ofall the Kentucky pioneers, lost
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their state government neglected its frontier citizens. During the
1780s, agitation for separation from the Old Dominion increased.
This movement was confused by the intervention of James
Wilkinson, an ambitious young man to whom intrigue clung like
a cloak. Like many others, he came to Kentucky to make his
fortune. Impatient for success, he entered into secret agreements
with Spanish officials in Louisiana and for years was in the pay
of the Spanish governments. A western historian wrote that
“nothing he said or wrote can be accepted as rrue, and no
sentiment which he at any time professed can be accepted as those
he really felt. . . . {I]t is doubtful if he even had enough straight-
forwardness in him to be a thoroughgoing villain.” Two centuries
later, his motives and goals in the “Spanish Conspiracy” are still
debated. Was Wilkinson a traitor who, in return for permission
to use the Mississippi River, money, and promise of office, tried
to detach Kentucky from the United Stares and associate it with
Spain? Or was he a shrewd, loyal American who led Spanish
officials to believe that he would cooperate with them in order
tosecure the use of the Mississippi River, without which Kentucky’s
surplus crops had no practical outlet? Perhaps Wilkinson himself
did not know his ultimate goal.

Separation required the concurrent approval of the District of
Kentucky, Virginia, and the national government. Ten conven-
tions met before statehood was finally achieved on June 1, 1792.
Kentucky entered the union as the fifteenth state, the
first state west of the mountains.

Early Kentucky Politics,
1792-1816

As political parties developed, the Jeffersonian Re-

publicans dominated the politics of the new state.
Isaac Shelby, a hero of the Battle of King’s Mountain,
reluctantly accepted election as governor in 1792. He
made some excellent appointments, and the new
government got off to a good start. Shelby refused a
second term in 1796, but in 1812 he returned as chief
executive to guide the commonwealth through the

Tigure 5.2 Kentucky's first
governor, Isaac Shelby
(Kentucky Historical Society) .
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War of 1812 with Great Britain. He went on active duty during
one of the major campaigns, the only Kentucky governor to have
done so. Much of the fighting occurred in the west, and Kentuck-
ians had an important role and suffered many of the casualties in
the region’s campaigns.

James Garrard, also a Jeffersonian Republican, was the only
Kentucky governor to serve consecutive full terms (1796-1804),
A strong, unusually progressive chief executive for that era, he

denounced the Federalist Alien and Sedition Acts passed by
“Congress, and he approved the Kentucky Resolutions (drafted

anonymously by Thomas Jefferson and sponsored in the General
Assembly by John Breckinridge) that asserted the doctrine of
states’ rights as a check on national powers. The purchase of
Louisiana during Garrard's second term solved permanently the
vexing problems connected with the use of the Mississippi River.
The Aaron Burr Conspiracy, as difficult to untangle as the
Spanish Conspiracy, complicated the administration of Christopher
Greenup (1804-1808). A number of prominent Kentuckians,
including Henry Clay, who for a time was Burr’s attorney, were
caught up in the affair. A revival of the old Spanish Conspirac
charges forced Benjamin Sebastian to resign from the Court or

s
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Appeals after he was found to be in the pay of Spain. Greenup was
followed as governor by General Charles Scott (1808-1812), a
noted Indian-fighter who was crippled by a fall early in his term.
He continued the procession of Jeffersonian Republicans. A few
Federalists such as Humphrey Marshall and William Murray
offered resistance, sometimes at considerable personal risk. Marshall
and Henry Clay wounded each other in an 1809 duel, and Murray
was frequently threatened with violence when he tried to express
Federalist views. Marshall often had the last word with his oppo-
nents, for in 1812 he published the first comprehensive history
of Kentucky. Enlarged and revised in 1824, it gave biased accounts
of Marshall's many controversies.

A number of notable Kentuckians in the era never served the
commonwealth as governor. George Nicholas, a brilliant lawyer
who was so rotund that he was described as “a plum pudding with
legs,” was the chief draftsman of the 1792 constitution. His
untimely death in 1799 at age forty-five ended a promising career.
His leading rival as an attorney was John Breckinridge, who
established a flourishing legal practice and horse
farm in the Bluegrass in the 1790s. Breckinridge
served as state attorney general and a member of
the General Assembly before going to the United
States Senate in 1801. When he entered Jefferson’s
cabinet as attorney general in 1805, he was the
first westerner to hold a cabiner post. He was only
forty-six at his death in 1806.

By then Henry Clay was emetging as a major
figure in state and national politics. Until his
death in 1852, the “Great Compromiser” was a
dominant figure on the national scene, serving in
both the House and the Senate and as secretary
of state, in addition to séveral terms in the Ken-

nial, Clay had a magnetic personality. John C.
Calhoun of South Carolina was usually a political
foe, but he was reported to have said: “I don't like
Henry Clay. He's a bad man, an impostor, a
creator of wicked schemes. [ wouldn’t speak to him, but, by God,
[ love him.” Toward the end of a convivial banquet in Lexington
an exuberant Clay leaped upon the sixty-foot-long table and

Figure 5.3 Orator, framer of
political compromises, Speaker
of the U.5. House, senator,
and presidential candidaze
Henry Clay (Kentucky
Historical Sociery}.
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danced his way from one end to the other, accompanied by the
sounds of broken glass and china. The next day he cheerfully paid
damages of $120. In addition to his role as a compromiser in
several national controversies, Clay developed an integrated
“American Plan” that was designed to promote the economic
development of all sections of the nation—and to elect Henry
Clay president of the United States. Three times defeated in
presidential elections, Clay was a more important figure than were
most of the presidents during his long political career.

The Old Court - New Court Struggle

Governor George Madison (1816) had the unwanted distinction
of being the first Kentucky governor to die in office. Elected
without opposition, he served just over two months. Lieutenant
Governor Gabriel Slaughter was generally considered to be acting
governor for the rest of the term (1816-1820), as the constitution
was vague on the status of a successor. Before the end of his tern
Slaughter became involved in an economic issue that dominate.
the administrations of his immediate successors, John Adair
(1820-1824) and Joseph Desha (1824-1828). Kentucky shared
the nation’s brief period of prosperity after the end of the war. The
commonwealth had enjoyed rapid growth since 1775, and the
1820 population of some 564,000 ranked sixth among the states.
Sparked by land speculation and the expectation of ever-increasing
commodity prices, an inflationary period put many Kentuckians
in debt as they sought to share in the new prosperity. The two
banks chartered by the state (the Kentucky Insurance Company,
1802, and the Bank of Kentucky, 1806) and the branches of the
Second National Bank in Louisville and Lexington could not
meet the feverish demand for more credit. In 1818, the General
Assembly chartered forty more banks, then added six more to the
amazing total. By reckless lending and lavish printing of money
in the form of bank notes, these institutions, later called “The
Forty Thieves,” fanned the fever for easy credit and speculation.
But prices fell sharply before the end of 1818 as Europe began
to recover from nearly two decades of war. The demand for
American produce decreased, and prices dropped on both foreign
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and domestic markets. Land values also declined, and many
Kentuckians suddenly found that they could not meer the obli-
gations to which they had committed themselves. The specula-
tive bubble butst like a balloon pierced with a pin. The Panic
(depression) of 1819 lasted for several years and affecred all parts
of the country. Thousands of Kentuckians had to default on their
payments. Faced with financial disaster, they demanded that their
state government provide relief.

Advocates of that viewpoint gained control of the legislature
in 1820 and began to pass relief laws. “Stay Laws” postponed the
payments due on loans and mortgages; their sponsors hoped that
prosperity would return in time to save their investments. An-
other approach was to charter a Bank of the Commonwealth that
would issue cheap money with which debts could be more easily
paid. A creditor who refused to accept the bank’s money was not
allowed to seek a court order for payment for two years.

Creditors and other economic conservatives were horrified by
such measures. As this anti-relief faction saw the situation, much
of their wealth was being confiscated by the relief group. They
believed that the relief acts violated both federal and stare
constitutions, and some of them hurried to seek protection through
the courts. They were delighted when the Court of Appeals
upheld decisions of the lower courts that the acts were uncon-
stitutional. People were highly sensitive to the pocketbook issue,
and feelings ran high between the two groups. One judge felt so
threatened that he carried two pistols, even to prayer meeting.

After a sharp legislative inquisition failed to change the
opinions of the Court of Appeals justices, the pro-relief party
decided to replace them with more sympathetic jurists. A crisis
developed after Joseph Desha won election as governor in 1824
on a pro-relief platform. In a wild legislative session on Christmas
Eve 1824 the legislators voted to reorganize the Court of Appeais

~ Governor Desha appeared on the floor of the House and lobb1ed

actively and successfully for passage of the bill. The former justices
and their supporters were called the Old Court; those favoring the
recently organized system were termed the New Court.

The Old Court judges refused to accept the act as legal. They
would not hand over their records, and they continued to defy the
New Court even after its clerk, Francis P. Blair, broke into the
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courtroom and seized some of the records. The Old Court met in
a Frankfort church, but its decisions were ignored by the New
Court. Kentucky was in a turmoil, and civil war appeared possible.
However, the Old Court and its supporters appealed to the
voters, and they won control of both houses of the General
Assembly. The Old Court was restored, its records were recovered,
and the decisions and actions of the New Court were disallowed.
Kentucky's reputation was hurt by this economic-political struggle,
economic recovery was retarded, and immigration was discour-
aged. RS e e TR it
Governor Desha’s reputation was also tarnished by two other
issues. He was involved in the successful attempt to force Horace
Holley from the presidency of Transylvania University. After
1817, Holley made the Lexington school into one of the best and
largest colleges in the country. But his religious beliefs and liberal
views were too unorthodox for that time and place, and he was
forced to leave. The governor also outraged many of his constitu-
ents by pardoning his son, who had been convicted of murder.
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The Whig Dominance

Thomas Metcalfe’s election as governor (1828-1832) marked an
important change in the state’s polirical parties. The Federalist
party died after the War of 1812, and, during the brief period
somewhat erroneously called “the Era of Good Feelings,” the
country had only one party. That party contained several factions,
and after the presidential election of 1824, which had to be
‘decided in*theé House of Representatives, two parties emerged.
The Democrats followed the leadership of Andrew Jackson and
agroup of able associates; the National Republicans (later evolving
into the Whigs), had an over-abundance of leaders, one of whom
wasHenry Clay. Afterthe National Republican party disappeared,
‘the Whigs became the major rival of the Democrats. Clay was
a Whig leader until his death in 1852. Although party stands
sometimes shifted, the Whigs usually favored a national bank,
internal improvements, and a tariff on imported goods. During the
period of Whig dominance in Kentucky, the state made progress
in the development of roads, railroads, and water transportation.
While the state and national governments provided limited
assistance, private companies were responsible for most im-
provements. Most Kentuckians of that period believed that the
role of the government should be limited in such matters.
Metcalfe, known as “Stonchammer” because of his early work
as a stonemason, was the first gubernatorial candidate in Ken-
tucky to be nominated by a party convention. Elected by a narrow
margin, he was the first of a succession of Whig governors who
occupied the executive mansion from 1828 to 1851 with the
* exception of a two-year intetlude. The exception was John Breathitt
(1832-1834). Elected lieutenant governor in 1828, he won the
1832 contest for governor. In that year, Oldham County may have

_set the state’s.all-time record for turning out-the vote. Breathift o o

received 162.9 percent of the eligible votes in the county, while
his Whig opponent, Richard A. Buckner, got nearly half as many!
[t was an inspiring example of democratic suffrage. As governor,
Breathirt encouraged internal improvements and strongly de-
nounced South Carolina’s nullification of federal acts, although
South Carolina appealed to the same principle of states’ rights on
which the Kentucky Resolutions had been hased.
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When Breathitt died on February 21, 1834, Whig Lieutenant
Governor James Turner Morehead (1834-1836) took office. He
was the first native-born Kentuckian to become governor of his
state. Of his ten predecessors, seven had been born in Virginia.
Maryland, South Carolina, and Pennsylvania had each supplied
one chief executive.

Another panic struck the nation in 1837, and it also lasted for
several years. Perhaps even more severe than the one of 1819, it
dominated the administrations of governors James Clark (1836-

.. 1839), Charles Anderson Wickliffe (1839- 1840), and Robert
Perkins Letcher (1840-1844). The sharp decline in state revenues
biocked Clark’s effort to establish a real system of public schools.
Previous efforts had accomplished little, and Kentucky’s children
received little education unless their parents were able to afford
private schools. After Clark died in office on August 27, 1839,
independent-minded Charles Wickliffe made himself unpopular
by asking for taxes to balance the budget. He was so critical of
Henry Clay that he could hardly be called a Whig, but he disliked
the Democrats even more.

Governor Letcher’s solution to the continued f1nanc1al pinc
was to balance the budget by cutting expenditures. “Black Bob,” -
dark-complexioned and corpulent, was the sort of politician
beloved by Kentucky voters. A great stump speaker who could
hold an audience for hours, he sawed on his fiddle when he sensed
that a change of pace was desirable. Letcher was not one of the
state’s best governors, but he was one of the most entertaining.

William Owsley (1844-1848) was one of the best of the pre-
Civil War governors. A tall, slender man who had been one of
the Old Court judges, he made irascible Reverend Robert Jefferson
Breckinridge superintendent of public instruction. Elected to that -
position when it ceased to be appointive, Breckinridge served
until 1853. Under his sometimes dictatorial leadership, real prog-
ress was made in creating a system of public education. Owsley
gave strong support to the Mexican War, in which Kentuckians
had a prominent role.

Most Kentuckians who opposed that war did so because they
feared that slavery would spread into the territories obtained from
Mexico. Indeed, the future of slavery in the Mexican Cession led
to a great national crisis in which Kentuckians were vitally
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interested. Henry Clay, only two years from his death, presented
Congtress with a package of proposals that he hoped would settle
the controversial issues. Stephen A. Douglas of 1llinois and others
worked Clay’s proposals into the Compromise of 1850. As a slave
state, Kentucky was concerned over the slavery controversy,
although the percentage of slaves in the state’s population had
been declining since 1830. Lacking the slave-hungry great plan-
tations of the Lower South, Kentucky hadbecome aslave exporting
state. To be “sold down the river” was a genuine threat to many
black Kentuckians.

The two most disadvantaged groups in Kentucky before the
Civil War were slaves (male and female) and white women.
Neither group had the substantial legal and civil rights that the
_ white males had. Slaves and white women were in Kentucky from
the early days of settlement. They shared the discomforts and most
of the dangers of pioneer life, and they were vital to the devel-
opment of the state. But few slaves are known to history as
individuals, and most of the Kentucky white women who are
known are identified as wives and mothers of noted men. The
offices and professions in which white men became well known
were not open to white women. Only very limited gains in
women’s rights came before 1860.

As Henry Clay faded from the state and national scenes, John
J. Crittenden inherited the role of moderate compromiser. A
noted defense attorney in murder trials, Crittenden held an
amazing number of state and national positions. Always alert to
better opportunities, he was notorious for resigning one post to
accept another. Elected as a Whig governor in 1848, he resigned
in 1850 to become attorney general of the United States. During
the secession crisis of 1860-1861 he made futile efforts to find
compromises that would prevent secession and civil war.

When Crittenden resigned, Lieutenant Governor John Larue

..Helm (1850-1851,.1867).became the last Whig governor. Born. i

in Kentucky in 1802, he was the state’s first chief executive who
was a child of the nineteenth century. Helm was especially
interested in the development of railroads, and considerable
construction occurred in the 1850s. In 1867, by then a Democrat,
Helm was elected governor, but he died five days after taking rhe
oath of office.
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The Uncertain Last Prewar Decade,
1850-1860

Lazarus Whitehall Powell (1851-1855) was the first Democratic
governor after Breathitt. Elected by a narrow margin in 1851, he
was plagued by rheumatism that required the use of crutches much
of the time. Powell favored the expansion of transportation
facilities by private companies, continued improvement of public

~schools, and financing of a comprehensive geological survey that

might aid industrial development.

The slavery controversy would not die, and, as the Compro-
mise of 1850 unraveled, it shoved aside many issues with which
the state needed to deal. It also helped bring about the breakup
of the Whig party. As their party disappeared, some Kentucky
Whigs became Democrats. Others who could not make the
change quickly joined the new American, or Know-Nothing,
party. This short-lived group was anti-foreign and anti-Catholic.
The state’s most disgraceful display of such prejudice came in
Louisville’s “Bloody Monday” riot in August 1855, Nineteen o
more persons were killed and a much larger number injured.

Charles Slaughter Morehead (1855-1859), a former Whig,
was elected governor by the American party in 1855, but he
advocated “perfect equality” for foreigners who had been natural-
ized. Morehead was most interested in establishing a school for
training teachers at Transylvania, but the legislature ended the
project after two years. The governor also secured some prison
reforms, and he had the geological survey completed and published.
However, the growing national controversy over slavery diverted
attention from state issues.

Kentucky voted Democratic in the 1856 presidential election,
in part because native son John C. Breckinridge was the vice
presidential candidate with James Buchanan. The new Republican
party polled only 314 votes in the state out of over 130,000 cast. -
Three years and several crises later, Democrat Beriah Magoffin
(1859-1862) was elected governor. No Kentucky governor had
ever taced as critical a situation as he did as the nation moved
toward secession and civil war. Although he believed in slavery
and states’ rights, Magoffin hoped ro avoid secession through
collective action by the slave states that would force northern
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concessions. His hopes faded, and, when the war started, Ken-
tucky proclaimed neutrality. After the Unionists gained firm
control of the General Assembly, Magoffin resigned as governor
in 1862. _
Kentucky made much progress by 1860. I't was then a relatively
larger and more important state than it has been since the Civil
War. In 1860, when the U.S. House of Representatives was much
smaller than it is today, the commonwealth had ten seats: since
the redistricting following the 1990 census, the state has only six.
But a historian wrote that “Kentucky was never a poor man’s

. frontier,” and well before the Civil War other areas had become

more aftractive to western migrants. While much had been done,
much remained undone in the state. [t must be remembered that

- in the years before 1860 few Americans believed that either state

or national governments should be involved in the many economic
and social programs that in recent years have been assured to he
major functions of government. What seems like unforgivable -
neglect to Kentuckians of the 1990s was a reflection of America
at that time.

Summary

In March 1775, James Harrod led some fifty men to the Kentucky
site they had abandoned the previous year because of Indian
danger, and they completed the cabins and fort that became
Harrodsburg. Within weeks Daniel Boone and a party of axmen
who had opened a trail through Cumberland Gap for Judge
Richard Henderson and the Transylvania Company established
on the banks of the Kentucky River a station they called
Boonesborough. Despite the early dangers, settlers continued to

Land was the great lure, and Kentucky was the spearhead of the
westward migration. On June 1, 1792, Kentucky entered the
union as the fifteenth state, the first state west of the Appalachian
Mountains. Isaac Shelby, a hero of the Battle of King’s Mountrain,
reluctantly accepted election as governor that year. Kentucky and
its leaders grew in importance with Henry Clay emerging as a
ruajor figure in state and national politics. Bur his compromises
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could not avert secession and the civil war that came in 1861,
Kenrucky first adopted a policy of neurrality but later affirmed its
ties to the Union. Progress had taken place in Kentucky from

statehood to the Civil War, but that conflict made the state’s
future still an uncertain one.
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CHAPTER 6

Clyde F. Crews

The hardy pioneers who settled Kentucky not
only brought with them into the commonwealth their worldly
possessions and often meager fortunes, wmany of them alio rrans.
ported to the wilderness their ancient religious faith and heritage.
Yet, not all of them were particularly pious; historians estimate
that somewhat less than 10 percent of the early settlers belonged
on a regular basis to any particular church. Nor were they the first
people to worship in this storied land of Kentucky. Though little
is known about them except from scattered archaeological re-
mains, Native Americans had lived intermittently in the area
for thousands of years, perhaps as far back as 12,000 years ago. Such
groups as the Adena, Mississippian, and Fort Ancient cultures
seem to have had a deep sense of an afterlife, judging by their
variety of rituals.

Many scholars find the roots of the word “religion” in the Latin
words re and ligio, suggesting linkage (ligio) back (re) to a primal

~.source.of energy, powet, compassion,-and protection. If this is-

accurate, the earliest settlers of Kentucky, isolated and remote on
their frontier, soon gave evidence of a hunger for all the comfort
and challenge that religion could provide. The ancient faiths
would help to bring civilization, order, educarion, and stability to
the {rontier; in turn, the new land would infuse many of the
traditional religions with greater diversity, democracy, and inten-
sity.
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The Frontier Beckons

Although the largest denominational groups to make an early
appearance in Kentucky were Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians,
and Catholics, the first recorded Christian service in the state was
led by Anglican (Episcopal ) minister John Lyth, at Boonesborough
on Sunday, May 28, 1775. At that primal Kentucky settlement,

still part of the British colony of Virginia, the worshipers gathered .

R 44

beneath a massive elm tree and prayed for Britain’s “most gracious
sovereign Lord King George.” Within a decade, after the Ameri-
can Revolution, many of their number would be celebrating their
independence from that same Majesty, George 111,

The first sizable Baptist congregation was that of the Severns
Valley settlement (later Elizabethtown) in 1781. In that same
year, the “Traveling Church” of some 500 Baptists from Virginia
made their way into Kentucky, convinced that their journey
across the mountains was a parallel to that of the ancient Israel-
ites crossing from Egypt to the Promised Land. An éarly Baptist
preacher, James Garrard, served as the commonwealth’s secon
governor (1796-1804). Another early Baptist minister, David
Barrow, formed in 1807 an association of churches in opposition
to slavery: the Baptist Licking-Locust Association, Friends of
Humanity. One of its members was Thomas Lincoln, father of the
future president. The Baptist leadership of Kentucky was also
active in founding Georgetown College in 1819.

Kentucky’s first Presbyterian service occurred in 1780, led by
Terah Templin; but the most outstanding minister of that de-
nomination on the frontier was to be Princeton-educated David

" Rice, who not only would agitate against slavery but also would

be instrumental in establishing Transylvania Seminary (later
University), Kentucky's first major cenrer of learning. Presbyterians
would later be the guiding hand in the founding of Centre
College.

The Methodists also made inroads in the area in the 1780s,
with Francis Clark, a lay preacher, as the leading force. Nationally
known Methodist Bishop Francis Asbury would soon appoint
missionaries James Haw and Benjamin Ogden to this western
outpost; and the bishop would pay no less than fifteen visits to
Kentucky himself, once addressing what he termed a “sickly
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serious congregation.” The Methodist preachers, like most early
ministers in the commonwealth, served as “circuit-riders” to their
far-flung flocks and wherever they might get a hearing for their
preaching of the Gospel. “The weather is so bad,” went an early
Kentucky saying, “that only a Methodist preacher would be out
in it.”

Sunday sermons on the frontier usually ran to ninety minutes
in most of the churches. And many of the early ministers regularly
instructed their people from the pulpit (and at times in individual
confrontations) about such matters as drunkenness, adultery,
promiscuity, dancing, and swearing. In some congregations, men
and women were carefully seated on opposite sides of the aisle.

Much of this early Protestant activity in Kentucky centered,

~generally speaking, in the Bluegrass area. In the nearby Knobs
region clustered the work of early Catholic leaders. From Mary-
land in the 1780s came leagues of Catholic laity who would settle
along the creeks of what are now Nelson, Washington, and
Marion counties—known as “The Holy Land” to Catholic his-
torians.
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Figure 6.1 St. Joseph's
Cathedral in Bardstoun )
(Kenucky Historical Sociery). Although the earliest Catholic settlements were

lay-founded, the pioneers appealed to the Bishop
of Baltimore for priests; many that came were,
exilesfrom the French Revolution, including Stephen
Badin, the first priest ordained in America. In
1808, Pope Pius VII made Bardstown the seat of a
new diocese that took in over six states, and he
named the courtly Benedict Flager as “first Bishc
of the West.” Soon Flaget gathered around him a
group of lay and clerical leaders who would make
Kentucky the leading point from which Catholi-
cism spread to the Midwest and the South.

An extensive array of Catholic institutions
arose in the Bardstown area: colleges (such as St.
Joseph’s at Bardstown and St. Mary’s near Leba-
non) and academies to serve the general public; St.
Joseph’s Cathedral and St. Thomas Seminary (cach
the first in the West) and Gethsemani Abbey (one
of the oldest in the nation) for the Catholic com-
munity.

The Great Revival

As Kentucky and the nation moved into the Jacksonian era, a
new intensity of religious life was in evidence. This was in part
owing to a religious event of national significance that had taker
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place in Kentucky a generation before. The Great Revival (or
Awakening) began in Logan County in 1800 when scores were
converted during emotional outdoor services. A Presbyterian
divine, Barton Warren Stone, came to observe and related that
the scenes he witnessed “baffled description.” In the summer of
1801 at Bourbon County in the Bluegrass, Stone arranged for a
revival along the same lines. As a result, Kentucky religion, and
southern religion in general, would never be the same.

Figure 6.2 A fronder camp
meeting, typical of the Clrear
Revival of 1808 {Kesaucky
Historical Society}.
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Allthe loneliness and pent-up emotion of the wilderness years
now found relief as thousands flocked to the open-air meetings,
pitching camp in the area. Hundreds were overcome by jerks,
uncontrollable laughing, singing, and fainting spells; others dashed
uncontrolled through the woods. For all the surface excitement,
many lasting conversions took place at the Cane Ridge Revival,
and within a decade, membership in Baptist, Methodist, and
Presbyterian churches in Kentucky surged. The revival was also
responsible for other lasting effects in the world of religion:

1) It set a pattern for subsequent southern religious revivalisr-
in the United States—a cast of mind that historian John Bol
described ashighly individualistic, localist, and conversion- oriented.

1) The Revival, ironically, created new division and diversity
within Kentucky religion. Presbyterians divided into“New Lights”
(pro-revivalist) and “Old Lights,” with the eventual creation of
a separate Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 1810 led by Finis
Ewing.

3) The New Lights themselves would subdivide when one of
their leaders, Barton Stone, began to fear that Kentucky was on
the verge of religious anarchism. Stone and his followers would
join together with the movement of the “Christian Reformers,”
led by Thomas and Alexander Campbell (father and son). At
Lexington in 1832, a loose merger of these groups would yield the
modern-day Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), a major new
religious denomination in the South.

Yet one more outcome of the Revival in Kentucky was to be
notable in the later history of religion in the commonwealth. The
spiritual agitation in the region lured Shaker missionaries into
Kentucky in 1805 and led to the establishment of two major
communities of that sect, which had come to America with
Mother Ann Lee in 1774. The Pleasant Hill establishment i
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Mercer County and that of South Union in Logan County became
well-known features on the Kentucky landscape. Noted for com-
mon property ownership, pacifism, celibacy, vigorousritual dance,
simplicity, and separation from “the world,” the small Shaker
colonies won the puzzled respect of many of their fellow-citizens
for their eamnestness, kindliness, and excellence in agriculture,
architecture, and crafts. “Put your hands to work,” went a well-
known Shaker dictum, “and your hearts to God.”

Into the Civil War Era

»Already considerably diverse, Kentucky religion began to show
even greater variety in the middle years of the nineteenth century.
The first Unitarians were in evidence by the 1820s, Mormons
were present by the 1830s, and Lutheran numbers began to grow
with the German immigration. The first Jewish congregation of
the commonwealth was established at Louisville in 1842. It was
during these years also that many of the premier black congrega-
tions of Kentucky—often originally largely composed of slaves
—made their appearance. These included the State Street Bap-
tist Church ip Bowling Green, with Nelson Lovings as preacher, Figare 6.3 A baptim of the
and First Baptist in Lexington, where Peter Duerett (“Brother 1500, (Kentucky Historical
Captain”) presided. In Lou- Society).
isville there were nine such
churches. In addition to
worship centers, these con-
gregations often served as
places of social, economic,
and political solidarity.

In this era, the various
o lenominations devoted some -
part of their energies to
theological battles. Most
notable was the series of 130
debates between Alexander
Campbell of the Christian
Church and Presbyterian
Nathan Rice in Lexington
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in the autumn of 1843. Topics included baptism and the creed,
with Henry Clay serving as moderator and referee.

Disagreements, regrettably, were not always so civil. Catho-

lics, Jews, and Mormons were often made to feel unwelcome in
thisera. In 1862, an infamous military order issued at Paducah had
been dismissive of all Jews in the area, while the Bloody Monday
riot against Catholics in Louisville in August 1855 resulted in
more than nineteen deaths.
..., Butby far the greatest political and moral conflict in Kentucky
during these years centered on the issue of slavery. Abolitionism
found many advocates in slave-state Kentucky in such individuals
as Presbyterian John Fee and Methodist Calvin Fairbank. The
latter, along with Delia Webster, was quite active in the Underground
Railroad movement to free slaves by spiriting them across the
Ohio. Both Webster and Fairbank were jailed in Frankfort for
their efforts.

In Louisville, the commonwealth’s border metropolis, one
could witness both slave sales and massive abolition meetings at
the Jefferson County Court House. When the Kentucky const’
tution was rewritten in 1849, several religious leaders spearheade
a drive to end slavery in the state, but to no avail.

Several of the churches of Kentucky had experienced ruptures
over the issue of slavery. The Methodists, holding their national
meeting in Louisville in 1845, had split into two parts, with most
Kentucky Methodists veering toward the southern position.
Presbyterians and Baptists had seen somewhat similar divisions.
Among the Presbyterians, two well-known ministers represented
dramatically the parting of ways that came with the Civil War.
The Reverend Robert J. Breckinridge of Lexington became an .
outspoken opponent of slavery and proponent of the Union, while
Stuart Robinson, a Louisville pastor, pronounced southern
sympithies and moved to Canada until the war’s end. Kentucky’s
Episcopal Bishop Benjamin Bosworth Smith was himself antislavery
and pro-Union but publicly moderate throughout the Civil War.
The Catholic Bishop of Louisville, Martin John Spalding, was
publicly neutral throughout the war and hosted at his cathedral
massive services to commemorate the fallen of both armies.



Student Essay




17

10-O0UR KENTUCKY

The Gilded Age and a New Century

With the coming of the Gilded Age in the years after the Civil
War, women played an increasing role in the life of both church
and society. Earlier in the century, Catholic women in the
Kentucky “Holy Land” had established three sisterhoods that
were among the first such religious communities in the nation:

the Sisters of Loretto (1812); the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth

(1812}, early led by the resourceful Catherine Spaldmg, and the
Dominican Sisters at Springfield {1822). By the period after the
war, these groups, joined by several others throughout the state,
had several hundred of their numbers active in schools, orphan-
ages, and hospitals. The sisters had especially and memorably
endeared themselves to the population for their nursing care of
the wounded of both sides during the Civil War.

[t is an often forgotten fact that many of the earliest hospitals
in Kentucky were not publicly owned; rather they were in great
measure built, administrated, and staffed by women of various
religious faiths. This is not only true of the Catholic religion.
communities {who built four major hospitals in Louisville alone).
Methodist women were instrumental in building Louisville’s
Deaconess Hospital, and Jewish Hospital in the same city was
early directed by a woman as well. When Kentucky went into near
political anarchy in the aftermath of the assassination of Gov-
ernor William Goebel in January 1900, united churchwomen
gathered to call for calm counsel and cool heads.

At the tumn of the century, the nation as a whole was involved
in the “Social Gospel” movement that stressed the imperative role
of religious believers in turning society and its citizens in the
direction of greater justice and opportunity. With little fanfare,
many religious Kentucky women turned their energies to just such
a task. In the cities of Kentucky, churches were highly active in
poverty relief, settlement houses, and health care for the indigent.
More traditionally spiritual forms were not neglected. In Catholic
congregations, the annual “mission” served as a time of intensified
piety and moral self-examination. Protestants of this era were
often touched by urban revivals, such as that held by the nation-
ally renowned Dwight Moody in Louisville in January 1888.
Moody preached over sixty sermons in a week and featured suck
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innovations as sessions billed “for hardened sinners only.” When
the ocean liner Titanic sank in April 1912, ten thousand persons
of all major faiths gathered for a memorial prayer service in
Louisville’s downtown armory. Hymns sung on the deck of the
dying ship were also used for the service. As Protestant, Catholic,
and Jew worshiped together at a time of national grief, a pattern
was being set for an ecumenical (interfaith) age to come.

In the early twentieth century, the moral energies of the
churches were often directed at such concerns as prohibition,
evolution, and gambling. With heavy lobbying by many Protes-
tant ministers, the Kentucky legislature voted overwhelmingly in
favor of the Eighteenth (prohibition) Amendment to the Con-
stitution. In 1922, William Jennings Bryan came to Frankfort to
* address the legislature in favor of a bill forbidding the teaching
of evolution. Opposed by many of the Christian educators of
Kentucky who feared state dictation in education even more than
they feared exposure to the thought of Darwin, the legislation
failed to pass.

A Nuclear and Ecumenical EFra

With the conclusion of the Second World War, the nation was
poised for major social change. Old segregation patterns were
challenged in the military; the common danger of nuclear war
presented a challenge to all peace-loving people; the experience
of the Holocaust as well as the general devastation of the war had
shown the horror to be wrought when national energies were
turned to hate and greed rather than toleration and justice. In the
world of religion, both the founding of the World Council of
Churches (1948) and the holding of Catholicism’s Second Varican

create a renewed atmosphere in which the faiths could move
beyond mere toleration and engage in searching dialogue.
Many religious leaders in Kentucky increasingly joined to-
gether in interfaith conversation, prayer, and social activity. The
Kentucky Council of Churches was formed in 1947 and would
eventually seat representatives from eleven denominations.
Kentucky’s first chapter of the National Conference of Christians
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and Jews had been founded as early as 1936. In 1971, the Louisville
Area Interchurch Organization for Service was established; in
1979 this group invited Jewish membership, becoming one of the
first such organizations in the United States to do so.

The ecumenical movement in Kentucky was especially aided
by the presence in the area of many seats of higher learning founded
under religious auspices. At these centers of learning—such as the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Presbyterian Seminary,
Bellarmine College, and Spalding University in Louisville, Lex-
ington Theological Seminary, Kentucky Wesleyan and Brescia
colleges in Owensboro, Berea College in the Appalachian area,
and Thomas More College in Covington—scholars came to-
gether to understand better each other’s traditions. Within the
individual traditions, as well, reconciliations were taking
place. The northern and southern branches of the Presbyterian
Church, for example, had merged in 1983. Within four years of
this action, the reunited church voted to move its national head-
quarters to Louisville, a city recognized across the country for
the strengths of its ecumenical relationships.

A special light of the ecumenical movement in Kentucky wa
the internationally known Catholic monk Thomas Merton. Merton
wrote prodigiously on a wide range of subjects, including race
relations, nuclear war, the arts, justice in society, Oriental reli-
gions, interfaith understanding, and Christian spiritualities. When
he died in 1968, the New York Times in a front-page obituary spoke
of Merton as a “writer of singular grace about the City of God and
an essayist of penetrating originality on the City of Man.”

In the civil rights movement of the 1960s, the new spirit of
interfaith cooperation found a special place in which to make its
urgent voice heard. Religious leaders were much in evidence
during the March 1964 “March on Frankfort” in support of civil
rights legislation. The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., was a
featured speaker at the event. Afro-American religious figures
such as Bishop C. Eubank Tucker, A.D. King of the Kentucky
Christian Leadership Conference, and the Reverend W.J. Hodge
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) assumed roles of special leadership in the on-
going struggle for racial justice. In later years, religious voices—
usually reasoned, sometimes intense—were raised in Kentucky on
a wide variety of social issues, from systemic poverty to abortion
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from military involvement to feminism, from the envitonment ro
drug eradication.

Religion Today

Today, the range of Kentucky religion includes sophisticated
suburban congregations; country churches; monks intoning the
-ancient chants of Christianity; snake-handling services in remote
mountain hollows; ceremonial foot-washings; professional reli-
gious men and women involved in any number of educational,
social-service, political, and health-care tasks; impassioned and

~ emotional revival meetings; the earnest preaching of Churches of
Christ and Assemblies of God; black gospel choirs; Gothic ca-
thedrals; simple Quaker meeting houses; Jehovah’s Witnesses
praying in Kingdom Halls; Jews sounding the shofar; Muslims in
mosques; Mormons at worship; the chant of an occasional Bud-
dhist assembly. Even the restored stately buildings of the Shakers
at Pleasant Hill stand in mute witness to a quiet people who once
sought peace within their walls.

According to the Kentucky Council of Churches, in recent
years neatly two million Kentuckians (about 55 percent of the
population) adhered to specific religious traditions. They wor-
shiped in 6,700 churches, synagogues, and temples. A Louisville
Courier-Journal poll of 1989 reported that 91 percent of Kentuck-
ians pray occastonally, while 53 percent said that they do so daily.
In the 1990Kentucky General Assembly, all 138 membersclaimed
allegiance to the Christian faith.

The three largest religious traditions in Kentucky today (with
numbers rounded) are Baptists (888,000), Catholics (365,000),
and Methodists {(236,000). The major faiths have dotted the

landscape of Kentucky with their institutions of concem fortotal

community good such as colleges, hospitals, retirement homes,
poverty relief, and recreation and counseling centers. Within
their congregations, the believers continue to worship, build
community, attempt self-scrutiny, and serve society. Even those
who are critical of organized religion may find among modern-day
Kentucky believers many a sympathetic ear and self-questioning
spirit,
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Summary

Religion'has been a shaping force in Kentucky from the days of
the Native Americans down to our own era. In the late eighteenth
century, major Protestant traditions as well as Catholicism helped
tosettle and tame the wilderness. In the early nineteenth century,
Kentucky was the scene of major revivals, as well as a center of
the dispute over the morality of slaveholding. The Civil War was
a divisive force in religion as well as politics in Kentucky. In the
postwar years, a new diversity of faith was in evidence, especially
in the Jewish immigrants coming to the cities. By the twentieth
century, Kentucky not only formed a study in diversity of reli-
gion, italso served as a national center of interfaith tolerance and
dialogue.

Religion in Kentucky has deep roots and represents a surpris-
ing diversity. In their beliefs, rituals, and ethics, the many faiths
of Kentucky have contributed mightily in the shaping of a people
and their commonwealth.



CHAPTER 7

e e - * = e

Slavery Antislavery

John Dawid Smith

The history of slavery and the antislavery move-
ment in Kentucky provide important insights into the central
dilemma that confronted nineteenth-century whire Kentuckians:
their narional versus their sectional identity. On the one hand,
white Kentuckians’ identification withslavery linked them culturally,
economically, and emotionally to the plantation South. But the
very nature of Kentucky agriculture and slavery in the common-
wealth made the large majority of whites there less willing to sever
their ties with the Union over slavery or states’ rights than in the
Deep South.

Positioned on the South’s border--~literally sandwiched be-
tween the lands of slavery and freedom—the commonwealth had
equally strong ties to the institution of black slavery and to
commercial relations with its northern neighbors. Pulled, then,
in different directions by conflicting allegiances, white Kentuckians

(the vast majority of whom never held slaves) eventually decided

~to cast their lot with the Union in the secession crisis of 1860-

1861. In doing so, however, they never intended to sacrifice
slavery and in no sense repudiated the tenets of white supremacy.
In the end, Kentucky slavery succumbed to the realities of war.
President Abraham Lincoln’s emancipation policies ultimately
sounded the death knell for slavery in the commonwealth.
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Slave Life in Kentucky

Yet less than one hundred years before, in the eighteenth cen-
tury, the earliest slaves had entered Kentucky accompanying the
white pioneers who first settled the state. Most slaves who came
to North America from Africa derived from the coastal regions
of Angola, the Bight of Biafra, the Gold Coast, and Senegambia.

Together with their masters, the slaves cleared. paths; planted: -
Ucrops, harvested fields, and constructed the commoniwealth’s

earliest dwellings. Bondsmen along the Kentucky frontier joined
Daniel Boone and Benjamin Logan in defending their homesteads
from Indian attack. Asearlyas 1777, a census taken at Fort Harrod
reported nineteen slaves (including seven children under ten
years of age) among the earliest permanent settlers in Kentucky.
Over the next decade, the state’s slave population experienced
extraordinary growth. In 1790, the first federal census reported
11,830 slaves in Kentucky (16.2 percent of its total population).
So quickly did its slave population grow that in 1800 bondsmen
constituted 18.3 percent (40,343) of the state’s population. Thr
decades later the number of slaves had swelled to 24 percent
(165,213) of its population.

After 1830, slavery’s growth rate in Kentucky slowed. The
state’s Non-Importation Law of 1833 ourlawed the transportation
of slaves into the state for resale to the Deep South. The law was

Table 7.1 Blacks in Kentucky's Population, 1790-1860

Blacks - Whites .
% of % of % of all % of
blacks in slaves to Total black  blacks to whites to| Total
Slaves  slavery total pogp. pop- total pop. | Whites total pop.| pop.
1790 11,830  99.05 16.1 11,944 16.34 61,133 83.66 73,077
1800 40,343 982 18.2 41,084 18.59 179,871 81.41 220,955
1810 80,563 979 19.8 82,274 20.24 324,237 79.76 406,511
1820 | 126,732 978 22.46 129,491 2295 434,644 77.05 564,135
1830 | 165,213 971 24.01 170,130 24.73 517,787 7527 687,917
1840 | 182,258  96.15 23.37 189,575 2431 590,253 75.69 779,828
1850 | 210,981 9547 2147 220,992 2249 761,413 77151 982,405
1860 | 225483 9548 19.5 236,167 20.44 919,517 79.56 | 1,155,684

]
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repealed in 1849. On the eve of the Civil War, 39,000 Kentucky
slaveholders (fewer than 30 percent of Kentucky’s white families)
owned 225,483 bondsmen. In 1860, slaves constituted 19.5 percent
of the state’s population. But even though its slave population
ranked just ninth among the fifteen slave states, only Virginiaand
Georgia had more slaveholders than Kentucky. (See Table 7.1.)
Though most of Kentucky’s slaves lived in the fertile, hemp-
producing Bluegrass counties aroiind Lexington, the state’s slave
population was larger and more widely distributed than in the.
other border states. Many Kentucky slaves resided in Louisville
(4,914 in 1860), in Henderson and Oldham counties along the
Ohio River, and in Trigg, Christian, Todd, and Warren counties
in the tobacco-growing south-central section of the state. Slaves
*in Louisville’s urban ‘set-ting__\gp?g___‘k‘ed at various jobs, as carriage
drivers, wagoners, carpenters; bricklayers, tailors, and washerwomen.
But whites in large sections of Kentucky rarely encountered
slaves. Few bondsmen lived in the mountains of eastern and
southeastern Kentucky. The state’s small free black population
(10, 684 in 1860) accounted for only 4.5 percent of Kentucky's
Negro population and less than 1 percent of its total population.
Kentucky’s free black population ranked third among the slave
states that remained loyal to the Union in 1861 and seventh
overall among the slave states and the District of Columbia.

When describing slavery in Kentucky, proslavery spokesmen
as well as generations of later historians have labeled slavery there
as “different” from slavery in the rest of the South. To be sure,
Kentucky slavery deviated from the institution in the lower South
in several important ways.

First; most Kentucky bondsmen lived on farms, not planta-
tions, in units that averaged about five slaves. Only 12 percent
of Kentucky’s masters owned twenty or more slaves and only
seventy petsons held fifty or more hondsmen. Twenty percent of

o Kentucky's slaves, however, labored on large farms with twenty
or more bondsmen, largely growing hemp, tobacco, and cereals
and tending mules and livestock. Because Kentucky was ill-suited
to the plantation crops of the lower South, slavery in the com-
monwealth had, according to one historian, a “uniquely personal”
character. While this may have been so, slavery in Kentucky was
no less exploitative and dehumanizing than the institution else-
where. Indeed, Kentucky was known as a major supplier of slaves
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Figure 7.1 A slave sale on .
Cheapside in Lexington
(University of Kentucksy,
Special Colleciions).

for the domestic slave
trade. Estimates for the
period from the 1830s to
the 1850s suggest that
Kentucky exported an-
nually over 2,500 bonds-
men. Nonethelessslavery
in the commonwealth did

in other locales.
Concentrated on
small farms, Kentucky
masters and slaves com-
monly worked alongside
one another in the fields,
barns, or outbuildings. They often labored together clearing land,
constructing cabins, and even eating and rearing their families in
close proximity. Growing crops on diversified agricultural units,
Kentucky bondsmen performed a multiplicity of tasks and thereby
were exposed to less of the tedium of large-scale gang labor tha
plagued their brethren in the Deep South. In order to keep pace
with fluctuating market demand and seasonal needs characteris-
tic of agricultural work, many Kentucky masters hired out their
skilled slaves as carpenters, blacksmiths, brick masons, coopers,
herders, stevedores, waiters, and factory workers. In 1860, roughly
one-quarter of Louisville’s slaves were hired out. The hiring-out
system provided masters with considerable flexibility in utilizing
their slave work force. It afforded slaves a sense of freedom and
perhaps a small measure of independence. _ .
In his farm book, Robert Wilmot Scott listed numerous slave
hire entries for his thousand-acre Locust Hill Estate that straddled
the Franklin and Woodford county boundary. Each fall, he hired

slaves from neighboring farmers to shuck corn at the rate of

approximately $3.75 per thirty-one shocks (sheaves of grain). A
pioneer “scientific” agriculturist, Scott experimented with vari-
ous crops and breeds of livestock. In 1850, his farm, considered
large by antebellum Kentucky standards, contained twenty-six
slaves (fourteen females and twelve males) who ranged in age
between one and fifty years old. A decade later, Scott held thirty-
three slaves (twenty females and thirteen males) who averaged

under thirry years old. Though Scott’s slaves labored under his- -

differ somewhat from that

-
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direct supervision, they also worked under white overseers who
apparently rarely satisfied their employer. The bondsmen, who
frequently were ill, received medical care from a local doctor and
were issued store-bought cloth and other clothing supplies ob-
tained from a Frankfort merchant. Scott recorded purchasing
“shoes for Nef,” “dress for Louisa,” and “pantaloons for Bartow.”

Although few Kentucky farmers cultivated plantations the
size of Locust Hill (farms rarely exceeded six hundred acres), most
followed Scott’s lead and utilized slaves as diversified laborers.
Cotton, the mainstay of slavery in the Deep South, never took
hold in the commonwealth. As late as 1840, Kentucky ranked
second in the nation in corn production, and slaves engaged in
all stages of the corn harvest, including preparing the land,
~ planting, shelling, and grinding. Corn, which could be planted
either before or after other crops and was harvested as long as
necessary, was cultivated concurrently with hemp, the cash crop
most often identified with Kentucky slavery. In 1850, for ex-
ample, Merit Williams of Scott County produced, among other
crops, 6,000 bushels of corn and twenty-four tons of hemp.

A tall, annual herb, hemp produced long strands of fiber and
supplied the basic raw material not only for household textiles and
cordage but for bale rope and bagging necessary for the South’s
cotton trade and heavy canvas needed for America’s sailing
vessels. Hemp was an important staple crop for Kentucky, pro-
ducing in 1849, for example, 17,787 tons (more than one-half of
the national yield). More than 3,500 Kentucky farms and plantations
cultivated hemp in 1852. Fayette County, the state’s leading
hemp producer, consistently held among the highest number of
slaves in the commonwealth. In 1860, Fayette contained only
slightly more whites than blacks.

“Without hemp,” wrote historian James F. Hopkins, “slavery
might not have flourished in Kentucky, since other agricultural

bondsmen.” Farmers discovered, for example, that slaves gener-
ally were less profitable in cropping tobacco than in growing hemp
and grains along with tending livestock. Hemp, which required
the attention of slaves for only part of the year, thus freed the
bondsmen to perform other agricultural tasks. Unlike cotton
slaves who labored in gangs, those engaged in hemp cultivation
often worked on the task system—performing a specified number
of jobs per day. It was the nature of the crops, not the acreage, that

products of the state-were ot conducive t6 the extensive use of =~



o ot =

110 -

Student Essay

OUR KENTUCKY

determined the number of slaves and the nature of the work they
performed on Kentucky’s farms.

Kentucky planters deemed slave labor essential for every stage
of hemp production. Slaves broke the soil, smoothed the fields
with plows and harrows, and spread the seed. When the plants
ripened, slaves cut the ten-foot stalks with knives. After the plants
had been rotted by the dew, bondsmen separated the fibers from
the stalks with hemp-breaking machinery. Though agriculturists
urged Kentucky hemp planters to develop a stronger and more
flexible fiber by replacing the dew-rotted process with the water-
rotted method, slaves protested, refusing to labor in the stench
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produced by the latter process. To some extent, then, the bonds-
men influenced the quality and success of Kentucky’s cash crop.
Slaves also dominated work in Kentucky’s factories thar manu-
factured hemp into coarse linen, bagging, and cordage. Many
bondsmen suffered from “hemp pneumonia’—an ailment that
afflicted slaves engaged in cutting the fiber.
Describing Kentucky slavery, historian J. Winston Coleman,
Jr., wrote that it was “a social order once kindly yet cruel,
benevolent though despotic.” While on an individual level the
institution may have had its “kindly” and “benevolent” aspects,
few bondsmen recalled their enslavement with fondness and
instead viewed their captivity as oppressive, humiliating, and
burdensome. In 1849, Henry
~Bibb, a Kentucky fugitive
slave, described his restless -
vearning for freedom.
“Sometimesstanding on the
OhioRiver bluff,” he wrote,
“looking over on afree State,
and as far north as my eyes
couldsee, T have eagerly gazed
upon the blue sky of the free
Notth, . . . that I might soar
away to where there is no

$IT30 REWARD.

ANAWAY from the subscriber, on the night «
Monday the L1th July, & negro man named

about 30 years of age, 5 feet 6 er 7 inches high; «

dark color; hesvy in the chest; several of his jav®

teeth out; and upon his body are several old marks «

the whip, one of them atraight down the back. F

Emk with him s quantity of clothing, and sever.
atis,

slavery; no clanking of
chains, no captives, no lac-
erating of backs, no parting

A reward of &150 will be paid for his apprehensic
and security, if taken out of the State of Kentuck
$100 if taken in any county bordering on the Oh
river; $50 if taken in any of the interior counties e

cept Fayette; or 20 if taken in the latter county.

of husbands and wives; and july 12-84-¢f B. L. BOST(ON,

where man ceases to be the
property of his fellow man.”
Despondent as a slave, Bibb believed that he “was in a far worse
state than Egyptian bondage; for they had houses and land; I had

Figure 7.2 One form of

vesistance 1o slavery was

escape. Advertisements such
.....t15.this.one. dotted state ...

newspapers before the Civil
counsel, to tell them what to do, and where to go, and even to  War( University of Kensucky,
Special Collections}.

go with them; T had none. I was surrounded by opposition on every
hand. My friends were few and far between. [ have often felt when
running away as if [ had scarcely a friend on earth.”
Kentucky's 1798 slave code and later revisions defined bonds-
men as “chattels,” as property, thereby denying them basic rights,
including citizenship, education, legal marriages, and control
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over property, even themselves. Most slaves lived at the subsis-
tence level--in a one-room, dirt-floor hut, dressed in skimpy,
coarse, and ragged clothes. They ate a high carbohydrate diet of
meat, meal, and molasses, supplementing this monotonous fare
with vitamin-rich greens cultivated in their own garden truck
patches. The strength of the slaves’ nuclear families and the
creation of their own slave communiries enabled the blacks to
withstand the horrots of forced separation, the sale of family
members, and the physical abuse of slave women. Nonetheless,

" Blacks resisted the system and expressed their longing for freedom

through several cultural means, including African-inspired reli-
gion, humor, crafts, folktales, songs, and dances. Running away
provided slaves like Bibb the ultimate form of resistance. They
stole themselves to freedom.
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carried out your purposes-there would have been no relief, But I rejoice
to say. that an unseen, kind spirit appeared for the oppressed, and bade
me take up my bed and walk--—-the result of which is that | am vicrori-
ous and you are defeated.

1 am comfortably sn?ual:ed in Canada working for George Hatris,
one of the persons that act a part in “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” He was a
slave a few years ago in Kéritﬁcky, and now owns a farm so level that
there is not hills enough to hide a dog, yet so large that I got lost in it
the other day. He says that I 1 ‘may be the means of helping poor fugp
tives and doiiig them as much good as he does, in time. .

. There is only one thmg to prevent me being entitely happy
here, and that is the want of my dear wife and children, and you to see
us‘enjoying ourselves’ together here. I wish you could realize the con-
trast between Freedom and Slavery; but it is not likely that we shall

“ever meet again on this earth. But if you want to go to the next world
and meet a God of love, mercy, and justice, in peace; who says “Inas-
much as you did it to the least of them my little ones, you did it unto
me”~-making the professions that you do, pretending to be a follower
of Christ, and tormenting me and my little ones as you have done—
had better repair the breaches you have made among 1s in this world,
by sending my wife and chlldren 1o me; thus preparing to ineet your
God in peace; for, if God don t pumsh you for inflicting such distress
on dhie poorest of His poor, then there is no use of having any God, or
talking about one. But, in this letter, I have said enough to cause you to
do all that is necessary for you to do, providing you are any part of the
marn you pretend to be. So I will close by saying that, if you see proper
to reply to my letter, either condemning or justifying the course you
have taken with me, I will again write you.

I hope you will consider candidly and see if the case does not
justify every word | have said, and ten times as much. You must not
consider that it is-a slave talking to “massa” now, but one as free as
yourself.

[ subscribe myself one of the abused of America, but one of the

justified and honored of Canada.

 Jackson Whitney

Source: Douglas’ Monthly, 1 (August 18593, 125.
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Antislavery Effects

A minority of white Kentuckians sympathized openly with the
slaves’ determination to be free. According to historian Lowel]l H.
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Harrison, by the 1820s, a substantial number “shared a sort of
comfortable uneasiness about the institution of slavery.” In spite
of their state’s clear commitment to slavery as an economic and
legal institution, courageous and influential antislavery leaders—
some advocating gradual and compensated emancipation, others
demanding immediate, uncompensated abolition—voiced fierce
and persistent opposition to slavery. They emphasized slavery’s
harmful effects on blacks and whites alike and underscored just

- how far slavery had led their state from. the ideals:of:-democracy- - -

and social justice.

As early as 1792, for example, David Rice, a Presbyterian
minister who emigrated to Kentucky from Virginia, published the
commonwealth’s first antislavery tract, Slavery Inconsistent with
Justice and Good Policy. In his broad attack on slavery, one that
played to whites’ fears of race mixing and denied thart slavery was
God’s will, Rice tried to influence members of Kentucky’s consti-
tutional convention to emancipate slaves gradually. He urged
them to dismiss slavery in the abstract, to devise a means to
emancipate Kentucky's blacks over time, to terminate the impe-
ration of slaves into the new state, and, finally, to educate blac,
so that upon emancipation they could function as freedmen and
freedwomen. “As creatures of God,” Rice declared, “we are, with,
respect to liberty, all equal.” He reminded slaveholders that
blacks, as well as whites, deserved justice, and that slavery ulti-
mately harmed masters just as it hindered their servants. Slavery,
he argued, weakens “the foundarions of moral, and . . . political
virtue” and “produces idleness.” Rice further predicted thar if they
remained in bondage, the blacks eventually would “subvert the
government, and throw all into confusion.” Despite his impas-
sioned plea, slavery received firm protection under Kentucky's
constitution and, ironically, Rice never freed his own slaves.

Early in the nineteenth century, Kentuckians opposed to
slavery tended tocluster around two groups— the Kentucky Abolition
Society (KAS) and the Kentucky Colonization Society (KCS),
the latter abranch of the national American Colonization Society
(ACS). Founded in 1808, the KAS damned slavery as “a system
of oppression pregnant with moral, national and domestic evils,
ruinous to national tranquility, honorand enjoyment.” Advocating
emancipationist arguments similar ro those that Rice had espoused,
the KAS organized local antislavery societies in the commor
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wealth (eight were reported in 1827) and published the short-
lived Abolition Intelligencer and Missionary Magazine. Though these
societies failed to usher in gradual emancipation, they kept the
question of abolition before the public, so much so that Abolition
Intelligencer editor John Finley Crowe received threats for his
safety from proslavery men.

The colonization movement enabled influential slaveholder-
politicians like Heniry Clay to favor sending free blacks and man-
_umitted.slaves back ro Africa, all the while distancing themselves -
from the principle of immediate abolition. Founded in 1816, the
ACS appealed to Kentuckians who feared free blacks in their
midst in general, and as potential instigators of slave revolt in
particular. The KCS, organized in 1829, absorbed colonizationist
groups in the state that had surfaced as early as 1823. By 1832,
over thirty such societies existed in the commonwealth. Though
the KCS condemned slavery “as a great moral and political evil ”
it was at best a conservative force that backed an impractical
solution ro a complex moral and social problem. Significantly, few
free black Kentuckians wished to leave America, which, in spite
of the curse of slavery, had over several generations become their
home. As a result, even with some state funding, from 1829 to
1859 the KCS succeeded in repatriating only 658 black Kentuckians
to Liberia.

Kentucky public opinion on the slavery question hardened in
the 1830s and [840s. Nat Turner’s slave revolt in Virginia (1831),
South Carolina’s nullification crisis (1832-1833), and William
Lloyd Garrison’s advocacy of immediate abolition without com-
pensation or colonization alarmed slaveholders. The growing
strength of the abolitionist movement in the North after 1830 led
many white Kentuckians to fear that their slave property, as well
as the South’s social and racial order, might be in peril. Such
concerns grew in 1833 when Kentucky's legislature outlawed the

importation of slaves into the state for sale. Two years later, James
G. Birney, a prominent slaveholder from Danville, freed his
own bondsmen, denounced colonization, and organized the
Kentucky Anti-Slavery Society. Slavery clashed with the basic
tenets of Christian morality, Birney said. Its immediate destruc-
tion was essential for the preservation of the Union. When
Kenruckians soon after blocked his attempt to establish an anti-
slavery newspaper, he left the state. In 1840 and 1844, Birney ran
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Figure 7.3 Andislavery
advocate Cassius M. Clay
(University of Kentucky,
Special Collections).
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unsuccessfully for the presidency on the Liberty party ricker.
Though proslavery politicians repealed Kentucky's Non-Im-
portation Act in 1849, that year more than 150 delegates, includ-
ing Cassius M. Clay and John G. Fee, attended an antislavery
convention in Frankfort. Emancipationists in twenty-nine
counties polled ten thousand votes in a state election later
that year. One abolitionist, Calvin Fairbank, put theory into
practice and selflessly assisted fugitive slaves northward to

teen years in prison for his courageous acts. The contribu-
tions of Clay and Fee suggest the contradictions and diversity
of the abolition movement in the commonwealth in the
years before the Civil War.

Forallhis bravado and bloody encounters with proslavery
men, the fiery Cassius Clay espoused a moderate emancipa-
tionist viewpoint and accepted the legality of slavery. Though
in 1840 he proclaimed “slavery to be an ewil . . . an unmixed

A Voice against Slavery

An antislavery talk by the Reverend Robert J. Breckinridge, as reported in the
Lexington Observer and Reporter, July 4, 1849.

“Every one of these human beings is, like us, created in the image of
God; has, like us, an immortal soul; is, like us, capable of joy and
sorrow; will, like us, lie down in the grave; and, at the great day, stand
with us before the throne of God. There is in the bosom of all huran
societies, a desire and a power of ceaseless progress. It has struggled
always, it is struggling now, it will struggle to the end. Many failures
have passed—many are still to come. Not until men clearly see the real
and the only security for their grear development, will those failures
cease. . .. What is just, what is right, what is good-—let them do these,
and they will fail no more. What is wrong, what is unjust, what is evil—
let them do these, under whatever pretext of political necessity, and
they cannot but suffer and fail—. . . . Perhaps not today, but soon,
Kentucky will take, must take another step in this great school of
wisdom. The light that is covering the earth, cannot turn to darkness
upon her pleasant hill sides and along her smiling plains. When the day
has come for mankind to break their chains and burst open their
prisons, she will not select that day to consecrate her soil to eternal
slavery, and dedicate her children to eternal wrong.”
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freedom. Kentucky’s-courts rewarded Fairbank with severn: -+
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evil,” Clay was slow to free his own bondsmen and held little
sympathy for blacks as persons. Clay denounced slavery because
of its alleged ill effects on Kentucky's economy, particularly on
nonslaveholding whites. As a solution, he advocated a legal
process whereby female slaves would be emancipated gradually
over time. Far less extreme than Garrison’s demands for imme-
diate abolition, Clay’s opinions nonetheless appeared to a Lex-
ington editor as “militant and provocative.”

In August 1845, Clay’s newspaper, the True American, out-
raged Kentucky slaveholders when he suggested easing conditions
for the slaves and granting polirical equality to free blacks. Clay
warned that unless whites emancipated their slaves, the blacks
would revolt, “for the day of retribution is at hand, and the masses
Will be avenged!” Lexington authorities, armed with an in junction,
seized Clay’s press and transported it to Cincinnari, where he
continued to publish the True American until mid-1846. Years
later, after stumping for Republican presidenrial candidate Abraham
Lincoln, Clay was appointed U.S. minister ro Russia.

Kentucky Preserves Slavery
Front Kentucky’s 1850 Constitution:
ARTICLE X.

Concerning Slaves.

§1. The Geheral_Assem_bly shall have no power to pass laws for
me'emancipatibn of slaves, without the consent of their owners, or
without paying their owners, previous to such emancipation, a full
equivalent in money, for the slaves so emancipated, and providing for
théir removal from the State. They shall have no power to prevent
immigrants to this State from bringing with them such persons as are
deemed slaves by the laws of any of the United States, so long as any
person of the same age or description shall be continued in slavery by

the laws of this State. They shall pass laws to permit owners of slavesto

emancipate themn, saving the rights of creditors, and to prevent them
from remaining in this State after they are emancipated. They shall
have full power to prevent slaves being brought into this State as
merchandise. They shall have full power to prevent slaves he ing
brought into this State who have been, since the first day of January,
one-thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, or may hereafter be
imported into any of these United States from a foreign country. And
they shall have full power to pass such laws as may be necessary to

o
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oblige the ownets of slaves to treat them with- humanity, to provide for

them necessary clothing and provision, 0 abstain, from all injuries to
- them, extending to life or limb; and in case of their neglect or refusal

to comply with the directions of such laws, to have such slave or slaves
sold, for the benefit of their owner or owners.

§. 2. The General Assembly shall pass laws providing that any
free negro or mulatto hereafter immigrating to, and any slave hercafter
emancipated in, and refusing to leave this State, or having left, shall
return and settle within this State, shall be deemed guiley of a feiony, -

§'3. Inthe prosecution of skives for felony, no mquest bya
granid jury shall bé necessary, but the procéédings’in suchi i prosecution
shall be regulated by law, except that the General Assembly shall have
no power to deprive them of the privilege of an impartial trial by 2
petit jury.
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Unlike Clay, Fee held an intense moral and religious abhor-
rence for the peculiar institution and challenged Kentucky’s
courts. He favored immediate abolition and flatly refused co'
nization. “In whatever way we enter our protest against slaver,
Fee wrote in 1847, “it must be for the good reason that it is sin
against God.” Willing neither to associate with slaveholders nor
to employ force against them, Fee subscribed to a “higher law” to
disprove the legality of slavery. He challenged biblical defenses
of slavery and charged that “freedom is the natural state of all
men.” Afterstarting antislavery congregations in Bracken County,
in 1854 Fee moved to Madison County where he established a
church, interracial schools, and a college in Berea. Again and
again proslavery mobs harassed Fee and his antislavery disciples.
The courts offered them no protection. As the Civil War ap-
proached, they were forced to flee to Cincinnati for safety.

The Civil War and Slavery’s End

Though Birne , Clay, Fee, and other antislavery leaders ulti-
g Y ¥

mately failed to rid Kentucky of slavery, they nonetheless kept the
question of abolition alive in the commonwealth. Kentucky
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entered the Civil War loyal to the Union but thoroughly divided.
Kentucky slaveholders trusted Lincoln to protect their property
and naively believed that the institution of slavery could survive
the stresses and strains of war. In 1862, large numbers of fugitive
slaves—property of pro-Confederate and pro-Union masters alike
—flocked to Union army garrisons, only to be returned to their
owners. Lincoln meanwhile failed in attempts to persuade Ken-
tuckians to accept a plan of voluntary compensated emancipa-
tion: The conflict dragged on and the Emancipation Proclama-
tion transformed it into a war of black libéfation. Though the F#ere 74 Camp Nelson on
. ‘ ) ] the Kentucky River was a refuge

Emancipation Proclamation applied only to the Confederate states for blecks dring the Civil War
and not to Kentucky, which remained officially loyal to the (University of Kentucks,
Union, slavery'sdemise became Special Collzions).
only a matter of time. Increas-
ingly after 1863, Union troops
refused toreturn runaway slaves
and, not surprisingly, entire
families of slaves ran for the
safety of U.S. Army camps. In
the spring and summer of 1864,
thousands of Kentucky blacks
descended upon Camp Nelson
and other recruiting posts. By
war’s end, 23,703 Kentucky
blacks (57 percent of the state’s black men between the ages of
eighteen and forty-five) had entered the army. Among the slave
states, Kentucky contributed the second largest number of black
troops to the Union cause.

By 1865, the war had so thoroughly weakened the bonds of
slavery that the institution in Kentucky lay in shambles. In March
1865, Congress emancipated the wives and children of the state's
black troops. But because Kentucky, unlike Matyland and Mis-

souri, refused to emancipate its slaves by state action, the status
of thousands of black Kentuckians remained unsettled. The situ-
ation was worsened because in February 1865, Kentucky's legis-
larure had rejected the Thirteenth Amendment. Many slaveholders
hoped for compensation from the government for the loss of their
slave property. It was far too late, however, for compensated
emancipation, which was at best a pipe dream. Not until Decem-
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ber 1865, when the Thirteenth Amendment was ratified, were all
blacks in Kentucky finally freed. Slavery remained a legal insti-
tution longer in Kentucky than in any other state except Dela-
ware.
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The Civil Rights Amendments

 Portions.of the 13th Amendment (1865) and 14th Amendment (1 868) to
the U.S. Constitution:

AMENDMENT 13

§ 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as punish-
ment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall
exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdic-
tior.

AMENDMENT 14

§ ‘1. All persans born or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States ar
of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any la.
which shal brtd _p‘rivilegas or immunities of citizens of the
all any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or

United States; nor's
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
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Even though most whites never owned slaves, slavery re-
mained one of Kentucky’s most important antebellum social and
economic institutions. Slaveholding not only defined wealth,
class, and prestige but provided whites with a vehicle for upward
mobility and mechanisms of social and racial control. So en-
trenched was slavery in Kentucky thar its abolition required
radical means, including federal occupation, the arming of black
troops, and a constitutional amendment. Still, no matter how
dramatic emancipation was for whites, it paled in comparison with
the social upheaval experienced by the blacks. As free men and
women, Kenrucky's blacks walked steadfastly forward, ever mind-
ful, however, of their state’s long tradition of racism, intoler-
ance, and greed.
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Summary

White Kentuckians struggled throughout the antebellum dec-
ades over the institution of black slavery. While slavery linked
them to southerners in the cotton South, the exploitative labor
system alienated their neighbors to the North and marked Ken-
tucky as a state committed to a biracial social, economic, and
political ethos. Ironically, for all of the defenses whites uttered in
favor of their peculiar institution, most Kentuckians held no
slaves. The majority of Kentucky bondsmen resided on small
farms where they labored in a variety of crops, including hemp,
corn, and tobacco. Perhaps because of Kentucky's location, and
because of the state’s dependence on free as well as slave labor,
a strong antislavery movement evolved after 1820. Such well-
known Kentuckians as Cassius M. Clay and John G. Fee attacked
slavery on a variety of moral, religious, and economic grounds.
Despite the abolitionists’ best efforts, slavery and whire supremacy
were so central to antebellum Kentucky society that it required
acivil wartoend it. Theresistance of Kentucky's slaves underscored
the barbarity of enslavement and the determination of black men
and women to be free.



CHAPTER 8

Race Relations
after 1865

George C. Wright

Though scholars have often tried to present the
view that the racial problems Afro-Americans encountered in
postwar Kentucky were not as severe as what they experienced in
the Deep South, the facts argue differently. Simply stated, race
relations in Kentucky have consistently mirrored the rest
American society, meaning that at no point was the state o
“haven” from whatever deplorable situations existed elsewhere.

What makes the plight of Kentucky's black citizens all the
more significant and telling is that, by comparison with the Deep
South, the black population in the Bluegrass State was much
smaller and less of a threat to the white status quo. In Mississippi,
South Carolina, Georgia, and elsewhere, where the blacks made
up a higher proportion of the population, whites could claim with
a semblance of truth that unless steps were taken to “keep blacks
in their place,” they could possibly obtain total equality and
ultimately domination. In Kentucky, no such claim could be
made; but Afro- Americans faced racial discrimination neverthe-
less from the end of the Civil War through much of the twenrieth
century. '

The First Decade of Freedom

Not surprisingly, the end of the Civil War found the ex-Confed-
erates embitrered over their defeat, and, perhaps more significantly.
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some whites who had fought on the victorious side were bitter as
well—in their case, over the destruction of slavery. Beyond
protesting loudly, there was actually nothing either group could
do about the actions of the federal government. But, as subsequent
events demonstrated, whites could direct much of their anger at
Afro- Americans.

Afrersrate officials voted against the Thirteenth Amendment
and refused to recognize fully that blacks were entitled to equal
rights, the federal government extended the Freedmen’s Bureau
to the state. The victorious North organized the Freedmen’s
Bureau to help former slaves in the transition from slavery to
freedom and to ensure that blacks received fair treatment. Kentucky
was the only loyal state to have the Bureau, and some Kentucky
whites were angry over its presence. Unquestionably, by the end
of 1865, Kentucky whites were united in a way that they had not
been at the outbreak of the Civil War. Furthermore, they were
determined to create a new racial order, one that in reality
resembled the old. Kentucky whitesnot only voted overwhelmingly
against the Thirteenth Amendment but soundly defeated the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments and for several years
refused to take steps leading toward Afro-Americans being part
of the political system or having public schools.

While whites debated “What should we do with the Negro?”
the freed slaves worked to create a life of their own in the years
immediately after emancipation. Making their struggle for uplift
all the more remarkable is that by and large the ex-slaves were
poor and propertyless and labored without the encouragement or
support of whites. A large number of black churches sprang up all
over the state in the first ten years of freedom. The churches
provided spiritual and moral leadership and much more: often, the
churches were the only place homeless blacks could turn for relief
from hunger and a place to stay. With state officials unwilling to

- start public schools for blacks—a posture that remained in effect

tor years—the ex-slaves created schools for members of the race,
first through their churches and then with the assistance of
northern missionary groups and the federally supported
Freedmen’s Bureau. In various parts of the state, blacks opened
hospitals and orphan homes that provided essential care to the
aged, the orphaned, and the infirm.
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Figure 8.1 Freedmen's

™ Bureau School at Camp
Nelson (University of
Louisville Photographic
Archives).
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Instead of applauding black efforts to uplift themselves, Ken-
tucky whites often perceived these positive actions as threats to
the status quo and attempted to undermine them. During the
Reconstruction years, the destruction of black school buildings
and churches became commonplace. On one occasion, a group of
white men entered a black church in Georgetown, tiring their
pistols and totally disrupting the religious service in progress. In
other places, gangs of whites shot out the windows and destroyed
the pews and furnirure in churches. Whites targeted the Afro-- -
American church because it was an institution created and con-
trolled by blacks, a place for political rallies and educational
pursuits.

Records of the Freedmen’s Bureau indicate that schools op-
crgted by and for Afro-Americans were destroyed by whites even
more often than were black churches. Simply stated, whites
viewed blacks’ desire for education as leading to racial equality.
More than a dozen
school buildings con-
structed by thr
Freedmen’s Bureauanc
missionary societies
were destroyed in 1867.
Ineverypartofthestate,

including Louisville,
then the largest and
presumably most en-
lightened city in the
state, only the presence
of armed guards pre-
vented schools from
being destroyed before
opening. The director

of the Freedmen’s Bu-.
reau education program
in Kentucky explained in a letter to his superior in Washington
that whites burned schoolhouses for no other reason than because
“instruction is given to . . . freedmen.” Teaching at black schools
proved to be a hazardous occupation, resulting in social scorn and
threats of violence.
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The first ten years of freedom witnessed a new phenomenon:
lynchings. The execution of people without benefir of trial was
largely unknown during the slavery period, occurring at most on
a handful of occasions. The killing of a black by a white mob
served as a warning to Afro-Americans everywhere of what would
happen to them for certain transgressions. As explained by a
milirant lawyer/journalist, Robert Charles O’Hara (R.C.Q.) Ben-
jamin, the lynching of blacks resulted from a determinarion by
whites td keep blacks at the bottom of society: “It is only since
the Negro has become a citizen and a voter that this charge has
been made. It has come along with the pretended and baseless fear
of Negro supremacy.” Tragically, Benjamin, who moved to Lex-
_ingronin 1897 ro assume control of aweekly newspaper, was killed
in a manner that suggested a lynching; and that nothing was done
to his assailant was a clear indication of white disregard for black
life.

Atleast 117 lynchings can be documented for the years 1865-
1875. This number (which at present exceeds thar of any other
state for these years because of a lack of scholarly research inro
violence in the Deep South) undoubtedly undercounts the large
number of blacks whose murders were covered up out of fear of
federal intervention. By contrast, in the period from 1890 through
1920, white mobs often killed blacks in public ceremonies wit-
nessed by crowds that sometimes numbered in the thousands. In
these years about 170 lynchings occurred in Kentucky. There was
no fear of arrest and prosecution, especially when whites pro-
claimed that blacks had committed rape or attempted rape. The
fact that less than 25 percent of the people lynched had even been
accused of rape—and that the lynching prevented a court hearing—
seemed to be immaterial. In the final analysis, the only “crime”
many lynched victims had committed was being black in a society

_ that held little regard for black life,

A Segregated Society

Racial segregation, like violence, came to characterize black-
white relations in Kentucky. Rural blacks working as tenant
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tarmers lived in close proximity to whites; but white landowners
and black tenants were far from being neighbors in any sense of
the word. In small towns and cities, blacks lived close to but not
in white neighborhoods. Usually, the railroad tracks, the business
and warehouse district, or a creek separated black and white
residential areas. Without question, in the cities of Lexington and
Louisville, the end of slavery witnessed the beginning of all-black
neighborhoods on their ourskirts.

- Significantly, however, in the years from 1865 to 1890, when™ ™

venturing into many areas of society, blacks did not always
experience racial exclusion or segregation. After a six-month
boycott of the streetcars in Louisville in 1870-71, blacks gained
the right to ride and sit wherever they desired. Though solid
evidence is lacking, Lexington’s Afro-American citizens could
also ride the streetcars without being relegated to the back. For
more than a decade after the Civil War, blacks in Kentucky's
largest cities were often admitted to the theaters, saloons, race
tracks, and baseball fields on an equal basis with whites. But,
throughout the 1870s and 1880s, blacks in these same cities were
denied service in white restaurants and hotels. Meanwhile, there
seemed to be no relief from racial exclusion in Kentucky’s smaller
towns and rural communities, as Afro-Americans were usually
prohibited by local custom from entering any establishment that
provided services to whites.
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The Day‘: Li'l__wi‘_Seg_l:*ggat_i_'ng.-: All Kentucknychoél_'si |

CHAPTER 85. o e .
Act to prohibit white and coloted persons from attending the same
school. : :

Be it enacted by the Genefai'Assembly of the Commonwealth of -
Kentucky: o

§ 1. That it shall be unlawful for any person, corporation of .
association of persons to maintain or operate any college, school o
institution where persons of the white and negro races are both re-
ceived as pupils for instruction: and any person or corporation who
shall operate or maintain any such college, school or institution shall
be fined one thousand dollars, and any person or corporation who may
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be convicted of violating the provisions of this act, shall be fined onie
hundred dollars for each day they may operate said school, college or
institution, after such conviction.

§ 2. That any instfuctor who shall teach in any school, college
or institution where members of said two races are received as pupils
for instruction shall be guilty of operating and maintaining same and
tined as provided in the first section hereof.
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Beginning in the 1890s and carrying over to the new cenrury,
Afro-Americans witnessed increasing segregation in the state. In
this regard, Kentucky whites agreed with southerners that segre-
gation should exist in every conceivable way and even in places
where it seemed unnecessary. Racist legislation ensured that
- state-supported institutions for the mentally insane and the blind
were segregated. (See Chapter 18 for a discussion of segregated
schools.) The facilities for Afro-Americans were inferior even
though the law clearly called for “separate but equal.” The 1911
report of the state inspector of the asylums illustrates conditions
blacks found common in state facilities. The building for blacks
at Eastern State Hospital in Lexington was so overcrowded that
many patients were required to sleep in the basement, a place that
was highly unsatisfactory. The building was supported by props
and would probably collapse with the first heavy wind, the report
concluded.

Kentucky blacks found themselves excluded from most public
faciliries, even though like whites they too paid taxes. Every city
that had a library denied blacks admission. This attitude was in
total opposition to the philosophy of a library as a symbol of
learning and refinement in a community. It is true that in
Henderson whites made sure that blacks had access to a few books,
but the small room provided for this purpose was a library in name

only. Blacks were excluded from public hospitals even in life-

threatening emergencies. Numerous instances can be cited of
how denying black patients admission and care at whire hospitals
led to their deaths or extended their suffering. Indeed, in 1911,
a black man was struck by a railroad train in Frankfort. Refused
admission at the white hospital, because of his race, he was then
carried to aworkhouse and left to die. A number of towns operated
segregated orphan homes. Consistently, the faciliries set aside for
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black children compared unfavorably in every respect with those
for white children.

By the turn of the century, public places of amusement either
excluded blacks entirely or relegated them ro a very restricted
area. Blacks attending the race track were confined to the worst
bleacher seats. The same was true at baseball games. Barret Park
in Henderson had been integrated for years, bur in 1903 city
officials called for limiting blacks to a very specific area within the

park. During this same time, leaders in Hopkinsville designated - -

three playgrounds and two parks for whites and one park for
blacks. By the 1920s, blacks in both Lexington and Louisville were
also relegated to specifically designated all-black parks.

When riding on the trains throughout the state, A fro-Americans
found no relief from racial segregation. In January 1892, State
Senator Tipron A. Miller of Calloway County introduced a bill
calling for racial separation on the railroads. Though it took
several months, the bill passed the Senate in late March. Again,
though it moved very slowly—owing in part to black opposition
at every turn—the measure passed the House and was signed intc
law by the governor on May 29. The key provision of the Separatc
Coach Law stated that “each compartment of a coach divided by
agood and substantial wooden partition, with a door therein, shall
be deemed a separate coach within the meaning of this act, and
each separate coach or compartment shall bear in some conspicuous
place appropriate words in plain letters indicating the race for
which it is set apart.” Failure to abide by the law would result in
railroad companies being fined up to a thousand dollars.

One part of the Separate Coach Law was never implemented—
the provision calling for equal facilities for blacks and whites. |
That whites failed to provide black travelers with equal accom-
modations clearly indicated that segregation was designed to be
a “put-down” to the self-esteem of blacks. Indeed, as a final
reminder that blacks were to remain in “their place” at the bottom
of society, the law contained a provision whereby a black servant
traveling with his or her white employer could ride in the “white
car.”

Kentucky’s black citizens were clearly relegated to separate
and inferior schools. The vast majority of whites viewed black
education as a burden, spending only the minimum required by
law, if in facr chat small amount. The results were predictable
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very short school years, inadequate facilities (or, as was so often
the case, the absence of libraries and science laboratories), and
the absence of high schools in most places. There were only nine
black public high schools by the mid-1910s.

Not surprisingly, Kentucky State College for Negroes, the
state’s lone public college for blacks, did without rhe resources and
funding that white colleges took for granted. From its inception
in 1886, the institution limped along on a “shoestring” budget,
lacking anything approaching adequate financial support. Because
of its limited funding, Kentucky State operated with a deplorable
physical plant. For years, the library had only a few general books
and no reference materials. A 1908 report of the school said, “In
_ spite of very recent addition of several hundred books, the library
facilities are woefully inadequate. No books bearing upon the
industries are to be found in the collection, and but few on science
and education.” Finally, students in the mechanicat department
were not given instruction in the operation of machines. “What
little machinery there is in the mechanical department stands idle
for want of a boiler,” the 1908 report concluded.

Because white Kentuckians viewed racial segregation as both
normal and desirable, it made sense to them to enact a law relating
to the most private aspect of someone’s life, saying who they could
and could not marry. Kentucky law explained clearly that “marriage
is prohibited and declared void between a white person and a
negro or mulatto.” For performing such an interracial marriage,
a judge or minister faced imprisonment for up to twelve monrhs
and a thousand-dollar fine. The same penalties applied to any
clerk who knowingly issued a marriage license to an interracial
couple. On several occasions, black men were sentenced to jail
for marrying or cohabiting with white women. The law was
seldom enforced, however, on the few occasions when a white
. man lived with or married a black woman, _ ... . ... ...

The wording of the Kentucky law against interracial marriage
is worth noting. Writing the word “Negro” with the lower case
“n” was another way of keeping blacks in “their place.” By the turn
of the century, “Negro” was written in upper case in common
usage except by those who wanted to remind blacks that they were
not the equals of whites.

Black Kentuckians have a long tradition of challenging law-
lessness and racial discrimination, with the formation of starewide
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teachers’ and religious groups in the 1880s, the Anti-Separate
Coach Movement in the 1890s, the Negro Ourlook Committee
in the early 1900s, the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) in the 1910s, and the National
Urban League branches in the 1920s. Though these organizations
often failed to accomplish their goals, they were committed to
bringing about changes for black people. The NAACP, of all the
organizations, has been the most enduring and the driving force
of the Afro-American civil rights movemerit in Kentucky. The
national organization was founded in 1909, and five years later
a branch started in Louisville after the city passed an ordinance
segregating city housing. The NAACP and its Louisville branch
worked together for three years until the Louisville Residential
Segregation Ordinance was overturned by the U. S. Supreme
Court in November 1917. Because this important victory had
ramificarions for housing discrimination all over the country, it
was one of the key victories of the NAACP during its infancy,
and it sustained the organization for years. Efforts by the Louis-
ville branch in the late 1910s prevented the showing of highls
inflammatory racist films in several Kentucky cities. And it was
the Frankfort NAACP that lobbied for the passage of “an act to
suppress mob violence and prevent lynching.” This anti-lynching
law passed the Kentucky legislature in 1920 without a dissenting
vote.

Tearing Down Segregation,
Building Equality

In1935 , the NAACP began a fifreen-year struggle against “sepa-
rate and unequal” college segregation in Kenrtucky. For years,
atrempts to desegregare higher educarion failed, largely because
of opposition from the governors and other state officials and
because of the staunch determination of the University of Kentucky's
presidents, key administrators, and board members to maintain
an “all white” state university. Establishing the rone was Gov-
ernor “Happy” Chandler, who has often been incorrectly described
as a person committed to civil rights for black people. Each time
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black delegations approached Chandler about integrating the

state university, he denounced them in strong terms and gave

appropriations to Kentucky State College for Negroes, attempt-

ing to convince the courts that separate but equal was a reality

in Kentucky’s colleges. Other governors adopted Chandler’s tac-

tics of evading the law, denying Alfred M. Carroll’s attempt to

attend the University of Kentucky Law School in 1939 and  Figure 8.2 Lyman Johnson
Charles L. Eubank’s effort to attend U.K.’s school of engineering ;f“i“ETSEQ_Of Louisuile

) crographic Archives).
in 1941. ' '

Louisville schoolteacher Lyman T. John-
son applied for admission to the graduate
program in American history at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky in 1948. By this time, deseg-

“regation of higher education had occurred in
a number of southern and border states, and
anyone with a sense of vision could see that
in time the state of Kentucky would be com-
pelled to admit blacks to white colleges. Yet,
the governor and U.K. officials came up with
anew dodge. Within afew months after John-
son had applied for admission, new courses
were being offered at Kentucky State. Profes-
sors from UK. traveled to Frankfort to teach
Johnson and the other students who enrolled
in courses. This feeble attempt to evade the
law failed. On March 30, 1949, Judge H.
Church Ford of the U.S. District Court reached
a very quick verdict, ruling in favor of Lyman
Johnson and the NAACP. “How can anyone
listen to this evidence without seeing that it
is a makeshift plan?” the judge asked. The
University of Kentucky was under an obliga-

tion to admit qualified black students, Judge
Ford forcefully explained, since the state had
failed to provide graduate and professional
schools for blacks that in any respect equaled
the university for whites. That same summer, Lyman Johnson and
thirty other Afro-Americans integrated the University of Ken-
tucky. Other colleges later admitted black students.
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The Best of AH

When black leader Lyman T. J’ohnson began teachmg at Centml Colored

who sewed as busmess manager for _'; al s ball teams in- addmm to
teaching'at the school. was distirbed that Central s bowerful teams had only
small black schools to play agamst o

Ceritral usually came out it how could we know that -

we were champions? We were-oriiy allowed to play other black teams.
On the other hand, how could the white teams call themselves Ken-

tucky champlons? They could only play other white teams. I've always
told mystadents: “Don’t brag about beifig the best Black players in
town. Be the best. Then youcan brag No one can know who is best
t1IE he s taken on all ¢ comers. 7

- Beforé the schools wete mtegra "d

l, however, we got a chance to

'prove whlch teams were best. One year a white team from the eastern

end of the state won the “state champxonshlp” in basketball. Prompted
by the Cenr_ral team’s ‘busmess manager, one Lyman T. ]ohnson, our

g Wit ; saying; “How can this white
: e chiampions? They haven't played all
Before long I heard from that * championship” school “Dear

chaliengers Put us ot your sch

I've tried to app..ly that prmcxple at all times ms1de the classroom
‘as well as outside One semester the son of the editor of the Louisville

Defender; our biack paper, Wrote : a'paper in one of‘"”" y classes about his

-professionai ambitions. He thoughit he'd done a good job. He was

smiling with pride whert he ¢anie up to my desk to pick up his paper.

1 handed him the paper and said: “Son, just tear it up. Throw it in the
trash can.” He said: “But M. Johison, I thought I wrote a good paper.
I'put in alot of time on it. What's wrong with my paper?” I said, “Read
the first sentence.” He read, “This paper will show why I plan to be the
best Negro journalist in the United States.” I said: “Now stop. That’s
what’s wrong! Son, I don’t want you to be the best Negro journalist in
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the United States. I want you'to.be the best journialist. I've just had my
appendix taken out by a Negro surgeon, not because he's one of the
best Negro surgeons in town, but because he’s one of the best surgeons.
I certainly didn’t choose him to put me to sleep and start chopping
inside me because he was black!” I've always taught my students that
one-race standards—whether black or white—are not good enough.

Source: Wade Hall. The Rest of the Dream: The Black Odyssey of fyman Johnson.
Lexington, 1988.
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With the success of college desegregation, Kentucky black
leaders, like their counterparts who controlled the national office
of the NAACP, next challenged segregation in the public schools

~in the early 1950s. Even though the ruling of the United Srates
Supreme Court in the case of Brown vs. Board of Education of
Topekadeclared school segregation unconstitutional in May 1954,
Kentucky's dual school system remained intact for at least two
years for a number of reasons. In 1956, the national office of the
NAACF encouraged the Kentucky branches to move aggressively
to end segregation. As Roy Wilkins of the national office ex-
plained, “Kentucky is one of the key srates. We expect it to move
off in good fashion, helping to bring pressure on public opinion
against those loudly publicized areas which are resisting the
Court’s opinion.”
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No Separate but Equal

mherently unequal
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Working as one, the leaders of Kentucky’s NAACP branches
carefully investigated all the school districts and then filed suit
against the Columbia {Adair County) School District. Their
success in having the United States District Court order the
immediate integration of Columbia's all-white high school went
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Figure 8.3 Lowisville native
and former heavyweight
boxing champion Muhammad
Ali (University of Lowdseille
Photographic Archives) .

along way toward convincing other areas to begin drawing up and
implementing public school desegregation.

Integrating the public schools was far from the only goal of
the black civil rights movement that gained momentum after the
Brown decision. These years witnessed efforts to achieve equal
access to restaurants, hotels, and downtown shopping areas in the
various cities of Kentucky. This proved to be a difficult struggle
in Lexington and Louisville, the most “liberal” cities in the state,
taking more than five years. Black leaders, realizing that discrimi-
nation would continue in smaller cities without intervention by
state officials, called upon Governor Bert Combs, who had con-
sistently expressed sympathy, for support. He responded by issuing
an executive order ending racial discrimination in all establish-
ments and by all professions licensed by the stare.

The struggle to achieve access to public accommodations
foreshadowed the strong opposition blacks encountered when
protesting discrimination in two very significant areas: employ-
ment and housing. Many white Kentuckians who had been
sympathetic to the movement to end public accommodation
discrimination assumed that employment opportunities were bas.
on education and merit, not race, and that once blacks acquired
the right skills they would face no problems securing high-paying
jobs. They disagreed with the idea that employment discrimina-
tion had so effectively kept blacks out that other methods, such
as employers adopting affirmative action programs, were needed.
Regarding housing, many were unconvinced that discrimination
excluded blacks from white communi-
ties. They reasoned that, despite any
evidence of discrimination uncovered
by blacks, it simply was not in the eco-
nomic best interest of realtors to refuse

to sell homes to any persons willing to
pay the price to move into certain
neighborhoods. With little white ob-
jection to black exclusion in these two
key areas, black gains in employment
and equal access to housing have been
limtited, often with blacks making lirtle
more than token progress at best.
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Summary

Beis extremely difficult to make a definitive starement regarding
race relations and whether or not blacks have true equality in
Kentucky, and indeed in the nation. Without question, when
using 1865 as the starting point, there have been numerous
posirive changes in virtually every area for blacks. Yet, as the lack
ot equal employment opportunities, deplorable housing in all-
black communities, and the large number of ill-prepared black
youths all attest, Afro-Americans have yet to achieve equaliry.

Perhaps what is most significant concerning blacks and race
relations in Kentucky is that one should be optimistic, given the
changes that have occurred. Racism has not ended. But the civil
rights movement in Kentucky and elsewhere brought hope that,
having successfully challenged Jim Crow laws, mob violence, and
the like, Kentuckians can conquer other vestiges of racism as well.
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CHAPTER 9

-----------------

At War, 1776-1991

James Russell Harris

TWCntyathree—year«old Israel Boone, dead or dy-
ing from wounds received at the 1782 Battle of Blue Licks, was
left behind by the Kentucky militia’s disorganized retreat. More
fortunate, twenty-one-year-old Johnny Green, also wounded,
could leave the 1862 Battle of Shiloh with his Confederate Fourth
Kentucky Infantry. Decades later, in a famous incident of World
War II, nineteen-year-old Franklin R. Sousley helped raise th
American flag on Mt. Suribachi in the 1945 fighr for Iwo Jima.
He was later killed in the battle. Since frontier times, the choices
made by Kentuckians like these three volunteers or by their
societies again and again have placed young lives in danger. The
story of Kentucky at war is a chronicle of how voluntary deci-
sions, some long before a war, have determined life or death for
thousands.

Those who decided to settle frontier Kentucky, the “dark and
bloody ground” of legend, challenged not only the several Indian
- nations who claimed the land but also Great Britain, ally of many
Indiansand itself the world’s most powerful country. Nevertheless,
the unstoppable flood of homesteaders was the decisive factor in
the twenty-year war begun when large numbers of pioneers chose
to live west of the Appalachian Mountains.

The Frontier Fra

By 1776, increasing conflict between settlers and Indians threat-
ened the pioneers’ survival. Bold Kentuckians like twenty-four-
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Wilkinson's 1791 efforts, achieved little. Others-—Josiah Harmar’s
in 1790 and Arthur St. Clair’s in 1791 —were destroyed. Not until
Anthony Wayne's 1794 victory at Fallen Timbers were the
Northwest Indians militarily beaten. The 1795 Treaty of Green-
ville drew a line between white and Indian territory, but, as in the
past, settlers eventually pushed into Indian lands. The threat of
another large-scale frontier conflict began to build. During the
next few years, hatreds among homesteaders, Indians, and British

- again built to.a dangerous level.

The War of 1812

in Kentucky, the long, dark years of hating and killing made
resentment of the British and Indians common feelings. Such
strong emotions caused Kentuckians to react angrily to any
American dispute with these old enemies. For example, British
interference with U.S. ships at sea had no direct effect on Kentucky.
And the atrack by Northwest Indians on troops commanded by
William Henry Harrison (Battle of Tippecanoe, November 7,
1811) occurred in Indiana Territory, not in Kentucky. But Ken-
tuckians’ prejudiced interpretation of such events led them to
choose a violent course. They saw these moves by the British and
Indians as real and immediate threats.

The commonwealth’s citizens found new ways to express old
hatreds: seizing Canada and beating back the Indians became
goals for most Kentuckians. The state’s militia, however, was not
ready for war. It suffered from poor training, loose discipline,
inexperienced officers, and shortages of weapons, equipment,
food, clothing, and medicine. After President James Madison

asked Congress for a declaration of war against Britainand after

hostilities were declared in June 1812, many Kentuckians rushed
to volunteer for service in the War of 1812,

Soon, two thousand Kentucky militia, led by a very unpopular
Tennessean, James Winchester, marched to reinforce an Ameri-
can army at Dertroit. That army’s quick surrender hurt the Ken-
tuckians’ spirits, but Private Elias Darnell later recalled other
problems the militia faced: “water in the wagon-ruts was the only
drink” available, and sleds of baggage were pulled through snow
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Figure 9.2 The victorious
charge of Kentucky militia
against the British at the [813
Battle of the Thames
{National Guard) .

by ill-fed animals and men. By December, all hope of “conquest
was entirely abandoned.” The possibility that an army in such
condition would win a war now seemed remote.

Kentucky’s political leaders knew, based on past experience,
that Kentucky's soldiers would fight much better under a leader
they respected. Although not a native of the state, William Henry
Harrison—the hero of Tippecanoe—was very popularinKentucky.
Through pressure on the U.S. War Department from Congress-
man Henry Clay and other politicians,. Harrison was named. -
overall commander of the Northwest Army. Enthusiasm for the
war rose but soon fell sharply when a large part of the army so
carefully adapted to the state’s military preferences met disaster.

Frustrated by bad weather and food shortages, Winchester and
about thirteen hundred troops left the army’s main body and, on
January 18, success-
fully struck the Brit-
ish supply depot at
Frenchtown on the
River Raisin
Michigan. Great ¢
spair in Kentuckyand
a halt to Harrison's
northward progress
followed the January
22, 1813, rout of
Winchester's force
and the massacre of
at least 60 prisoners,
nearly all of whom
were Kentuckians.
Harrison thenplaced
the remainder of his
force (expirations of
terms of service also
reduced his numbers) at Fort Meigs on the nearby Maumee River.

The fort withstood a British-Indian siege, but the loss of about
700 captured militia (Dudley’s Defeat, May 5) and the massacre
of about 40 American prisoners once again shook Kentucky
support for the war. Volunteering declined sharply. In response,
highly respected Governor Isaac Shelby proposed a sixty-c
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year-old George Rogers Clark wanted to take military action
without the time-consuming matter of sending to Virginia for aid
or approval.

When Kentucky became a Virginia county, young Clark
became a major in the militia and the leader of Kentucky's
military. To oversee the militia, which included most males
eighteen to fifty, Clark organized a Board of War. Ar this council’s
firstmeeting, conflictarose between Kentuckians. Caprain Benjamin
Logan, from a central Kentucky fort, argued for quick pursuit of

Figure 9.1 The Virginia-
Kentucky Militia Sphere of
Action, [774-1813

[Sowrce: Richard G. Stone, Jr.
A Britde Sword: The
Kentucky Militia, 1776-191;
Lexington, 1977.]

‘Indian raiders. C"l"ark, however, refused to use Kentucky’s small

numbers of fighting men (121 total) on an expedition that could
be destroyed or badly damaged in a single ambush. Instead, he sent
scouts, or “spies,” across the Ohio River into the Illinois country.
Some settlersdeeply resented thisdecision, because Indian attacks
continued in Kentucky.

Yet, at this dark time, Clark’s caution paid off. The “spies” he
had sent to the Northwest reported that an attack to capture the
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towns of Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and Vincennes probably would
succeed. Clark now left the militia and led a different kind of unit,
called the Illinois Regiment. In summer 1778, they quickly seized
the towns. Later, in Seprember, the central Kentucky fort,
Boonesborough—its strength not wasted in the rash militia ex-
ploits Clark had forbidden—fought off a ten-day siege by British
soldiers and Indians. This successful defense of a major settlement
boosted the pioneers’ sense of security. A more important result

~of this victory, however, was that it allowed Clark to keep

American soldiers in the Illinois country. Therefore, U.S. claims
to the Northwest were significantly strengthened.

In December, the British recaptured Vincennes. Two months
later, Clark marched from Kaskaskia and, after a brief fight,
defeated the English and their Indian allics. The American
victory at Vincennes was one of the Revolution’s most important
battles. The significant results of this action included the capture
of Henry Hamilton, leader of Detroit (headquarters of British-
Indian military operations); delay of English frontier strategy;
stronger U.S. hold on the Northwest and the Mississippi River;
and increased safety in Kentucky, where older settlements grew
in size and new ones began.

A few months later, proud of their strength in numbers, the
Kentucky militia—now commanded by John Bowman, the county
lieutenant—even assaulted the Shawnee town Chillicothe in
Ohio. About this time, Clark’s fortunes began to sout. Because of
inadequate support from Kentucky and Virginia, he had to drop
plans for an expedition against Detroit. In August, he and most
of the Hlinois Regiment came south to the Falls of the Ohio
(Louisville).

------ L T « % & + = = . L R

[efferson Couney, Kentucky] August 11th, 1781

Dear [Colonel William Preston, Montgomery County, Virginia],

L am greatly perplexed about the distressed situation of this
Country & I am really doubtful we shall [nod] fall prey to the Savages.
There is a constant invasion of this country. . . . Qur whole {Jefferson
County] Militia is now about three hundred & twenty, and one hun-
dred of these are preparing to go into the interior parts of the state. Fort
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Jefferson is abandoned for want of provisions. All the {Illinois] courntry
is it possession of the enemy or which is the same thing our troops
withdrawn from it except forty men at St. Vincents [Vincennes} &
they sent for to the Falls [Louisville]. .

When the troops arrive from St. Vincennes, we shall have upward
of 100 regulars, but a considerable part of these will be discharged next
month owing to their having served out the time for which they were
enlisted. The settlers here are wairing with the greatest impatience to
hear what [Virginia's] government will do for the preservation of this
place, and if we are so unfortunate as to be raken no further notice of,
it seems to be prevailing opinion that a great majority will go down the
Mississippi to. the Spanish setclements, being unable for want of horses
(which the Enemy has raken from them) to go back by Land. . . .

I am dear sir your affectionate Friend & obt. Servt.

{Colonel] John Floyd

Source: Draper Manuscripts, 17CC138-39 (microfilm}, State Historical Society of
Wisconsin.
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After the “Hard Winter” of 1779-80, which limited military
operations, Clark went down the Ohio River and built Fort
Jefferson, near the junction of the Ohio and the Mississippi River.
The new fort more firmly established American presence there.
Meanwhile, central Kentuckians bitterly criticized Clark’s placing
military strength west of most settlements. (However, Clark’s
responsibilities, as Illinois Regiment commander, included the
[llinois country as well as Kentucky.)

In June 1780, Ruddle’s and Martin’s stations in central Ken-
tucky were captured by a British-Indian force. Settlers wanted
revenge. Even though many disliked him, in emergencies all

Kentuckians depended on Clark’s military abilities. To strike

- back, he led the Illinois Regiment and the militia on a large raid
against the Shawnee town Piqua (August 8, 1780).

The year 1781 brought more troubles for all Kentuckians. Now
a brigadier general, Clark was forced, because of inadequate
support, to cancel anotherstrike against Detroit. Worthless Virginia
currency and food shortages forced abandonment of Kaskaskia's
garrison and Fort Jefferson. In addition, Indian ambushes took
more lives.

139
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But the year’s most important military event was the Septem-
ber council of militia leaders and [llinois Regiment officers. This
meeting called fora new defensive strategy instead of the offensive
expeditions Clark preferred. Since he had direct authority only
over the Illinois Regiment, and since he was outvoted, Clark
reluctantly agreed. Although Kentucky's war effort lacked co-
operation, the fighting temporarily died down. British aid to
Indians declined greatly after the American victory in October

. in Yorktown, Virginia. _ s
 The“yearofblood,” 1782, proved that Kentucky’s war was not
yet finished. More British-backed Indian raids produced a series
of militia defeats, the worst of which was the Battle of Blue Licks
on August 19, in which about 60 men were killed. For this disaster,
militia commanders blamed each other and Clark, who had no
part in the battle. Even worse, the massacre stirred such fear in
the settlers that many left Kentucky for safer, eastern homes. Now,
as they had done in 1780, Kentuckians turned to Clark. Even
militia leaders who had tried to get him in trouble with the
Virginia government volunteered to fight under his comman -
Clark led a large attack on Chillicothe (November 10). But th.
raid destroyed more property and crops than it produced real
military results.

Sadly, war with the Indians burned on for years. In 1785, about
100 Wilderness Road travelers were killed. In 1786, Clark and
Logan each led militia raids on Indian towns. Logan succeeded;
Clark’s militia mutinied. Between 1783 and 1790, an estimated
[,500Kentuckiansdied in Indian conflicts. The ambushes, captures,
and massacres continued until after Kentucky became a state.

- Kentucky’s Revolutionary War efforts obviously did not re-
solve homesteader-Indian problems. But the deeds of Clark and
the militia did prevent their opponents from launching a frontier-
based campaign against the castern states. More importantly,
Kentucky’s military provided periods of relative calm, like 1779,
in which to found forts, stations, and stockades. By the Revolution’s
end, seventy-two such settlements in the Lexington area alone
and an estimated Kentucky population of twelve thousand were
tar too many for any foe to drive out.

Nevertheless, the 1790s held more conflict. Several expedi-
tions struck the Northwest Indians, still supplied and encouraged
by the British. Some campaigns, such as Charles Scott’s and Jam
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campaign of mounted volunteers, which he himself would lead—
just the kind of expedition Kentuckians liked. But enlistments
were slow until after the successful, and heroic, September defense
of Fort Stephenson, led by twenty-two-year-old George Croghan
{nephew of George Rogers Clark).

The victory of Shelby’s Kentuckians and Harrison’s North-
west Army (about 5,000 total) at the Battle of the Thames,
October 5, shattered the Indian confederacy (led by Tecumseh,
-who died in the action) and thus ended British threats to the land . .
south of Canada. It also convinced Kentuckians that their war
responsibilities had ended. Only a British invasion threatening
New Orleans produced a large volunteer force, but one without
enough arms or clothing. Between 800 and 1,000 Kentuckians
under John Adair found weapons and helped repel the enemy in
the famous January 8, 1815, Battle of New Orleans. About 200
Kentuckians in a small, related acrion had to retrear.

Alrhough exact numbers are unknown, about 18,000 Ken-
tuckians served in the war. The number killed, probably small, is
also undetermined. Nevertheless, tales of the volunteers’ heroics
and fighting abilities were repeated, and exaggerated, so much
that by the declaration of war with Mexico in 1846, Kentucky saw
its military vices as virtues.

The Mexican War

Kentuckians believed the war with Mexico could be fought, as
* the 1812 war had been conducted, with more enthusiasm than
preparation. Consequently, about 5,000 badly equipped, poorly
trained, and ill-fed Kentuckians served. One volunteer cavalry,

three volunteer infantry regiments, and one militia infaneey

regim.e'nt {plus one U.S. infantry battalion) marched from Ken-
tucky to Mexico. Less than 100 were killed in action; several
hundred died from accident, disease, and the commonwealth’s
mistaken ideas about war. For example, victories in the Revolu-
tion, the War of 1812, and the Mexican War had turned char-
acteristics of the militiafvoluntreer units that had fought them into
principles of war. Although their military history contradicred
them, Kenruckians, like other Americans, believed armies could
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Figure 9.3 Ciuil
War Loyalties, 1863
[Source: Kentucky:
A Geographical and
Historical
Perspective.
Lexingron, 1989.}
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be organized successfully after war’s declaration; independence
and rashness had more military worth than discipline; careful
training and supply programs remained unnecessary; and the
short, triumphant campaigns would not outlast public support.

War’s reality threw doubt on all these ideas, but too many
Kenruckians of the 1850s thought war a reasonable alternative to
the seemingly endless conflicts of slavery versus abolition, seces-
sion versus union, North versus South. Perhaps those fond of war
would not have been so eager if they had seen thé’ dangerous
position in which armed struggle would place Kentucky. With
social customs linking it to the South, political loyalties tying it
to the North, and economic relarions extending in all directions,
the commonwealth represented a middle ground between warring
sections. And both sides wanted Kentucky for its large population,
agricultural and manufacturing wealth, and militarily significant
assets like railroads, rivers, and horses.
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* A key o the success of Union forces was the fact that chese border
slave-states officially stayed in the Union.

The Civil War

I May 1861, the Kentucky legislature declared the state would
take “no part” in the Civil War. The commonwealth would
instead keep a “strict neutrality.” At the same time, individ.
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Kenrtuckians traveled ro neighboring states to enlist. Many inside
the commonwealth formed armed bands, with weapons smuggled
into the state by both the North and the South. Soon, recruiting
camps, such as the Unionist Camp Dick Robinson or the rebel
Camp Boone (just inside Tennessee) operated openly. In Septem-
ber, Confederate forces seized Columbus, and Union forces,
Paducah. Neutrality was gone, but the short time of not officially
joining either Union or Confederate war efforts had a great
advantage.- Those valuing Kentucky's long attachments to the
Union had enough time to organize themselves; June and August
state elections gave Unionists strong control of stare government.
Kentucky would not secede.

The commonwealth did not, however, escape another pain

of Civil War, divided families. Famous kinship groups like the
Student Essay

Between North and South

Kentucky’s position in the Civil War was similar to the positions of Maryland,
Delaware, and Missouri. These four border states played important roles in both the
Confederacy and the Union.

"By 1850, national problems-~—espeelally the problem of slavery—began to
have an effect on Kentucky's political attitude. Two Kentuckians, Henry Clay and
John Jordan Cnttenden worked to solve these problems on state and national
levels. When war broke out in 1861, two of Kentucky's sons, Abraham Lincoln and
Jefferson Davis, led the opposing forces in the “War Bet:ween the States.”

The state was further divided when some 100,000- men joined the Union
army and-40,000: entered the Confederate forces. Kentucky remained neutral unril
September 1861 and then ofﬁctaliy supported the Union.’ Frankfort remained the
capital.- However, the pro-Confederate government was set up with its capital in
Bowling Green. That group elected a governor and sent representatives to the
Confederate Congress. In 1865, Kentucky sided with the South in rejecting the
first Reconstruction amendment and in resisting federal activities. As a result of

was not elected until 1895.

The position of Kentucky as a border state was important geographically and
politically in the Civil War. The Bluegrass State is well remembered for its efforts
and position in the Civil War.

Robin Qxnard
Ashland, Kentucky

"thlS actlon, t}le Dﬁmoc.f&tlc party became domlnar:t and a Republman govemor [EORTN
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=1 Figure 9.4 Conféderare
soldier James M. Barlow of
Bourbon County enlisted at
age 16 and died of disease
four months after this image
was made (Kentucky
Historical Soctery) .

~

Breckinridges and the Crittendens, plus thousands of less well.
known families, had members in each contending army. Also split
were churches and businesses, as each Kentuckian sooner or larer
chose sides. Symbolic of the commonwealth’s divisions, two rival
administrations—Confederates under Governor George W.Johnson
at Bowling Green and Unionistsunder Governor James E. Robinson
in Frankfort—claimed to be the state’s rightful government.
(Although Kentucky remained in the Union, the Confederacy
admitted Johnson’s. rebel government in December 1861)
The Confederate army’s line of positions, hurriedly assembled
after September, weakened following the Union victory at Mill
Springs (January 19, 1862), near Somerset. When rebel forts not
far below the state line on the Tennessee (Fort Henry) and
Cumberland (Fort Donelson) rivers fell to
Yankee gunboats and troops (February 6-
16, 1862) the Confederate commander in
Kentucky, Albert Sidney Johnston, had to
order all his forces to retreat to Tennessee.
The rebels counterattacked the pursui
Yankees at Shiloh (April 6-7, 1862} in t.
largest battle fought in America to that
date (over 100,000 troops fought). At this
engagement, as in all Civil War battles
west of the Appalachians, Kentuckians
played asignificant part. General Johnston
and Governor Johnson, both killed, were
but Z of the 1,400 Kentucky casualties.
Eighteen Kentucky regiments—thirteen
Union, five Confederate—fought there.
And, in a tragedy typical of western com-
bats, Kentuckians fought each other at
several points in the battleline. (Shiloh’s
casualties—24,000 total; 3,500 killed—were
larger than the toll for all American wars
before 1862, but later Civil War battles were even larger.)
After Shiloh, the rebels tried to regain Kentucky. Beginning
in summer 1862, cavalry raids led by Kentuckian John Hunt
Morgan crisscrossed the state, encouraging southern sympathizers
and requiring many Yankee soldiers to defend important loca-
tions. In the fall of that year, two Confederate armies enter
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Kentucky. Edmund Kirby Smith's Army captured Richmond,
Lexington, and Frankfort. Braxton Bragg’s army took Munfordville,
inaugurated Richard Hawes as the new Confederare governor in
Frankfort, and fought a large Union army under Don Carlos Buell
(Battle of Perryville, October 8, 1862). Perryville, noted for its
blundering generals, short duration, and high rate of casualties,
was the last major battle fought in Kentucky.

But the shock of the action, like the war itself, remained a
sharp, painful memory in the minds of Kentuckians for decades
afterward. Years later, recalling what he saw as a twelve-year-old
at a Perryville field hospital on the day after the battle, William
McChord wrote of the scene’s horror:

The house, tents, and yard were full of wounded Federal and
Confederate soldiers. [ can never forget the groans, wails, and
moans of the hundreds of men as they lay side by side, some
in the agony of death, some undergoing operations on rhe
surgeon’s table in the corner of the yard. Near the rable was
a pile of legs and arms; some with shoes on, others with socks,
four or five feet high. . . . [Tlhe dead were . . . in a row three
hundred feet long, every one with eyes wide open with a
vacant stare.

The Confederate army left Kentucky after Perryville. For the
next two and one-half years, the commonwealth’s war was one of
harsh Union military rule, frequent raids by Confederate guerril-
las, and bitter political conflict. In 1863, martial law-—order
enforced by military instead of the civil courts—was placed on
Kentucky. Many Kentuckians were arrested, jailed, or sent across
rebel lines because they were suspected, with or without proof, of
sympathizing with the Confederates. Also, the Union army often

interfered with state and national elections in Kentucky. To e

influence election results, Union soldiers pressured voters with
required loyalty oaths, removal of some candidates from the
ballot, and threats of arrest or properry seizure.

Inaddition, raids by Confederate cavalry under Nathan Bedford
Forrest or guerrillas like Marcellus Jerome Clarke (“Sue Mundy”)
or William Clark Quantrill caused Union officials to arrest, and
sometimes execute, Kentuckians said to be pro-Confederare.
Political pressure by Kentucky Unionists like Governor Thomas
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E. Bramlette removed army officials responsible for the worst
abuse. But the freeing of slaves and the recruitment of blacks in
the army created the commonwealth’s biggest political crisis since
secession days. Opposition by prominent Kentuckians, including
the governor, however, did not stop 24,000 Kentucky blacks (the
second-biggest black recruitment total in the nation) from join-
ing the Union army.

- L I R « o s+ = « & s «- s . . e o« s

- After the Battle of Perryville

Louisville, Ky. Oct. 12, 1862

Dear Daughters

Yesterday evening the last services were paid to the remains of
poor {Perryville casualty Brigadier General James S.] Jackson, his body
was put in a vault at Cave Hill Cemetery and awaits the order of his
friends. . . . I am sickened with this cursed strife and most heartily wish
it was ended I cannot attempt a discription [sic] of the battlefield the
poot dust covered ghastly looking fellows dead in every posture, some
with heads half shot off and some with their knapsacks under their

‘heads-and hats over their faces evidently adjusted by themselves before

death altogether there is a horrible sickening feeling produced beyond
any thing I ever before felt. . . .

Your affectionate father,
{Lieutenant] S.M. Starling

Source: Lewis-Starling Collection, Box &, Folder 1, #47, ms. 38, Western Kentucky
University

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ! - -

The Civil War caused Kentucky an enormous loss. Property
damage was extensive, but the cost in lives was beyond counting.
Of the 100,000 Union soldiers and the 25,000 ro 40,000 Confed-
erates from Kentucky, about one-third died from battle wounds,
accidents, ordisease. Most who died were young. All were mourned
with a bitterness that influenced Kentucky’s politics and culeure
tor decades. Like the Revolution, the Civil War touched every
Kentuckian. Unlike the generations after the War for Indepen-
dence, those who remembered “

tamilies, battle slaughter, and racial conflict—found it somewhs
difticult ro think of war as something glorious. '
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The Spanish-American War

Some ideas thar war was a grand adventure did survive. At the
time of the war with Spain in 1898, the national government
required Kentucky to send a quota of troops. The three infantry
regiments of the Kentucky State Guard (the renamed miliria)
filled the required number. But later, a fourth regiment of volun-
teers and two cavalry troops were assembled. Like Kentucky
volunteer/miliria forces before them, those serving in the brief war
lacked arms, equipment, training, and medical care. The federal
government deserved blame for many of the soldiers’ problems.
But Kentucky had produced, as it had many times before, more
‘volunteers than material support. Regardless of which govern-
ment and society was responsible, 89 of the 6,065 Kentuckians
who served died from accident or disease in U.S. camps that had
epidemics, bad food, and filth in abundance.

World War |

By the time of America’s 1917 entry into World War 1, the
command and control of U.S. military operations, completing a
trend begun in the 1790s, had passed entirely ro the federal
government. By then, the national authority had also assumed the
burdens of providing the troops’ arms, equipment, clothing, and
medical care. Kentucky’s role was to produce manpower. In
several months of patrolling the Mexican border in 1916 and in
the world war itself, the Kentucky National Guard, the renamed
Kentucky Stare Guard, served as regulars of the U.S. Army. Guard

units even converted from three infantry regiments co the 138ch

Field Artillery, the 149th Infantry, and two machine-gun bartal-
ions. The 38th Division, made up of the Kentucky, Indiana, and
West Virginia Guards, went in September 1918 to France, where
it funneled replacement troops to divisions in combat. Of the
84,172 Kentuckians who served, 41,655 went overseas. Black
Kentuckians in service numbered 12,584. Kentucky losses were
890 killed in action and 1,528 dead from accident or disease.
By war's end, federal control of military operations had firmly
established Kentucky’s wartime national policy role: a source of

14%
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Figure 9.5 Nineteen-year-
old Franklin R. Sousley of
Fleming County (second
from left) helped raise the
American flag at lwo Jima in
1945, He was kalled before
the batde ended { AP/Wide
World Photos}.

troops and political support. Because the national, not the state,
government directed the effort, the commonwealth’s experience
of the next war included relatively long training periods, moun-
tains of supplies, war-long tours of duty, stricter discipline, and
much prewar planning. Unlike World War I, which had a limited
impact on the state, World War II deeply affected the state, and
placed in uniform the largest number of Kentuckians in history.

World War Il

More than two years before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,
U.S. authorities increased the size of the nation’s National Guards.
Reorganized and given more training, Kentucky’s Guard was
“federalized” before 1941 and again joined the 38th Division for
active duty and more extensive preparations out of state before its
overseas duty. {The Kentucky Active Militia substituted in the
commonwealth for the absent Guard.) For months before Pe-
Harbor, cities across Kentucky conducted drills for air raids, fir.
and sabotage. Also, Fort Knox was enlarged and construction was
begun fora huge ammunition production complex {in Charlestown,
Indiana, near Louisville). Other announcements for planned
construction in Kentucky came from Washington: a new army
base (Camp Campbell} and ammu-
nition storage and communication
operations.

Afrer 1941, Kenrtucky’s strong
support for the war reached most..
parts of everyday life. Ever-present
reminders of the conflict included
the absence of most young men,
the frequent air raid drills, and
community activities like war bond
drives, salvage drives, and blood-
donation drives. The continued
construction of large war-related
facilities like Camp Breckinridge
and Louisville Medical Depot and
Nichols Hospital demonstrated t°
unprecedented size of America’s win
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program. Until the end of hostilities, more than 100,000 Kentuck-
ians labored in big factories and small shops.

The worldwide struggle took Kentuckians to countless far-
away places and involved them in a wide variety of types of
service. Some Kentuckians became well-known: Husband Kimmel
commanded the fleet at Pearl Harbor, Simon B. Buckner, Jr., died
in action while commanding army forces on Okinawa, and Edgar
Erskine Hume served as military governor of Rome. Other less
renowned, and mostly young, Kenruckians fought and died. Per-
haps two can represent the thousands who made the ultimate
sacrifice. Edwin L. Puckett, of Glendale, perished aboard the
U.S.S. Arizona at Pearl Harbor. A few hours later, Robert L.
Brooks, a black man from Sadieville, was killed in a bombing
“artack on the Philippine Islands. Sadly, many more of the
commonwealth’s youths followed these two in death.

Bombing Tokyo
Apnl 18:h(1942]

We were all sweating the first plane off. As the engines turned up
to- t;here [sic] maximum rpm, the plane {a B-25 bomber on the aircraft
carrier USS. Hmnet] set there and gquivered and shook as though it
wéte nervous and wanted to go. . {B]efore one could bat an eye the
[ﬁrst} plane was in the ajr. There was applause and shouts as it cleared
the deck: . ;. We were No. 10 {to take off]. -

At apprommately 2 o'clock we started our run. We thought at
first it was going to be easy, but a surprize [sic] was in store for us.
[When the bombing run began] I heard the co-pilot’s voice over the
interphone saying there were pursuits over us. . . . [Bombardier Lieuten-
ant Horace: E ] Crouch dropped the bo‘mbs [on Tokyo] and all | could

and the A.A. [an_tl alrcraft guns} also had our range. [Pllot L1eutenant
Richard O.] Joyce then dived for the ground. . . . {He] opened the
throttles and really flew. . . . It seemed when the Japs saw the tracers
Ifrom Larkin's machine guns] coming after them, they were afraid to
come closer. We were finally able to climb to the clouds and lose therm.

Source: Arville L. Funk, ed. “The Doolittle Raid Journal of Sgt. George E. Larkin, Jr,
1942." Register of the Kentucky Historical Sociery 83 {1985): 108-22.
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Of the 306,364 Kentuckians in service (6.6 percent of whom
were black), 7,917 died. Fatalities by branch of service were
Army/Air Corps, 6,802; Navy, 755; Marines, 356; and Coast
Guard, 4. Prisoners of war, including a former Harrodsburg Na-
tional Guard tank company rhat was involved in the Bataan
“Death March,” fought a special kind of war and displayed a
unique type of valor.

None of the fighting in World War I1 took place in Kentucky.
But this [atest disaster—like the frontier war and the Civil War—-..
for a rime seized control of every Kentuckian’s life. Like the two
earlier ordeals, World War 11 influenced for decades how Ken-
tuckians viewed the world. For example, one of the war's most
important effects was many nations’ opposition to the spread of
communism, a position that led to the commonwealth’s partici-
pation in two more wars.

The Korean War and the Vietnam War

In 1950, when communist North Korea invaded South Korea,
citizens of the commonwealth generally supported United Na-
tions’ efforts to repel the aggressors. Although little choice was
involved, Kentucky reservists in all service branches returned to
active duty. In addition, ten Kentucky National Guard units
(1,860 men) were ordered to serve with the regular army, and the
623rd Field Artillery™Battalion fought in Korea. Individually,
Kentuckians like seventeen-year-old Jack Browning saw Korean
combat. Browning, part of the famous Task Force Smith, which
first met the invaders, became a prisoner of war and endured the
one-hundred-mile Tiger Death March. Many other Kentuckians
also saw Korea. Of the 123,000 Kenruckians who served, 868 were
killed in action, 157 died from accident or disease, and 2,545 were
wounded.

More than a decade and a half after an armistice in Korea, one
of the most public choices about military service for Kentucky
soldiers occurred. In May 1968, the Kentucky National Guard’s
Znd Batealion, 138th Field Artillery was called to active duty in
Vietnam. Reflecting America’s divided mind on the war, 105
Guardsmen in the unit challenged the legality of the call-ug
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Spokesman for the petitioners William S. Johnson called their
action “not lone] to oppose the war in Vietnam or America’s
participation in [it].” Instead, they questioned the constitution-
ality of the U.S. law that permitted Guard units to serve over-
seas in undeclared wars such as the Vietnam conflict. In October,
the U.S. Supreme Court set aside lower court orders blocking
overseas shipment of reserve, and Guard, units.

The 2nd Battalion (543 men) arrived in Vietnam later that
month. During this one-year tour, eight members were killed in
action (five while defending Firebase Tomahawk from a June
1969 attack). Abour 125,000 other Kentuckians served during
the Vietnam War. Of that group, at least 1,072 died and were
honored with an elaborate monument in Frankfort. But many
wounds of this longest American war resist such efforts at healing.

The Persian Gulf War

After Iraq occupied neighboring Kuwait in August 1990, the
Unired Nations' reaction included a U.S.-led alliance authorized
to oust the invaders. In the next few months, with strong support
from most Kentuckians, thousands of military personnel left the
commonwealth. On their way to the Middie East were some
21,500 regulars from Fort Campbell and Fort Knox; roughly 600
Army, Navy, and Marine Reserves; and about 1,400 men and
women from the Kentucky Army National Guard, plus individu-
als from the Kentucky Air National Guard. Soon, they joined the
massive allied operations, Desert Shield (August 2, [990-January
14, 1991) and Desert Storm (January 15, 1991-February 28,
1991).

The nine units of the state's National Guard saw a wide

~variety-of duties. For example;-the-1/623rd-Field -Artillery Bats- s

talion gave fire support during Desert Storm to the coalition's
forces. The 2123rd Transportation Company advanced heavy
equipment deep into Iraq. And military police units processed
prisoners of war. Following the cease-fire, the 475th Mobile Army
Surgical Hospiral treated Iraqi civilians and POWs.

Like earlier military endeavors, this campaign claimed young
Kentucky lives. Reginald C. Underwood, a Marine pilot from
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Fayette County, was killed on a bombing mission over Iraq.
Additionally, five other Kentuckians, most in their twenties,
perished far from home. The six regulars and their Guard/Reserve
comrades wete all volunteers. To quote a phrase often repeated
during the war, they chose to go “in harm’s way.” That some do
not return from such journeys clearly remains an unchanging part
of war.

Summary

Legend calls Kentucky the “dark and bloody ground.” History
records that this land's military past truly is dark, bloody, and long.
Since the start of the frontier era, Kentuckians have been at war
for a total of 49 years. (Major conflicts include the Revolutionary
War, War of 1812, Mexican War, Civil War, Spanish-American
War, World War I, World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War,
and Persian Gulf War.) In these conflicts far more than 60,000
Kentucky soldiers, most of them teenagers or young adults, ha
died. Early in the state’s history, militia/volunteer campaigns led
by men like George Rogers Clark and Isaac Shelby achieved
military adventures and occasionally an important victory. As a
result, the public came to believe all wars could be fought as those
of the militia years had been conducted—with a minimum of
preparation and sacrifice. The great disaster of the Civil War,
however, proved—at least for some—that a large war could no
longer be fought without significant loss. Additionally, the federal
government's increasing control of military operations changed
Kentucky’s role from that of a supporter of militia-type conflicts
to a source, in the twentieth century, of troops and political
backing for national wars. Despite America’s recent, relatively
swift military successes like the Persian Gulf War, Kentucky’s
military history demonstrates that armed conflict rarely demands
so little in time or blood. Kentucky's dead, on battlefields from
Blue Licks ro the Middle East, offer silent testimony to war’s high
cost and enduring pain.
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CHAPTER 10

Violence

o Robert M. Irelanc{_ __

~

N ative American tribes called the area thar is
today Kentucky the “Dark and Bloody Ground.” For the first 110
vears of Kentucky’s statehood, its inhabitants seemed to be trying
hard to justify that name. They killed each other ar a rate more
than twice that of today and often did so for the most trivial of
reasons.

Honor and the System of Justice

The code of honor had much to do with the high rate of killing
in Kentucky in the nineteenth century. A custom rather than a
formal law, the code of honor affecred men much more than
women. Under the code, 2 man’s reputation was very important,
so much so that when his reputation was insulted he was com-
pelled to seek an immediate apology. If an apology was not offered,
then the offended man sometimes attempted to kill the person
who had insulted him.

were killed in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Also,
too many men drank too much whiskey, a deadly pastime when
combined with notions of honor and the habir of carrying con-
cealed weapons. Another reason for so much killing was the failure
of the criminal justice system to punish the killers. This failure
only encouraged others to kill because they did not fear being
punished for their wrongdoing.
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In order for a criminal justice system o work well, sheriffs and
policemen needed to arrest the wrongdoers: too often they did not
do that in the nineteenth century. Sheriffs had roo many other
duties such as collecting taxes; they did not have enough time and
were not paid enough to arrest criminals. Policemen, who were the
law enforcement officers in the larger towns and cities, were too
often chosen as law enforcers because of politicsrather than talent
and therefore lacked the courage and ability to arrest killers. Not

~ all sheriffs and policemen were poor at Jaw-enforcement,but:-
enough of them were to keep the system from working as well as
it should have.

After someone is arrested for supposedly committing a serious
crime, such as murder, he or she is taken before a grand jury, which
decides whether or not that person should be prosecuted. The
grand jury consists of twelve people chosen by jury commissioners
and a court clerk from lists of voters and taxpayers. In the
nineteenth century, most killers and all of the grand jurors were
men. For the most part, grand juries in Kentucky did a good job
indicting (charging with a crime) those who were suspected ¢
murder or other serious crimes. However, another jury, the pet.
jury, which tries those accused of crimes, was less severe in the
nineteenth cenrury, especially in trials involving accused murderers.
This leniency was partly because the men of nineteenth-century
Kentucky most capable of understanding the case seldom served
onjuries that tried murder cases. They escaped jury service because
they had read about the killing in the newspaper. For much of the
nineteenth century, knowledge of the killing meant thar a person
called for jury duty could avoid jury service because the judge
teared that persons with previous knowledge of the case might use
that knowledge for or against the defendant (the person on trial
for supposedly committing a crime). The people who had not read
about the case, and thus were eligible for jury service, were too
often illiterate and rather ignorant. Critics argued that ignorant.
and illiterate jurors could not fully understand the law and evi-
dence of cases and were more easily influenced by clever lawyers
who defended those accused of killing.

Judges also are an important part of the criminal justice system.
Trial judges act as umpires at the trials of those accused of
commirting crimes. In the nineteenth century, these judges roo
often were underpaid and overworked, which meant that the bes
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lawyers did not want to be judges. For much of the century it was
a simple marter for a defendant to “swear a judge off the bench,”
which ineant that the judge could not hear the case and someone
else would be chosen (sometimesa secret friend of the defendant).
For these and other reasons, the quality of trial judging in
nineteenth-century Kentucky too often left much to be desired.

If someone is convicted (found guilty} of a crime at a trial, that
person has a right to appeal the verdict (the finding of the jury)

- - to-anothercourt; called an appellate court. In Kentucky there wag -

no right of appeal from a conviction of a serious crime until 1854.
After that date, the court that heard such appeals, the Court of
Appeals, began to create a criminal law for Kentucky. In the case
of murders, that law was too often very lenient, making it easier
- for people to be found not guilty if they were tried for murder. For
example, in one case decided in 1870, a member of the Court of
Appeals wrote that it was all right for a person whose life had been
previously threatened by another person to shoot that person in
the back in self-defense. Although the Court of Appeals shon
afterwards backed away from this ruling, Kentucky's rule of self-
defense was known as one of the most lenient in the nation and
wassaid to have contributed to the state’s large number of killings.

Lawyers are also important members of the criminal justice
system. Some of them serve as prosecutors, known as commonwealth’s
attorneys, who decide, along with grand juries, who should be
charged with crimes and then try to convicr those persons in trials
before petit juries. In the nineteenth century, commonwealth’s
artorneys were also too often overworked and underpaid, and, as
a result, good lawyers usually did not want the job. This meant
that prosecutors were often young and inexperienced or old and
not very good. Those accused of killing often hired very good
lawyers who were better at their work than the prosecutors,

another reason that it was difficult to convict accused murderers.

~ The governor of Kentucky played an important part in the
criminal justice system in the nineteenth century. Today when
someone who is imprisoned for a crime wants to be freed before
his or her sentence has been served, that person seeks a parole
from a parole board. There was no parole system during most of
the nineteenth century in Kentucky, and the only way to gain an
early release from prison was to get a pardon from the governor.
Many people complained that the governors too often pardoned
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Figure 10.1 The Kentucky
benitentiary m Frankfort
arotnd 1860 {Kenzucky
Historical Sociery).

convicts,including killers; sometimes they even pardoned kille:.
who had not yet been tried. Kenrucky’s generally lenient pardon-
ing system was therefore another reason for the high murder rate
during the nineteenth century.

In their defense, some governors pardoned convicted killers
and other prisoners because Kentucky's only penitentiary was
overcrowded to the point of becoming a health hazard. Two
prisoners commonly occupied a cramped cell that was less than
four feet wide. Overcrowding not only caused certain ZOVernors
to pardon prisoners freely but was only one of several reasons that
the penitentiary never became a place where criminals were
reformed as those who founded the penitentiary had hoped.
Instead of becoming better cirizens, many of those prisoners who
survived the hardships of their imprisonment became even more
criminal in their behavior. Thus, the penitentiary became an-
other reason for Kentucky’s high murder rate. The opening of a
branch penitentiary in 1888 only partially solved the problem.

Kentucky’s violence took various forms. [t sometimes resulted
when two or more men had a disagreement and one of them,
believing his honor had been insulted, challenged the other man
to a duel. Until just after the Civil War, Kentuckians fougt
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approximately forty-one formal duels, some of them resulting in
death. Although the practice was illegal in Kentucky, few were
ever prosecuted for dueling. Those who used the duel to sertle
their differences followed a definite set of rules known as the code
duello. Under this code, those who would fight the duel and their
friends made sure that the duel was fair. During the process of
agreeing on the rules of the fight, the would-be duelists and their
friends sometimes settled the disagreement and called off the duel.
“Thus the code duello not only insured that no duelist had an unfair
advantage in the fight but also sometimes led to the peaceful
settlement of disagreements.

The Rules of Duelling

The Person Insilted, Before Challenge Sent

. I the insult be by blows or any personal indignity, it may be
resented at the moment, for the insult to the company did not origi-
nate with you. But although resented at the moment, you are bound
still to have satlsfaction, and must ‘therefore make the demand. .

Never send a challénge in the first i instance, for that preciudes all
negotiation. Let your note be in the language of a géntleman, and let
the subject matter of complamt be truly and fairly set forth, cautiously
avoiding attrxbutmg.to dle_adverse party any improper motive.

~ When your seéond isinfull possession of the facts, leave the
whole matter to-his 3udgment, and avoid any consultation with him
unless he ‘secks t:: He has e custody of your honor, and by obeying

not see thmgs m;the same aggravated light in which he views them

extenuate the conduce of his adversary whenever you see clearly an
opportumty to do so.

Source: John Lyde ston The Code of Horor; or Rules for the Government of Principals
and Seconds in Dweiimg Charleston, S.C., 1858. [Author's Note: Although Wilson
resided in South Carolina, his pamphlet was widely read throughout the South and
may be supposed to have influenced dueling in Kentucky and ro have reflected custorm
in that state]
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Most men who fought to settle their disagreements did not
fight duels but rather used any available weapons and often fought
unfairly. There were no efforts to settle disagreements before the
fight, the results of which were often deadly. The deadly affairs of
Charles Wickliffe in 1829 illustrate the two kinds of fight. In
March of 1829, Wickliffe argued violently with the editor of
Lexingron’s leading newspaper over some letters the editor had
published about Wickliffe’s father, who was rthe wealthiest man

- in the area. At. the height of the argument, Wickliffe dist Kz
pistol and shot the editor in the back as he tried to flee, Even
though the fight was clearly not fair; a Fayetre County jury found
Wickliffe not guilty by reason of self-defense. Several months
later, Wickliffe got into another argument with the new editor of
the newspaper and challenged him to a duel. This time the tight
was fair, each duelist being armed with the same kind of pistol, and

Wickliffe was killed. The killer was not prosecuted even though
dueling was illegal. These incidents also illustrate the all-too-
forgiving nature of Kentucky’s criminal justice system.that seemed
to encourage men to kill one another in order to avenge the
honor.

-------------

that eneiny whenever and wherever he giveshim a chance, and there is
no sigf_rbf relenting? . . . Why.should he be required still to wait an
assault . . . . when he might at any moment hecome the victim of his
own forbearance, and when self-defense might be impossible or un-
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he judgment of conviction is

Assassinations

Sometimes Kentucky’s murderous violence involved the assassi-

nation of public officials. In 1879, Thomas Buford shot and killed

amember of the Kentucky Court of Appeals because the court had

ruled against Buford in a dispute over a farm in Henry County.

Buford put on his hunting clothes and walked up to Judge John

M. Elliott in downtown Frankfort, leveled a shotgun at him as he

was entering a hotel, and blasted him in the back, killing him

instantly. Buford’s first trial resulted in a guilty verdict, but this

was reversed on appeal. The jury in the second trial found him  Fiure 10.2 The assassinasion

not guilty by reason of insanity. He was confined in the insane gofzozflwoﬁiuci&flfigc
asylum at Anchor- (Kentucky Historical Society).
age but escaped to
Indiana where he
spent most of the
restofhislife. Many
regarded the epi-
sode as another
example of Ken-
tucky’s inability to
deal effectively
with its epidemic

_of violence.

Kentucky’s

most sensational
assassination oc-
curred in 1900 fol-
lowing a bitter
campaign to elect
a governor. The
results of that
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Figure 10.3 Kentucky

milta, with their Garling election appeared to favor the Republican candidate, William S.
Gun, protecting the Taylor, who claimed victory by more than 2,000 votes, but t+
?::;ﬁ&f’('}z j:;:f;he Democrats, who controlled the legislature, seemed about to de
Historical Saciery). clare that their candidate, William Goebel, had been elected

governor. Each political party threatened violence, and, on Janu-
ary 30, 1900, one of those threats was made good when a rifle shot
killed Goebel as he approached the capitol. For a time following
Goebel’s assassination, Kentucky seemed on the verge of civil war
as Democrats and Republicans armed themselves for battle. Even-
tually, responsible leaders from both parties, including the Repub-
lican candidate for governor and the Democratic candidate for
lieutenant governor, agreed to let the Court of Appeals decide
who had won the election. The Court of Appeals ruled for the
Democrars, and their candidate for lieutenant governor took the
office. Goebel's assassination once more convinced many Ameri-
cans that Kentucky was nothing but a hotbed of violence.

Goebel’s was not the first death associated with a political
contest in Kentucky. Election days in nineteenth-century Ken-
tucky normally produced a number of killings that resulred from
violent arguments between members of opposite political parties.
It should also be noted that Goebel himself had killed a man in
a gunfight in 1895.
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Feuds

Kemucky’s most sensational examples of violence involved feuds
between families and their friends. Although some feuds took
place before the Civil War, most were fought afrer that evenr and
sometimes because of it. That war divided not only the nation but
the state as well. Disagreements caused by the war boiled over in

the postwar period. In Carter County, afeud berween the Underwood

and Stamper families that began during the Civil War reached
warlike proportions in the 18705 and was only ended when the
governor sent in the state militia {the predecessor of today’s
National Guard).
~ One of the bloodiest feuds took place in Rowan County
berween 1884 and 1887. A spirited contest between the Repub-
licans and Democrats for the office of sheriff caused its outbreak.
On election day, several fights broke out between the two sides,
resulting in the death of a leading Republican and the wounding
of another. Several months later in a barroom, while boil were
under the influence of liquor and carrying concealed weapons,
John Martin, a prominent Republican, killed Floyd Tolliver, a
leading Democrat.

To their credit, county officials arrested Martin and, hoping
to avoid vengeful friends of the dead Tolliver, jailed him in nearby
Clark County. Not to be outsmarted, the Tolliver family and
friends forged an order calling for Martin’s return to Rowan
County and presented it to the Clark County jailer. Despite
Martin’s pleas that he was about to be murdered, the jailer released
him to the impostors, who carried their victim to the railroad train
to Morehead, the seat of Rowan County, and en route shor him
down in cold blood.

Martin’s assassination sparked a war in Rowan County. In

Morehead. At this point, the governor sent in the highest military
officer of the state to arrange a truce berween the warring parties.
Both sides promised to give up fighting but quickly abandoned the
agreement almost as soon as the officer left the county. During
the next year the Martins and Tollivers fought several battles, the
most serious of which took place in July 1886. This time the
governor sent in the state militia, which restored order and
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arranged for another truce. As soon as the militia left the county,
warfare once more broke out, resulting in victory for the Tollivers,
who seized control of the county, driving out more than half the
population of Morehead. Craig Tolliver, the leader of the Tolliver
gang, unleashed a reign of terror and used the courts and juries
to punish his enemies.

Finally, in desperation, Boone Logan, a member of the Martin
gang, appealed to the governor for further military assistance. The

-governor declined but did not object when Logan said that he

would form his own private army in order to restore law and order
in Rowan County. Logan purchased several hundred rifles in
Cincinnati and distributed them to his friends. OnJune 22, 1887,
Logan and his army attacked the Tollivers in Morehead and
waged the greatest battle in Kentucky since the Civil War.
Logan’s army won a decisive victory, killing all the Tollivers and
achieving peace in Rowan County for the first time in three years.
Logan’s victory is an example of vigilante justice, a process
whereby private citizens take the law into their own hands when
the established officers of the law are unable to maintain law a _
order. This particular victory generally was for the good, althougu

there are numerous other examples of vigilante justice in Ken-
tucky and elsewhere that have resulted in more harm than benefit.

Kentucky’s most celebrated and remembered feud concerned
two families, one from Kentucky, the McCoys, and the other from
neighboring West Virginia, the Hatfields. The feud began in 1878
over the ownership of a hog and increased in violence on election
day of 1882 when, appropriate to the occasion, some McCoys
killed a Hatfield during a knife fight. Local officials sought to
enforce the law by arresting the McCoys who had done the killing,
but a band of armed Hatfields intercepted the posse and took
possession of the prisoners. Seeking to avenge the death of their
dead family member, they tied the McCoys to trees and massacred
them with gun fire. The feud raged for eight more years and finally
ended in early 1890 with conviction of nine of the Hatfield gang,
one of whom was hanged.

Historians have offered a variety of explanations for the
prevalence of Kentucky feuds following the Civil War. The code
of honor, excessive consumption of alcohol, and the wearing of
concealed weapons certainly were basic causes of most, if not all
feuds, just as they were reasons for the general epidemic of murd



VIOLENCE -

throughout the stare. Additionally, conflicts during the Civil
War and heated political battles following the war played impor-
tant roles in the feuds. Most feuds occurred in castern Kentucky,
which, in the latter part of the nineteenth century, was isolated
from the rest of the state and nation and had a particularly poor
educational system. Isolation and lack of educarion, in turn,
intensified family loyalties and hostilities, which formed the basis
of many feuds.

In some feuds, such as that between the Hatfields and the
McCoys, the pressures of economic change and business rivalry
increased the passions of conflict. Certainly too, the failure of the
criminal justice system to respond effectively to the feuds con-
tributed to their continued existence and duration. In the early

“twentieth century, the railroad and the highway began to connect
eastern Kentucky to other parts of the state and nation. A
somewhat improved educational system and a more effective
criminal justice system also served to restrain the angry spirit that
produced feuds.

The beginning of the twentieth century signaled not only the
end of most of the feuding in Kentucky but also the gradual
decline of the code of honor, the wearing of concealed weapons,
the relatively high consumprion of alcohol, and, as the result of
these declines, the rate of murders in some but not all parts of the
state. (Harlan County suffered the highest murder rate in the
nation in the 1920s.) Yet the rradition of violence persisted in
other ways. Instead of personal affrays of honor and feuding
families and friends, larger groups of violent men tought one
another over the price of tobacco and the wages paid coal miners.

Tobacco Wars

While most of Kentucky's feuds took place in eastern Ken-
tucky, the tobacco wars were fought in western and central
Kentucky. The price of tobacco had by 1904 fallen as low as four
cents per pound, less than it cost the farmers to produce it. The
farmers blamed the low price of tobacco on the “tobacco trust,”
a monopoly created by the American Tobacco Company and the
European companies associared with it. Since the monopoly
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manufactured most of the tobacco products, it bought most of the
tobacco sold in Kentucky and could control the price of the crop.
It was clearly to the advantage of the monopoly to keep the price
low, which it did.

In order to fight the monopoly, many of the farmers in western
Kentucky formed the Dark Tobacco District Planters’ Associa-
tion in September 1904. The main purpose of the association was
to persuade the tobacco growers to store their tobacco in asso-

and eventually be sold to the monopoly at a higher price than
could be obtained if the growers dealt 1nd1v1dually with the
monopoly

Such a plan needed the cooperation of most of the tobacco
growers. At first, the association attempted peacefully to persuade
growers to cooperate, but when a number of farmers resisted, some
members of the association began to use violence as a means of
persuasion. Disguising themselves with black masks or false beards,
these members rode by night, thus gaining the name “night
riders.” The night riders first warned uncooperative farmers th-
they faced violence if they refused to cooperate with the associatio.
If the farmers still refused to cooperate, the night riders whipped
them and burned their barns, warehouses, and Crops.

The night riders of western Kentucky committed most of their
violence in Trigg, Caldwell, and Lyon counties, although their
most spectacular terror occurred in Christian County in the town
of Hopkinsville. In December 1907, about 250 horsemen rode
into Hopkinsville, burned two tobacco warehouses and the office
of the local newspaper, which had been critical of the association,
and generally shot up the community. After they had finished
their frightening business, the riders rode out of town smgmg “My
Old Kentucky Home.”

Also faced with low tobacco prices, farmers in central Ken-
tucky organized the Burley Tobacco Society in 1906 in an_effort
tocopy the tactics of the Planters’ Association of western Kentucky.
‘ Some of these farmerts also resorted to violence, riding at night

and terrorizing farmers who did not cooperate with the society’s
efforts to increase the price of tobacco. Although their destruction
ranged far and wide, the night riders of central Kentucky were
most active in Bracken County.

tr

ciation warehouses so that it would be withheld from the market .
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Through peaceful and violent means, the tobacco farmers of
western and central Kentucky succeeded in withholding enough
tobacco from the market to raise the price of tobacco somewhat.
However, some of the night riders used the issue of fair prices for
tobacco as an excuse to commit criminal acts against innocent
victims. Some Afro-American farmers in western Kentucky, in
what were clearly racist attempts to drive them out of the region,
suffered whippings and burnings even though they cooperated
with the Planters’ Association. Acts such as these caused public

~ Spinion to turn against the night riders, and this change of
attitude, plus the determination of a newly elected governor to
stop the violence, put an end to night riding by 1909. The federal
government dissolved the tobacco monopoly shortly afterwards,
ensuring that a somewhat higher price for tobacco would con-
tinue.

Coal Conflicts

Eastern Kentucky was once more the scene of violence between
1931 and 1939 in a bloody dispute between coal-mine operators
and miners in Harlan County over the attempts of the miners to
gainrecognition for their labor union and, with that, higher wages
and better working conditions. The miners also wished to end the
complete control the operators maintained over the economy and
politics of Harlan County, which included ownership of most of
the housing and domination of almost all the offices of government.
To oppose the miners and their labor union, the operators enlisted
the support of two successive sheriffs and their deputies, many no
more than thugs with criminal records. During the period of the
conflict, 1931-1939, four miners and five deputy sheriffs were
killed. Finally in 1939, bolstered by federal prosecution of some .
of the strikebreakers who had worked for the operators, the miners
secured recognition of their union and a better labor contract.
Since the war of the 1930s, violence has periodically erupted in
Kentucky’s coal fields, especially in 1964 and 1977-1978.
Today, Kentucky’s homicide rate is about the same as the
national average, and its tradition of violence, so common in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, has declined. The code
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of honor has largely passed from the scene, as has dueling, and
most men do not wear concealed weapons. Homicidal feuds
between families and friends are largely a thing of the past. This
is not to say that violence no longer occurs in Kentucky. Some
counties of southeastern Kentucky continue to report alarmingly
high rates of homicide. The epidemic of drug use has produced a
wave of killings in both Kentucky and the nation. Certainly, too,
murderous violence within families continues to be a problem, as
do occasional outbursts of violence during labor disputes in the
coal fields. One has to wonder whether Kentucky residents today
are safer from violence than the Kentuckians who lived a hundred
years ago.

Summary

Honor, concealed weapons, and alcohalic consumpiion sparked
Kentucky’s epidemic of nineteenth-century violence. Duels ac-
counted for asmall number of fatalities
and actually offered combatants an

Figure 10.4 Violence in
Kentucky brought one
reswspajer's revision of the
state seal (Kentucky
Historical Seciety).

opportunity to escape killing. Infor-
mal fights contributed many more
deaths. After the Civil War, feuds
broke outinseveral counties of eastern
Kentucky, killingand wounding many
and causing widespread turmoil. In
the early twentieth century, western
Kentucky night riders and eastern
Kentucky coal miners produced fur-
ther episodes of mayhem. In each
instance the failure of the criminal

justice system to respond effectively

contributed to the persistence of violence. Today, drug-related
killings, periodic unrest in the coal fields, and high rates of
homicide in southeastern counties undermine the notion that
violence is a thing of the past in Kentucky.



CHAPTER 11

- - . e - - - . -

Economics

Jack C. Morgan =~ _ B

I)eople who live outside the commonwealth often
associate Kentucky’s economy with thoroughbred horses, coal
mining, whiskey, and burley tobacco. In reality, the state has a
diversified economy, thanks to the productivity of its people, rich
soils, abundant coal deposits, and natural beauty. Sometime after
World War II, Kentucky was transformed from an agricultural
state to one of manufacturing. Today the economy is even more
varied, with service industries, travel and tourism, mining, hor
racing, and timber production as important industries along witi.
agriculture and manufacturing.

Kentucky is one of the leading coal-producing states and ranks
second in the cash value of tobacco produced. Kentucky’s two
largest chartered corporations, Ashland Qil, which refines and
markets petroleum products, and Brown-Forman, a marketer and
manufacturer of fine consumer goods, are among the “Fortune
500" largest industrial corporations. With economic diversity,
people are less dependent on any one particular industry. In
contrast to the diversification of business and ifdustry to be found
in most areas of Kentucky, parts of eastern and western Kentucky
are still almost totally dependent on the demand for coal. When
coal mining is depressed, there are pockets of unemployment as
high as 25 percent, bringing about cruel and devastating poverty.

Manufacturing

In Kentucky, the present economy is diversified with the manu-
facture, assembling, or production of automabiles, bricks, heav 7
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machinery, food, food processing machines, clothing, chemicals,
air pollution control equipment, and consumer appliances, among
a growing list of products. While manufacturing plants are located
throughout the state, concentrations of such plants exist around
the population centers of Louisville, Lexington, Bowling Green,
Paducah, Glasgow, Covington, Newport, Hopkinsville, Ashland,
and Owensboro. On the other hand, several Kentucky clothing
manufacturers are located in smaller towns. Some of the larger
manufacturing firms have more than one plant in the state. The
Kentucky manufacturers employing the largest number of people
are, in descending order, General Electric (home appliances),
Fruitof the Loom (textiles), Ford (automobiles and trucks), Philip
Morris (food and tobacco), Armco (steel), and Toyota (automo-
“biles). In 1990, manufacturing establishments in Kentucky em-
ployed 286,900 people at an average pay of $428 per week.

Unlike many other states, Kentucky has actually experienced
growth in manufacturing, and this growth has been related in
great part to the expanding automotive industry. In Bowling
Green, for example, General Motors produces twelve Corvettes
an hour and employs over 1,200 skilled workers. Ford produces
small and heavy-duty trucks at two Louisville plants, and Toyota
produces the Camry at its Georgetown plant.

Toyota provides an opportunity to look at the secondary
effects of a manufacturing plant. Approximately three thousand
personsare employed by Toyotaat the Georgetown (Scott County)
plant, and it is estimated that each one hundred jobs will generate
an additional forty-four secondary jobs in related industries.
These secondary jobs may be in sales, services, or expanded
employment in police and fire protection and other government
areas. Other Kentucky firms provide more jobs by making parts
for the Camnry, which are then purchased by Toyota. In addition,

... demand has increased in the Scort County. area for. utilities, .. ... ... ...

transportation, streets and roads, fire and police protection,
schools, and other goods and services. New employees are impor-
tant to economic development. They result in the construction
of new homes, the purchase of new home appliances, and the
increased demand for more retail stores.

In contrast, as new homes and businesses have heen con-
structed, land available for farming has declined. New homes and
businesses and the demand for more public services result in more

171



17z -

OUR KENTUCKY

tax revenues for providing these services. As you can see, all
sectors of the economy are interdependent and interrelated.

Agriculture

O all the industries in Kentucky, agriculture ranks among the

+_most important. Sales of crops and livestock total almost $3°
billion annually. Although tobacco has declined in importance

because of reduced marketing quotas and reduced price supports,
it still is Kentucky’s largest cash crop. Kentucky ranks second
behind North Carolina in the export of tobacco. The other
leading crops in order of importance are hay, corn, and soybeans.

Similar to other forms of diversification in Kentucky’s overall
economy, farming itself has become more diversified with the
addition of beef cattle along with the more traditional agricultural
products. Kentucky has become the fourth leading state in the
export of meat and live animals. The counties best known f
raising livestock are Barren, Bourbon, Christian, Fayette, Nelsos.,
Shelby, Union, and Warren. Other commaodities that are growing
in importance in Kentucky agriculture are hay, poultry, and
canola (a relatively new cash crop used for cooking oil and for
livestock meal). Kentucky farmers also produce dairy products,
hogs, wheat, barley, rye, eggs, and horses.

Kentucky ranks fourteenth among the states in the production
of corn, fourteenth in the production of soybeans, eighteenth in
the production of winter wheat, ninth in the production of hay,
twelfth in the production of milk cows, and“fourteenth in the =
production of hogs. Commodities of lesser importance that in-
dicate increased agricultural diversity include sheep, grain sorghum,
catfish, vegetables, and ornamental plants. Another important
but lesser known area of agriculture in Kentucky is fruit orchards.
Peach orchards can be found in Henderson, McCracken, and
Trimble counties, and apple orchards are numerous around
Jamestown, Ashland, and Paducah.

As in the rest of the United States, the number of Kentucky
farms and full-time farmers has been declining. With 96,000
farms, the average farm size in Kentucky is about 150 acres:
however, two out of three farmers work on the farm only pa _K
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time. Often these part-time farmers hold full-time jobs in small-
town factories or businesses. A 1986 survey of Kentucky farmers
estimated that 70 percent of the farm families had at least one
family member working away from the farm.

Full-time farmers concentrate more on grain and dairy pro-
duction, while part-time farmers tend to restrict themselves to
tobacco and beef cattle. Although average annual gross farm
income is $31,000, net annual farm income is only $8,700.
Farmers who leave farming do so for a variety of reasons, including
the need for large capital investment, better pay with shorter
hours in off-farm jobs, and the inefficiency of small-scale farming.
Other reasons for leaving the farm are higher standards of living
and less financial risk in off-farm jobs. Farmers who left farming
in the late 1980s because of the 1983 farm drought and the farm
recession were generally younger, more educated, and less experi-
enced in farming than those preceding them.

What is life for the full-time farmer like? Let us examine the
life of a young farmer in Oldham County. Kevin Jeffries, like one
of every three Kentucky farmers, farms full time. A thirty-year-
old University of Kentucky graduate, he is the fourth generation
of his family to operate a farm. He says he wanred to be a farmer
since he was big enough to get on a tractor. He has served on the
board of directors of the Kentucky Farm Bureau, was president of
the Oldham County Farm Bureau for three years, and has been
chairman of the Soil Conservation District.

Kevin and his father own 350 acres, rent another 650 acres,
and have $1 million invested in equipment. They raise beef
cattle, selling the calves to others to be fattened; they raise
their.own hay and grow corn, soybeans, and wheat. Most years
they are able to “doublecrop” the wheat and soybeans—in other
words, combine the wheat in late spring and early summer and
plant soybeans on the same ground for a fall harvest. In most

assist farmers. They have a tobacco base, which is a percentage
of all their tillable land, but have leased it to other tobacco
farmers for several years because of the intensive labor required
to raise tobacco.

Kevin enjoys farming and explains that today’s successful far-
mer has to be an accountant, a chemist, and a mechanic, as well
asafarmer, because of all of the responsibilities and variety of jobs.
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Figure 11.1 Rafting logs down
the river provided income to

Although he enjoys his life as an active farmer he expressed
concern about a number of problems, such as requirements for
handling and using chemicals, government programs, property
and income taxes, the risks of the weather, and urban encroach-
ment. Regarding urban encroachment, there are now subdivisions
of homes on three sides of his farm, possibly making the land
more valuable for the development of homesites than for
farming. In fact, Kevin is one of only six to eight full-time farmers
currently farming in Oldham County. = ..o

Timber

Timberisanother important Kentucky industry, employing about
24,000 people and adding around $900 million to the economy
each year. One-half the area of Kentucky—12.4 million acres—
is timberland, and this acreage is owned by some 400,000 land-

many Kenuckians (Universicy of  owners. Although five hundred million board feet of lumber a-
Kentucky, Special Collections).

harvested each year, distr:
foresters encourage conser-
vation and timber manage-
ment practices among for-
est owners, and, today, tim-
ber is growing faster than it
is being cut. Most of
Kentucky’s forests are hard-
woods, consisting of ash,
walnue, hickory, yellow
poplar, and various types of
oak trees. In fact, Kentucky
is the fourth leading state in
the production of hardwood
timber—possibly an impor-
tant reason that Scott Pa-
per Company decided to
build a new plant near
Owensboro. Other plants
that contribute to Kentucky’s timber industry are pulp mills,
pallet mills, furniture facilities, sawmills, and veneer mills.
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Figure 11.2 The underground
coal miner (University of
Kentucky, Special Collections) .

Coal

Along with timber, bituminous coal is extremely important to
Kentucky’s economy and has an annual value of over $4 billion.
Kentucky is one of the leading coal-producing states, mining
about 17 percent of the coal produced each year and employing
31,000 workers. The biggest economic disadvantage of coal is the

~dependence of local. communities on one industry. The coal”

industry offers a good illustration of the problem of lack of
economic diversification and the interaction of supply and de-
mand. In parts of Appalachia and western Kentucky, coal is
practically the only industry in the area. When demand for coal
is good, as it was during the Arab oil embargoes of 1973, 1978,
and the early 1980s, the local economies are prosperous. As a
direct result of the high price of petroleum products, the price of
coal doubled in the early 1980s. When demand for coal slackens,
prices fall—as they have done since 1982—and the local econ-
omy becomes depressed, resulting in as many as one out of eve
four coal miners becoming unemployed.

In the past, coal was used
primarily to provide heat,
but today its most impor-
tant use is for coal-burning
power plants that supply
half of the electricity for
the entire United States
and 95 percent of the elec-
tric power for Kentucky.
Coal is also used to make
coke, an essential raw
material used in the
manufacture of iron and
steel.

There are two basic
kinds of coal mines: sur-
face and underground. In
Kentucky, 53 percent of the
mines are surface and 47
percent are undergrour
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Throughout the commonwealth’s history, coal mines often caused
soil erosion and flooding. Underground mining was especially
dangerous. In modern practice, after the surface mining is com-
pleted the land must be reclaimed (returned to its original con-
dition as much as possible). Both surface and underground mining
now use more heavy equipment, which has taken over much of
the extremely hard work formerly done by miners. Although mine
safety has improved and fewer miners lose their lives, coal mining
is still considered a hazardous occupation with the dangers of
explosions, lung disease, and collapsed underground mines. East-
ern Kentucky tends to have more independently owned mines and
fewer unionized workers; western Kentucky has more miners who

are members of unions and who work
for mines owned by large corpora-
tions.

Kentucky also produces some
natural gas and oil in the northeastern
and south central parts of the state,
although those products are less
significant to the economy than coal.
Other minerals that contribute to
the commonwealth’s economy are
clays, crushed stone, sand and gravel,
zinc, and fluorspar, The value of all
minerals produced in 1988 was $4.7
billion.

Transportation

The Ohio River and Kentucky’s

: --strategic---l-o-cation provide"important IR

advantagesfor the sale and distribution
of Kentucky’s products. As Figure

11.3 shows, Kentucky, located in the center of the eastern and
central United States area pictured, is about the same distance
from northern manufacturing and the eastern seaboard as from
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Figure 11.3 Mileage from
Louisville to some U.S.
cities (Kentucky Facts,
1988 ed.).

the southern gulf ports. This area includes twenty-eight states
which contain 68 percent of the population of the United States,
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69 percent of the nation’s income, 68 percent of the retail sales,
and 71 percent of the nation’s manufacturing employment.
Kentucky’s highways provide efficient connections with roads
leading to all major commercial centers in the eastern and central
United States. In addition, Kentucky has over 1,100 miles of
commercially navigable waterways, 3,300 miles of railroad track,
{tve operational riverports with four more planned, and five
commercial airports. All these transportation factors place Ken-

. tucky in a good competitive position for sellmg its products and::o.

attracting new industries.

Service Industries

Services, work performed to satisfy consumer demands, include
the instruction provided by teachers, the music of an orchestra,
haircuts and styling by barbers and beauticians, the preparation
and serving of information provided by computers, and rhe finar
cial functions of banks, to list a few. In the United States—a
in Kentucky—services have become increasingly important. Ser-
vice industries account for 67 percent of our nation’s Gross
National Product. Service industries tend to be more “labor
intensive” than manufacturing and farming; that is, service indus-
tries usually require a large number of workers in relation to
machines and equipment. The importance of services was empha-
sized by one Kentucky economist who explained that, in the long
run, for significant economic growth to occur, there must be more
service industries. These industries would provide more jobs,
thereby giving Kentuckians more purchasing power.

At present, several importantservice industries exist in Kentucky,
with jobs ranging from the low-paying, part-time position of the
person behind the counter at your favorite fast-food restaurant to
the highly paid position of the computer programmer. In 1988,
Kentucky had 522 shopping centers, providing numerous service-
related jobs. In Louisville, the National Processing Center, a
subsidiary of First National Bank, employs between two and three
thousand persons who process credit card payments for oil companies
and many other firms that issue credit cards. Approximately one
out of every four pieces of first-class mail coming to Kentucky go
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to the National Processing Center. General Electric employs 230
Kentuckians full-time to answer the toll-free telephone calls of
consumers inquiring about how to use, install, or repair home
appliances. Humana employs over three hundred workers in
telemarketing to promote health insurance sales by phone. And
Sears catalog service in Louisville has about eight hundred people
who handle catalog orders by phone from all over the United
States. Other significant service firms include Dollar General
Stores, which has a major distribution center in Scottsville,
Computer Services, Inc., in Paducah, and Kentucky Central Life

Insurance in Lexington.

“Tourism and Travel

Most Kentuckians think of tour-
ism and travel only as sources of
pleasure, enjoyment, and relax-
ation; however, they contribute a
significant amount of income for
120,000 Kentuckians. The tourism
and travel industry adds over $4
billion annually to Kentucky’s
economy and results in over $300
million in tax revenues for state
and local governments. Kentucky
has over 750 miles of interstate
highways, 62,000 miles of rural
roads, and 7,500 miles of urban
roads, making travel easy and
vacationspotsaccessible. Tourism

of vacationers and travelers who
reside in other states. Look at the
license plates of cars the next time
you visit one of Kentucky’s out-
standingstate parks. You are likely
to find vehicles from all over the
country.

and-travel-also-attract thousands

Figure 11.4 The midway of
the Kentucky State Fair
(Kentucky Fair and Exposition
Cenzer).
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' Kentucky has many outstanding recreation and vacation at-
tractions, including state parks, national forests, horse farms,
caves, lakes, camping grounds, historic sites, outdoor theaters, the
state fair and county fairs, and sports events. Tourists spend
money with airlines, service stations, travel agencies, car rental
agencies, hotels, restaurants, craft shops, and a multitude of other
retail enterprises, employing many Kentuckians. Over 65,000
Kentuckians are employed in the hotel and motel business afone.
The multiplier effect of tourism and travel employment is ex-
tremely important. Employees in these industries earn incomes
that create demand for more goods and services.

The building of new hotels and motels creates demand for new
carpets, furniture, air conditioners, plumbing, lighting, and decor.
Travelers’ demand for food in restaurants increases the demand
tor food producers, processors, and distributors. Because of this
multiplier effect, many nontourist industries experience more
business than would otherwise be possible.

Labor

The tabor force of Kentucky consists of over 1,700,000 workers
in a great range of jobs from unskilled beginning workers to those
who are managers, professionals, and entrepreneurs. Pay varies
greatly and is determined by education, training, skills, supply of
workers {the number of workers available for a job), and demand
for workers (the number of workers employers are ready and able
to hire). Approximately 56 percent of Kentucky’s population is
employed, with 74 percent of the men in the labor force and 51
percent of the women in the labor force. Kentucky ranks. forty-
seventh and forty-ninth respectively in the percentage of men and
women in the fabor force. This relatively low ranking is owing to
the fower education levels, lower pay in many Kentucky indus-
tries, and high unemployment in some areas. While some counties
have virtually no unemployment, a few counties in eastern and
western Kentucky have unemployment rates as high as 15 to 25
percent, especially when coal mines are idle. These great disparities
result in major income differences around the commonwealth.
In 1988, Kentucky ranked forty-second in personal incor
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at $12,822 per capita. The situation is made worse because the
areas of low per capita income are areas of less purchasing power
and fewer retail stores and service industries. The declining
birthrate, which began around 1950, is a concern for many
economists because of the need for young, skilled workers.
Approximately 16 percent of Kentucky’s labor force is orga-
nized in unions, paralleling the current percentage of unionized
labor in the United States. Industries with strong union repre-
sentation are mining, automobile production and assembly, and
steelwork. Approximately 100 of Kentucky’s £ 20 counties have
one or more unions, and many different businesses and industries
are at least partially unionized. Some letter carriers, nurses,
construction workers, clothing workers, and distillery workers

~belong to unions. Many of these local unions are affiliated with

state, national, and international labor organizations.

In 1984, the Kentucky Labor Cabinet was formed. Among the
functions of the Labor Cabinet are enforcement of regulations and
laws regarding child labor, wages and hours, training, rights of the
physically handicapped, and wage discrimination based on sex. it
is the Labor Cabinet, for example, that enforces rules about how
late teenagers may work at night in fast-food restaurants. The
Labor Cabinet also enforces occupational and health standards
and assists in the settlement of disputes between labor and
management.

International Trade

International trade is growing in importance to Kentucky’s econ-
omy. You need only look at the number of foreign-made products
in homes and stores to see how this is true. From automobiles to

electncalapphances, fromelectronlcgames 6 ClOtthg, almost e s e e

everyone buys foreign-made items or component parts that g0
into the final products.

Kentucky exports many products because of relatively cheap
transportation costs as a result of its location on the Ohio River
and its relative closeness to major population centers. Exports
expand the markets for Kentucky's industrial output. Soybeans
and other farm crops can be loaded on barges, moved down the
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Ohio, the Mississippi River, and on to the Gulf of Mexico for
shipment abroad. In fact, Kentucky exports two of every three
bushels of its soybeans and one-half of its wheat and tobacco to
foreign countries. Corn is used in distilling whiskey, much of
which is exported. Agriculture makes up only 18 percent of
Kentucky’s exports, with manufactured products making up 59
percent of the total dollar value of exports. Other exports are
chemicals, 14 percent; coal, 4 percent; and all other exports, 5
percent. _ R L

The production of goods for export, whether comn or steel
valves, provides jobs for thousands of Kentuckians, and exports
have been growing at an increasing rate over the past few years,
Anincrease in exports recently prompted a Tompkinsville lumber
firm to add fifty employees and create a separate company to
handle exports of timber. :

One reason for increased exports is the direct foreign investment
in Kentucky of the Toyota plant and other foreign-owned au-
tomotive parts plants. In 1989, European countries accounted for
45.1 percent of the direct foreign investment while Japan a~-
counted for 42.5 percent. Over 1.2 million acres of Kentucky 1:
is owned by foreign companies, and over 1.6 million acres of
minerals are owned or leased by direct foreign investment in
Kentucky. Direct foreign investment in Kentucky should continue
to grow, given the commonwealth’s geographic location and
relatively cheap labor costs. Just as foreign companies invest in
Kentucky and other parts of the United States, some Kentucky
companies invest in foreign countries.

Taxes

Taxes affect the economic lives of all Kentuckians. Taxes provide
the many services that individuals want but do not provide
individually. The two pie charts in Figure 11.5 show where
Kentucky’s state government obtained its general fund revenue
and how it spent this revenue of about $3.5 billion during the 1990
fiscal year, the period from July 1, 1989, through June 30, 1990.
The largest source of state revenue is the sales tax, which was
increased to 6 percent of sales as of July 1990. The individ
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even
Revenue (34%) Sales and
Gross Receipt Tax
Individual

Income Tax (34%)— —{5%) Cther

(5%) Non-Tax Revenue

Property Tax (9%)
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: {1%) Justice
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---(3%) Legislative

and Judicial
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Government {24%)
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income tax provides about one-third of total general fund rev-
enues. Corporate income taxes, which were also increased in
1990, and property raxes are next in importance. The coal sev-
erance tax, which was passed in 1972 to replace the sales tax
removed from groceries, is based on rhe amount of coal mined.

The largest expenditure funcrion for state government is
education and humanities. Education is also the largest expendi-
ture for local governmental units. In 1990, the Education Reform

« = o . « e & o . + o = e s . s =

Summary

The health of Kentucky's economy tends to follow the health of
the United States. To a considerable extent, this is because of the

Figure 11.5 Kentucky General
Fund, Fiscal Year 1990
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interdependence of Kentucky’s economy and that of the Unired
States. On the positive side, manufacturing industries have ex-
perienced employment growth, largely thanks to automobile
manufacturing and related industries that have located in Ken-
tucky. Also, export markers for Kentucky products are strong, and
Kentucky enjoys some transportation advantages when shipping
its products. On the negative side, the growth in the number of
jobs in Kentucky has not been as great as the increase in jobs

nationally. In addition, as we have seen, parts of Kentucky are

tied to one industry, coal. When ¢oal is depressed, as it has been
in recent years, high unemployment and regional poverty result.

The future health of Kentucky's economy will depend on
several factors, including how diversified the economy is, the
health of the Unired States economy, whether service industries
and manufacturing industries grow or locate in Kentucky, the
growth or lack of growth of the commonwealth’s population,
the skills and education of future generations, the demand for
Kentucky products and services nationally and abroad, and how
we will maintain the environment while promoting economic
growth.

i



"CHAPTER 12

a“ Refo

Carol Crowe-Carraco

P'm not denyin’ that women are fools; God Almighty mad’em
to match the men!

Eliza Calvert Hall, 1897

Eom statchood to the present, Kentucky women
have dedicated their energies and wisdom to improving the
conditions under which all Kentuckians live. They often rejected
traditional roles and labored for causes that affected the powerless
and the poor. Wearing yellow ribbons to identify their allegiance
to the suffrage question, they sought legal rights for women and
fought for humanitarian causes. For some reformers the franchise
was an end in itself; for others the ballot marked only the
beginning.

Early Struggles for Women’s Rights

Kentucky occupies a unique position in the American women's
rights movement; it is the only state where women lost the right
to vore after obtaining it. In 1838, Kentucky became the first state
to permit any kind of women's suffrage. Legislation allowed
widows who had school-age children and lived in rural school
districts to vote for school trustees. In 1888, the law was exrended
to allow “tax-paying widows and spinsters”

again only in rural
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districts—to vote on school raxes. Kentucky’s limited suffrage,
however, fell victim to racial prejudices in the fall of 1902 after
itwas rumored that far too many illiterate black women had voted
in the spring elections.

With the exception of school suffrage, Kentucky lagged be-
hind other states in legal rights for women unril late in the
nineteenth century. A married woman could not make will. If
a female possessed property when she got married, it went to her
husband to dispose of as he wished. A wife did not even own the
clothes on her back. If she had a job, her husband could‘collecr -
and spend her wages. He also had sole guardianship of their
children; yet he could not be forced to supportt them. Although
widows and unmarried women paid taxes, they could not vore in
state and national elections.

Despite these obvious inequities, Kentucky showed lirtle
interest in women’s suffrage for many years. The national 1848
Seneca Falls Convention, often regarded as the start of the
women’s rights movement, merited no attention in Kentucky.
The earliest suffrage agitation came after national suffrage advocate
Lucy Stone visited Louisville and spoke to a farge crowd, and th
event received a “full and friendly report” in a local newspaper.
Kentucky’s first women's suffrage association, with a member-
ship of fifty, blossomed briefly in Glendale (Hardin County) in
1867 bur soon disappeared leaving few traces.

The Clay Women

i the late 1870s, Mary Jane Warfield Clay and daughters Mary
Barr, Sallie, Annie, and Laura joined the campaign to improve
women’s status. The Clay women were well-acquainted with the
devastating legal position of women in Kentucky. In 1835, Mary
Jane Warfield married Cassius M. Clay, the fiery emancipationist
and ardent antisuffragist. Because her husband preferred national
causes and foreign service to farming, Mary Jane Clay had the
responsibility of paying her hushand's debts, building and main-
taining the family farm, White Hall, and caring for their ten
children. Eventually, Clay’s indiscretions in Europe and the
arrival of his illegitimate Russian son proved the final blow to the
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marriage. Mary Jane moved to Lexington, and, in 1878, Cassius
sued her for divorce after forty-five years of marriage on the
grounds of desertion. Since women had no rights under Kenrucky
law, Mary Jane received nothing, and her hushand even alleged
that she owed him $80,000 for the years she had lived in his home.

Stung by the treatment of their mother, the Clay sisters
arranged for suffragist Susan B. Anthony to speak in Richmond
in October 1879. Her “Bread, Not the Ballot” speech emphasized
that the vote was necessary for the economic protection women
needed. Anthony’s visit marked the beginning of the Madison
County Equal Rights Association, the state’s first permanent
women's rights association.

In December 1879, the Clays knocked on doors in Lexington
.fo enlist supporters for a women’s rights association. Mary Barr
Clay got “44 names of ladies and 102 of gentlemen.” The female
signatures were not always easy to obtain; some would not sign,
for they were “afraid of displeasing their husbands.” That same
fall, only six women attended the organizational meeting of the
Fayette County Equal Suffrage Association.

The opposition of mates continued to retard the movement
in Kentucky. One husband insisted that his wife return feminist
literature because he did not want his “pleasant relations with his
wife disturbed by her reading such books.” Other men forbade
their wives to go to suffrage lectures. The Clays, however, equated
women’s suffrage with God’s will. Laura wrote of her work as
“God’s causes,” and sister Sallie always stopped her husband’s
opposition to her attendance at suffrage gatherings by reciting
her dreams in which the Supreme Being said “Sister, rise!—and
go to the meeting.”

State newspapers often reflected the struggles between spouses,
and they heaped insults and ridicule upon the advocates of the
women'’s rights movement. Editor Henry Watterson constantly

“silly-sailies,” “red-nosed angels,” and “Crazy Janes.” Scoffers
maintained that women were too ignorant of the issues to vote.
In response, a southern Kentucky suffragist maintained, “Taxa-
tion without representation is tyranny and woman’s suffrage is
right.”

The first attempt ro organize a statewide suffrage society came
in 1881, when the American Woman Suffrage Association (AWSA)
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met in Louisville, the first such convention held south of the
Ohio River. The meeting created considerable inrerest. Ope
newspaper reported that, contrary to common belief, the con-
vention was not solely a gathering of “strong-willed old maids”
and noted that “90% of those in attendance were married, did not
. _ have short hair [a sign of radicalism], nor dress in pantaloons.”
' Taking advantage of the enthusiasm aroused by the convention,
twenty-five suffragists founded the Kentucky Woman Suffrage
Assomatlon (KWSA) the first state society in the South.
SR : From 1881 to 1888, Laura Clay served as
president of the KWSA. Local groups in
Louisville, Lexington, and Richmond affili-
ated with the state organization, but no new
societies were formed. A woman from
Carrollton warned, “Woman's suffrage finds
few advocates here.” From Paducah a ma-
tron wrote, “With the exception of myself,
I know of no woman in Paducah in favor of
Woman Suffrage.” Lebanon boasted of two
suffragists, but one of them apologized, “B
ing southerners it is hard for us to advance
out of the old routine.”

As the responsibilities of marriage and
family claimed more of her sisters’ attention,
the unmarried Laura Clay assumed leader-
ship of the Kentucky suffrage movement. In
January 1888, she helped to reorganize the
Lexingron suffrage society into the Fayette
County Equal Rights Association. The new
organization’s objectives were “to advance
the industrial, educational and legal righrs
of women and to secure suffrage to them by

appropriate State and National legislation.”
o - . .
Figure 12.1 Laura Clay led [t advocated “absolute equality with men in

the early swomen’s vights the right of free enjoyment of every opportunity that . . . civil-
movement in Kentucky ization . . . offers for the development of individual capacity.”
(University of Kentucky, Te hi his £ hi . th b N

Special Collections) o achieve this far-reaching goal, the members soon set up

committees, some of which—"Hygiene and Dress Reform,” “In-
dustrial Training for Women,” “Bible Study,” “Work among
Young People”—were attempts to reach every woman, regard
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less of her level of social, cultural, or political awareness.

That same year, Lucy Stone invited Laura Clay to present a
paper at the AWSA’s November convention in Cincinnati. Clay
seized the opportuniry to invite all Kentucky suffragists to arrend
and establish a new statewide association. Delegates from Fayette
and Kenton counties answered Clay’s call and formed the Ken-
tucky Equal Rights Association (KERA ) on November 22, 1888.
Like its Lexington prototype, the KERA wanted more than the
ballot; it wanted a revolution. It sought equality in every profes-
sion and every opportunity available to men. Clay realized that
the achievement of this goal depended as much upon changing
people’s attitudes toward women's place in society as upon chang-
ing the laws.

~  Aspresident of the KERA, Laura Clay faced several tasks. She
had to build state membership and organize new auxiliary chapters;
she had to lobby for feminist legislation at the biennial meetings
of the state legislature; and she had to encourage women to enroll
at the University of Kentucky, where they had been admitred
since 1880, and the Louisville School of Pharmacy, open to them
since 1882.

Toachieve the KERA's goals, Clay planned to join forces with
Kentucky temperance leaders like Frances Beauchamp of the
Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). Both women
recognized that there was much more sympathy in the state for
prohibition than for women’s suffrage, and Clay predicted that
temperance workers would become suffragists as soon as they
found out they had no power “without the ballot.” The greater
popularity of the temperance movement certainly proved Lucy
Stone’s observation that “it is much easier to see a drunkard than
itistoseeaprinciple.” Temperance and suffrage lecturers believed
that the ballot in the hands of women was the surest way to
prohibition and other reforms.

- Early in 1889, Kentucky suffragists announced the formation

of the Kentucky Lecture Bureau to provide free speakers for any
civic or women’s club anywhere in Kentucky. The most acrive of
these lecturers, Laura Clay spoke often on the question of exact
equality before the law, including the right to suffrage of all
citizens without regard to gender. After listening to her, the
audience “nearly all . . . wore . . . the yellow ribbon, the woman’s
rights color, with the white, the W.C.T.U. emblem.”
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Speaking was only part of Laura Clay’s suffrage work. She
urged every contact available to her to start a KER A auxiliary and
to circulate petitions in support of legislation in Frankfort. The
task often discouraged her. Lida Calvert Obenchain, a Bowling
Green novelist and wife of the local college president, turned
down Clay’s first pleas to join the work; having two small babies
would keep her from attending the meerings, even if someone
could be found to form a group. Clay’s persistence paid off, and,

from 1900 to 1906, Obenchain served as press secretary for the .

"KERA. In this capacity she sent articles on women’s rights to one
hundred Kentucky newspapers on a bimonthly basis. Because of
the frequency of her appeals, Obenchain used at least four pseudo-
nyms to sign her work.

-« a2 & 4 LI T T ¢ T 4 e & 4 & 4 e e s % s & a =

Votes for .Womgn.

Bouling Green, Ky., Feb. 17, 1896
Editors Womfin*s ]ou_'_r'nqi:

~ That riervouss suffragzst who wrote to ask if Mrs. ]uha Ward Howe
had been: separated from her hisband is 4 type of a large class of good
people, who maght be alitle better. What they need to tone up their .
nervesand s ngthen the weak knees ;. . is a good dose of ‘pure
unadulter;ed,p ciple. They call themselves suffragists; but, with every
breath of adver opinion, their faith wavers... . . All they need is
h i of the nght and the justlce, not'the xpedtency of

woman suffrage : _

Suppose you try the methods of the mentaI scienice pe ople in tﬁis
matter! Gointo a qu;et room, sit down, cIose your eyes and repeat to
yourself; “Taxatlon without representation is tyranny.” Sav it over and
over till chie'idea is fully assimilated. Then, when some ohe tells you
that a woman out in Colorado sold her vote for a piece of_ chewmg—
gum, or that somé other woman does i not dari her husband’s stocking,
ot that Mary A. Livermore never made a loaf of bread i in her life, just
shut your eyes, ask yourself “What connection is theré between this
eternal truth and that petty bit of gossip?” If you have half as much
sense as you ought to have, you will be able to answer yourself, “None
whatever.”

If every woman suffragist in the land were divorced from her
husband, still “Taxation without representation is tyranny,” and
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Taxatzon w1thout representatton
ge is nght If all womanly loveliness were
embodied it the renon _'.and all womanly unloveliness in the -
womman suffraglst st11 ation: thhout representation is tyranny,”
and womar suffrage is right. The- eternal prmczpies of truth and justice
are to be our gu1des and 1 not the ﬂeetmg circumstances that seem to
confute these. prmaples

is ty‘ranny, and woman s

Lida Calvert Obenchain

Sousce: The Wonan's Jowrnal (Febuary 29, 1896)

4 s = e a2 2 @ e =

The Breckinridge Affair

lnterest'mgly, although Kentucky women did not have the right
to vote, they played a decisive role in ending U.3. Congressman
W.C.P. Breckinridge’s political career. In 1894, after a ten-year
relationship, Madeline Pollard sued Breckinridge for a breach of
promise of marriage in a Washington, D.C. trial that captured the
nation’s attention. It ended with a $15,000 judgment for Pollard.
A few weeks later, Breckinridge announced his candidacy for a
sixth consecutive term in Congress. Women around the country
protested his decision. When Breckinridge returned to the com-
monwealth to campaign, anti-Breckinridge rallies greeted him.

In the months of primary electioneering, incidents multiplied.
One wife warned her hushand that she would poison herself if he
attended a Breckinridge speech. He did and she did. Bluegrass
suitors found their romances ended for political reasons. When
wearing Breckinridge buttons, they were snubbed on the streets

upon ending the political career of “Old Billy” Breckinridge. At
Stamping Ground, an enthusiastic Breckinridge crowd escorted
their favorite to the stage while the band played, “The Girl I Left
Behind Me.” When the congressman lost his bid for reelection
on September 15, the Courier-Journal concluded, “The Women
Defeated Mr. Breckinridge,” adding, “There can be no doubt
about thar.”

191

and. tutned- away-at-front-doors-by-determined wWomen: atent -



192 - OUR KENTUCKY

Late Nineteenth-Century Statutory
Reforms

G radually, Kentucky adopted women’s legal rights legislation. In
1894, the state passed a married women'’s property bill and a law
permitting married women to make wills. Two years later, women
secured the right to sit on the board of directors of the state reform

for women’s wards in hospitals for the insare. Women gained the
right to their own earningsin 1900. Ten years later, the legislature
raised the age of consent—the age at which a girl might marry-
from twelve to sixteen. And, in 1910, Kentucky passed a co-
N guardianship law, which recognized a mother’s claim ro her own

chddren

- - . - « e 2 . - e s e s

A Woman s nght to Her Property

husband and w__ e shal[ not be vahd as o thlrd persons, unless the same
be in Wntmg, and acknovﬁ S ged and: recorded as chactel mortgages are

any such wntmg haiilnot make valid aﬁy such gift transfer or assmgn— ‘
ment whlch is ﬁ:audulent or vmdable as to creditors or purchasers.

; Apﬁ’roved'Méfch 15, 1894

Source: Kentucky Acts (1894), 177.

school for girls, and, in 1898, women physicians were permitred..;. -
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Yert the listing of these victories gives no indication of the
years of futile speechmaking, letter writing, and petitioning that
accompanied each reform effort. In 1890, for example, the KERA
got 9,000 names on a petition asking for property rights for
married women, with a Hickman suffragist collecting 2,240 sig-
natures in the far western counties. The proposed measure, however,
failed. Likewise, while the Kentucky constitution was being re-
writtenin 1890-91, the KERA worked hard to incorporate changes
beneficial to women. Josephine K. Henry of Versailles made many
speeches across the commonwealth and wrote two hundred news-

women’s rights were ignored in the 1891 document.

[ronically, although women could not vote, they secured
public office. Between 1889 and 1897, thirty women were elected
to serve as county school superintendents, and, in 1896, when
Emma Guy Cromwell of Allen County became state librarian, she
was the first woman in the commonwealth elected to a srarewide
office. All of these officeholders were white women. Records do

Figure 12.2 Kentucky was
one of only four southern
states to adops the women’s
suffrage amendment to the
.S, Constinion
{University of Kenzucky,
Special Collecdions}.

paper-articles-on property rights and-thirty=ore onsuffrage. Bug
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Figure 12.3 Madeline
MeDowell Breckinridge of
Kentucky was a national leader
of the suffrage fight ( University
of Kentucky, Special
Collections).

not indicate that Afro-American women sought public office or
membership in KERA, giving credence to the theory that the
women's suffrage movement in Kenrucky, like that of the nation
as a whole, was essentially a white, middle-class struggle. Despite
their lack of political office, Kenrucky’s Afro-American women
were not ignorant of political clout, and, in 1892, a statewide
delegation went to Frankfort to protest the separate coach law
segregating railroads. Furthermore, Afro-American women did
concern themselves with social reforms in the black community,
and they coritribured articles and essays on women’s rights to
several religious periodicals.

The Ballot

Laura Clay served as president of the
KERA from its founding until 1912.
She then chose Madeline “Madge”
McDowell Breckinridge, a well-know:.

Lexington reformer and the wife of the
Lexington Herald’s editor, as her succes-
sor. Breckinridge dated her interest in
women’s suffrage to 1908 when she, as
amember of the Federation of Women’s
Clubs, drafted a bill to restore school
suffrage to women, insisting that women
were needed to direct the education of
youth since men lacked interest in that
area. A clever debater, she reasoned
that although women could still be
elected to school boards even if they
could not vote, they were as likely to be
elected as they were to be struck by
lightning. Furthermore, since 1894, she
declared, “no woman has been struck by
lightning on the streets of Lexington”
and “no woman has been elected to the
School Board by masculine vortes.”
Breckinridge often deplored the facs
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that the women of Kentucky were classed “poetically with whis-
key and horses” but “politically with imbeciles and criminals.”

As president of the KERA, Breckinridge’s plans included
increased membership, a speakers’ bureau, suffrage marches, in-
formation tents at fairs, and monetary awards for college srudents
who wrote papers on equal rights for women. Beginning in 1913,
she made aspecial effort to send speakers to the teachers’ institutes
held annually in every county, and, as a result, Paducah and

Lawrenceburg formed exceptionally strong suffrage groups. In
1913, KERA membership grew from 1,779 to 4,272, and leagues
existed in sixty-one counties and twenty-one towns. A vear later,
members totaled 10,522, and organizations existed in 119 coun-
ties.

«  InJanuary 1914, supporters introduced a suffrage amendment
in both the House and the Senate. On January 15, Madeline
Breckinridge and Laura Clay became the first women to address
a joint session of the Kentucky legislature. Their subject was, of
course, suffrage, “the most important political question we are
confronted with today.” The Lexington Herald reporied thas rhe
arguments of the two suffragists needed no answer and that no
man could claim that the women of Kentucky were not equal to
the men in “intellect, in courage, and in a sense of dury.” Despite
these efforts, no bill resulted. Rumors abounded that the liquor
interest, fearing prohibition implications, had prevented its pas-
sage.

At their 1915 convention, suffragists voted to carry the fight
to the legislature again in 1916. They hosted representatives and
senators to an claborate luncheon at the Capitol Hotel, and
Breckinridge made another forceful speech on behalf of the ballot
for women. The suffrage measure passed the Senate, bur it was
never reported in the House. Pressure from Kentucky’s congress-
ional delegation, who opposed the measure, killed the bill Re-

~fusing to be-ignored; Breckinridge warned that-a suffrage bill

would be offered at every session unril it passed or until a federal
amendment came before the legislature.

No bill was introduced in the Kentucky General Assembly in
1918 because the National American Woman Suffrage Associa-
tion asked that all efforts be concentrated on the federal Susan
B. Anthony Amendment. The KERA abided by the wishes of the
national group although Breckinridge believed rhat the General
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Assembly would have approved the state amendment. Not all
Kentucky suffragists supported the federal route, however. Some
feared that allowing black women to vote would threaten white
supremacy in the state; others believed that a federal amendment
would violate states’ rights and would allow federal supervision
of state elections. Breckinridge supported the federal amendment.

Laura Clay, a states’ rightist, did not, and she resigned from the
KERA in 1919 and organized the Citizens Committee for a Stare
Suffrage Amendment. . [T

lthough she expressed regret over (Jlay s remgnanon

Breckinridge correctly predicted that Kentucky would ratify the
federal amendment. In conjunction with the Women's clubs, the
KERA held schools of civics and citizenship around the state to
prepare women to vote. On January 6, 1920, by a Senate vote of
30 to 8 and a House vote of 72 to 25, Kentucky ratified the
Nineteenth Amendment. A KERA delegation headed by Madge
Breckinridge and a group led by Laura Clay were present to
witness the ratification. For the first time in the state’s history,
a measure passed on the first day of the session. Before the end
of the session, the legislature also passed a bill granting womex

the right to vote in the November presidential election.

co-._o---..o--.oao---

The foilowmg revision of the song “My Old Kentucky Home” was composed
by woman’s nght.s leader Madeline McDowell Bfeckmndge in celebration of
Kentucky women, gaznmg the Ttg‘ht w vor,e

- The's sun shmes bnght o rny old Kentucky home
"Tis winter, the ladies are gay,
The cotn top’s gone, prohibition’s in the swing, _
The colonel’s in eclipse and the women in the ring.
We'll get all ourrights thh the help of Uncle’ Sam
For the way that they'come, we don’t givea .
Weep o more; iy lady; Oh; weep no more today,
For we'll vote one vote for the old Kentucky home,
The old Kentucky home, far away.

Source: Sophonisba Preston Breckinridge. Madeline McDowell Breckinridge: A Leader in
the New South. Chicago, 1921.

- . - 4+ 4 A . .
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Women and Urban Reform

Closely allied with the suffrage movement were other nine-
teenth- and twentieth-century reform efforts in Kentucky. The
questions of remperance, feminine education, settlement house
activities for the urban poor, education and health care for the
tural poor, maternal and child care for all Kentuckians, and the
continued quest for equal rights for women consumed the energies
of many reformers in the commonwealth. They combined their
suffragists’ interests with other reforms until the ballot was se-
cured, and then they used their wisdom and energy to achieve
further goals.

The Kentucky WCTU recognized that only through the
" ballot could the aleohol problem be effectively challenged. While
the alliance brought the opposition of the wealthy liquor industry
to suffrage, it was a necessary coalition. Although the temperance
workers were often the object of jokes, they tried to solve real
problems. Heavy drinking and violence were commonplace, and
women and children were at the mercy of drunken husbands and
fathers. A family could starve while Kentucky law allowed a man
to-drink up his own income as well as that of his wife. The
Kentucky temperance solution was really one of prohibition, to
stop rhe sale and use of alcohol, and women campaigned long and
hard for this goal. Temperance workers in almost every town in
the state staged parades that included small children, carried

placards denouncing the evils of drink, and sang hymns like
“Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

Although the WCTU shared the goals of Carry Nation, the
country’s most colorful temperance worker and anative Kentuckian,
she often embarrassed the organization with her excesses. Calling
her activities “hatchetations,” she smashed up saloons all over the

Midwest. In July 1904, she was almost killed in an altercation with

asaloonkeeper in the Kentucky “bad rum” city of Elizabethtown.
She also edited her own publications, The Hatchet and The
Smasher’s Mail, which often contained letters from Kentuckians
begging her to come home again to try a new alcoholic drink, the
Carry Nation Cockrail. These letters and others she published in
a colurn titled “Letters from Hell.” Nation’s views were shared
by thousands who rejoiced ar the passage of the Eighteenth
Amendment in 1920.
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Many of the reform movements were closely tied to the desire
for higher education for women. The KERA had advocated higher
education for women along with the ballor, and, in 1900, the
WCTU engineered an appropriation for women’s residence halls
at the University of Kentucky. Transylvania opened its doors to
coeducation in 1889, but women roomed in town and had their
own separate dining room. Berea, founded in 1855, admitred
women from its start, and in 1892 Georgetown College and
Kentucky Wesleyan decided to admit women. The normal (reacher
training) schools in western and eastern Kentucky admirted -
women from their inception. In 1884, the Southern Normal
School and Business College in Bowling Green boasted of more
than two hundred women students, and in 1889 the Scientific
Course’s graduating class of sixteen included four females, They
and theix. male counterparts had mastered a curriculum that
included chemistry, physics, geology, botany, trigonometry, and
calculus.

Not surprisingly, college women tended to question the legal
and social restrictions placed upon women’s lives more often than
did uneducated women. They also tended to organize themselve
both as volunteers and as paid employees, to remedy society’s ills.
By the early 1900s social service organizations included the Home
of Friendless Women, the Flower Mission, the Free Kindergarten
Association, the Nugent Improvement Club, the Loyalty Charity
Club, the Federation of Women’s Clubs, the Association of
Colored Women, the Young Women’s Christian Association,
and the WCTU. Modeled after Jane Addams’s Hull House in
Chicago, Cabbage Patch and Neighborhood and Plymouth
settlement houses also provided aid for Louisville’s urban poor. So
many of the city’s reforms fell under the direction of the Hill
family that a favorite doggerel asked, “Why is Louisville like
Rome?” The answer: “Well—because of its seven Hills! Mildred,
Wallace, Mary, Party, Archie, Jessica and ‘Ma-Ma.’”

Likewise, in Lexington, Madeline Breckinridge was the au-
thor of a number of civic reforms. She advocared more effective
regulation of child labor and school attendance laws, the building
of community centers, parks, and playgrounds, the establishment
of kindergartens and a juvenile court system, and the offering of
industrial training for the disadvantaged. Other reformers in
towns around the commonwealth carried out similar projects {~
residents.
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Women and Rural Reform

The reform activities also focused on the rural poor in the
Kenrucky mountains. Women reformers became concerned be-
cause people in eastern Kentucky lacked adequate housing, health
care, and education. At the request of the Kentucky Federation
of Women's Clubs, Katherine Pettit first visited Perry County in

1895; a few years later, she and May Stone founded the Hindman

and Pine Mountain settlement schools for eastern Kentucky
youth. Among the many women who were drawn to the moun-
tains were New Englanders Alice Lloyd and June Buchanan. With
volunteer help and donated money, they built some one hundred
elementary and secondary schools. In 1923, Lloyd founded Caney
Creek Junior College at Pippa Passes; roday the college is a four-
year institution bearing her name.

Also taking an interest in education was Cora Wilson Stewart
of Morehead. In 1901, she was elected superintendent of the
Rowan County schools; ten years larer, she became the first
woman president of the Kentucky
Education Association. Stewart’s most
famous contribution to Kentucky was
the Moonlight Schools, night classes
for adult illiterates. She wrote simple
texts for adults in a newspaper for-
mat; the lessons did not insult their
intelligence, and at the same time
they provided useful information. Her
program gained acceptance around
the state, and each county had a
moonlightschool program. Stewart’s
legacy lives on in the work of the

A number of reformers were in-
terested in medicine. In 1908, Linda
Neville began her work to eradicate
trachoma, an eye ailment thar if
untreated resulted in blindness. Estimating that the mountains
contained about 33,000 cases of trachoma, she set up annual
clinics staffed with medical personnel to provide treatments.
Then she rode a mule around the area, urging parents ro bring the

Figure 12.4 Cora Wilson
Szewart set up “moonligh
schools™ for adults who
desived further education
(University of Kentucky,

Special Collections) .
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Figure 12.5 Traveling on
horseback in rural eastern
Kentucky, the Frontier
Nusing Service, founded by
Mary Breclkinridge, provided
health and maternal care
(University of Kentucky,
Special Collections).

entire family for eye examinations. Called the Angel
of Blindness, she solicited contributions, wrote
informational brochures, and opened her home to
patients who sought eye treatment in Lexington. In
less than a decade, clinics were held around the
state.

Using many of the same tactics as her friend
Linda Neville, Mary Breckinridge, a cousin of the

Service to provide maternal and infant health care
in Lesliec County in 1925. Dependent upon external
contributions and local support, the nursing service
soon expanded into a family-centered health care
organization that still operates today. By 1990, “Ms.
Breckinridge’s nurses” had served over 91,500 pa-
rients and delivered 22,816 babies, with a loss of
only eleven mothers in childbirth. There have been
no maternal deaths since 1952. Breckinridge’s idea of the family
nurse practitioner was a concept ahead of its time but one that
the medical profession reluctantly has accepted.

Recent Reforms

Neville’s and Breckinridge's reforming activities have found
contemporary echoes in the work of the Mountain Maternal
Health League, the Louisville and Lexington Urban Leagues, and
the maternal and child health services of the state Human Re-
sources Cabinet. The state’s war on poverty in Appalachia rests
in part with women like Peggy Kemner in Knox County and Eula
Hall in Floyd County. Arriving on Stinking Creek in 1958,
Kemner, a nurse-midwife, and Irma Gall, a teacher, established
a small clinic and learning center in a mountain hollow. Called
the Lend-A-Hand Center, the modern settlement house organi-
zation provides clinical diagnosis and home health care to some
sixty families in the area. Eula Hall, another activist and a
community action advocate, founded Mud Creek Clinic to provide
better health care for the indigent, and she picketed the local
school board to obtain free and reduced-price lunches for deserv-

Lexington Breckinridges, began the Frontier Nursing .
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ing children. Her efforts in the Floyd County Save Our Kentucky
organization exerted enough pressure to stop strip miners from
mining hillsides above area homes.

Studen: Essay

No L_engér Catching th;e;"_Bafi;y

It is often said that the future relies upon the children of today. For eastern
Kentucky’s chlidren to fulfill this saying, they must be borm and live in healthy
conditions. Mary Breckmrldge (Febmaty 17, 1881-May 16, 1965) believed in the
mountain people of Kentucky'arid in improving their living conditions; these beliefs
led to her organizing the Frontier Nursing Service.
Mary Breckinridge came from a family of statesmen; she traveled as a child and
- was well-educated. 'As a young woman, she was widowed, and hér second marriage
ended after the death of her two children. Her son, Breckie, had once said that he
wished that he could fly; she later wrote, “It is because that I wanted other children
to feel that they couid ﬂy—as weli as fall—that we have the Frontler Nursmg
Service today.”
When Mary Breckmrldge went into the remote areas of Leslie, Perry, and Clay
ky 'she met w;th unsamtary bxrr.hmg conditlons It wasn't

that “if the. fathe § come for lthe:nurse, che nurse will get to the mother »The
Keritucky Committee for Mothers and Babies, formed May 28,1925, was renamec’i
:.-.;Frontler Nursmg Servicein’ 28 and provided a great service o the mountains. It
“introduced-and. prowded be ter héalth care and better hvmg for young and old in
-eastermn Kentucky : S

Gail Hases.
Tyner, Kent_u_;cky

Over the past two hundred years, Kentucky women have
achieved many reforms in the face of overwhelming odds. A
number of the commonwealth’s female activists, often wearing
yellow ribbons, have been in the forefront of the nation’s women's
movement in their quest for women's rights. Two indications
of success were the elections of Georgia M. Powers and
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Martha Layne Collins to major public offices. In 196 7, Powers was
the first female Afro-American to be elected to the state Senate,
and in 1983, Collins became governor of Kentucky. Providing
strong role models, Kentucky women have contributed, and
continue to contribute, to the survival of the stare and irs insti-
tutions. A 1920s Kentucky author may have said it best in
homespun poetry when she wrore,

They talk about a woman’s sphere

As though it had a limit. . ... .
There’s not a place in heaven or earth
There’s not a life nor death nor birth,
That has a feather’s weight of worth
Without a woman in it.

L . « . - & o« - - . a P L)

Summary

From statehood ro the present, outstanding people have lived ir

Kentucky, and none are more outstanding than the women
reformers. During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries feminine
reformers such as Laura Clay, Lida Calvert Ohenchain, Linda
Neville, Cora Wilson Stewart, Mary Breckinridge, and Madeline
McDowell Breckinridge devored their lives to improving the
status of the state’s powerless who numbered half of the popula-
tion. These reformers worked for suffrage and other statutory
reforms, temperance, and various humanirarian causes. Today
Kentucky women are still faced with problems resulting from their
ambiguous status as the commonwealth moves into the twenty-
first century. Thus the struggle and the work of women reformers
go on. '



CHAPTER 13

-----------------

From War’s End to
the Great Depression,
" 1865-1930

Melba Porter Hay

o

R

Kentucky emerged from the Civil War in virtual
ruin. Although the state had remained in the Union, marrial law
(law administered by military forces) continued in effect until
October 12, 1865—six months after the war had ended. Many felt
Kenrucky was treated as if it had seceded. As a result of real and
imagined abuses of federal power, public attitudes in the com-
monwealth turned increasingly prosouthern. The state moved
quickly to restore civil rights to ex-Confederates and their
sympathizers. Governor Thomas E. Bramlette, who had been
elected in 1863 as a Union Democrat, issued pardons to those who
had been convicted of treason for acts of war.

Postwar Readjustment

During the readjustment period following the war, Ke ntucky had
to deal with the questions of educarion, civil rights, and suffrage
for blacks. In 1866, the legislature passed a code of basic civil
rights for the freedmen as well as a bill for black educarion.
Partially as a result of charges of racial violence, the Freedmen’s
Bureau, which was created by the federal government to assist the
ex-slaves in the former Confederate states, was extended to
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Kentucky. Many people resented the bureau because they felt it
engaged in partisan political activities; others praised the work it
did for black rights.

By 1867, former Confederates had gained control of the
Democratic party. Their success has often been attributed to
Kentucky's conservatism, to the sympathy many Kentuckians felr
for their defeated southern friends, and to bitterness over the way
the state was treated by the federal government during and
immediately after the war. In fact, it has been said thatKenrtucky
seceded from the Union after the Civil War. o

More recently, however, some historians have placed a dif-
ferent interpretation on these events. They contend that a power
vacuum existed in Kentucky following the war and that power
groups formed along rival trade, commercial, social, and agricul-
tural lines—Louisville versus Lexington, hemp farmers versus
dark tobacco growers, the Louisville & Nashville Railroad (L &
N) versus the Cincinnati Southern. These power blocs sought to
control state government, and they often succeeded. Politics
became a game, with the ins opposing the outs as they both
scrambled for the spoils of office rather than trying to promote thy
public gocd. Since the Republican party was very weak, the
conflicts were frequently between factions in the Democratic
party. Only when this factionalism became pronounced did Re-
publicans have a chance to win elections.

Railroad Rivalry

Lo the 1867 Democratic convention, ex-Confederates dominated
the action, nominating John L. Helm for governor and John W.
Stevenson for lieutenant governor. Union Democrats, led by
Governor Bramlette, revolted because they felt that Unionists
were being excluded from party leadership. They briefly formed
a Conservative party and ran a candidate for governor. Helm, who
had become ill during the campaign, won the election, took the
oath from his bed, and died five days later. Lieutenant Governor
Stevenson then became governor.

Throughout Stevenson’s term as governor, the state was
ravaged by mob violence, vigilante action, and racial unrest
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More than once he sentstate militia out to restore order. The 1869
legislature appropriated additional funds for reform schools and
asylums and provided for a bond issue for internal improvements,
Some additional money was also appropriated for the public
schools. In 1871, Stevenson resigned after being elected to the
U.S. Senate.
One of the most controversial political issues of this period was
a proposal to build the Cincinnati Southern Railroad, which
would open up trade from Cincinnati through central and eastern
Kentucky to the South but would rival the trade route of the L
& N Railroad. A state charter was needed from the legislature in
order to proceed with construction. The L & N’s powerful lobby
twice defeated the proposal when it came before the Kentucky
~legislature. In 1871, a bill to provide a charter for the railroad was
introduced in the U.S. Congress. Central Kentuckians warmly
supported the congressional bill, but the Kentucky legislature
urged the state’s senators to vote against it on the grounds that
it was an invasion of states’ rights. Faced with the threat of federal
action, the General Assembly in 1872 finally granted the state
charter. The Cincinnati Southern, which was completed in 1880,
ended the monopoly, although the L & N continued to be a
powerful force in state politics.

Democratic Party Factions

By the 1870s, two factions had begun to develop in the Demo-
cratic party. The conservatives, or “Bourbons,” controlled the
party machinery and the state convenrions. They were opposed
by the “New Departure” Democrats, whose leaders included ex-
Confederate Henry Watterson, editor of the Louisville Courier-

Journal, and W.C.P. Breckinridge, later a congressman from ...

Lexington. The New Departure Demacrats urged acceptance of
the Fourteenth Amendment {which made the ex-slaves citizens
of the United States and provided that the states could not
deprive any citizen of equal protection of the laws) and Fifteenth
Amendment (which gave former slaves the right to vote) and
sought to encourage the development of industry and natural
resources, to improve education, and to curb lawlessness.
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The 1871 gubernatorial election provided a test for the Demo-
cratic party factions. Preston H. Leslie had become acting gov-
ernor upon Stevenson’s resignation in 1871. Leslie, a Bourbon,
was then nominated for governor by the Democratic state con-
vention, while John G. Carlisle, a New Departure Democrat, was
nominated for lieutenant governor. The Republicans nominated
the brilliant, six-foot-three-inch John Marshall Harlar. Harlan
argued vigorously for an income tax, and for a rax equalization
fund to assist education in poorer areas, and he denounced the.
racism of the Democrats. Although Harlan was the superior
campaigner and won nearly twice as many votes as any Repub-
lican had ever before received in Kentucky, he was unable to
overcome resentment against the Republican national adminis-
tration.

Once elected, Leslie increasingly turned his administration
toward New Departure programs. A bill allowing blacks to testify

~ against whites in court cases passed, as did a bill creating the

Kentucky Geological Survey. In the midst of his term, the Panic
of 1873 occurred, causing a collapse in tobacco prices and land
values. This led to a wave of rural discontent that was increas
by the hard-money, gold-standard monetary policy of the federal
government in which the value of currency remained high be-
cause it was backed by gold bullion. Farmers began to join a
national movement called the Grange, which started as a social
organization but scon became involved in political and economic
reforms. In Kentucky, the Grange exerted influence in the
Democratic party, and a number of legislators were elected who
were sympathetic to the farmers’ demand for cheap, or inflated,
money. The Republican party remained solidly in favor of the gold
standard.

Presidential Politics

Kentuckians played a significant role in the presidential election
ot 1876. Atthe 1876 Republican National Convention, Rutherford
B. Hayes won the presidential nomination after John Marshall
Harfan swung the Kentucky delegation to him. By this action,
Harlan obtained Hayes's gratitude and, in 1877, was appointed F
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the new president to a position on the U.S. Supreme Court, where
he served for almost forty years. Meanwhile, Henry Watterson
served as temporary chairman of the Democraric National Con-
vention that nominated Samuel B. Tilden. Tilden carried Kentucky
and had a national popular majority, but the electoral votes of four
states—Oregon, Louisiana, South Carolina, and Florida—were
disputed, throwing the election in doubt. An electoral commission
was formed rto decide the disputed stares. Watterson, a newly
elected congressman, was named to the commission. He advocated
accepting the commission’s recommendation which gave the
disputed votes and the election to Hayes in exchange for the
withdrawal of federal troops from the South and the restoration
of home rule, that is, the return of self-government to the people
-of the southern states.

Problems of the Late
Nineteenth Century

Democrats continued to be successful on the state level from the
1870sto the early 1890s. They elected for governor James McCreary,
Dr. Luke Pryor Blackburn, J. Proctor Knott, Simon Bolivar Buckner,
and John Young Brown. Violence, particularly the bloody feuds
in the eastern part of the state, continued to be a problem
throughout the period. Most governors followed the tradition of
issuing pardons too freely, adding to the lawlessness. The state was
constantly in need of additional revenue to fund education,
provide decent prisons, and support adequate facilities for the
blind, deaf, and mentally ill. Perhaps the thing most needed was
tax reform. Although the property tax was the state’s main source
of income, there was no uniform system for evaluating property

for taxation. Much property was taxed at.a value much less.than . ..o

its actual worth, and corporations often escaped paying taxes
entirely. Consequently, the state never had sufficient revenue.

Governor Blackburn attempted to deal with the revenue
shortage by asking the legislature to increase taxes. Although
taxes were raised, there still was no provision for equal assessment
of property. Blackburn also embarked on a crusade to improve the
deplorable conditions at the Kentucky State Penitentiary at
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Frankfort. When the legislature delayed action because of the
cost, he began to issue pardons to decrease overcrowding. In 1884,
during Governor Knott’s administration, a board was finally
created to make certain that property was evaluated fairly, and the
legislature funded the building of abranch penitentiary at Eddyville.
That same year, a school law was passed that lengthened the
school year and made some improvements in education, primarily
in areas where local communities were willing to raise additional
funds. The state’s budget deficit was not relieved even with the
passage in 1886 of a new tax law that imposed the first taxes on
corporations. The problem became even worse when the legis-
lature later reduced the property tax rate. With the state’s coffers
empty, Governor Buckner loaned the commonwealth enough
money from his personal fortune to keep it going until tax money
was collected. Although most of the governors had good intentions,
they had little real power. Moreover, as one historian has said,
preventing additional taxes was a “magic phrase” in Kentucky
politics.

A New Constitution

A frequent topic of debate was the need to revise Kentucky’s 1850
constitution. After many attempts, a constitutional convention
was called to meet in Frankfort on September 8, 1890. Cassius M.
Clay, Jr., of Bourbon County, nephew of the famous emancipa-
tionist, Cassius M. Clay, presided at the convention. The con-
ventionsat for 226 days and produced a document of some seventy
pages. It was very specific, eliminating implied powers whenever
possible and attempting to legislate for future generations. It was
purposely made difficult to amend and was outdated by the time
it was ratified by the voters.

The new constitution did nothing to ease the economic or
social problems of Kentucky. The 1890s brought a resurgence of
hard times after some improvement during the previous decade.
As farm prices again dropped, it was inevitable that the suffering
farmers would become involved in political protest. In the late
1880s, they joined the Farmers’ Alliance, an organization that
became more politically active than the Grange had been. !
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1889, the Farmers’ Alliance in Kentucky adopted a platform
advocating the free coinage of silver at the ratio of sixteen ounces
of silver to one ounce of gold (in order to create inflation), the
popular election of U.S. senators, regulation of the railroads, a
low tariff, and a graduated income tax. Many of the alliance
members joined the Populist party when it was organized in 1890-
91. The revolt became so strong that it threatened the uneasy
coalition between the Bourbons and New Departure Democrats.
Thisfirstbecame evidentin 1887 when the L &N lobbyattempted - .
to get the legislature to abolish the Railroad Commission. The
foes of the L & N Railroad, led by state Senator William Goebel,
saved the commission by proving that the railroad lobby engaged
in bribery and other corrupt practices. In the 1890s, the Demo-

~Crats wete totn apart over monetary policy, with one group
favoring the gold standard while the other endorsed an inflation-
ary money stance based on increased dependence on silver.

Student Essay
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With the Democrats in disarray, Republicans in 1895 had
their first real chance for victory in the gubernatorial election.
They nominated their longtime leader William O. Bradley, who
advocated a number of progressive reforms such as improvements
in education, a stronger response to violence, and better treat-
ment for blacks. The Democrats nominated “silverite” P. War
(Parker Watkins) Hardin. Bradley received the votes of many so-
called gold Democrats, while the Populist candidate took many

traditionally Democratic votes from Hardin. Bradley’s victory
- gave the Republitans the governorship, and they also controlled

the House. On joint ballot, the two parties - were evenly divided.
Since senators were elected not by popular vote but by the
General Assembly at that time, this created a stalemate, prevent-
ing the election of a U.S. senator in 1896. However, the following
year, the Republicans were successful in electing their candidae.
Partisan spirit prevented passage of most of Bradley’s recommen-
dations.

The Democrats were still divided when they met in 1899 to
nominate acandidate for governor. In ariotous nine-day convention
in Louisville, they chose state Senator William Goebel on ¢
twenty-sixth ballot. The convention was marked by politica:
deals and failure to follow parliamentary procedure. This caused
a serious defection from the party by a group calling themselves
“Honest Election Democrats.” They held a separate convention
and nominated former governor John Young Brown. The Repub-
licans nominated William S. Taylor as their candidate.

The Goebel Assassination

Ohne of the major issues in the campaign was the controversial
Goebel Election Law that had been sponsored by the senator in
1898. It was designed to give the majority party in the legislature
control over disputed elections, and many felt it was intended to
put Goebel in the governorship. Goebel, the son of German
immigrants, had already made a reputation fighting for regulation
of the L & N Railroad, whose powerful lobby was a corrupting
influence in state government. The campaign was bitter, and
election day was marked by voter fraud. It appeared that Taylo-

i
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was elected by slightly fewer than 2,400
votes, and he was sworn in as governor on
December 12, 1899. The Democrats decided
to contest the election before the legislature.
A number of seats in the legislature were also
being contested, and large numbers of people,
many of whom were armed, gathered in
Frankfort as deliberations began. On January
30, 1900, Goebel was shot in the capitol
yard. Soon the legislative committee ruled
that Goebel had been elected governor and
his running-mate, J.C.W. Beckham, lieu-
tenant governor. Goebel was sworn in as
~governor butdied on February 3, and Beckham
was sworn in as his successor. Republicans
refused to recognize those actions as legal,
and, for a time, Kentucky had two rival
governments and the possibility of more
conflict. The courts eventually ruled in
Beckham’s favor, and Taylor fled to Indiana.
In death, the controversial Goebel became a martyr. He has
been described as a reformer who challenged corporate interests
on behalf of the people and as a political boss motivated solely
by a desire for power. His death aroused bitterness that lasted for
years. Both parties continued to be more interested in dividing the
spoils than in acting for the public interest, and Republicans could
win only when the Democratic party split.

The New Century

Beckham faced the task of restoring order in the state. He secured
repeal of the hated Goebel Election Law, approved creation of two
state colleges for teacher education {called normal schools), and
built a new state capitol. But he failed to deal with the lawlessness
resulting from feuds in eastern Kentucky and tobacco wars in the
west and central regions. The tobacco conflicts, also called the
Black Patch War, occurred when the tobacco trust reduced the

Figure 13.1 Governor and
Senator ].C.W. Beckham of
Bardstoun (Kentucky
Historical Sociery) .
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price they paid for tobacco. Farmers attempted to form coopera-
tives to bring all their crops together so they could negotiate as
aunitwith the trust. Some, however, used violence and intimidation
to try to force all farmers to participate in the cooperative.

The Progressive reform movement swept the country during
the early part of the twentieth century. Designed to curb the
power and corruption of large corporations, protect workers, and
return power to the people, the movement advocared antitrust
legislation, direct election of U.S. senators, workers’ compensa-
tion laws, a graduated income tax, and many other laws to protect
people from the effects of unchecked industrialization and urban-
ization. Some reformers also embraced such moral issues as prohibition
of the sale of liquor and the abolition of gambling.

Governor Beckham adopted the cause of prohibition, which
had many followers among fundamentalist religious groups in the
state. Together with Robert Worth Bingham, who had a reputation
as Louisville's clean government spokesman, Beckham and his
political strategist Percy Haly succeeded in getting a law through
the legislature in 1906, allowing each county to décide whether
to allow liquor sales (to be “wet”) or to restrict them (ro be “dr-
After that so-called county-unit law, the prohibitionists then
turned their focus toward statewide prohibition. This injected an
issue into politics that proved as divisive for the Democratic party
as free silver had been a decade before. An anti-Beckham faction
came together, led by Henry Watterson and made up of reform-
minded farmers, distillers, and the Louisville Democratic machine.
Both wet and dry factions were comprised of such a mixture of
ideas and conflicting interest groups that it is little wonder that
Kentucky did not sustain an effective Progressive reform move-

" ment.

In 1907, Harvard-educated Republican Augustus E. Willson,
a Louisville atrorney, was able to win the governorship by taking
advantage of the Democratic split on prohibition and the failure
to deal with the tobacco wars. He used the militia to restore order
and vigorously prosecuted those who were charged with crimes in
the tobacco wars. Although he did nothing to assist the economic
problems of the troubled farmers, he did succeed in quelling the
disturbance.
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Three Progressive Governors

From 1911 1o 1919, Kentuckians elected three fairly progressive
governors. Democrat James B. McCreary, who had first served as
governor in 1875, won his second bid and established a solid
record of reform in contrast to the conservatism of his first
administrarion. He appointed a tax commission to study the
~ state’s outdated rax system and ordered the reassessment of cor-
‘porate property. The legislature passed a bill that allowed vorers
to select candidates in a primary, a stronger compulsory school
attendance law, and a law allowing women to vote in school
elections. The bill also creared a commission to select textbooks,
a state highway department, and a department of state banking.

Democrat Augustus Owsley Stanley, a six-term congressman
and Kentucky’s outstanding Progressive orator, followed McCreary.
Stanley had acquired national recegnition in Congress by fighting
the U.S. Steel and American Tobacco Company trusts. His
opponent was Edwin P. Morrow, nephew of William O. Bradley.
Both men were excellent scump orators, and
they were personal friends. Their debates pro-
duced one of the most colorful campaigns in the
state’s history. The two called for similar re-
forms, but Morrow advocated a “general house-
cleaning” in Frankfort and emphasized his long-
time supportof the county-unit law, which Stanley
had only recently embraced in preference to
statewide prohibition. On one occasion, Stanley
hadallegedly been eating and drinking too much.
As Morrow was speaking in the hot sun, Stanley
was overcome and ran to the back of the plat-
form and vomited. He then calmly turned around
~andapologized tothe audience;saying thathearing -
Ed Morrow speak always made him sick to his
stomach! Stanley emerged with a 471-vote plu-
raliry, the closest gubernatorial vote in Kentucky's
history.

Stanley was able to obtain passage of nearly
all aspects of his program—an antitrust law, a workman's com-
pensarion law, a corrupt practices act governing elections, an

Hgure 13.2 Governor and
Senator Augustus Qusley
Stanley of Henderson
(Kentucky Historical Society).
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antilobby law limiting the activities of lobbyists, an antipass act
prohibiting railroads from giving free passes to government officials,
and a series of tax reform bills. The legislature also approved the
Eighteenth Amendment (national prohibition). Stanley was elected
to the U'S. Senate and resigned from the governorship in May
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Letters from a President

Isom’s support made possible passage of the-woman
tier he was attempting io ensure that.
dd vote for the ametidment.

THE™WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

30 August, 1918,

My dear Goverzor:

Will you pardon & suggestion sbout Senstor Jemes*
guccesgor? The matter of women suffrage is aritieally
importent just now, and I am going to mske bold to suggest
thet it would be of great advantage to the party and tc the
country if his sucosssor entertained views favorsbls to the
pending constitutionel amendment.

Pardon me If I am tsking too great & liberty. I em
writing this because I kmow how marlous the conseguences
of a reajectlon may ba.

With wermest personal greetings,

Cordislly snd dlncerely yours,

2

P

Bon, Augustus 0. Stanley,
Governor of Kentuoky,

Frankfort, Kentuoky.
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Dwringi World War I the Kemacky:lggfislature passedabzll prokhibiting the
teaching of German in.the public schools, but Govemor A-Q. Stanley
vetoed it e RS o

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

10 October, 1918,

Iy deer Mr. Lafoon:

I answer your letter of Qctober 7th with real plescure,
Governor Stanley did seek the advice of the Buresu of Educatiom
before vetolng the bill prchibiting the tegching of the Germgn
Langupge in the public achoole of Kentudky, and did, in my Judgment,
ast entirely with & view to the general eduoational interests, and
cartainly should nof be considered g& having in that matter besn
guilty of the lesst touch of disloyalty of any kind. I have entire
confidence in Governor Stanley and should be sorry to see any mis-

understanding srigse ss to hls motives in this or any other maiter.

Cordially and eincerely yours,

Pioonr

Hon. Polk Lafoom,
Kenfon Cownty Wational Dafence,

Covington, Esnfuaky.

Source: University of Kentucky, Special Collections.
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1919. Lieutenant Governor James Black became governor and
served the remaining seven months of Stanley’s term. Faced with
allegations of extravagance, corruption, and poor appointments

made by his predecessor, Black was swamped in the gubernatorial
election by Edwin P. Morrow.
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The era of limited Progressive reform in Kentucky reached its
high point and then came to an end during the Morrow admin-
istration. Enacted were a number of laws to improve public and
higher education and to remove charitable and penal institu-
tions and the judiciary from politics. The Nineteenth Amend-
ment (woman suffrage) was also rarified. Morrow established
stiffer rules for granting pardons and received national recogni-
tion for his opposition to lynching.

The Gambling Issue

The only reform to gain steam in the 1920s was the antigambling
movement. It had the supporr of the Louisville Churchmen’s
Federation, a coalition of Protestant ministers and laymen, and
was adopted by Alben Barkley in the 1923 Democratic guberna-
torial primary. In his campaign against J. Campbell Cantrill,
Barkley rargeted the Kentucky Jockey Club, which had beer
formed in 1918 and owned all the major horse racing tracks in
state. Formed by wealthy Louisville and Bluegrass investors and
headed by Johnson N. Camden, the club held a state-sanctioned
monopoly on pari-mutuel gambling, in which the odds are set by
the amount of money bet. Camden also headed the Kentucky
racing commission, which controlled the tracks and set racing
dates. The potential for corruption was great and the chance for
regulation slim. Moreover, Barkley charged that Democrats and
Republicans had formed a “bipartisan combine” composed of
gambling, coal, textbook, whiskey, and other interests, which
acted together to pervert the political process. Barkley lost the
primary. Cantrill, however, died before the election, and a small
group of party leaders chose Congressman William J. Fields as the
new Democratic candidate. He won the governorship but was
unable to unite his party.

J.C.W. Beckham seized the gambling issue in his 1927 bid for
the governorship. Presenting himself as the reform candidate, he
charged that the Jockey Club and the coal companies had a large
slush fund with which to buy the primary for his opponent. He
overwhelmed his opponent in the primary, but old-guard Demo-
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cratsendorsed the Republican nominee, Flem ID. Sampson. Beckham
was the only Democrat on the state ticket to be defeated.
Sampson, who had been a judge on the Kentucky Court of
Appeals, entered the governorship with a weak political base and
a Democratic legislature. His most controversial acts were a
proposal to build a hydroelectric plant at Cumberland Falls and
his rejection of a gift from the DuPont family to buy the falls and
convert the area to a park. When he vetoed the bill to accept

. the DuPont gift, it was passed over his veto. The legislarure

ultimately stripped Sampson of much of his statutory authority
through so-called ripper bills.

Toward the Great Depression

As 1930 drew to a close, Kentucky was sinking ever deeper into
the Great Depression, and state government was in disarray.
Kentucky politics, with its conflicting interest groups, had pre-
vented true reform on thesstate level. Even such so-called Progressives
as Stanley never really escaped the corrupting influence of special
interests. By the 1920s, the automobile and the demand for roads
were changing the state forever. Access to isolated areas became
easier, and the old provincialism began slowly to break down.
More significant was the vast increase in patronage created by the
need for construction and maintenance of roads. This greatly
increased the influence of state government since the highway
commission could command political contributions from the
counties and could control the legislature by offering jobs. Cer-
tainly, things had changed little since James H. Mulligan had
stated in his poem “In Kentucky” that

Orators are the grandest
in Kenrtucky;

Officials are the blandest
in Kentucky

And politics—rthe damnedest
in Kentucky.
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Summary

Kentuckians faced many challenges at the end of the Civil War—.
building the state’s shartered economy, adjusting to the end
of slavery, providing ex-slaves with basic civil rights, creating a
new system of public education for both blacks and whites, and
restoring law and order. For the most part, the state’s politicians

- seemed unable or unwilling to meet these challenges. The economy’

continued to be depressed, while special interest groups such as
the L & N Railroad and later the coal interests and the Jockey
Club frequently controlled government for their own benefit. In
addition, Kentuckians’ devorion to low taxes prevented the es-
tablishment of an adequate system of public education or suffi-
cient charitable and penal institutions. The new state consstitution,
written and adopted in 1890-91, did not improve matters; rather,
it immediately became a burden from which the commonwealth
seemingly could not escape. Although blacks were allowed to
vote, they continued to suffer discrimination and were often t]
victims of violence. Much of the state continued to be wrackew
by lawlessness. Bloody feuds in eastern Kentucky at the end of the
century and the assassination of William Goebelin 1900 illustrate
the magnitude of this problem.

By 1908 there was a stronger effort by the state to stop mob
violence, vigilante action, and the tobacco wars. Progressive
reformers in the twentieth century were able to achieve some
needed changes such as compulsory school attendance laws, a
more equal system of property taxation, some regulation of cor-
porations; and a system of normal schools for teacher training.
Reformers themselves, however, were often sidetracked by such
issues as liquor prohibition and gambling. Democrars continued
to control state government most of the time, with Republicans
winning elections only when the Democrats split into factions.
Because of conflicting interest groups, attachment to tradition,
and a restrictive state constitution, neither party was able ro
provide the sustained leadership needed to meet the challenges
of modernization and economic development.



CHAPTER 14

Literature

Wade Hall

Kentuckians can be proud of their rich literarure.
Such talented writers as James Lane Allen, John Fox, Jr., Elizabeth
Madox Roberts, Robert Penn Warren, Janice Holt Giles, Jesse
Stuart, James Still, Wendell Berry, and Bobbie Ann Mason have
given Kentuckyan important place on the American literary map.
It is a literature that has been more than rwo hundred years in the
making. Earlier Kentuckians, however, were too busy taking care
of their basic needs for food, clothing, and shelter to have much
time for making literature. They read newspapers, political and
religious pamphlets and books, the Bible, the almanac—plus a few
poems and novels. Occasionally, they might see a play performed.
But most of their own creative literary efforts took the oral forms
of folk tales, songs, and riddles.

Literary Resources

............ The ]ObOfCl‘eatmgSucherttenhteraryformsaqpoems,plays, e e e e

novels, and short stories was left to later generations. After the
land was cleared and settled, there would be more time for such
enrichment activities as literature and the other arts. With the
coming of starehood in 1792, Kentuckians became increasingly
aware of the resources available for writing good literature. By
that time, there had been created a large reservoir of history and
culture that could be drawn upon for settings and subjects. The
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adventures of pioneers like Daniel Boone, Simon Kenton, and
George Rogers Clark, as well as the experiences of ordinary
people, provided a fertile heritage and a challenge that writers
have heeded down to the present. In fact, recent writers like
Janice Holt Giles, Elizabeth Madox Roberts, and Harriette Simpson
Arnow have written fiction about the pioneer period. In 1990,
Louisville novelist Betty Layman Receveur published Oh, Ken-
tucky!, an epic of the early settlement of Kentucky centered on
Fort Boonesborough.

YA Kentucky's history'tiﬁﬁj"l:c'l-éa, writers Werebegmmngto |

discover the incredible variety within the boundaries of their
state. There were geographical differences, ethnic distinctions,
and cultural diversity. Furthermore, it was becoming apparent
that Kentucky's location as a border state, sharing traits with both
the North and the South, the Fast and the West, added to its
uniqueness. Finally, the fact thar Kentucky was the first state
created out of the trans-Appalachian wilderness gave the state
special significance in the westward movement of the nation. All
these subjects—and more—provided writers with an abundance
of marterial.

Early Writers

Few writers rose to meet the challenge of these literary resources,
however, until after the Civil War. It is true that many people
filled blank pages with essays, biographical sketches, sermons—
even some stories and poems. But most of such efforts were by
lawyers, doctors, journalists, and ministers who considered liter-
ature a leisure-time activity and not a serious vocation. Conse-
quently, most of their writing was imitative and trite. There were,
however, some minor exceptions, and Danville has the distinc-
tion of being home to two of the state’s first serious poets. Thomas
Johnson, Jr., published the first book of poems in Kentucky, The
Kentucky Miscellany, in Lexington in 1796. It contained a poem
called “Kentucky,” with these surprising lines: “I hate Kentucky,
curse the place, / And all her vile and miscreant race.” Needless
to say, Johnson was not a popular poet in his own state! The
second Danville poet was Theodore O'Hara, a soldier and lawyer
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who in 1847 wrote what was to become the nation’s best-known
military poem, “The Bivouac of the Dead.” Such lines as these may
be found inscribed in bronze in military cemeteries today: “On
Fame’s eternal camping ground / Their silent tenrs are spread, /
And Glory guards with solemn round / The bivouac of the dead.”

By midcentury, Louisville was home to one of the country’s
most popular female poets, Amelia B. Welby, whose shallow and
sentimental poems were national best-sellers. At the beginning

of the twentieth century, James Mulligan, a lawyer, editor, and.. ...

politician, wrote an often-quoted humorous poem, “In Kentucky,”
which exaggerates the virtues and the vices of the state, where,
he says, “taxes are the highest” but “the song birds are the
sweetest.”

The Civil War Period

One of the most popular and influential books in American
history had Kentucky connections. Although Harriet Beecher
Stowe (1811-1896) was never a resident of Kentucky, she visited
a number of Kentucky plantations in Mason, Boyle, and Garrard
counties while she was living with her family in Cincinnati during
the 1830s and 1840s and obtained sufficient background for the
setting and many of the characters in Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852).
This compelling story of the separation of the saintly slave from
his family and his sale to a Louisiana owner helped to galvanize
opposition to slavery and hastened the coming of the Civil War.
When the war finally came, it was presided over by two presidents
born in Kentucky—U.S. President Abraham Lincoln and Con-
federate President Jefferson Davis. Both men possessed consid-
erable literary talent. Lincoln’s public speeches are masterpieces

“of the oratorical art, and Davis's Rise and Fall of the Confederate ~

Government (1881}, is a well-crafred insider's view of the short-
lived Confederacy.

The period leading up to the Civil War also produced the
nation’s first black novelist, William Wells Brown (ca. 1814-
1884), who was born a slave in Fayette County but eventually
escaped to the North and became an accomplished writer and
lecturer for the abolitionist cause. Of his more than twelve
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books and pamphlets, his best known is Clotel; or, the President’s
Daughter (1853), a controversial novel about the rumors that
Thomas Jefferson had fathered daughters by his slave mistress.

Local Color

Figure 14.1 Kentucky's first
L great novelist, James Lane _Good fiction was heing written, in Kentucky by.the end of the
RS : ‘;‘;i"m?é’;gﬁ;mf Keftucky nineteenth century, when James Lane Allen (1849- 1925) and
John Fox, Jr., (1862-1919) began pub-
lishing “local color” stories and
sketches—that is, stories and sketches
that emphasized regional speech and
customs. Allen, a native of Fayerte
County, was probably the first Ken-
tucky author to make a living from his
writing. His first book was Flute and Violin
(1891), acollection of Kentucky stories
he had published in Harper’s, Adantic,
Century, and other national magazines.
Although he lived in New York City
after 1893, fourteen ofhis eighteen books
deal with Kentucky subjects. His best
novel is A Kentucky Cardinal (1894), a
romantic short novel set in the antebel -
lum Bluegrass that is not only a love
stoty but a study of the natural environ-
ment.

Fox was born in Bourbon County
near Paris, bur he spent considerable
time in the Kentucky mountains and gained a narional reputation
as an interpreter of mountain culture. His novels include The Little
Shepherd of Kingdom Come (1903), a story of the Civil War that
also contrasts the life of the mountains and the Bluegrass. A
similar subject is found in The Trail of the Lonesome Pine (1908),
which treats the love of an aristocratic Bluegrass engineer for an
uneducated mountain girl. Both Allen and Fox were immensely
popular and paved the way for other Kentucky authors to receive
national recognition.
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Turn-of-the-Century Writers

By the turn of the century, every section of the state was con-
tributing to the state’s literature. Boone County and northern
Kentucky were brought into the literary limelight by John Uri
Lloyd (1849-1936), whose local color stories and novels are set
mainly in the Florence area. In such novels as Stringtown on the

- Pike (1900) and Warwick of the Knobs ( 1901); Lloyd portrayed the -

dialect, characters, and customs of his corner of the state. Pewee
Valley in Oldham County was the home of Annie Fellows Johnston
(1863-1931), whe created one of the best-known characters in
American literature when in 1895 she published The Little Colonel,

~ a nostalgic novel that tells the delightful adventures of a little
Kentucky girl in the late nineteenth century. Another popular
character was created by Alice Hegan Rice of Louisville (1870-
1942) with the publication in 1901 of Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage
Patch, a sad but comic tale of a poor widow with a hormefid of
children with names like Asia, Australia, and Europena. The Liitle
Colonel and Mrs. Wiggs became even more widely known after
they were the subjects of successful motion pictures in the 1930s.
Kentucky was the birthplace of Joseph Altsheler (1862-1919),
who wrote some of the most popular boys’ stories in American
literature. Altsheler, who was born in Three Springs in Hart
County, wrote about poor boys who work hard and live virtuous
lives and achieve fame and fortune. Three of his novels—The Young
Trailers (1907), The Forest Runners (1909), and The Border Watch
(1912)—depict the adventures of two Kentucky boys and their
friends during frontier times. Kentucky's first widely known
black writer was Joseph Seamon Cotrer (1861-1949), who was
born in Nelson County but grew up in Louisville, where he
became an influential educator in the city's black schools.

reputation during his lifetime. Much of his work, including a play,
Caleb the Degenerate (1903}, was written to encourage better race
relations.

Another educator who was also an author was Lucy Furman
(1870-1958), a native of Henderson who wrore principally about
life in the eastern Kentucky mountains. Mothering on Perilous
(1913) and The Quare Women {1923) are two novels based on
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Figure 14.2 Popular
humarist and author Jrvin S,
Cobb of Paducah (University
of Kentucky, Special
Callections) .

herexperiencesas areacherat the Hindman
Settlement School in Knott County. Far
western Kentucky contributed one of the
most widely read short story writers of his
time, Paducah’s Irvin S. Cobb (1876-1944),
who wasalsoanovelist, an actor, a scriptwriter
in Hollywood, and an essayist. His stories
were featured in many of the mass-circu-
~lated magazines of the day, including the
Saturday Evening Post and CbSmopolffaﬁ.
Cobb’s best-known character is a genial
western Kentucky ex-Confederate soldier,
Judge Priest, who is the focus of several
dozen stories and of Back Home, a collecrion

published in 1912.

A Kentucky Renaissance

As we have seen, by the second decade of the twentieth century,
many Kentucky writers had gained national fame and respect.
During the next two decades, Kentucky was to play a leading role
in the rebirth of southern literature {called the Southern Renais-
sance). A pioneer in the literary flowering was Perryville-born
Elizabeth Madox Roberts (1881-1941), who lived most of her life
in Springfield and Washington County, which became the setting
of her major fiction and poetry. Her best novel is The Time of Man

- (1926), the story of Ellen Chesser, the daughter of farm laborers,

and her struggle to live a good life. Her poor parents move from
farm to farm doing seasonal work and living in tenant shacks: The
novel shows Ellen's heroic, desperate search for happiness and
reasonable comforts. She describes her modest dream in these
haunting words: “If [only had things to put in drawers and drawers
to put things in. That's all I'd ask for a time to come.” Against
the backdrop of the knobs and rolling fields of pasture, corn, and
tobacco land of central Kentucky, Roberts wrote a masterpiece
about the desire for human fulfillment. This “Kenrucky Odyssey,”
as she called it, is one of the most beautiful and moving novels
in American literature. Another of Roberts’s impressive work:
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of fiction is The Great Meadow {1930), a tribure to
her own pioneer ancestors as well as to all the early
Kentuckians who braved the dangers of the wilder-
ness to shape it to their needs.

Roberts was also an accomplished writer of
short stories and poems. In one of her most charm-
ing poems, “On the Hill,” she uses the voice of a
litele girl to describe her hometown of Springfield
from atop a nearby hill. Hefe are some lines from
the poem:

| saw the field where the big boys play,
And the roads that come from every way,

The courthouse place where the wagons stop,
And the bridge and the scales and the blacksmith shop. Figure 14.3 Highiy honored

The church steeple looked very rall and thin, novelist Flizaberh Madox
Roberts (University of

And | found the house that we live in. Kenuseley, Special Collections)

Todd County was the home of another major voice of the
period, Caroline Gordon (1895-1981), who used her own family
and the Kentucky and Tennessee border country in many of her
storiesand novels. Insuch novelsas Penhally (1931), Aleck Maury,
Sportsman (1934), and None Shall Look Back (1937), Gordon
attempted to show the advantages of a rural life over an urban,
industrial society. In 1924, she married fellow Kentuckian Allen
Tate (1899-1979) of Winchester, a poet and biographer of Stone-
wall Jackson and Jefferson Davis. Tate’s most famous poem is
“Ode to the Confederate Dead,” a celebration of all people who
die for a cause in which they believe.

Another writer who celebrated the rural life was Jesse Stuart
(1907-1984), whose books brought international attention to

eastern Kentucky and Greenup County, where he wasbornand .~

lived almost all his life. Stuart wrote more than fifty books of
poetry, fiction, biography, children’s stories, and essays about his
northeastern Kentucky hill country and its proud folk culture. He
gained instant fame in 1934 with the publication of Man with a
Bull-Tongue Plow, a collection of his country sonnets. Another
poetry collection, Kentucky Is My Land (1952), contains these
often-quoted lines: “Kentucky is neither southern, northern,
eastern or western, [ It is the core of America. [/ If these United
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States can be called a body, / Kentucky can be called its heart.”

One of Stuart’s best-selling novels is Taps for Private Tussie
(1943), the hilarious story of a soldier in World War I who is
mistakenly reported killed in action. Before Private Tussie shows
up alive, his family has already spent the insurance money they
received for his death. Stuart’s best-known novel, however, is The
Thread That Runs So True (1949), a salute to the teaching pro-

tession that he based on his own experiences as a teacher. Stuart

chose the book’s title from a game that Kentucky schioolchildien -

used to play at recess while singing this song:

The needle’s eye that does supply,
The thread that runs so true,
Many a beau, have I let go,
Because [ wanted you.

Many a dark and stormy night,
When [ went home with vou,

[ stumped my toe and down I go,
Because | wanted you.

From The Thread That Runs So True

When I walked down the broad center aisle and pulled on the bell
rope, the soft tones sounded over the tobacco, corn and cane fields and
the lush green valley; with the ringing of this bell, my school had
begun. | knew that not half the pupils in the school census were here.
There were 104 in the school census, of school age, for whom the state
sent per capita n_ioIney to pay for their schooling. [ had thirty-five
pupils. I thought the soft tones of this school bell through the rising
mists and over warm cultivared fields where parents and their children
were trying to eke out a bare subsistence from the soil might bring back
warm memories of happy school days. For I remembered the tones of
the Plum Grove school bell; and how 1 longed to be back in school
after | had quir at the age of nine to work for twenty-five cents a day o
help support my family. If I could have, I would have returned to
school when I heard the Plum Grove bell. So I rang the bell and called
the Lonesome Valley pupils back to school—back to books and play.
For going to school had never been work to me. It had been recreation.
And I hoped it would be the same for my pupils in Lonesome Valley.

Jesse Stuart

---------
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In 1954, at the age of forty-seven, Stuart suffered a near-fatal
heart attack. Beginning in January of 1955, he kept a journal of
his recovery, which he published the following year as Year of My
Rebirth, one of his most beautifully written and inspirational
books. In the book he records his love for all life—human and
animal—including a minnow he observed in a creek outside his
home that successfully escaped from a snake. At his death almost
thirty years later, Stuart, the son of a poor Kentucky farm family,
had become oné of America’s most beloved storyrellers and poets.
His daughter, Jane, born in 1942, has continued the Stuart literary

tradition as the author of poems, stories, and novels about her _

native hill country, including Yellowhawk (1973 ) and Passerman’s
Hollow (1974).

Some of Kentucky's finest writers, however, have not been
natives. James Still, for example, was born in 1906 in Lafayetre,
Alabama, but he has lived most of his adult life in Knott County,
in and around Hindman, the setting for most of his fiction and
poetry. Still has taken the speech and folk culrire of his adopted
region and transformed it into some of the best literature ever
written about mountain people. River of Earth (1940) is Still’s
eloquent and tragic novel that traces the harsh life of a poor coal
minert’s family as they move from one mine to another as work
becomes available. Still's poetry collections range from Hounds
on the Mountain (1937} to The Wolfpen Poems (1986). “Heritage,”
his best-known poem, describes the lure of the mountains that
have been his home since 1932:

I shall not leave these prisoning hills

Though they topple their barren heads to level earth

And the forests slide uprooted out of the sky.

Though the waters of Troublesome, of Trace Fork,

Of Sand Lick rise in a single body to glean the valleys,
 To drown lush pennyroyal, to uniravel rail fences;

Though the sun-ball breaks the ridges into dust

And burns its strength into the blistered rock

I cannot leave. | cannot go away.

Being of these hills, being one with the fox

Stealing into the shadows, one with the new-born foal,
The lumbering ox drawing green beech logs to mill,

One with the destined feet of man climbing and descending,
And one with death rising to bloom again, I cannot go.
Being of these hills, I cannot pass beyond.

227
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In Jack and the Wonder Beans (1977), Still places the familiar
tale of Jack and the beanstalk in an Appalachian setting and
makes it a delightful story for both children and adulrs. “Run for
the Elberras,” the title story for a collection published in 1980,
isacomic account of the problems two sixteen-year-old boys cause
an old rightwad while helping him bring a truckload of peaches
from South Carolina to Kentucky. Despite a relatively small
number of books written during a career spanning more than half
a century, James Still has become one of the -most important.
literary voices of the southern mountain people.

Arkansas-born Janice Holt Giles (1909-1983) is another writer
who became thoroughly acclimated to Kentucky and wrote most
of her fiction about her adopted state. She was working in
Louisville during World War II when she met Sergeant Henry
Giles on a bus near Bowling Green. After Giles returned to his
native Kentucky at the end of the war, they married and even-
tually moved to Henry’s home community near Knifley in Adair
County. It was here that she began to write fiction and nonfiction
about the life and history of the ridges and valleys of sourh centr *
Kentucky, including The Enduring Hills (1950), 40 Acres and N
Mude (1952), and The Land Beyond the Mountains (1958). One of
her miost successful novels is The Belicvers (1957), the story of
Rebecca Fowler and her family’s conversion to Shaker beliefs.
Another of her historical novels is The Kentuckians (1953),
written against the background of the settlement of Kentucky. In
the novel, a hunter tells of seeing the headwaters of the Green
River and the promise he made to return and settle there: “For
the first time in my life [ commenced to have a yearning for a piece
of land of my own, and it was this piece here [ wanted, with the
spring down there in the locust grove, and the meadow opening
out beyond it, the hills rising up all around closing it in, and the
river curting through the hills. | knew [ was coming back here
some day.” Indeed, here was fertile land for hunter, for farmer,
and for a writer like Janice Holt Giles.

French-born Thomas Merton (1916-1968) is Kentucky’s
most famous religious writer. In 1941, he enrered the Trappist
monastery at Gethsemani near Bardstown, where he wrote
poems, religious prose, and biographies that earned him a
worldwide reputation. The Seven-Storey Mountain (1948) is the
story of his religious conversion and decision to become
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Trappist monk. In a number of his autobiographical works, such
as The Sign of Jonas (1949), and in many of his poems, he wrote
perceptively about his adopred state. “The Guns of Fort Knox,”
for example, is a satire on the nearby military reservation. In 1968,
he was accidentally electrocuted when he touched an exposed
wire of an electric fan while artending a religious conference in

Bangkok, Thailand.
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From The Sign of Jonas

The life is'physically hard, but the compensation for this hardship is
interior peace. In any case, one soon becomes’ used to the ha:dshlps
and finds that they are not so hard after all. Seven hours of sleep are
'normaily enough The monks’ diet is extremely plain, but i is ordmanly
enough to keep 4 man healthy for long years, and monks tradttxonaily.
che of old age One soon gets used to sleepmg or straw and b :

Thomas Merton
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Another importantfigure in the Kentucky literary renaissance
is Harriette Simpson Arnow (1908-1986), a native of Wayne
County. She attended Berea College and the University of Lou-
isville, taught in the public schools of Pulaski County, and
published her first novel, Mountain Path,in 1936. Her othernovels
are Hunter's Horn (1949), The Weedkiller’s Daughter (1970), The
Kenwucky Trace (1974), and The Dollmaker (1954), which was based

project during World War I1. The tirle character, Gertie Nevels,
isone of the strongest female characters in American fiction. Near
the beginning of the novel, she performs a primitive operation on
her infant son Amos, who is ill, using a knife, a hairpin, and a
small tree limb. After moving to Detroit, the family suffers many
tragedies, but Gertie learns to compromise and adapt to her new
environment. Arnow is also the author of two studies of the
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Figure 14.4 Kentucky's most
acclaimed poet and quthor and
America’s first poet laureate,
Robert Penn Warren, was born
in Guthrie {University of
Kentucly, Special Collections) .

history and culture of the Kentucky and Tennessee Cumberland
region: Seedtime on the Cumberland (1960) and Flowering of the
Cumberland (1963).

Robert Penn Warren: A Literary Giant

Kentuc_:_ky has, indeed, produced many first-rate writers; but the -
greatest author to call the state his home was Robert Penn Warren
(1905-1989), a native of Guthrie in
Todd County. Although he lived most
of his adult life ourside his native state,
he usually returned to it for the subjects
and themes of his poetry, his fiction,
and even his play, Brother to Dragons
(1953), which is based on the brural
murder of a slave in the early 1800s by
two nephews of Thomas Jefferson liv
ing in Livingston County. Warrey
novels with Kentucky backgrounds
include Night Rider (1939), which treats
the violence in the tobacco wars of the
early 1900s; The Cave (1959), a fictional treatment of the en-
trapment of Floyd Collins in Sand Cave in 1925; and Band of Angels
(1955), the tragic story of Amantha Starr, the daughter of a slave
woman and a white plantation owner who is sold into slavery at
her father’s death. Perhaps Warren’s best Kentucky book is World
Enough and Time (1950), a fictional version of the 1825 murder
of a Kentucky politician and a philosophical meditation on
motivation and justice. This passage from the novel shows Warren’s
obsession with Kentucky’s past:

In the days before the white man came, the Indians called
the land of Kentucky the Dark and Bloody Ground. But they
also called it the Breathing Land and the Hollow Land, for
beneath the land there are great caves. The [ndians came
here to fight and to hunt, but they did not come here to live.
It was aholy land, it was a land of mystery, and they trod the
soil lightly when they came. They could rot live here, for the
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gods lived here. But when the white men came, the gods fled,
either into the upper air or deeper into the dark earth. So
there was no voice there to speak and tell the white men
what justice is.

The Ballad of Billie Potis

It is not hard to see the land, what it was.

Low hills and oak. The fetid bottoms where

The slough uncoiled and in the tangled cane,

Where no sun comes, the muskrat’s astute face

Was lifted to the yammering jay; then dropped.

A cabin where the shagbark stood and the

Magnificent tulip-tree; both now are gone.

But the land is there, and as you top a rise,

Beyond you all the landscape steams and simmers

—The hills, now gutted, red, cane-brake and black-jack yet.

The oak leaf stearns under the powerful sun.

“Mister, is this the right road to Paducah?”

The red face, seamed and gutted like the hifl,

Slow under time, and with the innocent savagery

Of Time, the bleared eyes rolling, answers from

Your dream: “They names hit so, but I ain’t bin.” . . .

Robert Penn Warren

Although Warren’s best-known novel, All the King’s Men

(1946), is set in Louisiana, it shares themes of motivation, power,

and violence with his Kentucky-based books. Indeed, Warren was

successful in all the literary forms, including criticism, which he

frequently wrote in collaboration with Murray native Cleanth

Brooks. Warren was recognized as one of the nation’s most im-

portant authors, with honors ranging from three Pulirzer Prizes to

his selection by Congress in 1986 as the first American poet -

laureate.

Other Recent Writers

Another significant author was Edwin Carlile Litsey (1874-
1970), who worked as a bank teller in Lebanon and wrote poetry
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and fiction about his native south central Kentucky region. His
best novel is Stones for Bread (1940), the story of two lonely
brothers who lived wretched lives abandoned by everyone except
a kind priest. His daughter, Sarah Litsey, was born in Springfield
in 1901 but has spent most of her life in Connecticut, where she
has written many stories, novels, and poems about her native
state. Her novel, There Was a Lady (1945), portrays life in a small
Kentucky town just before World War 11 In her poem, “Wilder-

....ness,” she pays tribute to the strong, brave pioneers who settled - -
- Kentucky and “loved it more than we.”

Federal Hill

I saw it sleeping in an autumn haze,
- With mystery and silence keeping guard;

While slanting sunrays of late afternoon

.. Laid little golden paths along the yard.
A spirit of the past was brooding there

. And holding vigil in the empty halls.
While trembling shadows shuttled thru the trees

... .Andtouched in tenderness the ivied walls.

------------------------

Three other recent Kentucky writers lived most of their adult
lives away from their home state. Ben Lucien Burman (1895-
1984) of Covington lived principally in New York City but wrote
many books of fiction and nonfiction about southern rivers and
river people, including Mississippi (1929), Steamboat Round the
Bend (1933), and Children of Noah (1951). In 1935, Steamboat
Round the Bend was made into a popular motion picture with Will
Rogers. As a young man, Warren County native Alfred Leland
Crabb (1883-1980) moved to Nashville to teach at Peabody
College, but he wrote several novels about Kentucky, including
Peace at Bowling Green (1955), which traces the city’s history back
to its founding in 1803, and Home to Kentucky (1953), a novel
about Henry Clay. Rebecca Caudill (1899-1985), a native of
Harlan County, lived chiefly in lilinois but wrote most of her
twenty-one books for children and young people about life in the
Appalachian Mountains. Her first novel, Barrie & Daughter (1943 ),
is based on memories of her father and her growing-up years.
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Writers since mid-century have continued to add luster ro
Kentucky’s literary image. Such names as Hollis Summers, Billy
Clark, Walter Tevis, and John Jacob Niles are familiar ro readers
everywhere. One of the most distinguished is Henry County
native Wendell Berry, born in 1934, the author of more than two
dozen books of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry—most of them
expressing Berry’s love of the land and his concern abour the
human destruction of the natural world. His novels include
Nathan Coulter (1960), A Place on Earth (1967), and The Memory
of Old Jack (1974). His poetry has been collected in such volumes
as The Broken Ground (1964), and Clearing (1977). The Long-Legged
House (1969} and The Giftof Good Land (1981) are two of his best
books of nonfiction. Although in all his writing he shows alarm
at “the fume and shock and uproar { of the internal combustion
of America,” he has made the essay a particularly eloquent in-
strument for calling his readers to a return to a right relationship
with their environment. He lives on a farm near Port Royal, where
he tries to put into practice what he preaches in his books.

Bobbie Ann Mason is perhaps the best-known living Ken-
tucky writer, especially since the release in 1989 of the movie
version of her novel In Country (1985), the story of a teenager’s
obsessive search for information abourt her father, who was killed
in Vietnam before she was born. Born near Mayfield in Graves
County in 1941, Mason has taken her native western Kentucky
as her literary territory. Most of her stories, in such collections as
Shiloh and Other Stories (1982) and Love Life (1989), are set in this
tradition-bound area that in recent decades has been undergoing
drastic changes brought on by declining farmlife as well as the
increasing industrialization and blending of American culture.

Many of Mason’s stories reflect a society in transition and
upheaval. “Shiloh,” for example, is the portrait of the crumbling
marriage of Leroy and Norma Jean Moffitt, whose differences
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widen when Leroy, a truck driver, is disabled in an accident and
becomes housebound, while Norma Jean begins to develop herself
physically and intellectually. Spence+Lila (1988) is a novel about
an elderly couple who must learn to cope with the problems of old
age and death in these changing rimes. The documentary realism
for which Mason is known is apparent in the opening line of this
novel: “On the way to the hospital in Paducah, Spence notices

the row of signs along the highway: WHERE WILL YOU SPEND



Student Essay

Keniucky—#\n inspira'ti})h tb.-Wri‘__tefs

Kentucky is a state of rugged beauty. The breadltaking- scenery of its abundant hills,
valleys, and streams combined with the strong character of the people who inhabit
its boundaries provide ample inspiration for writers.

Since Kentucky lay in a direct path for pioneers of the westward movemen, its
history is rich in the trials and triumphs of the early settlers. However, geography
and the struggles of early pioneer life are not the only fuel for the pen. People in
Kentucky have a passiori for politics; and; as history has revealed, dhat passion has
been sometimes deadly. The talés of feu(is'”l:j-ét\'vef;:n' mourntain families of Appalachia
compate with the rivalries found in Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story.

Kentucky’s best-knowi and most successful writers have used Kentucky as their
source. This is apparent just from the titles of the works of John Fox, Jr. (1863-
1919), who wrote such shoit stories as-“Cii’ris_Unas Eve on Lonesome” and “Hell-Fer-
Sartin” and the novels The Kentuckians,; A Cumberland Vendetta, The Listle Shepherd
of Kingdom Come, The Heart of the Hills, and The Trail of the Lonesome Pine. Fox; a
Harvard graduate, received his inspiration for these mountain tales in the heart of
the Cumberlands. _

Another writer, Irvin Cobb (1876-1943), combined Kentucky humor with
politics. Cobb’s character, Judge Priest, created for the Saturday Evening Post, de-
picted the wéstern Kentucky life of an. old Confederate soldier serving as a circuit
judge. Judge Priest has become one of America’s heroes of prose fiction.

Robert Penn Warren ( 1905-1989) wrote the Kentucky-inspired Brother to
Dragons, Night Rider, and World Enough and T!me He has received more literary
honors and awards than any other Kentucky wiiter. ,

- While Jesse Stuart (1907-1984) coris'i‘d'e_re_'d himself first and foremost a poet,
his works—including Man with a Bull- Tongue Plow, Head o’ W-Hollow, Beyond Dark
Hills, Taps for Private Tussie, and The Thread That Runs So True—poartray his love for
the spirit of Appalachia. Jesse Stuart overcame the irtherent hardships of Appalachia
. to receive an education. He hitchhiked toenroll at Lincoln Memorial University
with'only $29.30. From this humble beginning, he pursued his career to become an

intemationally acclaimed writer. It has been said of Jesse Stuart that “he chose to
reclaim the past in order to salvage the future.” _

Kentucky’s writers are a source of pride, especially in a state reputed to have
low educational standards and high illiteracy rates. As our state has inspired their
works, their success inspires us to take pride in our heritage, to preserve our beautiful
state, and, regardless of obstacles that lie in our paths, to fulfill our greatest potential.

Jennifer Hays
Tyner, Kentucky
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ETERNITY?” Indeed, all of Mason’s fiction is set in real places
and is tuned to real sights and sounds. She has made the working-
class towns and the shrinking farms of western Kentucky famous
around the world.

Contemporary fiction writer Louise Murphy, who was born in
Bowling Green in 1943, is also contributing to Kentucky's rich
literature. Her first novel, The Sea Within (1985), is the story of
a woman who flees her money-hungry husband and returns to the
tictional Toms Creek, Kentucky, where she sets up a squatter’s
tent on a cemetery plot left her by her grandfather and begins a
difficult climb to a healthy new life.

Another western Kentucky writer is Joe Ashby Porter, who
was born in Madisonville in 1942 and now teaches and writes at
Duke University. The Kentucky Stories (1983) is a collection of
short fiction dealing with various forms of violence, including a
nuclear war, and set in locations across Kentucky from the
Purchase area in the west to the eastern Kentucky mountains.

Barbara Kingsolver of Nicholas County was born in 1955 and
is already the author of several highly rated books of fiction and
nonfiction, including The Bean Trees (1988), the daring story of
a young Kentucky woman who drives west to Tucson and acquires
an unusual family consisting of an orphaned baby she names
Turtle, a Guatemalan refugee couple, a single mother, and several
elderly neighbors. The New York Times selected the novel as one
of “the notable books of 1988.”

This last decade of the rwentieth century finds dozens of
writers, young and old, in every corner and counry of Kentucky
adding to the state’s literary heritage. Eastern Kentucky can point
with pride to such poets as Albert Stewart and Lillie Chaffin and
such novelists as Gurney Norman and Billy Clark. Central Ken-
tucky authors include novelist Gayle Jones, poet Eve Spears, and

_.novelist James Sherburne, whose Hacey Miller (1971).is.about ...

abolitionism on the eve of the Civil War and the founding of
Berea College. Poet Charles Semones has created an imaginary
landscape he calls “the Sabbath Country” out of his native Mercer
County. “To be born in that country,” he writes, “was to come
alive [ screaming for mercy.” Ed McClanahan was born in Bracken
County in 1932 and has become a popular writer of shorrt fiction
and nonfiction and is the author of a comic coming-of-age novel,
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The Natural Man (1983), the story of fifteen-year-old Harry Easteps
growing up in a fictional town called Needmore, Kentucky.
Louisville’s literary reputation conrinues to flourish with such
veteran writers as Gwen Davenport, who created the sophisticated
bachelor Mr. Belvedere, a character made famous on the movie
screen by Clifton Webb. Other Louisville writers include novelist
and playwright Sallie Bingham and the Pulitzer Prize-winning
playwright Marsha Norman. Her first play, Getting Out (1977),

is about a woman who has just been released from prison after

serving eight years for robbery and murder. Her other plays are
about equally bleak subjects, including suicide.

Wesrern Kentucky is especially fercile literary ground. In
addition to Bobbie Ann Mason, Louise Murphy, and Joe Ashby
Porter, historian and poet Boynton Merrill of Henderson, and the
poets Jim Wayne Miller of Bowling Green and Joy Bale Boone of
Elkton make their homes in that region. Boone’s narrative poem
about the nineteenth-century antislavery activist Cassius Marcellus
Clay, The Storm’s Eye (1974), is proof that Kentuckians not only
write today about the present but are still attracred by their ric
legacy from the past.

All Kentuckians can be proud of their writers. For more than
two hundred years they have written about the complexities, the
contradictions, the conflicts, the joys, and the sorrows of life in
this place called Kentucky. Kentucky’s hold over its people,
including its writers, is legendary. As we have seen, even writers
who move to other states return home to find literary material.
When Bobbie Ann Mason was living in Pennsylvania and writing
Kentucky stories, she said, “My Kentucky settings are everything.
Once an editor of Atlantic asked me if I could change a setting to
lowa orsomeplace, because he had too many Southern stories that
month. I refused. The settings are everything.” Poet Logan En-
glish of Bourbon County lived most of his adult life in other states,
yet this is how he concluded his long narrative poem No Land
Where I Have Traveled in 1979: “And now it is spring again in
Kentucky. If one longs for Kentucky all year—one aches for her
in the spring. No land where I have traveled is more fair.”

Indeed, Kentucky’s wealth of fine writers is a state treasure.
Our poets, playwrights, fiction writers, and essayists—everyone,
past and present, who has put pen to paper with a serious purpose
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-~-all have mined fabulous riches. Yet there is plenty of material
waiting for new generations of writers and readers.

Summary

Although it took Kentucky almost a century to produce a note-
worthy literature, by 1900 the state's colorful history, varied
topography, and cultural diversity had become a literary treasury
that talented writers had begun to mine. James Lane Allen and
John Fox, Jr., were already writing local-color fiction that gained
a national audience. Early in the twentieth century, almost every
section of the state was contributing significant writers, from John
Uri Lloyd in northern Kentucky and Lucy Furman in the south-
eastern mountains to Annie Fellows Johnston of Oldham County
and Irvin S. Cobb of Paducah. The literary renaissance of the
1920s and 1930s produced such major writers as Elizabeth Madox
Roberts, Caroline Gordon, and Jesse Stuart. Later writers 1o gain
national recognition included Robert Penn Warren, selected by
Congress in 1986 to be the nation’s first poet laureate; James Still,
who has placed the mountain people and their culture on the
literary map; Janice Holt Giles, the author of bestselling fiction
about the Green River country; and Thomas Merton, the Trappist
monk and poet who lived near Bardstown. Harriette Arnow’s
highly acclaimed novel, The Dollmaker, is the tragic story of a
Kentucky family uprooted by World War I1. Qutstanding con-
temporary writers range from poet and environmentalist Wendell
Berry to novelist Bobbie Ann Mason and the Pulitzer Prize-
winning playwright Marsha Norman. Indeed, Kentucky’s unique
history, its strategic location, and its rich culture have produced
an impressive literature.




CHAPTER 15
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Performing Arts

Robert Bruce French

Rock and roll, country and bluegrass music, folk
songs and dance, drama, musical theater, symphonic and operatic

Figure 15.1 The Lexington music, ballet and modern dance—Kentucky has it all. And in
Opera House as it appeared in
the 1890s {Kentucky Historical ) "
Sociery). The musical trail began mod-

estly in Lexington in the late 17
At that time, the city had several
singing schools. They were soon
followed by private instruction in
piano, violin, guitar, flute, and harp.
Inaddirion, the town boasted teachers
for dancing and fencing. Pianos were
built there as early as 1805 by Joseph
Green. A piano made in 1824 by
William Thompson stands today. in
the Mary Todd Lincoln House.

abundance. But it was not always so.

The Beethoven of America

In 181 7, one of the important early musical events took place in
Lexington. Anthony Philip Heinrich, an immigrant of German-
Bohemian parentage, walked from Philadelphia to Pittsburg
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took a boat down the Ohio River to Limestone (Maysville), and
journeyed overland to Lexington. Soon afrer arriving, he gathered
a small group of musicians and presented a concert on November
12 in the meeting room of Sanford Keen’s tavern. The program
consisted of Beethoven’s First Symphony and instrumental and
vocal music by Mozart, Viotti, Pleyel, Haydn, and other COMPOSETS.
This was the first performance of the Beethoven work in whar was
then called the West, and it preceded those in New York and
Fhiladelphia. Two weeks later, Heinrich presented another con-
cert in Frankfort. By the spring of 1818, he was living in a log cabin
in Bardstown. This experience was commemorated in a song he
wrote, “The Log House.”

Movingto Louisville in 1819, he lived with the family of Judge
John Speed at the historic estate of Farmington. Here he became
friends with John James Audubon, the famous naturalist and
painter of The Birds of America. Here also Heinrich composed his
Opus 1, The Dawning of Music in Kentucky, or the Pleasures of
Harmony in the Solitudes of Nature. This work was followed by
many compositions for piano and voice. Of his orchestral works,
nine were descriptive of American Indian life. He was considered
America’s first “professional” composer, and critics termed him
the Beethoven of America. Heinrich left Kentucky in 1820 and
settled in New York, where he became one of the founders of the
New York Philharmonic Society. He died penniless in 1861 and
was buried in the Audubon family vaulc.

Music Education in Pioneer Kentucky

The singing schools that were held in Lexington came out of a

New England traditiondating back to the early eighteenthcentary,

when Puritan ministers became troubled about the poor quality
of singing in churches. The result of this concern was the pub-
lication of An Introduction to the Singing of Psalm-Tunes (1721) by
the Reverend John Tufts, a Harvard graduate. This tunebook set
the pattern for subsequent publications well into the nineteenth
century. An introductory section explained the rudiments and
notation of music, and the balance of the book contained sacred
music. The noration system used letrers placed on rhe scaff in
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place of notes until 1801, when a new system was developed using
notes of different shapes.

One of the earliest singing masters to enter Kentucky was
Lucius Chapin, a Massachusetts native. In 1794, he crossed the
Appalachian Mountains and settled in Fleming County. From
here he traveled throughout Kentucky, Indiana, and Ohio for
almost forty years, teaching short-term singing schools. One of
the most popular tunebooks used by the singing masters was The

Southern Harmony and Musical Companion (1835) by William Walkér,  ©

which sold 600,000 copies before 1860. The Southern Harmony is
still used at the Big Singing in Benton, Kentucky, on the fourth
Sunday in May. This event has been held every year since 1884.

Shaker Music and Dance

Ohne of the least-known areas of Kentucky music and dance is
that of the religious group known as the Shaking Quakers,
Shakers, who came to America from England and formed con.
munities in several states on the eastern seaboard. Their name was
derived from the bodily motions used in their unique sacred
dances. The Shakers arrived in the state in 1805 and built set-
tlements at Pleasant Hill near Harrodsburg and at Sourh Union
near Russellville.

The Shakers left an astonishing legacy of some 8,000-10,000
manuscripts and dance-tunes and a few printed tunebooks. Early
tunes were sometimes derived from New England psalmody, and
many religious and secular melodies were ‘adapted or rewritten.
Later “gifts” of songs and messages were “received” through
“visions,” and some songs were “received” from Indian, Afro-
American, and Chinese spirits. During services, marches, shuffles,
and dance songs were used to express the “inner spirit.” In the
second quarter of the nineteenth century, the total membership
of the Shakers in this country was about six thousand. Today only
a handful survive.
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From Magic Shows to
Professional Theater

The story of the theater in early Kentucky is one of irinerant
entertainers who traveled the Cumberland Gap Road to Lexing-
ton where they offered acrobatic displays, magic shows, dancing,
and music. The first dramatic performance on record took place
April 10, 1790, when students at Transylvania Seminary pre-
sented a tragedy and a farce, a combination that audiences
demanded.

During the period from 1790 through 1820, Lexington, Frank-
fort, and Louisville became the major theatrical centers in the
West, and performances on Kentucky stages far outnumbered
those in Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Nashville, or New
Orleans. In 1815, Samuel Drake brought his company of perform-
ers to Frankfort from Albany, New York, to reestablish the three-
city Kentucky Circuit. Here he and his company founded a
theatrical empire that dominated the southern United States for
years.

In the twentieth century, there has been an increase in both
amateur and professional theaters. The little thearer movement
in Kentucky had a phe-
nomenal growth dating
from a performance by the
University of Louisville
Players in 1911. The
Guignol Theater in Lex-
ington, the Little Theater
and the Carriage House
Players in Louisville, and a
group in Bowling Green,

merit. In recent years, per-
manentorganizationssuch
as Actors Theatre of Lou-
isville, Stage One: The
Children’s Theatre, and
Walden Theatre have been

formed in Louisville.

Figure 15.2 Quuside large
cities, commumity groups
engaged in local thearrical
productions (Kensucky
Histaricol Sociery) .
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Figure 15.3 The “Jazz
Hounds™ of 1930 (Kentucky
Hisworical Society).
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Lexington now boasts the Actors’ Guild of Lexington, the Lex-
ington Children’s Theatre, and the Lexington Musical Theatre,
an amateur organization. In Bowling Green, the Public Theatre
of Kentucky performs locally and presents plays for young audi-
ences in rural areas throughout the state. Summer productions are
common now. “The Death of Floyd Collins” in Brownsville, “The
Legend of Daniel Boone” in Harrodsburg, and “The Stephen
Foster Story” in Bardstown are presented in the evening. Other

summer plays are found in Caneyville, Covington, Danville,

Falmouth, Horse Cave, Lexington, Morgantown, and Prestons-
burg.

Music Publishing in the
Nineteenth Century

The printing of songs and piano solos in sheet music form was a
major enterprise in the nineteenrh century. Marion Korda. a
music librarian in Louisville, has collected over 1,400 that w
published in that city. William Shakespeare Hays, in addition to
writing a river column for the Courier-Journal, wrote 322 songs,
and an estimated twenty million copies were sold.

Jazz Then and Now

During the last decade of the nine-
teenth century and the first two de-

cades of the twentieth, jazz was emerg-
ing as a new force in American music.
It was during that period that Kentucky's
more than fifty nationally known jazz
musictans were born. Louisville pro-
duced vibraphonist Lionel Hampton,
trumpeter Jonah Jones, singer Helen
Humes, and guitarist Jimmy Raney.
Other state musicians were banjoist
Zach Whyte of Richmond, trombonie
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Russell Bowles of Glasgow, pianist Charlie Queener of Pineville,
and singer Rosemary Clooney of Maysville. During the 1920s, jazz
bands were regular attractions in night clubs. Excursion boats on
the Ohio River, such as the Island Queen, carried groups like Sidney
Desvigne’s Southern Syncopators. Following World War II, jazz
instruction became a part of the curriculum in colleges through-
out the state. Organizations such as the Louisville Jazz Society
sprang up to promote jazz performance, and jazz festivals in the
~ larger cities became commonplace.

Figure 15.4 The dulcimer is a

Folk and Country Music mainseayoffoll music

(Kentucky Historical Society).

-

Kentucky folk music was largely unknown
outside the Appalachian Mountains until
English folklorist Cecil Sharp and Kentuck-
tans Olive Campbell, Josephine McGill, John
Jacob Niles, and Jean Ritchie, among oth-
ers, began to collect, publish, and perform
this music. These ballads originated in the
British Isles and had been passed along from
generation to generation. The tradition is
kept alive today in many books, articles,
recordings, and annual festivals devoted to
the performance and study of this music.
In Kentucky, country music is one of the
big success stories of the twentieth century.
From a simple folk origin, it has developed
into a multimillion-dollar industry crowned
by round-the-clock television shows, huge
salaries, and performers who are better known
e wvieann..than. the. politicians. who. represent.them....-
Among the many country musicians born in
the state, some of the more famous are Skeeter Davis, Jackie
DeShannon, Red Foley, Crystal Gayle, Tom T. Hall, Grandpa
Jones, The Judds, Lily May Ledford, Parry Loveless, Loretta Lynn,
Kenny Price, Merle Travis, and Dwight Yoakam. Most have come
from humble backgrounds and have had little formal training.
Neverrheless, their music appeals to a wide audience.

L]
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Bluegrass Music and Musicians

Bluegrass music is a distinctive Kentucky form that grew our of
the country music performed by Bill Monroe and his Blue Grass
Boys on the Grand Old Opry in the 1940s. Bluegrass is typically
performed by a combination of acoustic instruments such as
mandolin, fiddle, five-string banjo, guitar, and string bass. The
music appealed to listeners in the Appalachian Mountains and to

* farm and blue-collar workers.“Today it is enjoyed by many groiips. =~ .

Kentucky-born performers, in addition to Bill and Charles Mon-
roe, both born in Rosine, have been Kenny Baker of Jenkins, the
Osborne Brothers (Sonny and Bob) of Hyden, ].D. Crowe of
Lexington, Ricky Skaggs of Cordell, Sam Bush of Bowling Green,
and the McLain Family Band of Berea.

In 1973, the Bluegrass Music Festival of the Unired States was
inaugurated in Louisville. The three-day free festival, sponsored
by Louisville Central Area, Inc., grew year by year. In 1980,
Kentucky Fried Chicken took over sponsorship and honored KFC
founder Colonel Harland Sanders on his ninetieth birthda
Attendance by this time had grown to an estimated 150,000 fc,.
the weekend performers. Today the International Bluegrass Music
Association and Bluegrass Music Museum are located in Owens-
boro near Bill Monroe's birthplace.

Orchestral Organizations

There are currently four professional orchestras in the state. The
oldest, the Louisville Orchestra, wasformed in 1937, the outgrowth
of a group that started at the Young Men’s Hebrew Association.
In 1981, the orchestra became professional with a full-time
rehearsal and performance schedule. Robert Whitney, a pianist
and composer from Chicago, conducted the orchestra for the first
thirty years. This orchestra became known worldwide for com-
missioning and recording modern music on a large scale. The
Lexington Philharmonic Orchestra, incorporated in 1963, is the
continuation of the Central Kentucky Philharmonic Orchestra,
a community group founded by Dr. Robert King in 1961. The
Owensboro Symphony Orchestra is the result of a merger in 1967

L 3]
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of a chamber orchestra at Kenrucky Wesleyan College and the
Brescia[College]-Owensboro Orchestra. The Paducah Symphony
Orchestra is the youngest organization, having been formed in
1979 when musicians were recruited to perform at the city's
annual Summer Festival. All of these groups present many sub-
scription, pop, and children’s programs each year.

Inaddirion to its professional symphonies, Kentucky has three
active youth orchestras. The oldest, the Central Kentucky Youth
Symphony Orchestra, located in Lexington, was organized in
1947 by Howard Pence. The Louisville Youth Orchestra was
founded in 1958 by Rubin Sher, William Sloane, and Robert
French. The youngest group, the Owensboro Youth Orchestra,
was formed in 1970 under the sponsorship of the Owensboro

~Symphony Orchestra. A fourth group, the Barren River Area

Youth Orchestra, founded by James H. Godfrey, was in operation
trom 1975 to 1984.

One of the best loved and most enduring of the arts organi-
zations in Louisville is the Kentucky Opera. Moritz von Ramhard
founded the opera company in 1952 and served {or inaiy yeurs as
set designer and builder, singing coach, and conductor. BPuring
the thirty years of Bomhard’s leadership, the company progressed
from an amateur organization to one that was fully professional.

Famous Kentucky Musicians

Kentucky has produced a wide variety of native musicians who
have achieved national and international reputations. Compos-
ers Mildred J. Hill and Patry S. Hill published a hook in 1893 titled
Song Stories for the Kindergarten. One song, “Good Morning ro
All,” was rewritten and copyrighted in 1935 to become the world's

Todd Duncan created the role of Porgy in Gershwin’s Porgy and
Bess in 1935. Choral director David L. Davies organized the
Harlan Boys Choir in 1966 and made it into an internationally
recognized group. Pianist Lee Luvisi, upon graduating from
Philadelphia’s Curtis Institute of Music, became the youngest
faculty member in the history of that institution. He has appeared
one hundred times as soloist with the Louisville Orchestra.
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Arts Centers and Performing Arts
Groups

Since 1973, anumber of major performing arts centers have been
built or renovated in Kentucky. Costing more than $62 million,
these centers are located in Bowling Green, Danville, Lexington,
Louisville, Madisonville, Owensboro, and Paintsville.

-Many organizarions have contributed to. the performing arts
over the years. In addition to the ones mentioned earlier, the
major groups in Louisville are the Louisville Bach Society (1964),
the Louisville Ballet (1952), the Chamber Music Society (1938),
and the Jewish Community Center Orchestra (1916), Kentucky’s
oldest symphonic group. Based in Lexington are the Opera of

people.

Louisville and Lexington Cultijtal-. Life

When many people think of Kentucky, they think of three things: horses, basket-
ball, and fried chicken. How
has to offer. Takinga closer look into :.Kentucky s cities, one finds a growing
cultural community that is as divesse as it is entertaining.

In Louisville, the largest city in the state, music and dance play an important
role in the cultural life of the area. This major industrial center boasts the Louis-
ville Ballet as - well as the: Leulswlle Otchestra. The riverfront is home to the ¢ city’s
professional resident theatre company, called the Actors Theatre of Louisville.
Throughout the city, the arts are becommg a strong asset to the commumty and its

ese are not the only things the Bluegrass State

In Lexington, Kentucky s second: 1argest city, thé cultural scene has been of
vital importance for some time. Lexmgton offers the Lexington Ballet, a semipro-
fessional and respected dance troupe; Syncopated Inc., a modermn-dance company;
the Actors” Guild of Lexington: Lexington Children’s Theatre; and the Living
Arts and Science Center. These and more are all a part of a cultural awareness
plan to open the eyes of its citizens to expose Lexington as a fine arts communitcy
and not just a sports community. With so many cultural outlets available to the
people of Kentucky, it is easy to appreciate the performing arts.

Mary Stapleton
Ashland, Kentucky
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Central Kentucky (1990), the Lexington Ballet (1973) and the
Chamber Music Society of Central Kentucky (1963). Today
Kentuckians take pride in their fine performing groups and in
their unique cultural heritage.
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Summary

When Kentucky became a state in 1792, music teachers, danc'mg
masters, and theatrical performers were already calling Lexington
their home. Among the pioneers was Anthony Philip Heinrich,
an immigrant musician who organized a small group that presented

~the first performance of a Beethoven symphony west of the
Appalachian Mountains. About the same time, Shakers came
from England and brought their unique sacred music and dance
to Pleasant Hill and South Union. Singing masters came from the
East and taught Kentuckians how to read music from tunebooks
that used notes of differentshapes. In the larger towns, instrumental,
choral, and theatrical organizations gave regular performances to
audiences eager for a change in their daily routine. Music publish-
ing, especially of songs, was an important addition to the musical
scene. In the twentieth century, Kentucky became known around
the world as a state where folk, jazz, bluegrass, and country music
flourished. Music was taught widely in the public schools, and
universities began training students for careers in the performing
arts. Professional organizations devoted to dance, theater, opera,
and symphonic music were established in the major cities. In the
1970s and 1980s, over $62 million was spent to build or renovate
arts centers for these groups.



CHAPTER 16

Historic Architecture

Julie Riesenweber

Kentucky’s historicarchitecture tells stories about
the past much like those written by historians or told by family
and neighbors. Buildings and structures stand in every town and
along every country road to provide an immediate sense of the
past. The history made up of people’s stories can be influenced by
poor memoty or personal point of view. But buildings represent
the past directly, providing historical informarion without huma.
opinions.

Many of history’s stories relate greatr achievements because
people tend to write down and rell the most remarkable events.
Likewise, some architectural studiesfocus on outstanding buildings.
This “great and few” approach groups structures like Liberty Hall
and rhe Old State Capitol in Frankfort into architectural styles
and asks how recognized architects influence one another. Al-
though great buildings are a part of our past, they make up only
a small portion of our historic architecture. Many more ordinary
buildings remain to tell about the everyday lives of most past
Kentuckians.

The Settlement Period, 1770-1820

Few of the buildings in the state’s first white European settle-
ments survive. The earliest standing structures date to the 1790s,
when people left fortifications to establish farms and towns. Much
of the architecture built in Kentucky at this time was log, and
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although settlers constructed all kinds of
buildings from log, those still standing are
dwellings.

The first dwellings were log cabins con-
taining round logs, wooden plank roofs
weighted with poles or stones, dirt or split-
log floors, and few window openings. Like
forts, these cabins were meant to be rempo-
rary. People soon replaced them with well-
builtand tightly sealed log houses with plank
floors, wood shingle roofs, plastered interior
walls and weatherboards to protect the
chinking between logs from moisture.
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Kentuckians used familiar methods of construction to build
these houses, joining squared logs into standard forms with inter-
locking notches cut into the logs’ ends. The basic units of log

1

Y

:§

11
i

-l
1 T T T 71 T 1
I S S . T )

I
1
1

L W
X

b=

Figure 16.2 Single Pen (Stone).

dwellings were pens
or rooms that were
either square or
rectangular  in
shape. Rectangular
pen houses often
had a board parti-
tion dividing the
intertor ground
floor space into two
rooms of unequal
size called hall and
parlor.

Note: All illustrations in this chapter ave by
William |. Macintire, survey coordinaror at the
Kenutecky Heritage Council.

Figure 16.1 Single Pen,
Rectangular.

Figure 16.3 Hall-parlor.
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The floor plans based upon these basic square and rectangular
units have a long history. People in the British Isles constructed
dwellings with similar sized rooms arranged in the same plans
during the 1600s and 1700s. While most English colonists built
Americdn versions of these familiar forms from heavy frame,
people from Sweden, Finland, or German-speaking countries
brought the idea of log construction to the New World. Ameri-
cans blended English house forms and log construction, building
log houses in large numbers as they moved westward from the
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Student Essay

Art in Kentucky

Art—what exactly is it? Art is a form of expression and talent. A person’s deepest
thoughts, feelings, and dreams are what art truly is.

For Kentucky pioneers in the 1800, art first began as a chore, a way of
survival. People had to leamn ro make furniture, clothes, and blankets and to build
homes. ' .

Quilting has long been a highly popular craft in Kentucky. Quilting was a way
for people to put together their life history. A quilter would cut out a piece of cloth
from a baby 'dfe:ss, a shirt, an old quilt, blanket, or even a piece of yarn. This -
fepresented:'lie'f:famiiy line as would the family tree for people in the present.

Crafts made in Kentucky express Kentuckians’ way of life: figures of race
horses, ducks, and fish; rocking chairs; fiddles; clothes; baskets; potiery; and folk art
were made from wood, metal, glass, cloth, iron, and straw. They all were made by
hand, and some took a great deal of time, while making others was just as simple as
breathing. ' ‘

Folk art is a special kind of arg; it is art made simple, but not really simple at
all. Folk art is a person’s use of anything he or she can find and make into art. A
watermelon, for example, may be painted with a farm scene. An apple may have a
small-town scene painted on it. A stick may be made into a wooden doll for a small
child, or it may be made into a tool. Cloth may be made into anything froma
baby’s bib to a woman’s dress. Most folk art serves to teach the future about the
past.

Kentucky is known for the great beauty of its arts. Kentucky’s arts may not be
the same kind of art one sees in the great museums of metropolitan areas, but our
unique art is special in its own way.

Karrie Lynn Goetz
Musrray, Kentucky
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Kentuckians enlarged small square and rectangular pen houses
by adding units to create floor plans with more than one pen, such
as the double-pen, saddlebag, and dogtrot floor plans. They
sometimes used wood frame or other materials like stone or brick
to build these addirions. Rather than enlarging rheir houses with
additions, some Kentuckians constructed such multi-unit plans in
a single effort.
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Figure 16.4 Double Pen.

Figure 16.5 Double Pen
{Lag and Frame).

Figure 16.6 Dogtror.
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While we often think of log houses as crude dwellings con-
nected with the state’s settlement, most of those still standing in
Kenrtucky were well-built and finely finished. Prosperous land-
owners often chose log for constructing their two-room, two-story
houses and installed elaborate woodwork and other ornamental
details. Log buildings went up as late as 1870 across the state and
until the 1930s in some parts of eastern Kentucky. Many of these
later log dwellings have the same types of corner notching and
the same floor plans as log houses built before 1820.

Other well-to-do settlers chose to live in houses built from
limestone. Most of the state’s stone buildings date between 1785
and 1835 and are found in central Kentucky, where this material
was abundant. To construct a stone wall, a mason laid two rows
of carefully shaped stones about a foot apart, fitting them closely
together. He then placed other stones lengthwise over both rows
to tie them together without mortar. This “dry stone” method
came from Ireland or Scotland and can also be seen in Kentucky’s
many rock fences, although these were not common until =hout
1840. ,

Buildings constructed in Kentucky before 1820 also were
made of brick and wood frame. Brick began to be used during the
1790s and replaced stone as the favorite masonry building mate-
rial by about 1820. Like stone, brick construction required a
mason’s skills and was thus expensive compared to log: only the
wealthiest Kentuckians could afford the labor costs involved in
making and laying brick. The brick houses surviving today rep-
resent the largest and most claborate dwellings of their time.
Kenrtucky’s frame architecture before 1860 employed posts and
beams nearly the same size as logs. This type of structure is called
timber frame because of the large size of the framing elements. The
timbers were joined by means of tongues shaped at the ends of
vertical posts that fit into pockets cut into horizontal beams.

Before the Civil War, Ker'it"li'(':'l'{ié'ri's'ij'référr'édwlég over timber
frame for wooden houses because log was a simpler system of
construction for which most had the necessary skills and tools.
They used frame more often for large buildings such as mills and
barns.

Many stone, brick and frame dwellings built before 1810 have
a hall/parlor plan. The majority of early Kentuckians lived in
houses we would find very small, carrying our most daily activities
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in two ground-floor rooms. The

larger hall was used for general
living, eating, and working, while
entertaining and perhaps sleep-
ing took place in the smaller,

more formal parlor. Most sur-

viving hallfparlor houses have
exteriors carefully designed to

~disguise their unequal- interior -

spaces. Wharever their form,

many buildings construcred be-
fore 1835 have Federal ornament,
which features geometric shapes,
especially ovals.

Between 1780 and 1820, the

wealthiest Kentuckians had

Figure 16.10 Federal Hall-

Pavlor (Brick).

separate kitchen buildings for

cooking and other heavy house-
hold work like laundry and soapmaking, When present, kitchen-
were usually in the back yard, but most people probably did thes.
dirty tasks outside. Kentucky's mild climate made this possible
and meant that farm animals could generally do without shelrer.
Kentuckians rarely constructed outbuildings before 1830.

The Antebelilum Period, 1821-1865

Three related house plans appeared in the state as early as the
1790s but were not widely used until about 1830. Although each
of these contains a passage or hallway that usually includes a stair,
two are called central passage because the hallway is located
between two rooms of equal size. One central passage plan has a.
total of four rooms, two arranged one behind the other on each
side of the passage. This type is called double-pile, central passage.
Another version called single-pile, central-passage is the front
half of the four-room type. The single-pile form has only two
rooms on the ground floor, one on each side of the hallway. A third
variety is basically two-thirds of the first. Called the side-passage
plan, it includes a hallway with two rooms, one behind the other
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at one side of it. Side-passage
houses were almost always built
in towns and could occupy in-
dividual lots or be joined with
common end walls to form rows.
The passage helped to solve
the space problems of other house
torms. It gave the house’s occu-
pants more privacy because visi-
tors entered the passage instead
of directly into a living space.
With four ground-floor rooms,
each opening onto the passage
in the large double-pile house, ]
plans with passages also allowed Figure 16.11 Cenal
homeowners to make clear sparial separations between work  Passage, Dowble Pile.
activities like cooking from leisure ones like entertaining. Pas-
sages also meant that sleeping could take place in a private
chamber that was never seen by people outside the household.
This separation of work and leisure and public and private
activities became so desirable that, beginning in the 1830s, many
owners of small houses sought ways to creare the necessary extra
spaces. One way that many Kentuckians did this was to build a Figure 16.12 Central
rear wing that provided one or two ad- Passage, Single Pile, with ell
ditional spaces for household work, cre-
ating a three- or four-room house from
a smaller one. Such a rear wing is called
an ell because it was most often located
to one side of and at a right angle to the
house, giving the dwelling an “L” shape
when viewed from above. The passage
and the extra spaces provided by the ell

“were s popular that by 1850 the howse  § =y |
type built more often than any other had
asingle-pile, central-passage main block
two stories high and a rear ell either one
or twosstories high. Many earlier dwellings
were altered during the mid-nineteenth
century to conform to this ideal, which
continued to be built unril the 1880s.
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Figure 16.13 Greek
Revival Central Passage,

Kentuckians also extended the idea of special spaces for
various activities outside the house so thar after about 1830 rural
Kentuckians built farm buildings in greater variety. By 1840,
almost all farmers had a springhouse for storing dairy products, a
cellar for keeping fruits and vegetables, a meathouse or smokehouse
for curing meat, and a log or timber-frame barn for storing hay and
grains.

Another outbuilding common in antebellum Kentucky was
the slave house, which took the same basic forms as the dwellings, .

inhabited by free men. But while their (-)wnéfs"‘enjoy'ed'largé o

central-passage houses with distinct spaces for unique activities,
slaves lived in comparatively crowded conditions. Rather than
building a number of individual dwellings, Kentucky slaveowners
preferred houses with two-room plans that could be adapted to
accommodare two families or groups of single men or women in
a single building. The saddlebag plan, which includes one room
oneachside of acentral chimney, was a very popular form for slave
houses. When each ground-floor room contained a front door,
and the house lacked doors between the rooms on either side of
the chimney, both sides of the building were independent uni

much like a modern duplex. Many of the small one- and two-room
houses intended for slaves were hastily and poorly constructed,
rarely contained woodwork, and often were not even plastered.
Since the average Kentuckian owned only a few slaves, there
often was no separate slave house. In such cases, bondsmen had
accommodations in the second stories of outbuildings such as
kitchens or in the same house but apart from their owners in attics
or second-floor rooms that did
not connect with the front of

the house.
Beginning in the late 1830s,
the Greek Revivalstyle appeared

in Kentucky architecture. This
style adopted ideas for design
and omament from classical

Greece and was popular until
after the Civil War. The Greek

Revival element most popular

in Kentucky and most recog-

nizable on its buildings was th
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portico, an elaborate porch supported by columns. At the same
time, many public buildings were constructed to look like classical
temples.

The new architectural ideas of the 1830s—central-passage
plans and Greek Revival ornament—soon combined to result in
a different look for Kentucky’s landscape. Many of the state’s
buildings were replaced or altered during the 1830s and 1840s
because people at that time, like those today, wanted to be up-
‘to-date. Small dwellings gained additions, became ells to center-
passage units, or were torn down. Greek Revival ornament re-
placed unfashionable woodwork both inside and outside. By 1840,
most farmhouses were two stories high and had fronts with five

openings organized window-window-door-window-window. Their
~ faces, bearing porticos and classical ornament, overlooked roads
rather than streams.

The Postbellum Period, 1866-1890

Rail lines appeared in Kentucky during the late 1850s. The Civil
War hastened rail building and created the first national trans-
portation network. By the 1870s, rails connected Kentucky with
the rest of America, providing a larger market for livestock, grains,
and hemp products. Larger markets meant greater profits and
prosperity. This wealth paid for constructing new buildings,
especially the many downtown commercial districts built during
this boom.

The railroad brought changes to Kentucky's rural landscape
between 1865 and 1880 as well as to commercial districts.
Communities through which rail lines passed gained passenger

_and freight depots, warehouses, and blocks of railroad workers’

housing near the tracks. Towns bypassed by the railroad often fell
into decline when their businesses moved to be near lines. Sub-
urbs, from which workers commuted to cities from a2 home in a
pleasant country-like setting, developed adjacent to larger towns
and created a separation between work and leisure. At the same
time, entirely new villages grew around some rural railroad depots.

Former slaves created other new communities. Rural hamlets
developed during the 1870s when white landowners donated or

257
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Figure 16.14
Shotgun.
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Figure 16.15 Shotgun.

Figure 16.16 T-Plan.

sold ten to twenty acres from the edge of their
farms to free blacks, hoping to retain them as wage
laborers. While some freemen kept the land as
small farms, sponsors often instead laid out small
towns on the land. Such planned communities
usually included house lotsand, when large enough,
a church, grocery, and lodge hall. At the same
time, most county-seat towns opened new segre-

- gated neighborhoods on poorly drained ground . .-

near industries. Speculators built housing for black
and white workers alike in larger cities like Lex-
ington and Louisville between 1890 and 1910,
crowding many small look-alike dwellings of shot-
gun form into the alleys between major roads.
The housing in rapidly growing late nine-
teenth-century communities was different because
the railroad brought new architecrural ideas and
materials. At the same time, new technology
influenced building construction. The inventior
of the circular saw around the time of the Civiy
War allowed mills to cut rapidly large quantities
of lumber to standard sizes. Once scarce, nails
were also machine-made and became readily
available, combining with circular sawn lumber

3
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to standardize construction. Builders

easily set framing pieces at regular
intervals to assemble entire wall and
roof units with nails, making frame

construction inexpensive and much
more popular. This way of framing a
building is called balloon frame.
Connected with these techno-
logical changes wasa house plan called

[ em—_
Or—>

the T-plan because it is shaped like

Ty

INEEERAREEEER

the letter “T” when viewed from above.
A variation on the central-passage
_idea, this plan is irregular in depth,
containing one room at one side of a %

Figure 16.17 Gothic
Central Passage (Board-and-
Batien Siding) .

central hallway and two on the other.
One-story T-plan houses were com-

monly built in railroad towns, while fvr\

two-story versions were popular as
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Buildings from the 1860sand 1870s
have Gothic Revival or Iralianate
ornament. Although the Gothic Re-
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vival style was not very popular in

Kentucky, some of its features were
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Figure 16.18 jelianate
T-Plan { Weatherboarded
and Shingled Frame) .

Figure 16.19 Victorian/ Queen
Amne (Weatherboarded Frame) .
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widely used. The more widespread Iralianate style introduced cast
iron as a building marerial. Many of Kentucky’s Italianate com-
mercial buildings have fronts of iron manufactured in Louisville,
Cincinnati, and Evansville. At the same time, people placed iron
inserts for burning coal in fireplaces.

Improved transportation meant that much of Kentucky’s fate
nineteenth-century architecture was similar to that in other
American places. Towns across the nation contained houses with
irregular plans and Victorian ornament combining elémenis of
many formal styles. Turtets, complex roof shapes with many
angles, wraparound porches with gingerbread trim, and a variety
of surface treatments are characteristic of Victorian styles. Build-
ings with formal Victorian designs appear most ofren in Kentucky’s
larger towns, but many rural Kentuckians used gingerbread trim
or sawn millwork to ornament their central passage or T-plan
houses.

Because Kentucky's economy remained agricultural through-
out the nineteenth century, most of its unique buildings from that
time are farm buildings. Farmers began to plant burley tobac
after the Civil War and at first dried it in barns originally buii.
for other purposes. Once tobacco proved a profitable crop, Ken-
tuckians constructed special ventilated tobacco barns in large
numbers.

Although livestock had been a basis of the state’s economy
since settlement, stock barns were uncommon until after the Civil
War. The 1870s brought stock barns where prize animals were
kepr at night, mule barns for the hybrid animals bred in Kentucky
and sold further south, and dairy barns for milking and milk
processing. Stock barns can be distinguished from earlier multi-
purpose barns by tightly fitted verrical board covering which
sealed the barn from weather that could harm valuable animals.

The Turn of the Century, 1891-1920

Large holdings devoted entirely to raising thoroughbred horses
developed in Kentucky’s Bluegrass around 1890. Horse farm
owners often combined two or more smaller farms into a single
immense tract and constructed completely new buildings featu
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ing a signature design and colors. The largest of these farms
contained living quarters, barns, stables, breeding sheds, a train-
ing track, paddocks, pastures, road networks, and often a water
system. [n keeping with the Colonial Revival style popular be-
tween 1890 and 1920, horse farm architecture often used classical
ornament such as fluted columns. Especially popular on horse
barns were three-part Palladian windows, which feature arched
central portions.

In eastern Kentucky, coal companies rapidly developed towns
durmg the 1910s by buying and constructing houses, and renting
them to workers. The company controlled everything in such
towns, including businesses. Company towns conrain few house
forms, most with only three or four rooms per family. Two-family

- dwellings were common. Many early miners’ houses have simple
box frames that omit many of the vertical supports usual in a
frame building. Overlooking the workers’ housing from the hillsides
were better constructed, larger, and more elaborate dwellings for
mine owners and supervisors.

The Modern Era, 1920 to the Present

While Kentuckians still use nineteenth-century agricultural
buildings and live in former coal company towns, the most
familiar buildings were added to our landscape in the eatly twen-
tieth century. After the automobile was introduced,

towns annexed nearby farmland to develop suburbs

such as those we know today. Many bungalows, a P:I:
house type from California and tropical climates, f
were built between 1910 and 1930. The bungalow |
continued the irregular plans popular in Victorian

dwellings butwas smalland affordable; At the same
time, many houses gained electricity and closets,
while those in towns and suburbs also boasted
bathrooms.

The automobile age gave rise to much more
than suburbs as many new buildings were con-
structed to serve people and their cars. Gas stations,

Figure 16.2¢
motels, and fast-food restaurants were built along major high- Asymmenrical.
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Figure 16.21 Figure 16.22
Bungalow. Bungalow.

ways across Kentucky. Because roadside businesses needed to
catch the attention of people driving by, this architecture often
took whimsical forms.

Kentucky’s Historic Architecture Today

Kentuckians continue to adapt their buildings to meet new needs
and changing conditions. Should they survive fifty years or more,
today’s buildings will become tomorrow’s historic architecture.
Historic buildings must often be torn down to make way for
new ones better suited to modern uses. The pace of change has
increased during the twentieth century, so that more buildings
have been demolished over the past fifty years than ever before
to make way for businesses and fast-food restaurants on the
outskirts of town, shopping malls, and apartment complexes.
Modern health and safety issues have also contributed to the loss
of historic buildings through the creation of industrial parks, man-
made lakes for flood control, and road improvements. Although
such change means that old buildings will be lost, growth and
development cannor be avoided. Before deciding which buildings
will be demolished and which preserved, it is important that we
understand our historic architecture and the past it represents.
Every Kentuckian can contribute to thisunderstanding by reading
the historic architecture in his or her community. All buildin-
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and structures, including houses, schools, churches, farm build-
ings, fences, field patterns, and places of business and work, have
a story about the past to tell. By preserving Kenrucky's historic
architecture, we save for future generations rhe fascinating story
of our past.

Summary

Throughout Kentucky's history, many different types of buildings
were constructed. Log cabins of one or two rooms gave way to
brick, stone, and wood frame houses in the Settlement Period. By
the Antebellum Period, Kentuckians began to desire extra spaces
in their homes, and, after the Civil War, new architectural ideas
spread across the commonwealth. Kentucky’s late nineteenth-
century architecture came to be increasingly similar to that in
other American places. The turn of the century saw horse farm
owners in the Bluegrass constructing elaborate buildings, includ-
ing horse barns with classical ornaments. Finally, the Modern Fra
brought the popular and affordable bungalow from California to
Kentucky as well as such conveniences as electricity, closets, and
bathrooms.



CHAPTER 17

-----------------

Toward the Modern Era:
1930 to the Present

William E. Ellis

l n the more than six decades since the beginning
of the Great Depression, Kentuckians have faced great changes
and challenges. The economic crisis of the 1930s gave way to
World War Il and economic prosperity in the 1940s. In the fiftics
Kentuckians liked “Ike” (Republican President Dwight L
Eisenhower) as did most other Americans. The sixties brought the
Vietnam War and the beginning of Democraric President Lyndon
B. Johnson’s Great Society programs. In the seventies, the energy
crisis led to a short-lived boom for the Kentucky coal fields.
Kentuckians in the eighties experienced increasing economic
problems in Appalachia and among the urban poor but relative
prosperity in the so-called “Golden Triangle,” the land within the
lines connecting Louisville, Lexington, and northern Kenrucky.
As Kentucky, the nation, and the world entered the nineties, the
promise of the end of the Cold War was being offset by continued
difficulties in the Middle East.

In the 1930s, Kentucky’s dominantly agricultural economy
“about went bust,” according to one Shelby County farmer.
Republicans were blamed for the Great Depression. Governor
Flem D. Sampson, elected in 1927, and his Republican colleague,
President Herbert Hoover (1929-33), suffered the political
consequences.

In 1930, the fall of BancoKentucky, a bank holding company
in Louisville, touched off a mood of pessimism in the state. With
25 percent unemployment across the nation, many young peopl-
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“took to the rails” when they could find no jobs at home.
Americans never lost their practical way of thinking. Perhaps the
following is as correct as any of the complicated explanations for
the depression: “A recession is when other people lose their jobs,
a depression is when you lose yours.” “Hoovervilles” (makeshift
housing}, “Hoover flags” (out-turned empty pockets), and “Hoover
hogs” (rabbits) became part of the humor of American life during
this trying time.

-+~ Kentucky politics continuéd to be colorful and exciting in the
depression decade. In 1931, Democrat Ruby Laffoon soundly
defeated his Republican opponent for governor. The next vear,
Franklin D. Roosevelt won the presidency over Hoover.

Governor Laffoon urged passage of a sales tax to meet state
- budgetproblemsin the 1932 Kentucky General Assembly. Lieuten-
ant Governor A.B. “Happy” Chandler, as presiding officer of the
Senate, helped block this measure. When the depression deep-
ened in 1933, Laffoon declared a “bank holiday” and closed all
the banks in the state just before President Roosevelt did so on
anational scale after his inauguration. When stability was regained,
the banks reopened.

“In 1934, the Laffoon forces pushed a 3 percent sales tax
through the General Assembly, temporarily breaking the chal-
lenge of the Chandlerites. Laffoon also ran into conflict with the
national administration in Washington over funding welfare
projects in the state.

The 1935 Democratic party gubernatorial primary drew Chand-
ler into the field against Thomas S. Rhea, the choice of Laffoon.
When Laffoon traveled to Washington to consult with Roosevelt,
a Chandler supporter on watch called the Lieutenant Governor
at the moment the train carrying the governor passed into West
Virginia. Since Chandler legally became governor when the
regular governor left the state’s border, he used his powers and

called a special session of the General Assembly. After much
turmoil, the Chandler and Laffoon factions finally agreed to a so-
called “double-barrel,” or dual primary. If no candidate won a
majority in the first primary, then a run-off would be held between
the top two vote-getters. This is exactly what happened. Rhea
won the first primary but, lacking a majority, had to run again and
lost to Chandler in the second primary. Thus were born two
prominent Democratic party factions that would live well into the
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Figurel7.1

As majoriry leader of the
U.S. Senate, Alben
Barldey of Kentiecky was a
major national leader. Here
he nominates Franklin D.
Roosevelt for president in
1944 (University of
Kentucky, Special
Collecions) .

post-World War II era. In the general election, the flamboyant
Chandler easily defeated Republican Judge King Swope.

Chandler kept his campaign promise. At his insistence, the
General Assembly removed the sales tax provision while passing
so-called “sin taxes” on liquor and tobacco to raise needed rev-
enue.

Meanwhile natural disasters as well as man-made problems
struck the commonwealth. The disastrous 1937 flood hit the Ohio
River Valley with a vengeance and devastated much of the state.
Labor disputes in the coal fields, particularly in the Harlan County
area, drew national attenrion. Although conditions eased some
with the development of Roosevelt’s New Deal programs, many
Kentuckians continued to suffer from the impact of the depres-
sion until World War [1. '

Governor Chandler, in his ambition to become a Unired
States senator in 1938, clashed with incumbent Alben W. Barkley,
the majority leader of that body and perhaps the most nationally
powerful Kenrucky political leader of the century. Chandler’s
supporters used the highway department as a source of patronage
to get votes for their candidate while Barkley's increased the
tederal Works Progress Administration payroll. In the end, Bark-
ley won handily and returned to Washington. A year later when
Senator M. M. Logan died, Chandler resigned the governorship
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Lieutenant Governor Keen Johnson, who then became governor,
appointed Chandler to fill out Logan’s term.

Governor Johnson's term in office extended to 1943, with
election in his own right in 1939. The economy of the state began
expanding about that time because of the beginning of war in
Europe. Johnson was in office when the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941.

During the war, many new facilities were built and older ones
expanded. Industrialization along the Ohio River and the need
for massive quantities of coal aided the state’s economy. Many
Kentuckians moved to industrial cities north of the Ohio River.
Transportation improved and the state’s farmers prospered. Fort
Knox and Fort Campbell grew to be enormous army bases. Toward
the end of the war, construction began on Kentucky Dam in
western Kentucky. The economy of wartime was so good that
Governor Johnson ended his administration with a $10 million
surplus, but politics was about to swing back in favor of the
Republicans.

In 1943, Republican Simeon Willis defeated Democrat
J. Lyter Donaldson, a member of the Rhea faction. Teachers’
salaries and appropriations for education nearly doubled because
of large increases in tax receipts and federal funds. Willis also took
more interest in education for Afro-Americans than any previous
governor had.

Postwar Kentucky

The end of the war brought thousands of veterans home to a new
world. The G.I. Bill rapidly expanded higher education enroll-

167

ments in the state. Technological change and better economic

sion. However, Kentuckians would suffer from periodic recessions
into the 1990s. The beginning of the Cold War berween the
West, led by the United States, and the Sovier Union and its
Communist bloc allies offset some of that optimism. Within five
years, the United States would again be involved in a war, this
time in faraway Korea.
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Figure 17.2 Kentucky's

Fred Vinson of Lowisa served
as chief justice of the United
States (University of
Kentucky, Special
Collections).

In 1947, former U.S. Represenrative Earle C. Clements, with
the support of the old Rhea-Donaldson faction, defeated former
Speaker of the Kentucky House of Representatives Harry Lee
Waterfield in the Democratic primary and Republican Eldon S.
Dummit in the general election for governor. During one of the
most dynamic periods in Kentucky history, state parks, tourism,
industrialization, and roads got special emphasis and tunding. It
was time for Kentucky farmers to “come out of the mud,” the

~goverior said. The state began planritig a new State Fair and

Exposition Center in Louisville. Clements’s control of the Gen-
eral Assembly also led to creation of a non-party-oriented Legis-
lative Research Commission and the Kentucky State Police.

Clements resigned as governor after he had run, successfully,
for the U.S. Senate in 1950. Lieutenant Governor Lawrence W,
Wetherby took over. The only Jefferson County native to be
elected governor, Wetherby, a former juvenile court judge, won
the governorship in 1951.

Meanwhile, Alben Barkley, elected vice president with run-
ning mate President Harry S Trum
in 1948, became affectionately known,
as “The Veep.” Former Kentucky con-
gressman Fred M. Vinson, after serv-
ing as overseer of the nation’s fight
against inflation for eighteen months
during World War Il, served as chief
justice of the United States from 1946
to 1953. During this time, the nation’s
highest court began to chop away at
the old segregarion rules. )

The 1950s appeared to be a period
of difficulty for the state. In that dec-
ade, the population of Kentucky grew
only 3.2 percent compared with 18
percent nationally, as out-migration
continued the trend of World War IL.
Kentucky ranked near the bottom of
the states in education, and per capita
per person income was only 70 percent
of the national average. But grear
changes were brewing. By 1960, the.
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were more manufacturing jobs in the state than jobs in any other
single sector, including agriculture. Also, opportunities in educa-
tion expanded along with other “white-collar” positions.

As governor, Wetherby continued much of the Clements
program by encouraging both industry and agriculture. Kentucky
began construction of a toll-road system. In 1954, the General
Assembly approved the Minimum Foundation Act, which was
designed to improve elementary and secondary education in
poorer school districts. Wetherby also supported the 1954 deseg-
regation decree set forth in the landmark Supreme Court case of
Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka. And, during Wetherby’s
term, Kentucky became one of the first states to lower the voting
age to eighteen.

~ In 1955, Happy Chandler,
who presided over the integra-
tion of baseball while serving as
commissioner of the major
leagues, reentered the Kentucky
political wars, seeking a second
term as governor, twenty years
after the first. Factionalism in
the Democratic party resurfaced
when he ran against Judge Bert
T. Combs, the choice of the
Clements political machine.
Chandler narrowly defeared
Combs and then resoundingly
trounced Republican Edwin R.
Denny with the slogan “Be like
your pappy and vote for Happy.”

Chandler continued his ideas of fiscal conservarism in the

fifties. But at the same time he encouraged road building and

Figure 17.3 One of
Kentucky's most colorful and
controversial leaders was

“education: Like Wetherby, he supported school integration and
called out the national guard and state police to enforce the law
in two locations. He also oversaw the beginning of what became
the Chandler Medical Center at the University of Kentucky.

Although Republicans could control neither the General
Assembly nor the governorship in the fifties, John Sherman
Cooper and Thruston B. Morton were elected to the United
States Senate in 1956, riding the coattails of Dwight Eisenhower’s

governor and senator A.B.
“Happy” Chandler, seen
here in the 1957 presidential
maugural parade. Presideny
Duwight Eisenhower and Vice
President Richard Nixon are
in the background, right

{ University of Kentucky,
Special Collections).
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Figure 17.4 Newly elected
Govemor Bert Combs and
his lieutenanc governor
Wilsan Wyatt celebrate their
1959 win (University of
Kenzucley, Special
Collections).

reelection bid that year. Both served
the state and nation well as moderate
Republicans.

In 1959, Judge Combs again srood
for the governorship in a hotly con-
tested three-way Democratic primary.
Then, Wilson W. Wyarr, Sr., dropped

out of the Democratic primary race

Combs’s running mate. Combs defeated
former Lieutenant Governor Harry
Lee Waterfield, the choice of Chan-
dler, in the Democratic primary and
Republican John Robsion, Jr., in the
general election.

The 1960s

The decade of the sixties brought some of the most difficult times
in the history of the country as the civil rights movement and the
Vietnam War divided Americans into sometimes warring fac-
tions. The election of young John F. Kennedy as president and the
promise of the “New Frontier” were overshadowed by his assas-
sination in November 1963. About the same time, Whitesburg
lawyer Harry M. Caudill published Night Comes to the Cumberlands
and encouraged a growing national consciousness of the problems
of Appalachia. This book publicized the poverty in that region
and touched off federal efforts such as the Great Society programs
of President Lyndon Johnson in the mid-sixties. Seventh district
Representative Carl D. Perkins as chairman of an important
committee guided much of this social and education legislation
through the United States House of Representatives.

As governor, Combs brought a reformist zeal to Frankfort in
the early sixties, claiming thar for too long Kentuckians had
been “too proud to whitewash and too poor to paint.” Using the
authorization of a recent vote, he asked for a sales tax. A new
sales tax law passed rhe legislature, setting a rate of 3 percent.

and ran for lieutenant governor- as-- -
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This became another landmark in the development of funding
Kentucky education and other services. As a further sign of his
progressivism, Combs also appointed the state’s first Commission
on Human Rights, pushed for economic development, and imple-
mented a merit system for state employees.

In rhe 1963 primary election, Combs’s hand-picked candi-
date for governor, Edward T. “Ned” Breathitt, Jr., defeated
Chandler in a landslide that effectively ended Happy's career,
and then narrowly won the general election over Republican
Louie B. Nunn. Controversy over civil rights continued in
Brearhitt’s term and weakened the Democratic party and the
governor's success. However, Breathitt did persuade the General
Assembly to enact badly needed strip-mine legislation in 1964.
‘A monumental $176 million bond issue passed by the stare’s
voters for highway and other construction added to the success
of Breathitt’s term in office along with an upturn in the economy
and tax receipts.

During the second legislative meeting of Breathitt’s term, rhe
General Assembly appropriated funds to create Kentucky Edu-
cational Television (KET) and pay the state’s share in development
of Land Between the Lakes in western Kentucky. Legislation also
enabledstate colleges at Western, Eastern, Morehead, and Murray
to become regional universities.

In the late sixties, as the fortunes of Democratic President
Johnson turned sour, a Republican won the governorship in 1967.
Louie B. Nunn, who narrowly lost to Breathitt in 1963, defeated
Henry Ward. A year later, another member of the G.O.P. (Grand
Old Party), Richard Nixon, took the presidency in a narrow
victory over Democrat Hubert Humphrey.

Faced with a large budget deficit, Nunn asked that the leg-
islature raise the sales tax by two cents. When the increase passed,
some people, particularly Democrats, jokingly referred to this as
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“Nunii’s nickel:”

Kentucky could not escape the violence of the sixties. Governor
Nunn used National Guardsmen to put down riots in Louisville
and -to enforce peace at the University of Kentucky after the
burning of a building used for training students in military science.
Upon leaving office, Nunn remained a leader of his party and ran
unsuccessfully for the Senate in 1974 and for governor in 1979,



Student Essay

The Nationai’Stout'ing.h{l:‘l;_seum |

“Shh! Don't touch that!” When most people think of a museum, these phrases run
through their minds. They often imagine long rows of lighted glass cases. Bt at the
National Scouting Museum, visitors are frequently asked to touch and get involved
with the exhibits. Because visitors are asked to become involved with the exhibits
and be a part of the action, the National Scouting Museum is one of the most
enjoyable museums in the country. Murray, Kentucky, the home of the museum,
has become well-known throughout the United States and around the world
because of the National Scouting Museum’s prominerice.

As visitors enter the museum, they are greeted not only by employees but by
Murray, a life-size, state-of-the-art robot who serves as the official host. Nearly all
exhibits in the museurn involve computers so visitors can become involved. Topics
such as scouting memories, the disappearance of a lost child, and divorce are
included in the computer programs. Thanks to the magic of robotics and anima-
tion, the founding fathers of scouting discuss somerthing called “scouting for boys.”
The men hold a conversation day in and day out; hour after hour. If visitors watch
closely, they will see the robots move their arms, appear to breathe, type, sharpen
an ax, and move their eyes across the audience.

The museum also includes a dark inaze in which visitors must put the1r
pathfinding skills into-action. Visitors use a compass, flashlight, and a set of direc-
tions to try and work their way through. the maze.

Fifty-three original works of art by Norman Rockwell are included in the
museum’s collection of artifacts and memorabilia. This.valuable and famous exhibit
draws visitors from around the world.

After parncxpatmg in the mdoor exhxbu:s visitors. may be ready for some more
strenuous activity. Many v1slt0rs may at first view Gateway Park as a playground;
however, when visitors get out ifito the park and attempt such things as the “Wild
Woosy” and the “Fidget Ladder, ‘they may begin to have second thoughts.

Storytelling also draws a large crowd into the theater each day, with stories
such as “The Unknown Scout” and “The Gingerbread Man.” Many visitors leave
the storytelhng theater with tears in their eyes or holding their sides because the
stories are so funny.”

Visitors from other countries keep life at the museum interesting. On August
5, 1990, a group of Japanese scouts arrived at the museum. Although the scouts and
employees spoke two different languages, by the end of the day the two groups were
communicating fairly well.

The museum’s goal is to develop public interest in scouting; the employees are
reaching their goal through highly interactive exhibits. Kentuckians are very
forrunate to have such a pleasant attraction in the state. In the years to come, the
museurn will continue to draw the attention of visitors from Kentucky, the country,
and the world. '

Crystal Stallons
Dexter, Kentucky
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The 1970s

The 1973 embargo by a large number of oil-producing nations
brought a boom to the coal fields, and the state’s general economy
improved as well. However, several disasters struck in the seventies.
Floods, severe winters, the Scotia mine disaster, and the Beverly

Hills nightclub fire in northern Kentucky added to KentuCky s
woes. The end of the Vietnam War brought some heahng_ to a

populatlon that often had been d1v1ded by that conﬂlct

Political fortune rurned back in favor of the: Democrats in the
1970s. In the gubernatorial election of 1971, Lieutenant Governor

Wendell Ford won the Democratic primary over former Governor
Bert T. Combs. He went on to defeat Republican Tom Emberton

in the general election. Ford would later become the first person .

in the history of the commonwealth to be successively elecred
lieutenant governort, governor, and senator.

Governor Ford encouraged energy research and rook a strong

interest in the health of the coal industry. After many years of

~ effort, the leglslature finally passed a coal severance rax almed at

putting some tax money back in the coal—producmg counties. The
'General Assembly also followed Ford's wishes, removmg the sales :

tax on.food, increasing expenditures for education, and 1mprov1ng
human resources services in the state.

During his third year in office, Ford announced his candidacy
for the U.S. Senate against incumbent Republican Marlow Cook.
Construction of a dam in the Red River Valley becare a critical
issue in this campaign, with Ford favoring an alternative site and
Cook being completely opposed to the project. Ford won the
election and joined his close colleague Walter “Dee” Huddleston
in the nation’s capital.

Lieutenant Governor Julian Carroll became governor for the

remaining part of the term and then defeated Republican Robert oo

E. Gable in 1975. Carroll placed special emphasis on elementary
and secondary education. The commonwealth’s place in educa-
tion among the other states rose substantially during his admin-
istration. For example, free textbooks were offered for the first
time to all students. Carroll also ended the Army Corps of
Engineers’ plans to build a dam on the Red River when he
withdrew his support.
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Figure 17.5 Martha Layne
Collins became Kentucky's
first woman governer with
her election in 1983
{Kentucky Historical
Society).

Carroll’s lieutenant governor, Thelma Stovall, the first female
to hold that office, surprised most everyone by calling a legislative
special session for the purpose of cutting taxes during Carroll’s
absence from the state. The tax-cutting move failed to help her
political career, for she lost in the 1979 Democratic gubernatorial
primary.

The 1980s and Beyond

]ohn Y. Brown, Jr., the son of a veteran to Kentucky politics came
into the 1979 gubernatorial campaign late and won, using his own
personal fortune and the public appeal of his wife, Phyllis George,
a former Miss America and television personality. Brown gained
national prominence as the president of Kenrucky Fried Chicken,
the restaurant chain founded by Colonel Harland Sanders. Former
governor Louie B. Nunn ran a poor second in the general election.

Brown stressed his role as an outsider, “a political maverick”
like his father and, like many before him, the need for a busine
oriented approach to state government. He cut the state payroll,
and as the economy worsened during the
early years of President Ronald Reagan’s ad-
ministration, Brown presided over several
major cuts in state expenditures. He also
allowed the General Assembly much more
independence than any governor in modern
Kentucky history. Suffering from ill health,
Brown dropped out of politics soon after he
left office.

In the eighties, Kentucky had another
first: the election of a female governor, Martha
Layne Collins. Former clerk of the Court of
Appeals, Lieutenant Governor Collins won
by a narrow margin a three-way Democratic
primary in 1983 against Louisville Mayor
Harvey Sloane and former Human Resources
Secretary Grady Stumbo. In the general elec-
tion, she defeated a former baseball star, Re-
publican Jim Bunning, by a comfortable margin
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A stagnant national economy ended Collins’s plans to im-
prove Kentucky education substantially during her term. The
state legislature wrangled over her combination educarion/rax
bill, and she finally conceded defeat. But Collins pushed indus-
trialization during her term and succeeded in encouraging Toyota
to build an ultra-modern automobile plant outside Georgetown
in return for a multimillion-dollar support from the General
Assembly.

The eighties ended with another Democrat as governor, one
who, like Brown, came from a business rarher than government
service background. Wallace Wilkinson came to political promi-
nence like Brown, suddenly and with an issue that caught on with
the voters of the state. After trailing badly in the primary polls,

~Wilkinson took up the issue of Kentucky’s joining those states
thatuse a lottery to raise revenue for the stare. With his own funds,
Wilkinson used a media blitz to gain the upper hand in the primary
and general election. During much of his term, he tangled with
an increasingly independent General Assembly. Afrer the state
supreme court found Kentucky’s school funding system to be in
violation of the constitution, the General Assembly passed a
revolutionary education reform bill in 1990. The legislation also
raised the sales tax to 6 percent to pay for increased srate expen-
ditures.

Kentucky lost several of its most famous citizens in the eighties
and early nineties. Most had influenced the life of the state and
the nation for several generations. Before his death, Edward F.
Prichard, Jr., overcame the stigma of political corruption to lead
a committee dedicated to education excellence in Kenrtucky.
Barry Bingham, Sr_, died after witnessing the sale of his enterprises,
including the Courier-Journal. The commonwealth fost popular
former governor and political leader Bert Combs. Kentucky au-
thors of national significance also died in this period. Harriette

poet laureate of the United Stares, died in the eighties. Harry
Caudill died in 1990.

As Kentuckians entered the nineties, they worried about
many of the same things they had in 1930. Economic recession
constantly loomed on the horizon, yet the state was much more
industrialized and more safeguards were in place than in that
earlier time. More Kentuckians were berter educared than ever
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before, yet too many young people continued to drop out of high
school. It appeared thar dwindling coal reserves would mean an
eventual end to that source of income. The tobacco industry also
came under increasing attack. Along with the marerial wealth of
the post-World War II era came increasing concern about pol-
lution. However, for all these problems, continued technological
change held out hope for a better world.

Summary

In the more than six decades since the beginning of the Great
Depression, Kentuckians have faced great changes and chal-
lenges. The rise and fall of the national economy has had untold
consequences in the commonwealth. Cycles of boom and bust
have forced Kentuckians to make adjustments to new forms of
technology. Personal expectations have risen. Kentucky politics
proved to be just as colorful as in earlier decades with politicians
often forgoing discussion of substantive issues for “mudslingir
and personal attacks. While the Democratic party kept its place
of relative dominance of the General Assembly and the Governor's
Mansion, the Republican party became more successful in car-
rying the state for its presidential candidates. Kentuckians in the
1990s faced new challenges. Educational reform held out the
promise of dynamic change. The question remained; would Kentucky
be able to meet that challenge and enter the twenty-first century
better prepared for the future?



CHAPTER 18

Fducation

Thomas D. Clark

Kentucky’s educational history is woven of many
strands of philosophy and experiences. In the quarter century
from 1775 to 1800, frontier Kentucky was a social and political
island cut off from direct communication with any other organized
community. [t was also a region that faced heavy physical demands
in the exploitation of its virgin lands. The latter task demanded
strong backsand only limited intellecrual capabilities. Nevertheless,
a certain amount of native wit and wisdom was needed to survey
the land, build houses, open roads, and begin farming and raising
livestock.

Though many of the early settlers who came to Kentucky had
some smattering of education, few had more than the most basic
schooling. The older states that fed into the Kentucky immigra-
tion stream afforded their people only limited educational oppor-
tunities. This was especially true of Virginia with its private
academy rather than public school tradition. As a result, the
major portion of the inflow of population into Kentucky brought
in its cultural baggage no buming zeal to organize schools.
The history of early educational beginnings in Kentucky is

-

sketchy at bese. Mrs" William Coomes was credited with conduct-
ing only a most elementary type of school in Fort Harrod. John
May taught the children at McAfee’s Station, and Joseph Doni-
phan held school at Fort Booneshorough. Later, John Filson,
Kentucky's earliest historian, organized an academy in Lexington.
He was succeeded by the famous “Wildcae” John McKinney.
McKinney’s name has lingered on in Kentucky educational his-
tory not because of his teaching but because he had a vicious




278 -

OUR KENTUCKY

encounter with a wildcat in his classroom. There was an academy
at Crow’s Station on the outskirts of present-day Danville from
which Transylvania Seminary had its beginnings.

By 1795, numerous itinerant academy masters began to appear
in Kentucky. These reachers offered instruction in elemencary
spelling, arithmetic, writing, Greek, and Latin. The term “master”
was doubtless an accurate one. In most schools of the early era,
the teacher was called upon to be three parts disciplinarian and
tWO parts Instructor. S

Early Kentucky schoolrooms at best were as primitive as
pioneer cabins. There were no published textbooks, no courses of
study, and no teacher certification. Perhaps some teachers were
barely able to read and write themselves. Some documents of
historical significance today are the hand-scribed arithmetic and
geometry textbooks that teachers brought across the mountains
with them. These contained not only the problems, but also their
solutions.

Schools were for brief terms in earlier years, and often sessions
were scheduled around crop planting and harvesting. Somehow
pupils developed the notion that it was up to them to test t
courage of teachers by bullying them. In many cases, a teacher was
considered to be a good one if he could whip every boy in school.
This was an era when schoolteachers were chiefly men.

For the masses of Kentuckians, the expectations of receiving
even the most rudimentary education in the era before the Civil
War were from low to nonexistent. Generally, the public conceived
of formal education as being for teachers, some ministers, lawyers,
doctors, and, perhaps, for merchants and land surveyors. Obvi-
ously, newspaper editors had to be educated enough to read and .
write. In the case of ministers, some religious denominations
placed greater emphasis on being divinely called to preach than
on being educated to do so.

The Virginia practice of supporting the academy concept was
transported into Kentucky largely because this type of school
could be organized by individuals and sustained without taxation
and could cater to selected students who hoped to enter one of
the professions. There was, however, a movement after 1795 to
expand the academy plan to all the counties. These were to be
organized on the plan of the Kentucky Academy at Pisgah in
Woodford County and supported by grants of cheap public lan
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The Kentucky General Assembly in 1798 enacted the county
land-grant academy law to apply to all the existing counties and
to new counties to be formed in the furure. Under the terms of
this act, a grant of 6,000 acres of public land was deemed sufficient
to finance the establishment of a school and maintain it for a short
time. This idea prevailed in Kentucky until after the Civil War,
and well beyond the time when 6,000 acres of unoccupied public
land could be located. It is important to emphasize the fact that
no one in Kentucky before 1820 had a clear concepr of how to
go about offering the entire population access to public schools.

An attempt was made in 1821 to create a semipublic source
of financial support for schools by the creation of a special fund.
Money derived from half of the profits of the Bank of the

“Commonwealth and from the stare banks in Lexington, Danville,
and Bowling Green were to be deposited in this fund to be
distributed to schools. This was viewed as a painless way to raise
at least a minimal amount of money to satisfy a rising public
demand for public support of education.

On the heels of the creation of that fund, the General Assembly
authorized the creation of a commirttee to make a stare and
national survey of attitudes toward public education. William T.
Barry, a Lexington lawyer, was chairman of the committee, which
made a strong effort to seek information about public education
in America. On December 11, 1822, the Barry Committee submitred
its report to the General Assembly, but legislators were too deeply
embroiled in bitter partisan politics to give it notice, and the
report was filed away without action.

By the 1830s, there had been established across Kentucky a
fairly large number of one-room schools that operated in tiny
districts and independently of any central administrative control.
Even so, the rate of illiteracy in the state was staggering. Joseph
J- Bullock, the first state superintendent of schools, reported to
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the-G erteral" Ass embiy in ]anuary1839 thﬂt g f.hll’ 4 Of thé"Ken-
tucky school-age children could neither read nor write and had
no access to an education. It is doubtful, however, that Bullock’s
statement came close to being accurate, and the rare of illiteracy
may have been much higher.

One of the most serious drawbacks in establishing a public
school system in Kentucky was the lack of adequately trained
teachers. Not until 1906 was a beginning made in the solution of
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this problem by the creation of two teachers’ colleges. The
earlier teachers’ schools (normals) were only a poor effort at
teacher training. A central fact in the laggard efforts ro establish
public schools was the traditional resistance of Kentuckians to
taxation. Teachers were paid starveling salaries ranging from
twelve to thirty-five dollars for three-month terms, a sum insuffi-
cient to sustain a person without a secondary source of employ-
ment.

The Beginnings of State Support

The real impetus for the development of a system of public
schools in Kentucky came from a group of individuals rather than
from the governors and legislarors. In the decade from 1830 to
1840, private citizens undertook to create a limited system of
schools and to provide for their central administration. Not until
Kentucky received from the federal government its share of the
surplus funds distributed by the treasury in 1837 was the office
superintendent of public instruction provided for by law. Joseph
J- Bullock, a Preshyterian minister, was the first person to serve
this office. He was entrusted with the responsibility of distribut-
ing the income from the $850,000 that had been set aside as a
permanent school fund.

Some historians, in treating Kentucky educational history,
have tended to consider that the law of 1838 marked the beginning
of the universal public school movement in Kentucky. This is not
so. What the law of 1838 did was to attempt to organize a school
system that would be partially sustained by the income from the
surplus fund. In enacting the law, legislators never even hinted
at a universality of opportunity for all of Kentucky's school-age
children. The law made no provision for the county courts to set
and collect a school tax, suggested no standard course of study,
and made no provision for the adoption of uniform textbooks.
Local school commissioners, who in many cases may have been
illiterare, selected and certified teachers. Parents were permitted
to select books their children were to study and sometimes chose
the only book they knew, the Bible. Nowhere in the law did
legislarors hint at what they expected of the schools. Quite to th
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contrary, the thrust of the law was to protect rhe surplus fund and
its income. The law provided for the taking of a census of white
school-age children, and no mention was made of educarting the
children of black slaves. Finally, the law did not prescribe the
length of the school term, but generally there was a common
agreement that in a majority of cases it would be three months,
and no more than five.

The fourth grade was considered the terminal one for these
“common schools.” Generally, this was considered to be the level
at which a student had learned the rudimentary “Three R’s” of
“reading, ’riting, and 'rithmetic.” [t was assumed that a student
at this level could read a newspaper and the Bible, write a simple
letter of social correspondence or business, and “cipher through
the rule of three” (add and subtract).

The Kentucky General Assembly seemed to believe that all
it had to do to establish a system of common schools was pile one
faw on top of another. In 1845, it enacted legislation to compact
into one statement the school laws then in existence. This latter
law, like the earlier ones, emphasized administrative responsibilities
and all but ignored the central purposes of education. Again, the
law presupposed three-month school terms and local districts
thoroughly controlled by three trustees. This was to be a cancer
on the Kentucky schools; most often a strong-willed trustee
dominated the district, hired the teacher, assumed responsibility
for the schoolhouse, controlled the school funds, and subjected
his district to local political manipulations. As usual, the General
Assembly in 1845 made no provision for general state support of
schools beyond providing for the distribution of the surplus fund
income to the counties. Parents in local school districts were
equally stingy in tax support of their local schools. Teachers were
to be licensed by the local school commissioners, but there was
no hint in the law as to what might be considered acceptable

When delegates met in Frankfort in October 1849 to revise
Kentucky’s constitution, some individuals among them had be-
come fully aware of the state’s educational plight. The debates
that followed the introduction of the proposed education section
sometimes became bizarre if not actually vicious. Running through
the discussions was a thread of doubt as to whether or not
education should be made a matter of constitutional concern.
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Perhaps Larkin J. Proctor of Whitley County was more nearly
historically correct when, in his bumbling statement, he told the
convention that “whatever has often been said, when repeated,
lam aware, falls like snow upon the water, and is blotred from the
recollection of man; [ know, Sir, that in the days past and gone,
there has been as much said by politicians when candidates before
the people for office, in favor of the system, is apt to be looked
upon by the people as a franchise story, only retold to gull and
‘deceive them.” Proctor spoke for the Kentucky generations in
efforts to muster political support for public education.

[t was historically significant that the education committee
in the constitutional convention for the first time in Kenrucky
provoked extended debate on the subject. John D. Taylor, a
lawyer from Mason County, was chairman of the education
committee. He submitted the first section of his committee’s
teport, which was prefaced with the declaration that “the diffu.
sion of knowledge and learning among men being essential to
the preservation of liberty and free government, and the pro-
motion of human virtue and happiness, it shall be the duty of
the general assembly to establish within three years after tl
adoption of this constitution, and forever thereafter keep in ex-
istence, an efficient system of common schools throughout this
commonwealth, which shall be equally open to all white
children thereof.” This apparently was an original statement of
the committee, but it was not written into the new constitution.
Nevertheless, the words efficient, forever, and throughout the
commonwealth lived on to become the heart and soul of section
183 of the 1890 constitution, and, a century and a half later, those
words in section 183 became the basis for declaring the entire
public school system in Kentucky unconstiturional.

However generous and eloquent the preamble written by the
education commitree of the constitutional convention of 1849,
the delegates ignored it. They wrote into the new constitution an
educational clause that was as unconcerned with the fundamental
purposes of public education as could be drafted. Delegates
demonstrated far more concern for the administration of public
funds than for the education of the children in the common-
wealth. The only really significant element in the educational
clause was that it gave public schools a constitutional status;
otherwise the educational provision had little or no impact o
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what actually happened in the one-reacher, one-room, three-
month, impoverished district schools in individual counties.
Much of the criticism of public schools expressed in the

constitutional convenrion was aimed ar the ineffectiveness of

teachers. The criticism, real or imagined, was also heaped on
district trustees, and the expenditure of funds. Convention del-
egates exhibited an antipathy toward taxation to supporr schools.
That teachers were ineffective and the schools inefficient were
readily determined facts. The law of 1845 permitted the issuance
of three grades of teacher certificates, none of which in any way
assured a proper preparation of an instrucror. School terms varied
from the traditional three months to five months. Schoolhouses
were generally located in out-of-the-way places, poorly construct-
“ed, poorly lighted and ventilated, and heated by fireplaces fed by
student-gathered wood. Benches and tables were crude homemade
affairs. Supplies such as crayons, blackboards, and maps were
nonexistent, and often fresh water was not readily available.

Teachers were still expected to be as much stern switch.-
wielding disciplinarians as instructors. Many a common-school
teacher’s courage was challenged by bullying students, and teachers
either humbled their challengers with the switch or were forced
out of their jobs. Pay was so meager that nonresident teachers were
expected to “live about” with their patron families. Because of this
early condition of common school education in Kentucky, low
esteem for public schoolteachers developed, negative traces of
which still linger on.

During the first half of the nineteenth century, several rugged
crusaders for improving the conditions of education in Kentucky
emerged. None was more vigorous than the Presbyterian minister
Robert Jefferson Breckinridge. Dr. Breckinridge served the office
of superintendent of public instruction from 1847 through 1853.
He nor only was the most competent superintendent up to that

date bt tio doubt had the clearest concept of what was necessary

to afford every Kentuckian of school age the opportunity to secure
an elementary education. He opposed the frequent enactment of
overlapping and sometimes contradictory laws by the General
Assembly, which he contended were “unworthy of the interest
at stake of the Commonwealth icself, of the sincere efforts and
sacrifices which have already been made, and the work which the
people have set their minds as the ends of many toils and hope.”
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Dr. Breckinridge fairly shouted at the people of Kentucky that
they had no interest greater than that of providing a superior
education for even the poorest child. He also set about raising
teacher qualifications, stimulating pupil attendance, and stan-
dardizing the course of study and textbooks.

The Whirlwind Campaigns, 1870-1908

U nhappily, the momentum set in motion by the Breckinridge era
was badly disrupted by the Civil War. The decade from 1860 to
1870 was an intellectually barren one in Kentucky’s educational
history. Schools suffered almost total neglect. At the end of the
decade, Superintendent of Educartion Z.F. Smith said that when
he came into office in 1867 the school system was no longer
worthy of grave consideration by men of public trust. He wrote
that during the war years it had been abandoned to whatever grim
tate the future held for it. '

The basic fact in 1870 was that, despite all the past debat
and crusading and the enactment of laws, Kentucky actually had
no system of common schools. The General Assembly, despite its
numerous laws, had never exercised the leadership and courage
necessary to provide an adequate tax base to support even the
most elementary of short-term schools. Clearly illustrative of this
condition was that in 1869 there were 4,447 minuscule school
districts sharing $242,948.61, or $54.63 per district. From this
meager sum they were expected to build schoolhouses and pay
teachers. .. o

Out of habit, legislators were fesistant to setting a tax levy
that was proposed in 1869. In its session that year, the General
Assembly authorized a vote by the electorate as to whether or not
it would approve a levy of fifteen cents on each one hundred
dollars of assessed property value. This proposal won by the
substantial majority of 24,677 votes. As a result of this favorable -
response, the General Assembly then went ahead and enacted a
drastically revised school law that, for the first time, actually
provided for the creation of a system of universal free public
schools in Kentucky. The new tax levy, however, was insufficient
to provide the financial support needed to realize this objectiv=
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The challenges were enormous. For instance, Superintendent
Smith said rhere were an estimated 40,000 white males in the
commonwealth who were totally illiterate and that twice that
number could barely read and write. He charged that former
fegislators had only tinkered with the concept of public education
without ever really supporting it.

[t would be little short of sacrilege to discuss the history of
public education in Kenrucky during the decade from 1870 to
1880 without mentioning the heroic efforts of Superintendent
H.A.M. Henderson. He fought the unconstitutional act of the
General Assembly that sought to take away school funds, and he
won. He crusaded for better pay for teachers, for schools for blacks,
for better textbooks, for local taxation to support schools, for the
organization of local teacher normals, and the graded school
concept. He visited the schools of the state and wrote a highly
revealing essay on their deficiencies.

The history of Kentucky common schools from 1870 to 1908
can be succinctly summarized by citing stubborn public resistance
to taxation, trustee control of local schools, lack of trained
teachers and teacher training institutions, a poor rural agrarian
economy, and the woeful lack of expectation that education can
improve social and economic conditions.

Figure 18.1 Interior of a
school in Wickliffe in the
frrst decade of the rwendech
century {Kenzucky

Historical Society).
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Running through all the reports of the state and county
superintendents were critical notes concerning the trustee system,
the indifference of parents, the shabbiness of schoolhouses, lack
of supplies and equipment, and the ineffectiveness of many
teachers. Reflective of these problems was the shamefully low en-
rollmentin schools and the discouraging average daily attendance
of those enrolled.

John Grant Crabbe, a native of Ohio, was elected superinten-

... dent of public instruction in 1907. He brought to the office an - -

e T e imagination and boundless energy. In that year, 417,664
' school-age children out of a total of 739,836 were not enrolled
in school, and only 311,192 who were enrolled were said to have
maintained a satisfactory average daily attendance. In the first
decade of the twentieth century, illiteracy in Kenrucky was the
highest in the southern states. John Grant Crabbe declared that
the Kentucky school system in 1907 was still plagued with all the
deficiencies that had beset it during the previous century.

Responding to the outcries about the low estate of education
in Kentucky, the General Assembly in 1908 once again enacted
a comprehensive school law. This one, known as the Sulliv.
Law, actually sought a wholesale restructuring of the state’s school
system. The law firmly embraced the concept of universal public
education, enacted a child labor law, revised the mode of local
school management by changing the makeup of the local school
boards, created the beginning of a system of county high schools,
and authorized an increase of the levy on property to twenty cents
on every one-hundred-dollars assessed valuation. There was the
immediate boast that the Sullivan Law was revolutionary. It was
said, “This is the new school system, and it is big with possibilities.
We believe it marks the beginning of a new era in educational life
and growth in Kenrucky.”

Coupled with the new legislation were the two “Whirlwind”
campaigns conducted by the Education Commission of Kentucky
to arouse public support for the projected new system of schools.
Beyond this, developments in public education nationally had
contributed materially to setting the course of educational progress
in Kentucky.

Among the changes made by the recent law were moving
toward consolidating school districts, resorting to compulsory
attendance, adopting uniform textbooks, upgrading teache
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training and certification, and emphasizing the quality of school-
houses and instructional equipment.

As indicated, a serious weakness in the Kentucky educational
effort was the casual attendance—or nonattendance—of children
of school age. The Sullivan Law required children between the
ages of seven and fourteen who lived in first- to fourth-class towns
and cities to attend full school
terms. Inherent in the law was
a realization that compulsory..
attendance was for most rural
Kentuckians unenforceable.
The nature of farming,
changeable weatherconditions,
inadequately heated school-
houses, and muddy roads, plus
local school politics and com-
munity rows, all had a bearing
on school attendance. There
may not have been an official
anywhere in Kentucky in 1908
who would have fined parents
for failing to send their chil-
dren to school.

Moving Education into
the Modern World

World War I was a distinct watershed in both the history and
the philosophy of education in the United States. The nation
suffered a rude shock when the results of military intelligence tests
revealed a frighteningly low level of literacy among recruits and
draftees. Kentuckians made poor showings in these tests. The war
ushered in a new scientific age, especially in the fields of industry,
agriculture, engineering, medicine, and especially chemistry. The
postwar vears brought a far grearer demand for education than
Kentuckians had ever known.

Closely allied with the cause of education was the crusade to
improve public roads. The Kentucky General Assembly in 1912
authorized the creation of a department of highways but made

Figure 18.2 A one-room
school in Chio Counry and
its studenys in 1909
(Kenzucky Historical
Sociery) .
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only minimal provisions for financing the building of roads. In
1916, and just before the United States entered World War [, the
Congress of the United States enacted a federal highway law that
gave fresh impetus to Kentucky’s road improvement efforts. All
of these changes made greater demands on the state to reconsider
the quality of its schools and to give serious attention to consoli-
dating schools and enforcing attendance laws.

Kentucky in 1918 was faced with dual educational challenges
—providing schooling for a rapidly growing schoal age population

and breaking the granite barriers of illiteracy and functional =

illiteracy. Statisticians estimated in 1920 that there were still
130,000 totally illiterate males in the stare, as compared with
208,084 in the previous decade. On the general education front,
Dr. Leonard P. Ayers, a specialist hired by Kentucky to study
comparative school systems, said that Kentucky had dropped ro
thirtyfifth in education among the states in 1890 and to forty-
fifth in 1918. Publication of this fact was shocking to the public,
and provoked still another survey of the school system.

An education commission was appointed in 1921 to make a
searching survey of the Kentucky schools and to recommen
means by which Kentucky could rescue itself from its embarrass-
ingly low position on the national educational scale. After fin-
ishing its investigation, the commission observed, “It must be
apparent that the improvement of the schools of Kentucky re-
quires better organization and administration, better trained teach-
ers, larger school units, longer school terms, and more liberal
financial support.” This statement largely epitomized the history
of public education in Kentucky up to 1930.

A second commission, organized in 1933, was given the
mandate to make an intensive survey of rhe Kentucky public
school and college systems. At the outset, this new commission
observed that a serious concern was the outworn constitutional
requirement that the superintendent of public instruction be
chosen by popular vote every four years. Kentucky voters, however,
persistently refused to approve an amendment to the constitution
thar would make this office an appointive one. Actually only a
small minority of Kentuckians ever read the commission’s report
or had even a glimmer of an idea of the qualifications, or lack of
qualifications, of candidates for the office. The constitution itself
set no professional standards for this officer.
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Slipping through the Cracks

How would it feel to live in a world where there were no means of written commu-
nication! Most of us could not imagine a world where simple tasks such as writing a
grocery list or filling out a job application were virtually impossible. But that is the
world in which many illiterate Kentuckians live today.

In the early 1980s, the U.S. Bureau of Census found that only half of all
Kentuckians had graduated from high school. Kentucky was the lowest ranked state
out of all fifty states. Although we have improved since then, there is still a prob-
leni. Some Kentuckians can only read or write below the sixth grade level, causing
them serious problems in daily living.

The person who cannot read or write cannot apply for a driver’s license alone.
He or she cannot register to vote or apply for any public assistance without help.
The embarrassment of asking for help is sometimes hard to overcome. Although
most Kentucky counties have some type of literacy program, that does not insure
participation. Many illiterate people have had enough education that they should
have at least basic skills. But they have slipped through the cracks of the Kentucky
educational system.

IHiteracy has become a way of life for many of these Kentt.uckians., They have
grown accustomed to living with the hidden shame. Many pass their lack of skills to
the next generation. The children of illiterate parents often fall victim to the same
circumstances. They are rarely given. books or other reading materials. Therefore,
they are slower at learning and become dtscouraged This is part of the llhteracy
cycle. -
People who are rejected by the system often end up in an awkward position.
They cannot fill out job applications; therefore, they do not work. They cannor fill
out medical forms, so they are denied proper care. Without an adequate education,
they are rejected and ridiculed by society. Fear of society’s reaction causes these
people to hide the truth from the world. They even hide it from their loved ones.

Many of us know someone who cannot read or write. We may not realize it,
but illiteracy affects us all. The illiteracy problem in Kentucky, as well as in the
nation, will stay until we decide to make changes. We can all work together to find
a solution to this staggering problem; that is the only way that it can be solved.

Nancy Armstrong
Murray, Kentucky

Paradoxically, the Kentucky General Assembly in 1920 en-
acted a law making the county school superintendents’ positions
appointive rather than elective. In its final report in 1933, the
education commission recommended a suonger emphasis on
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school administration, vastly improved instruction, new objec-
tives for public education, a revision and simplification of the
mass of school laws, reorganization of the state school board of
education, a radical reduction of the number of one-room schools,
and—most fundamental of all-—a vastly increased amount of
financial support for schools. Of all the surveys and reports made
on public education in Kentucky since 1822, the one in 1933 was
the most searching and profound.

Members of the commission were highly competent and, from - )
‘educational and professional: experiences, were able to state
philosophical as well as practical objectives for Kentucky’s public
education endeavors. Kentucky’s public education effort was at a
crisis stage in 1933. That year, James H. Richmond, superinten-
dent of public in-
struction, intro-
duced his annual
report with the
doleful lament that
“twenty years ago.
Kentucky sto.
fortieth among the
states ineducational
ranking. Today she
is still fortieth! It is
true that great
progress has been

Figure 18.3 An carly made in pUb lic
school bus in Maysville in education in Kentucky, but it has been no greater than that made
1940 (Kenrucky Historical R . .

Society) throughout the nation. In other words, we have simply ‘held our

own.’” Superintendent Richmond made this statement in the
midst of the Great Depression, which had a biting effect on every
aspect of Kentucky life.

The intensity of the Grear Depression had hardly subsided
before the world was once again involved in war. Like the first
world conflict, the second one was to have an enormous bearing
on American public education and certainly upon that of Ken-
tucky. Not only did the old technological and scientific chal-
lenges of World War I remain, the new conflict pushed back
broader frontiers of science, comrnunicarion, transportation, and
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communication than mankind had ever known. Beyond this,
Americans developed a much broader perspective on the place of
their nation in world affairs. The returning GIs in 1945 brought
home from two warfronts a more challenging attitude toward
education than Kentucky had ever experienced in its long history.
Likewise, at home, the war effort demanded trained personnel, a
demand that continued in peacetime. If World War [ had intro-
duced an age of modern science and new modes of doing things,
World War [1 ushered in an era of almost instant communication,
electronics, physics, and nuclear power. After 1945, Kentuckians,
as well as Americans in general, stood in new sociological, intel-
lectual, and technical relationships in their postwar society. No
Kentuckian, no matter how remote a spot he or she lived in,
~escaped the impact of the new age.

Education after 1945 became one of America’s prime con-
cerns. As noted earlier the chairman of the education commit-
tee of the 1849 constitutional convention wrote in a preamble,
which was not adopted, that Kentucky should provide an efficient
education to every school-age child. Delegates to the 1890 con-
vention resurrected this statement by writing the word efficient
in section 183 of the new constitution. This ideal, however, was
never met.

Kenrtucky voters in 1941 approved an amendment to section
183 of the constitution permitting a more equitable distriburion
of funds. The idea of equalization of educational opportunity
persisted, but it was never put into universal practice. Again in
1949, Kentucky voters approved a constitutional amendment
that permitted 25 percent of the school funds to be allotted to tax-
poor districts. A third amendment was added in 1953 that nul-
lified distribution of funds on a per capita basis, and, the next year,
the General Assembly enacted an equalization law that prepared
the way for what was called a minimum foundation program.

Since 1938, most of the legislation pertaining to public schools
dealt with finances, teacher training and certification, the cur-
riculum, the composition of school boards and districts, and
changing educational objectives. Little or no progress was made
in that era in actually enabling Kentucky to forge ahead in its
standing in the national statistical tables measuring educational
progress.

291
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Aside from the eternally
nagging issue of educational sta-
tus was that of educating the
black population. This issue had
troubled Kentucky since the Civil
War. Almost asamatterof course,
black schools were given only
meager support. Many legisla-
tors and property owners in
Kentucky conrended that black
schools should be supported by
taxes levied on black property.
in 1904, the General Assembly
further complicated the racial
imbalance in education in the

Figure 18.4 Studenss at

what is now Kentucky . . : .
State Unisersicy in {913 state; it enacted the infamous Day Law, which was flagrantly

(Kentucky Historical discriminatory. This law aimed principally at segregating Berea

Society}. College. Nevertheless, the law applied to the entire Kenrucky

educational system. Thus, a state that was trightfully near the
bottom of the national education statistical tables added to
burdens. In 1954, the United States Supreme Court handed dow,
its monumental decision in Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka.
This decision to all intents and purposes nullified segregation. As
a result of the court decision and legislative action, Kentucky for
the first time in its history had a truly universal systern of public
education for all races, but in no way were its problems lessened
by the fact.

The stigma of adverse statistical comparisons, the low level of

educational achievement, the gross inequities of support in at_

least sixty-six school districts in 1985 and the pressures of the
raptdly advancing technological age all produced a state of crisis
in the Kentucky public school system. In a lawsuit filed in the
Franklin Circuit Court in November 1985, sixty-six school dis-
tricts, seven boards of trustees, and twenty-two public school
students protested the inequirties of financial support. Circuit
Court Judge Ray Corns ruled in 1988 that the Kentucky General
Assembly was in violation of sections 183 and 186 of the Kentucky
constitution. On appeal, the Kentucky Supreme Courr ruled, in
June 1989, that the entire system of elementary and secondary
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schools was unconstitutional on the grounds that the General
Assembly had failed to provide an efficient system of public schools.
In response to the Supreme Court’s all-embracing decision,
the Kentrucky General Assembly in its 1990 session created a task
force of legislators, educational specialists, and administrative
officials to devise a new system of public education for the
commonwealth. The result of this body’s investigations was the
enactment of the omnibus law known as the Kentucky Education
Reform Act of 1990 {(House Bill 940). For at least the fourth time
in Kentucky’s educational history, the General Assembly re-
structured and set a new course for the operation of an efficient
system of public schools. None of the previous attempts at restruc-
turing, however, were so all-embracing as the reforms outlined in
‘House Bill 940. Kentuckians have high hopes for its results.

° e o - B v & o e a a = 2 a a s -

Summary

Kentuckians during the past two centuries have responded in
various ways to their educational challenges. There have been
peaks of accomplishments but far too many valleys of mediocrity.
No truly great educational statesman has emerged in the past to
define clearly the role of the public schools in the advancement
of the social, cultural, and economic welfare of the commonwealth.
With changing conditions of Kentucky society, and with recur-
ring demands for more imaginative approaches to promoting
human welfare, the Kentucky General Assembly in 1990 setanew
and more certain course for public education. Both internal and
external social and economic pressures have mandated the raising
of educational standards well beyond the historic ones of earlier
agrarian-rural years. The legislators took seriously the consritu-
tional provision to afford an efficient educational opportunity to
every school-age child in Kentucky. There is even reflected in the
most tecent legislation a sensitivity to the fact that much of the
state’s employment-age population must be given further train-
ing. Whatever changes the future may bring, it will ever be
important to understand the past in order ro point a certain course
to Kentucky’s educational future,
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Today and Tomorrow

Al Smith

A “Place-Bound” State

Throughout much of the last fifty years, cars from other sates
traveled the highways ro eastern Kentucky each weekend. From
cities like Akron, Detroit, and Cincinnati, like fireflies strung
along a matrix of wires, the cars crawled south on Friday nigh
a trail of families heading “home.”

They represented thousands of families who had to leave their
homes because they could not make ends meet in the hard-luck
coal fields of Appalachian Kentucky. They wound up in the
industrial belt cities of the Northeast—the nearest place they
could find jobs. Yet, each weekend many were drawn back to
where they were born and raised, where they felr they belonged.
Freedom from the shackles of economic austerity—in the form of
a job—had done little to free them from their longing for home.

Indeed, Kentucky has been characterized by many as a “place-
bound” state, and people of all regions of the state feel a deep
affinity for their roots—so much so thar the majority of them
never leave, and those who do often keep strong ties to the area.
Most who go are from the state’s rural areas—such as the torty-
nine Appalachian counties and the state’s westernmost reaches-—
with longstanding economic problems: huge coal and timberho Idings
in the hands of absentee owners; farm communities unable to
sustain an agrarian way of life in an industrialized society; a tax
base too small to pay for adequate local government services.

Kentucky’s urban cities have known relative prosperity. Lou-
isville, Lexington, and northern Kentucky—the so-called “Golde
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Triangle™have developed diversified economies flexible enough
to change along with the rest of the nation.

Yet the state has been barely gaining in population recently,
as the 1990 census reported, because of a decline in births or out-
migration. In the 1980s, the commonwealth registered an increase
of less than 1 percent. Kentucky's total population in 1990 was
3,685,296, which ranked twenty-third among the states. The toral
United States population grew by 9.8 percent in the years between
1980 and 1990. Compared to other states, Kentucky's economic
growth has been slow. Per capita (per person) income in 1988 was
$12,822, making Kentucky forty-second nationally.

High adult illiteracy, health problems associated with pov-
erty, an overreliance on depressed industries such as coal and

~distilleries or on low-wage industries like textiles, and poorly
funded public schools with a daunting dropout toll have all been
causes of despair.

As we look toward Kentucky's future, however, there is a
reason to hope that life will ger better. In 1989, the state’s
elementary and secondary educational system was declared un-
constitutional. The court decision prompted sweeping legislation
to overhaul the schools. Nationally Kentucky was perceived as
leading the country in innovative approaches to school restruc-
turing. Thanks to a $1.3 billion tax increase, the schools had the
money to improve. Also, foreign investors, primarily the Japanese
automakers, were creating new jobs and tax revenues. It was
apparent that the Japanese auto transplants, led by Toyota, were
thriving in the Bluegrass State.

So where is Kentucky going? Let us look first at where we are
today.

Facing the Problems of a
Changing World

We begin with the state’s people. Kentucky's racial composition
in 1990 remained unchanged from 1980. Ninety-two percent of
the population was white. Blacks made up 7.1 percent. And less
than 1 percent of the population was made up of Hispanics and
other minorities.
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According to the Kentucky State Data Center at the Univer-
sity of Louisville, more than half of Kentucky’s counties (65 of
120) lost population during the past decade. The same was true
for only four counties during the 1970-1980 period.

Of nine counties that declined by more than 10 percent during
the past decade, all but one—Ballard, in the Jackson Purchase on
the Mississippi River—were in the eastern part of the state.
Jefferson, the state’s most populous county, where Louisville is

located, decreased by 2.9 percent. The 1990 population report .
- meant that Kentucky would lose one of its congressional seats, de-

creasing its number of seats in the House of Representatives from
seven to six, and would lose federal funding and influence in
Washington. These losses could cost jobs. Especially hard hit were
eastern and far western Kenrucky, Kentucky’s largest rural areas.

The mostalarming aspect of the 1990 census was the declining
birthrate. Appalachian Kentucky had 50,000 fewer people—but
not because that many left the region. While Kentucky’s adult
population increased by 6 percent, its youth population fell by 12
percent. Only one other state, West Virginia, had a lower fertilire
rate than Kentucky. For whatever reason, Kentucky couples
childbearing age were not having as many babies. Only 38 percent
of households in the state had children. If the trend holds, the
birthrate will be smaller than the death rate before 2010.

Teenagers having children has long been a problem in Ken-
tucky, but this rate is slowing. More babies are being born out of
wedlock, however, and there are more single-parent households,
meaning that more children are in poverty——about 30 percent.
The responsibility for raising those children, more often than not,
falls to single women. The father often either cannot or will not
help. The face of poverty in Kentucky, then, is a decidedly
feminine one. And a mother’s misery is ultimarely handed to her
children. One in six of Kentucky’s children is poor.

As the state’s population grows older and grayer, more of a
burden falls to a smaller pool of young people to provide a strong
economy. When children are mired in poverty, or their health and
education are neglected, we stunt tomorrow’s work force. The
children are our future. Providing for them and giving them a
chance are Kentucky’s greatest challenges. They are our real
“social security.” On the other hand, there is another challenge.
We must decide how much of our public resources (tax mone
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we will allocate to the needs of elderly Kentuckians—their health,
housing, and nursing home problems.

Joblessness is another dilemma facing Kentucky. It is impor-
tant to provide effective job tetraining to keep unemployment
low. New kinds of jobs must be created.

In Kentucky, “coal is king”—so the saying poes. But uneasy
is the throne. The state still has large coal reserves under the
Appalachian Mountains, but more machines and fewer miners dig

- - the coal. In the western coal fields especially, a high degree of

sulfur content emits pollution when burned. New clean-air laws,
while protecting our health, create market problems for the
commonwealth’s coal. Utility companies that burn coal for elec-
tricity want a cleaner coal and look for it in other states, such as
Wyoming.

Kentucky is also home to the Kentucky Derby, called the most
exciting two minutes in sports. But the horse industry itself is in
trouble. A recent study of the thoroughbred industry by University
of Kentucky economists said the industry is at risk becanse of rax
problems, poor attendance at the racetrack, and declining sale
prices for horses.

As Americans have become more health-conscious, cigarette
and tobacco sales have dropped. So has the income of the one
hundred thousand people who grow tobacco and other Kentuck-
ians who process and sell it. Farming in general is on the decline
as a source of jobs: once more, men and women are replaced by
machines. According to the U.S. Census of Agriculture, the num-
ber of Kentucky farms plummeted from 193,487 in 1954 t0 92,453
in 1987. The small farm and farmer cannot compete. Many small
towns are losing out to regional shopping centers; the growth of
chain discount stores in rural Kentucky takes its toll in family
businesses and Main Street services.

Tobacco itself is described as part of Kentucky's biggest health
problem. The state is above national averages for the incidence
of cancer, strokes, and heart disease. Some of that can be arcribured
to the high rate of poverty in Kentucky. For instance, six hundred
thousand people in Kentucky—or one-sixth of the population—
were without health insurance in the last decade, meaning many
Kentuckians have no way to pay for hospiralization or health care.

The scarcity of jobs in the mountains has discouraged many
men, who have quit locking for work altogether. More women are
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Figure 19.1 The
Humang Bulding in
Louisville {.Kentyg_kx :
Department of Travel
Development) .
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thus forced to provide for their families. They work, often at two
menial jobs, but manyattend community colleges to upgrade skills
for better jobs in the future.

Urban ghettos have a similar story: frustrated males roo often
abandon children to the care of hard-pressed mothers. For every
one hundred marriages in Kentucky in 1989, there were forty-one
divorces. Sociologists ponder how these facts affect family life and
values. At the turn of the century, Kentucky was still a largely

. rural state. Today, large rural pockets still exist in: Kencacky; bt

more people live in

urban areas than in rural areas of the state.

With farming and mining in decline,
rural Kentucky turns to texrile and other
manufacturing industries for jobs and money.
The state’s older industries retool, close, or
sell out. Without their jobs or new plants to
replace them, it is feared Kentucky will have
a work force of “hamburger flippers,” a fast-
food and retail economy, with long hours
and low wages.

Hope for Tomorrow

The picture is not without hope, however.
Kentuckians remain a proud people—proud
of their achievements, their colorful tradi-
tions, their natural resources, and the beauty
of their land.

Louisville, the state’s largest city, was
long considered a town of largely blue-collar
tactory workers. As many of those jobs dis-
appeared, the town was forced to diversify its
economy. Louisville has sought outside in-
dustry by emphasizing its attractiveness as a
mid-size metropolitan area with good schools,
arts and recreational programs, and low cost
ofliving. Humana, one of the nation’s largest
health-care companies, has its corporate
headquarters in Louisville. The company own:
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hospitals and has a growing health insurance business. Started in
the 1960s by two young Louisville lawyers, David Jones and
Wendell Cherry, Humana is an example of entrepreneurial vision
and energy in Kentucky, a successor to old-line firms like Belknap
Hardware and the L & N Railroad, and it has replaced them in
civic influence. It is also controversial at times in its competitive
quest ro dominate its markets.

Louisville—and, for the most part, Kentucky—escaped some
of the damaging effects of the 1990-91 recession. The state gained
28,000 new jobs in 1990. Lexington was one of the few cities thar
grew during the 1980s. It added more than 20,000 residents,
pushing its population to 204,165 in 1990. Developers have
sought to expand the Lexington skyline as well. The city actively
" courted light, outside industries, while also attempting to preserve
its lush green areas and horse farms, distinctive to the Bluegrass.
In northern Kentucky, which shares the Cincinnati economy,
Boone County led the state’s 1990 census with a 25.6 percent
population increase. In the 1980s, Northern Kentucky
University’s enrollment growth was the highest in the common-
wealth.

While anxiety over the future is widespread, in eastern Kentucky
there is some sense of hope, too. Homegrown entrepreneurs have
brought jobs and revenue to the region. Appalachian Computer
Services, a data-processing company, generates national sales
from London and other offices. From its London, Kentucky, op-
erations, ACS was promoted in the Wall Street Journal as an example
of productivity in the mountains. London itself stands out as a
center of creative capitalism: family entrepreneurs in the food,
coal, and contracting businesses proved what eastern Kentuck-
ians could do, given adequate infrastructure—in this case, flat
land for development, a network of good roads, a railroad, an
airport, and adequate utilities. In all of Appalachian Kentucky,
Laurel County, of which London is the county seat, led in
economic and population growth in the 1990 census.

Kentucky also has social entrepreneurs—folks who want to
improve the quality of life. Activists have organized in Appala-
chian Kentucky not only to fight government corruption but to
install a sense of civic pride. Groups such as Kentuckians for the
Commonwealth have challenged the powers-that-be on several
environmental problems in the region.
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Finally, fewer of Kentucky’s children are dropping out of high
school, and more than thirty thousand Kentuckians are enrolled
in the state’s fourteen community colleges. Many are parenits and
working people who are struggling to provide a better future for
themselves and their children. The state has also created g work
force cabinet to help create jobs.

Increased concern about educational attainment and the
interest of citizens who want something better for tomorrow are

_reasons to be optimistic about Kentucky’s furure. Much, however,
remains to be done. T

Kentucky Facing the Future

Kentuckians embraced the beginning of the nineteenth century
with the Great Revival of 1800, a religious awakening marked by
protracted camp meetings in which thousands of our early citizens
declared themselves “saved.” One hundred years later, followine
the Civil War and Reconstruction, a new century was ushered iy
with the assassination of a Kentucky governor.

The killing of William Goebel in January 1900 followed a
bitter election campaign in which Goebel first manipulated party
rivalries to win the Democratic nomination and then the state
legislature to count out his Republican opponent. Although he
was cut down before he could ever serve, Goebel was a new-style
politician—both populist reformer and ruthless machine boss.
At the end of the old century he was at the center of a battle for
political control of the state. His violent death—he was assassi-
nated in the courtyard of the capitol—may be seen as a metaphor
for resistance to change: he demanded reform of the influence of
Kentucky’s railroads and other “interests” on government, and he
was killed for it.

Change, however, came anyway.

Now, as we approach the dawn of the twenty-first century, the
one hundred years have transformed us from an agrarian society
to participants in a global economy. Our economic rivals and
trading partners are not other states in the union but other nations
of the world. United Europe emerges as a powerful economic
force, along with Japan, to compere economically with the United
States. '
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Internationalization of the U.S. economy has taken place
with such speed that some three-fourths of the products that we
make now face direct foreign competition. Kentucky coal is
challenged by coal from Colombia and Poland. Underwear and
other textiles made in southeastern Kentucky meer stiff compe-
tition from Hong Kong, Thailand, the Dominican Republic, and
China. Kentucky-made automobiles must be priced against cars
from Korea and Sweden.

The former Soviet Union and the Eastern European countries.

it once dominated turn to the United States and Europe for help
in rebuilding economies exhausted by Communism. China and
other industrializing countries seek technological and financial
assistance from the West.Where does Kentucky fit in?

We begin at the end. Aswe have noted, Kentucky’s traditional
industries—coal, tobacco, and the horse—are in decline. Yet
those industries will remain important to the state’s future. Coal
is still an important energy source, providing electricity to much
of the region. With increased competition from low-sulfur coal
in the West and other energy sources, however, the staic's po-
litical leaders must decide whether they want to aid the coal
industry with public money while at the same time encouraging
counties now solely dependent on coal to diversify.

Against declining domestic sales of cigarettes, tobacco com-
panies try to compensate with increased exports to developing
countries. This extends the sunset of the business, but it is
significant that the companies are vigorously pursuing nontobacco
businesses; they understand the realities of smoking and health.

The horse industry is still a vital asset, generating $5 billion
in income and 89,000 jobs for the state at the beginning of the
1990s. On the negative side, the once popular standardbred and
rrotting business isnow a minor contributor to Kentucky agricultural
economy. Thoroughbred racing hasan uncertain future. Although
there has been an increase in total amounts bet on horse racing
—because of intertrack wagering —there are also more gambling
options, such as lotteries and riverboats. And, although television
provides “big money” in sports, horse races do not attracr audi-
ences the size of those that watch foothall and other games.

Because a change in tax laws wiped out “loopholes” for writing
off losses, the ownership of horse farms no longer carries the
special economic incentives for rich investors that it once did.
The early 1990s were a bleak time for racing as dozens of farms
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were put up for sale and
some of the industry’s most
famous farms were closed.
Still, Kentuckians will
not be able to depend as
much on those industries
in the future. Many leaders
have realized this fact and
have sought to do some-
thing about it. During the -
administration of Gover-
nor Martha Layne Collins,
1983-87, the state offered
a $135 million incentive
package to the Japanese to
locate a Toyota automo-
bile plantin Scott County.

Figure 19.2 The Toyota e . ;
automobile plant in Scors Within five years, that offer had resulted in a $3.5 billion overall

County (Toyota Mator automotive investment in Kentucky. As we began the 1990s, the

M ing, US.A.). . )
amfacturing ) spin-off from Toyota was seventy auto-related plants employir

23,000 people in Kentucky. Toyota’s success says a great deai
about Kentucky's work force. In 1990 Kentuckians produced the
Toyota Camry, which American consumers said in a survey was
the most satisfying, trouble-free car on the market. That car was
made by Kentuckians who five years earlier had never been in an
automobile plant.

The partnership between Japan and Kentucky is still growing.
To exploit the potential, the state opened an international de-
velopment office in Tokyo. Other industrial development in new
directions focuses on airport hubs in the “Golden Triangle” and
paper mills along the Ohio River. Governor Collins’s successors
promised more interest in creating jobs outside the major cities
and sought investments from other countries, notably Germany.

Kentucky should revitalize some of its older industries such as
tourism and timber. The state has 11.9 million acres of commer-
cial forest—much of it in the Appalachian region. While Ken-
tucky generates about $850 million a year from timber, Tennessee’s
13 million acres produce $3.4 billion. Some of the difference can
be atrributed to the fact that Tennessee adds value to its wood by
making it into furniture; Kentucky exports raw lumber. Kentucks



TODAY AND TOMOREROW - 303

has a nationally recognized parks and recreation system, which
critics believe has been neglecred. Miles of beautiful streams,
lakes, and protecred forest lands could be a boon to the state’s
economy. They have been in the past, but it can be argued that
we have rested on our laurels instead of pursuing new strategies
to attract more tourists, especially foreigners.

To create more jobs, Kentucky must provide a better-educated
work force. As noted in 1990, Kentucky led the nation in edu-
cation reform—at least restructuring. With Governor Wallace
Wilkinson in agreement, the state legislature passed the Kentucky
Education Reform Act. The landmark piece of legislation—and
$1.3 billion tax increase to fund it—provides for more direct

parent-teacher management of schools, restricts political influ- Figure 19.3 Memorial Hall

~ence, measures pupil performance, and sets up counseling and o e University of Kentucky

health centers for poor children and other innovative programs — (Kentucky Deparment of
Travel Development) .

that could push the state to the fore in secondary
and elementary education in America.

Kentucky's citizens must realize that reform
—true reform, at least—takes time. Succes: in
changing what the courts said was an inadequate
and inequitable school system will require the
strong leadership of future governors and the
commitment of legislators.

In higher education there was progress as
well. In 1990, 58 percent of our high school
graduates went to college——the highest figure of
any state in the South. The message that educa-
tion is economic development is finally coming
across. Enrollment at the state’s community colleges
was bursting at the seams, reaching record levels.
Many were the “nontraditional” older students
seeking new skills.

The University of Kenrucky, the state’s flag-
ship institution of higher learning, has improved
its curriculum, research programs, and service
outreach. At UK. and the University of Louis-
ville, selective admissions programs called for higher grades for
students entering the universiries. The state’s regional universities
quickly demanded the same and agreed to coordinate their programs
more efficiently.
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Among Kenrucky's attractions for industry and business is its
location. The state is within a day’s driving distance of most of
the eastern seaboard’s big cities. The new “work force” cabinet
promotes retraining, vocational education, and employment ser-
vices for new businesses.

The state’s boosters cite the success of modern entrepreneurs,
including the Humana company and Kentucky Fried Chicken.
John Y. Brown, Jr., who bought KFC from founder Harland
Sanders, used his business success to help him win the race for..

~governor in 1979. Wallace Wilkinson did the same with his
textbook company in 1987. Ashland Oil's founder, the late Paul
Blazer, was perhaps the most important entrepreneur in the early
years afrer World War II. His company continues to head the list
of Kentucky-based corporations.

Of the many Kentuckians who have been enriched by coal,

a few, such as the late B.F. Reed of Drift in Floyd County, have
been recognized for philanthropy. Reed, who died in the 1980s,
was given an honorary doctorate by Morehead Srate University
for his support of education and efforts to promote region=!
cooperation for economic development. Not many coal dev
opets have been so recognized—arguably because coal operators
are seldom found in the vanguard of those who strive for the
betterment of eastern Kenrucky.

One story of success in health care—notable because it in-
volves entrepreneurs in the coal fields— is that of Dr. Lomon C.
Trover’s Regional Health Center in Madisonville. The Trover
center may be one of Kentucky’s best examples of enlightened
self-interest. Started as a group practice in 1953, it enabled its
founders, two Trover brothers and three friends, to practice
different specialties of medicine together, and in the Trovers's
horae county. From small clinic to irposing center with 100 doctors
and 2,000 support people, it evolved into a widely recognized
leader in rural medicine. As an exemplary model of how to deal
with challenges (in this case, rapidly developing technology), and
change (government and business programs for health care), the
Trover experience can guide other Kentucky business leaders who
confront uncertainty at century’s end.

Perhaps inspired by the Trover example, Hopkins County
native Lee Todd, a U.K. engineering alumnus who did graduate
work at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and then car
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back to UK. to teach, has campaigned to increase the state's
support of business and technology. After successful start-ups of
two high-tech businesses of his own, Dr. Todd sold one of them
to the giant Hughes Company. Then he persuaded the Hughes
display products division to build a plant for it in Lexington at a
new research park on U.K.’s Coldstream Farm. Dr. Todd calls for
increased commitment of government and private money (capiral)
to assist developers of technology in Kentucky. Because he is our
best-known technology entrepreneur, Dr. Todd is respected in
Frankfort, where the state has started a technology council with
Todd as chairman. ‘

[s lack of risk capital, “seed money,” for new business ventures
of all kinds holding back Kentucky? Not in the experience of this
writer, who built a small newspaper company with loans from rural
banks in five different towns. But an oft-heard complaint against
absentee ownership of natural resources, such as coal, is that lictle
of the benefits of this wealth is reinvested in the region, mostly
Appalachia, where capital for other businesses is in short supply.

Another argument is that conservative Kentucky waited too
long to unbuckle its restrictive banking laws. That delay plus
tederal deregulation in the 1980s left Kentucky in the 1990s with
no major Kentucky-based regional banks, such as North Carolina’s
Nations Bank of Charlotte.

Along with the sale to out-of-state ownets of once dominant
Louisville banks like Citizens Fidelity and First Kentucky, the
1980s and 1990s also marked the sale, or just the end, of many
regionally famous Kentucky-owned businesses. No more Begley’s
drugstores. No more Byck’s. No more Belknap. Media companies
from other stares ranged across Kentucky, gobbling up newspapers
and television and radio stations. The sale of the Louisville
Courier-Journal by the Bingham family in 1986 ended 120 years
of local control of a paper that once ranked as one of the ten best
in the United States.

Necessary Changes for the Future

O hundred yearsago, Kenruckiansredrafted their constitution
as an exercise in modernity. They tried, but they gave usa charter
that has long been criticized as too cumbersome and archaic for

305



36 - OUR KENTUCKY

the twentieth century. What will the 1990s do for the twenty-first
century’

Some of today’s Kentuckians are as cager as those of 1891 for
governmental reform and a new constirution. Our generation,
however, approaches revision with most of our business and
financial institutions in transition, our media voices in service to
distant corporate owners, and our traditional agrarian perspectives
of less consequence.

'This is a state of old-time religionists, of people who uphold: .
the Great Book, the Bible, as Holy Word; but when it came to
our principles or our pockethook, berween taxes and gambling, in
1988 we voted for gambling—we legalized the lottery. Five per-
cent of our voters supported a 1991 candidate for governor who
wanted to legalize marijuana. Kentucky changes.

A revised constitution for twenty-first-century Kentucky is
likely to be drafted. It will serve Kentuckians who have been
industrialized, centralized, secularized, and globalized. Whatshould
it say! )

One issue on the horizon is succession, allowing governors *
serve a second four-year term. There is also a movement to mery
or eliminate outmoded constitutional offices such as treasurer,
secretary of state, commissioner of agriculture, and railroad
commissioner. Another kind of merger—at rthe local level of
government—seems almost unthinkable, but it is discussed: merg-
ing counties. Kentucky’s 120 counties are, undoubtedly, too
many. There are simply too many counties to provide adequate
funding for service and infrastructure needs such as schools,
police, fire protection, garbage collection, and a number of other
services. Only two states—Georgia and Texas—have more coun-
ties than Kentucky, but which of ours would welcome the wrecker's
ball at the courthouse door?

Rather than wait for constitutional changes to force counties
to merge, these “Little Kingdoms” might consider merging their
services with those of other counties. Regional rather than local
landfills and jails could become models for other services such as
fire and police protection and tax collections.

A similar approach was taken by the legislature when it gave
up trying to repeal the constitutional office for an elected su-
perintendent of public instruction. The legislature instead handed
the mission of supervising the reform of Kentucky’s education-
system to a new office—an appointed commissioner of educatiori-
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Something will have to be done about the state’s depressingly
low voter turnout; only 30 percent of the registered voters showed
up to vote in the May 1991 gubernatorial primaries. Some observ-
ers blamed the problem on too many elections in Kentucky and
called for spacing them out. Another more deeply rooted problem
is the lack of faith and trust in elected officials. Citizens feel that
their votes do not count. Proposals have been made to change the
way we conduct elections in Kentucky, most notably by reforming
the way candidates pay for their campaigns. Despite its relatively
small population, Kentucky had two of the country’s most expensive
governor's races in 1987 and 1991; about $14 million was spent
in the 1991 primaries. There are proposals to limit the amount
of contributions candidates for office can accept, especially if they

“agree to partial public financing of their campaigns.

With the rise of “rich amateurs” in politics—wealthy office-
seekers who bypassed political parties—the Republican and
Democratic organizations seemed less important. Instead of
courthouse rallies and stump speeches, quick TV advertisements
became the norm. [ssues that the public needed to know about
were inadequately covered.

In the absence of serious issue-oriented political party lead-
ership, other Kentuckians have taken it upon themselves to
sponsor social, environmental, and educational reform. The
Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence has been a strong
advocate for better schools. A group called Forward in the Fifth
workeddiligently to help education in the state’s Fifth Congression-
al District, one of the poorest in the country.

Groups such as the Shakertown Roundtable and the Center
for Public Issues have also promoted a social agenda for change
in Kentucky. Outreach groups such as U.K.’s Appalachian Center,
the Brushy Fork Instirute at Berea College, and the Fastern
Kentucky Leadership Conference have worked to make life bet-
ter in Appalachia.

Kentuckians for the Commonwealth and the Kentucky Re-
sources Council have fought vigorously for environmental re-
form, notably to curb mining abuses and to tax unmined coal.
Kentucky has long had problems with the ravaging effects of strip
mining, but the state also must deal with environmental hazards
such as landfills, as well as water and air pollution from factories
and farm chemicals. The poet, novelist, and essayist Wendell
Berry of Henry County is an eloquent voice for environmental
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reform. No politician equals Berry as a champion of the small
farmer, and perhaps none would want to, since he also fights the
agri-business interests that he thinks ultimately hurt the land and
its people.

It was Berry’s friend, Whitesburg lawyer Harry Caudill, who
brought world attention to Kentucky in the 1960s and to the
plight of Appalachia with his book, Night Comes to the Cumberlands.
Caudill, the foe of uncontrolled strip mining, was eventually

recognized as a great moral force and an example of what inde- L

pendent citizens of courage and conviction can do to influence
others. He no doubt inspired many Kentuckians who have become
activists in citizen causes.

The training of citizen leaders has virtually become a“movement”
itself in our state. Any conclusion about Kentucky’s future must
notoverlook the potential of Leadership Kentucky, the Governor’s
Scholars program, East Kentucky Leadership Conference, and
leadership training in individual towns. We have already seen the
impact of KFTC (Kentuckians for the Commonwealth) and the
Prichard Committee.

Recognized for its innovation as a statewide network, Ke
tucky Educational Television is reaching out ro educate and
inform the commonwealth. KET has now linked most schools to
its satellite classes, and its public affairs programs have provided
robust debate and insight on issues confronting Kentucky.
Electronically, KET can bring master teachers to every classtoom
and conduct town hall forums for citizens without their having
to leave their own homes.

The state also has two nationally recognized newspapers in the
Lexington Herald-Leader and the Louisville Courter-Journal. Both
have often led the fight for needed reforms—both pohtlcaily and
educationally—in Kentucky.

Thus, despite Kentucky’s troubled past, there is reason to hope
for a brighter future. Our optimism may be attributed to several
bold, although long overdue, steps taken by Kentucky’s political
leaders—especially its legislators—and its citizens. Much more
effort is required to reap the harvest of recent gains. A final reason
to be optimistic about the state’s future lies in the steadfast loyalty
that Kentucky’s natives and longtime residents seem to have for
theirstate. There is something in Kentucky's beauty, its land, that
makes people stay, or brings them back. And, ultimately, it is -
Kentucky’s people that any hope for the furure must rest.



Student Essay

i SMiXihg}'?_f_éifevisié h_fd-{the- Classroom

I may seem unusual to have a television station housed in a high school but it is:
nothmg new to the students of Calloway County ngh School. The high school,
under the dlrectmn and #ifluence of Larry England teacher of speech communica-
tion, estabhshed WCSD -TV:28 in 1985. For several Years, studénts have had the
opportunity.to experience work in a real relevision station.

- Larry England thought something was missing from the school something
.. that could get the community involved with the high school. After dlscussing the
wideaofe tabhshmg thie. television station in theé: school with members of the

- Calloway Count:y Board of Education England dec;ded to start from the bottom
with biasic equipment and a channel on the local cable television company. This
_would enable the students in the television class to broadcast news, weather, and
_sports, mcludmg home football and basketball games:

Over thf: years, TV 28 developed more as a professional television station
through new equipment and broadcast interviews with influential people. Along
with local political officials, several state governient officials have been inter-
viewed at the station. Carroll Hubbard, a Kentucky Representative to Congress;
Steve Beshear, 2 candidate for Kentucky governor; and Governor Wallace G.
Wilkinson are some of the more famous guests who have been interviewed by

: _students Durmg locai and state elections, student broadcasts kept the public
informied abaut the results of the polls. e :

“The television station has added 50 much'to’ the school not only to my
classes. Schooi assemblies and sports events ¢an be seen. by the parents and relatives
of the students It is such a great learning tool and ‘opens many doors to future
careers'in telewslon for these students,” stated England In his communications
'ciasses, England integrates the station with his currlculum As part of his or her
~ term’ grade,:each student must perform a livenews broadcast conduct an interview,
“and produce his or heér own public service announcement for-t1se oni the television'
station;’ The student may go out into the- county and collect video footage for use in
his or her own program or news segment.-Said England ‘It improves their aware-
ness of the i importance of communication in today's society.”

_ WCSD (Calloway Speech Department) now has two.channels, one on the

“gity cable system and one on the county cable system This-allows all parents and
mterested mdtwduais the opportumity to view what is happening at school and in
the classroom. Calloway County High School is extremely lucky 1o have a televi-
sion station in the school. It is a wonderful gift to the entire community.

Lori Altison England
Murray, Kenncky




310 -

OUR KENTUCKY

Summary

Kentucky has evolved from a largely agrarian state to one that
must compete in a highly industrial nation and a global economy.
Kentucky's relatively stagnant population during the 1980s will
mean trouble for the state’s economic future, as there will be fewer
young Kentuckians joining the work force. Moreover, problems
with inadequate schoolsand an over reliance on depressed industries
such as coal and tobacco have meant low-paying or no jobs for
many. Yet in the midst of such problems, there are bright spots
that provide hope for the future—in particular, the large-scale
reform of Kentucky's elementary and secondary schools and
numerous political and citizen changes in Kentucky’s antiquated
and often corrupt political system.
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Kentucky Counties

FOUNDING PARENT COUNTY ORIGEIN OF
COUNTY DATE COUNTY SEAT COUNTY NAME
Adair 1802 Green Columbia Gen. John Adair, Indian
fighter, commander of
Kentucky troops at the
- Battle of New Orleans,
and Kentucky governor.
Allen 1815 Barren, Scottsville Col. John Allen, a
Warren Virginian and Indian
fighter, who was killed at
the River Raisin. .
Anderson 1827 Franklin, Lawrenceburg Richard Clough Ander-
Mercer, son, }r., a public official
Washington who died in 1826 while
enroute to Panama to
artend a congress of
South American States.
Ballard 1842 Hickman, Wickliffe Capt. Bland W. Ballard,
MeCracken an early Indian fighter.
Barren 1799 Green, Glasgow The Barrens, the name
Warren once given to the entire
prairie section of Ken-
rucky.
Bath 1811 Montgomery ~ Owingsville  Medicinal springs in the
county,
Bell 1867 Harlan, Pineville Joshua Fry Bell of
Knox Danville. It was first
known as “Jash Bell
County.”
Boone 1799 Campbell Burlington Daniel Boone.
Bourbon 1786 Fayetre Paris The roval house of

Bourhon of France,
which provided the
colonies with men and
money in the Revolution.
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Boyd

Boyle

Bracken

Breathitt

Breckinridge

Bullirt

Butler

Caldwell

Calloway

Campbell

1860

1842

1797

1839

1800

1797

1810

1809

1821

1795

Carter,
Greenup,
Lawrence
Lincoln,
Mercer,
Danville

Campbell,
Mason

Clay,
Estill,
Perry
Hardin

Jefferson,

Nelson

Logan,
Ohio

Livingston

Hickman

Harrison,
Mason,
Scott

Catlettsburg

Brooksville

Jackson

Hardinsburg

Shepherdsville

Morgantown

Princeton

Murray

Alexandpria,
Newp()rt

Linn Boyd, a longtime
resident of Kentucky
prominent in public life.
Judge John Boyle, chief
justice of the Kentucky
Court of Appeals for
nearly 17 years.

Named indirectly for
William Bracken, a
pioneer who sertled the
area. Big and Little
Creeks were named for
him, and the county took
its name from the creeks.
Gov. John Breathitt.

John Breckinridge, a
Virginian, Kenrucky
pioneer, and founder of
the Breckinridge family in
Kentucky.

Alexander Scotr Bullit
lieutenant governor of the
state the year Bullict
County was formed.

Gen. Richard Butler, a
Pennsylvanian who
served in the Revolution
and who was killed in St.
Clair’s defeat.

Gen. John Caldwell, a
Virginian who served
under Gen. George
Rogers Clark in the 1786
Indian expedition. He
was later lieutenant
governor of Kentucky.
Col. Richard Calloway,
one of the early settlers
of Kenrucky.

Col. John Campbell, an
Irishman, who at one
time held a Virginia land
grant of 4,000 acres



Carlisle

Carroll

Carter

Casey

Christian

Clark

Clay

Clinton

Crittenden

Cumberland

Paviess

1886

1838

1838

1807

1797

1793

1807

1836

1842

1799

1815

Ballard

Gallatin,
Henry,

- ‘Trimble

Greenup,
Lawrence

Lincoln

Logan

Bourbon,
Fayerte
Floyd,
Knox,
Madison

Cumberland,
Wayne

Livingston

Green

Ohio
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Bardwell

Carrollton

Grayson

Liberty

Hopkinsville

Winchester

Manchester

Albany

Marion

Burkesville

Owenshoro

adjoining the city of
Leuisville and who
served in the first
constitutional convention.
John Griffin Carlisle, a
prominent figure in the
public affairs of Kenrucky
and the narion.

Charles Carroll of
Carrollton, a signer of
the Declaration of
Independence.

Col. William G. Carter,
a state senator when this
county was formed.

Col. William Casey, a
Virginian who settled in
Kentucky for nearly a
half century.

Col. William Christian, a
Virginian who fought in
the Revolution. He was
killed by Indians in a
batde north of the Ohio
in 1786.

Gen. George Rogers
Clark of Virginia.

Gen. Green Clay, a
Virginian prominent in
Kentucky for nearly a
half century.

Gov. DeWitt Clinton of
New York.

John Jordan Crittenden,
senator and governor.
Cumberland River. The
name Cumberland was
tixed in Kentucky by Dr.
Thomas Walker when he
so named the grear range
of mountains thar now
separate the stare from
Virginia.

Maj. Joseph Hamilton
Daveiss, an attorney and
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Edmonson

Elliotr

Esrill

Fayetre

Fleming

Floyd

Franklin

Fulton

Gallatin

1825

1869

1808

1780

1798

1800

1795

1845

1799

Grayson,
Harr,
Warren
Carter,
Lawrence,
Morgan

Clark,
Madison

Kentucky
{(Virginia)

Mason

Fleming,
Mason,
Montgomery

Mercer,
Shelby,
Woodford
Hickman

Franklin,

Shelby

Brownsville

Sandy Hook

Irvine

Lexington

Flemingsburg

Prestonsburg

Frankfort

Hickman

Warsaw

troop commander under
Gen. William Henry
Hairisen in an Indian
expedition. He was killed
at the Battle of
Tippecanoe.

Capt. John Edmonson, a
victim at the Battle of
the River Raisin.

Judge John M. Elliow,
who was murdered while
a judge of the Court of
Appeals.

Capt. James Estill,
Virginian and sectler of
Estill’s Station. He was
killed by Indians in
1782.

Gen. Gilbert Mortier de
LaFayette, the French
marquis who fought in
the American Revalu-
tion. He made a memc
rable visit to what is no..
Fayette County.

Col. John Fleming, a
Virginian who settled
Fleming’s Station in
1790 in what is now
Fleming Counry.

Col. John Floyd, a
Virginian and one of the
early surveyors of
Kentucky.

Benjamin Franklin.

Robert Fulton, inventor
of the steamboat.

Albert Gallatin, a Swiss
native who became
secretary of the Treasury
under President Jefferson.
He was an authority on
North American Indians.



Garrard

Grant

Graves

Grayson

Green

Greenup

Hancock

Hardin

Harlan

Harrison

1797

1820

1824

1810

1793

1804

1829

1793

1819

1794

Lincoln,
Madison,
Mercer
Pendleron

Hickman

Hardin,
Ohio

Lincoln,
Nelson

Mason
Breckinridge,
Daviess,

Ohio

Nelson

Knox

Bourbon,
Scott
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Lancaster

Williamstown

Mayfield

Leitchfield

Greensburg

Greenup

Hawesville

Elizabethtown

Harlan

Cynthiana

James Garrard, a governor
of Kentucky.

Samuel Granr, who was
killed by Indians on the
notth bank of the Ohia,
opposite this county, in
1794,

Maj. Benjamin Graves, an,
officer in the War of 1812
and a victim of rhe Bartle
of the River Raisin.

Col. William Grayson,
who voted against the
ratification of the U.S.
Constitution, but who
was later elected to the
U.S. Senate from
Virginia.

Gen. Nathanael Greene,
a Rhode Islander and
hero of the Revoluiion.
Gov. Christopher
Greenup, who was elected
in 1804.

John Hancock, the first
signer of the Declararion
of Independence.

Col. John Hardin, a
Virginian who came to
Kentucky in 1786 and
who was killed in the last
of several expeditions he
fought in against Indians
in the country north of
the Ohio River.

Maj. Silas Harlan, a
Virginian and Indian
fighter under Gen.
George Rogers Clark. He
was killed in the Bartle of
Blue Licks.

Col. Benjamin Harrison,
a tegislator, public
official, and member of
the convenrion that
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Hart

Henderson

Henry

Hickman

Hopkins

Jackson

Jefferson

lessamine

"

Johnson

Kenton

1819

1799

1799

1821

1807

1858

1780

1799

1843

1840

Hardin,

Barren

Christian

Shelby
Caldwell,
Livingston

Henderson

Clay,
Estill,
Laurel,
Owsley,
Madison,
Rockeastle
Kenrucky
(Virginia)

Fayette

Floyd,
Lawrence,
Morgan

Campbell

Munfordville

Henderson

New Castle
Clinton

Madisonville

McKee

Louisville

Nicholasville

Paintsville

Independence,
Covington

hrar s

formed the first state
constitution.

Capt. Nathaniel G.T.
Hart who fought in the
War of 1812 and who
was killed by Indians
shortly after the Battle of
the River Raisin.

Col. Richard Henderson,
a Virginian who pur-
chased a large part of
Kentucky from the
Cherokee Indians and
who sertled
Boonesborough.

Patrick Henry.

Capt. Paschal Hickman,
a victim of the massacre
that followed the Bartle
of the River Raisin.
Gern. Samuel Hopkins, a
Virginian who fought in
the Revolution and |
settled on the Green
River.

Andrew Jackson,
president of the

United States.

Thomas Jefferson, author
of the Declararion of
Independence and third -
president of the United
States. :
Jessamine Creek, in turn
named for Jessamine
Douglas.

Col. Richard M. john-
son, Indian fighter,
congressman, and vice
president of the Unirted
States.

Gen. Simon Kenton, one
of the greatest of the
Kentucky pioneers.



Knott

Knox

Larue

Laurel

Lawrence

Lee

Leslie

Letcher

Lewis

Lincoln

Livingston

Logan

1884

1800

1843

1826

1822

1870

1878

1842

1807

1780

1798

1792

Breathirt,
Floyd,
Letcher,
Perry
Lincoln

Hardin

Clay,
Knox,
Rockeastle,
Whitley
Flovd,
Greenup
Brearthite,
Estill,
Owsley,
Wolfe
Clay,
Hartan,
Perry
Perry,
Harlan
Mason

Kentucky
{(Virginia)

Christian

Lincoln
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Hindman

Barbourville

Hodgenville

London

Louisa

Beateyville

Hyden

Whiteshurg

Vanceburg

Stanford

Smithiand

Russellville

Gov. ]. Proctor Knott,

Gen. Henry Knox, an
officer who fought in the
Battle of Bunker Hilfl.
John Larue, a Virginian
who settled Philiips Forr.
Laure] River.

Capt. James Lawrence, a
naval officer.
Gen. Robert E. Lee.

Gov. Preston H. Leslie.

Gov. Robert P. Letcher

Capt. Meriwether

Lewis, who commanded
the famed expedition up
the Missouri River,
across the Rockies and
down the Columbia
River to the Pacific.
Gen. Benjamin Lincoln,
a Virginian who fought
in the American Revolu-
tion.

Robert Livingston, a
New Yorker and signer of
the Declaration of
Independence.

Gen. Benjamin Logan, a
Virginian who

founded Logan’s Station
in Kentucky in 1775. He
was a member of the
convention thar formed
the first constitution of
Kentucky and also was a
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Lyon

McCracken

McCreary

Mclean

Madison
Magoffin

Marion

Marshall

Martin

Mason

1854

1825

1912

1854

1786

1860

1834

1842

1870

1789

Caldwell

Hickman

Pulaski,
Wayne,
Whitley
Daviess,
Muhlenberg,
Ohio

Lincoln

Floyd,
Johnson,
Morgan
Washington

Calloway

Floyd,
Johnson,
Lawrence,
Pike

Bourbon

Eddyville

Paduczh

Whitley Ciry

Calhoun

Richmond

Salyersville

Lebanon

Benton

Inez

Maysville

member of the Constitu-
ricnal Convention of
1799. .

Col. Matthew Lyon of
Vermont, Revolutionary
soldier and congressman.
He was reelected to
Congress while impris-
oned for remarks abour
the Alien and Sedition
Laws.

Capt. Virgil McCracken,
who was killed in the
Battle of the River
Raisin.

Gov. James B. McCreary

Judge Alney Mcl.ean,
longtime friend of Henry
Clay. The judge twice
cast the electoral ver- of
Kentucky for Clay -
president.

James Madison, fourth
president of the United
States.

Gov. Beriah Magoffin.

Gen. Francis Marion, the
South Carolinian who
became known as the
“Swamp Fox” during the
Revolution.

Supreme Court Justice
John Marshall, the grear

© jurist.

Col. John P. Martin, a
congressman and state
legislator from
Prestonsburg.

George Mason of
Virginia, a leader both i
his state and in the earh
United States.



Meade

Menifee

Mercer

Metcalfe

Monroe

Montgomery

Morgan

Muhlenberg

Nelsen

Nicholas

Ohio

1824

1869

1786

1860

1820

1797

1823

1799

1785

1800

1799

Breckinridge,
Hardin

Bath,
Monrgomery,
Morgan,
Powell,
Walfe

Linceln

Adair,
Barren,
Cumberland,
Green,
Monroe
Barren,

Cumberland
Clark

Bath,
Floyd
Christian,
Logan

Jefferson

Bourbon,
Mason

Hardin
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Brandenburg

Frenchburg

Harrodshurg

Edmonron

Tompkinsville

Mount
Sterling

West Liberry

Greenville

Bardstown

Carlisle

Hartford

Capt. James Meade, wha
fought in the Battle of
Tippecanoe and who was
killed in the Batde of
the River Raisin.
Congressman Richard H.
Menefee, a brilliant
artorney.

Gen. Hugh Mercer of
Virginia, who was killed
in the Battle of
Princeron in the Revalu-
tion. A native of Scot-
land, he fought on the
losing side of the Bagtle
of Culloden before
coming to America.
Gov. Thomas Metcalfe,
who also served as ‘
congressman and senator.

President James Monroe.

Gen. Richard Monrgom-
ery, an Irishman who
fought in the Revolution.
He commanded an
attack on Quebec and
was killed by the only
gun fired by the enemy
during the artack on the
town.

Gen. Daniel Morgan,
officer of the Revolurion.
Gen. Peter Muhlenberg,
who fought in the
Revolution.

Gen. Thomas Nelson of
Virginia.

George Nicholas, one of
the most famous lawyers
of the early days in
Kentucky.

Ohio River.
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Oidharn

Owen

Owsley

Péndléton

Perry

Pike

Powell

Pulaski

Robertson

Rockcastle

Rowan

1824

1819

1843

1799

1821

1822

1852

1799

1867

1810

1856

Henry,
Jefferson,
Shelby
Franklin,
Gallarin,
Scott,
Pendleron

Breathitr,
Clay,
Estill
Bracken,
Campbell

Clay,
Flovyd

Floyd

Clark,

Estill,
Montgomery
Green,
Lincoln

Bracken,
Harrison,
Mason,

Nicholas

Knaox,
Lincoln,
Madison,
Pulaski

Fleming,

LaGrange

Owenton

Booneville

Falmouth

Hazard

Pikeville

Stanton

Somerset

Mt Oliver

Mt. Vernon

Morehead

Col. William Oldham, a
Virginian killed during
St. Clair’s defeat in 1794.
Col. Abraham Owen, a
Virginian who settled in
Kentucky and was killed
at the Bartle of
Tippecanoe.

Gov. William Owsley,
who was also prominent
as a judge.

Judge Edmund
Pendleton, presiding
officer of the Virginia
Court of Appeals and a
congressman from
Virginia.

Commadore Oliver
Hazard Perry, naval
commander at the Bactle
of Lake Erie in 18132,
Gen. Zebulon Montgr
ery Pike, one of the ¢
explorers of the West.
He was killed ar York in
Upper Canada in 1813,
Gov. Lazarus W, Powell.

Gen. Joseph Pulaski, the
Polish count who fought
in the Revolution. He
was mortatly wounded in
fighting in Savannah in
1779,

Judge George Roberrson,
chief justice of the Court
of Appeals in rhe
controversy between the
Old Court and the New
Court.

Rockeastle River.

Judge John Rowan, on



Russeil

Scott

Shelby

Simpson

Spencer

Taylor

Tedd

Trigg

Trimble

15826

1792

1792

1819

1824

1348

1820

1820

Morgan

Adair,
Cumberland,
Wayne

Woodford

Jefferson

Allen,
Logan,
Warren

Bullite,
Nelson,
Shelby

Green
Christian,
Logan
Caldwell,

Christian

Gallatin,
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Jamestown

Georgetown

Shelbyville

Franklin

Taylorsville

Campbeliis-
ville

Elkron

Cadiz

Bedford

of the state’s greatest
attorneys.

Col. William Russell, an
Indian fighter who took
part in the Bartle of
Tippecanoce and who,
after the Battle of Fallen
Timbers, succeeded Gen.
Harrison in command of
the troops in that region,
Gen. George Scort, a
Virginian who fought in
the Revolution and whao
in 1808 was elected
governor of Kentucky.
Gov. Isaac Shelby, an
officer in all operations
on the frontier and later
in the Revolution. As
governor he commanded
part of Gen. Harrison's
army in the War of
1812.

Capt. John Simpson, a
Virginian who fought at
the Battle of Fallen
Timbers in 1794 and
who was among those
killed at the Battle of the
River Raisin.

Capt. Spear Spencer,
who fell at the Bartle of
Tippecanoe.

President Zachary
Taylor.

Col. John Todd, an
Indian fighter who was
killed in the Bartle of
Blue Licks.

Col. Stephen Trige, who
established Trigg's
Station on Cane Run
near Harrodsburg and
whe was killed ar the
Battle of Blue Licks.
Judge Robert Trimble,
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Union
Warren

Washingron

Wayne

Webster

Whitley

Wolfe

Woodford

1811
1797

1792

1801

1860

1818

1860

1789

Henry,
Oldham

Henderson
Logan

Nelson

Cumberland,
Pulaski

Henderson,
Hopkins,
Union
Knox

Breathirt,
Morgan,
Owsley,

Powell
Fayette

Morganfield
Bowling
Green

Springfield

Monticello

Dixon

Williamshurg

Campton

Versailles

chief justice of the
Kentucky Court of
Appeals and later a judge
of the Supreme Courr.
Origin in doubr.

Gen. Joseph Warren,
who fought in the Bartle
of Bunker Hiil.

Pres. George
Washington.

Gen. Anthony Wayne, .
sometimes known as Mad
Anrhony, Revolutionary
War general and famed
Indian fighter.

Daniel Webster,

U5, senator from
Massachusetts.

Col. William Whitley,
Indian fighter, who
served under Gov.
Shelby in the War of
1812.

Nathaniel Wolfe,
Louisville attorney and
the first graduate of the
University of Virginia.
Gen. William Woodford,
a Virginian who fought
in the Revolurion. He
was taken by the British
in the Siege of Charles-
ton and imprisoned in
New York, where he
died.
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Kentucky’s Governors

Isaac Shelby: 1792-96 and 1812-16; of Lincoln Counry; native of Maryland; surveyor
and soldier; active in the American Revolution and frontier campaigns against the
Indians; counties in nine states named in his honor.

James Garrard: 1796-1800 and 1800-1804; of Bourbon County; born in Virginia;
Revolutionary War soldier; first to live in Governor's Mansion (today the residence of
~the lieutenant governor); only Kentucky governor to serve two full successive terms.

Christopher Greenup: 1804-08; of Mercer and Fayette counties: born in Virginia;
soldier; one of the first two Kentucky representatives in Congress after Kentucky
entered rhe Union; elected governor in 1804 without opposition.

Charles Scott: 1808-12; of Woodford County; bon in Virginia; soldier; officer in
Braddock expedition (1755); represented Woodford County in Virginia Assembly.

George Madison: 1816; of Franklin County; born in Virginia; Revolutionary War
soldier; Indian fighter; hero of War of 1812; captured at River Raisin; electex governor
in 1816 but died the same year.

Gabriel Slaughter: 1816-20; of Mercer County; born in Virginia; farmer; regimental
commander at Battle of New Orleans; twice lieutenant governor; became governor
upon Madison’s death.

John Adair: 1820-24; of Mercer County; born in South Carolina; Revolutionary War
soldier; fought in Indian wars; aide to Governor [saac Shelby in 1813 Bartle of the
Thames; elected 1o U.S. House of Representatives for one term, 1831-33.

Joseph Desha: 1824-28; of Mason County; born in Pennsylvania; soldier in Indian
campaigns; commander in Battle of the Thames (1813); state legislator; served in U.S.
House of Representatives, 1807-19.

Thomas Metcalfe: 1828-32; of Nicholas County; born in Virginia; stonemason;
nicknamed “Old Stonehammer”; soldier in the War of 1812; served ten years as U.S.
congressman and senator; died during cholera epidemic of 1855.

John Breathitt: 1832-34; of Logan County; born in Virginia; lawyer; previously served
in Kentucky legislature and as lieurenant governor: died in office after twa years.
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James Turner Morehead: 1834-36; of Logan County; as lieutenant governor succeeded
to the governorship in 1834 upon death of Breathitt; served two years; U.S. senator,
1841-47; political ally of Henry Clay, a fellow Whig.

James Clark: 1836-39; of Clark County; born in Virginia; served in Kentucky legisia-
ture; as judge, rendered decision that started Old and New Court tight; died in office in
1839.

Charles Anderson Wickliffe: 1839-40; of Nelson County; lawyer; six-term U.S.
congressman; became governor in 1839 upon death of Clark; postmaster general for

President John Tyler, 1841-45; grandfather of Governor J.C.W. Beckham.

Robert P. Letcher: 1840-44; of Mercer (later Garrard) County; Whig; born in Vir-
ginia; lawyer; served in state legislature and U.S. Congress; American minister {(ambas-

sador) to Mexico, 184952,

William Owsley: 1844-48; of Lincoln Counry; born in Virginia; Whig; lawyer; served
in state legislature; long service as justice of Kentucky Court of Appeals.

John Jordan Crittenden: 1848-50; of Woodford County; Whig; lawyer; saw service in
War of 1812 as aide to Shelby and was present ar Bactle of the Thames; resigned
governorship after two years to become U.S. artorney general; served total of twenty
years in U.S. Senate.

John L. Helm: 1850-51 and 1867; of Hardin County; succeeded Crittenden his first
term; elecred in his own right sixreen years later; state legislator; openly sympathertic to
Confederare cause.

Lazarus W. Powell: 1851-55; of Henderson County; Democratic lawyer; state legisla-
tor; U.S. Senator; favored Kentucky neutrality during Civil War.

Charles Slaughter Morehead: 1855-59; of Nelson County; lawyer; two-term Whig
mermber of Congress; elected governor on American (Know—Nothing} party ticket.

“Beriah Magoffin: 1859-62; of Mercer County; Democrat; lawyer; after being permitted
to name his successor as governor, resigned because of his Confederate sympathies.

James F. Robinson: 1862-63; of Scorr County; lawyer; Whig state senator, staunch
Unionist Democrat.

Thomas E. Bramlette: 1863-67; of Cumberland (now Clinton) County; lawyer and
circuit judge; commissioned in Union army.

John W. Stevenson: 1867-71; of Kenron County; born in Virginia; Demaocrat; as
lieutenanr govemnor, became governor upon Helm's death; U.S. senator, 1871-77.
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Preston H. Leslie: 1871-75; of Clinton County; Democrat; lawyer and srate legistatar;
accepted appointment in 1887 as governor of Montana Territory, where he died in

1507.

James Bennett McCreary: 1875-79 and 1911-15; of Madison County; Democrat;
lawyer; soldier with Generals Morgan and Breckinridge in Confederate service; served
eighteen years in U.S. House and Senate; first to occupy new Governor's Mansion

(1914).

Dr. Luke P. Blackburn: 1879-83; of Woodford County; Democrat; only physician ro
serve as Kentucky governor; volunteer in cholera and yellow fever epidemics in Ken-
tucky and throughout the South; prison reformer.

}. Proctor Knott: 1883-87; of Marion County; Democrat; lawyer, congressman, and
noted orator; attorney general of Missouri before returning to Kentucky in 1862; one of
- the framers of the present Kenrucky constitution.

Simon Bolivar Buckaer: 1887-91; of Hart County; Democrat; West Poinr instructor;
served in Mexican War and later with Confederacy; editor of Louisville Courier.

John Young Brown: 1891-95; of Hardin County; Democrat; lawyer and congressmary
his “three-year legistature” adjusted laws to the new constirution.

William O. Bradley: 1895-99; of Garrard County; lawyer; first Republican governor;
U.S. senator, 1909-14.

William 8. Taylor: 1899-1900; of Butler County; lawyer; Republican; Kentucky
attorney general; lost the governorship to William Goebel in a contest decided by the
legislature.

William Goebel: 1900; of Kenton County; born in Pennsylvania; Democratic lawyer;
state senator; declared governor after being shot by assassin on the ground of the Old
Capitol; only governor in U.S. history to die in office as result of assassination.

John Crepps Wickliffe Beckham: 1900-1903 and 1903-07; of Nelson County; Demo-
crat; lawyer and state legislator; Speaker of Kentucky House; elected lieutenant gover-
nor on Goebel ticket and succeeded to governorship upon his death; U.S. senator,
1915-21; grandson of Gavernor Charles Anderson Wickliffe.

Augustus E. Willson: 1907-11; of Jefferson County; born in Mason County; law
partner of John Marshall Harlan; five-time unsuccessful Republican nominee for U.S.
House or Senate.

Augustus Owsley Stanley: 1915-19: of Henderson County; born in Shelby County;
Demacrat; lawyer; served six terms in U.S. House; elected te U.S. Senate in 1918:
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resigned as governor in 1919; later chaired International Joint Commission to mediate
disputes arising along the U.S.-Canadian border.

James D. Black: 1919; of Knox County; Democratic lawyer; state legislator; assistant
attomney general of Kentucky; licutenant governor, succeeded Stanley as governor;
defeated for election (1919) in his own right.

Edwin Porch Morrow: 1919-23; of Pulaski County; Republican lawyer; soldier in
Spanish-American War; U.S. district attorney; nephew of Governor William O.
Bradley.

Williarﬁ J. Fields: 1923:27; of Carter County; a Democrat; resigned after almost
thirteen years in Congress to become govemnor; called “Honest Bill of Olive Hill.”

Flem D. Sampson: 1927-31; of Knox County; born in Laurel County; Republican
lawyer; circuit judge; chief justice of Kentucky Courr of Appeals.

Ruby Laffoon: 1931-35; of Hopkins County; Democratic lawyer; chairman of firse
Insurance Rating Board in Kentucky; Hopkins County Judge.

Albert Benjamin Chandler: 1935-39 and 1955-59; of Woodford County; born in
Henderson County; Democratic lawyer; state senator; lieutenant governor; U.S,
senator; commissioner of baseball; nicknamed “Happy.”

Keen Johnson: 1939-43; of Madison County; born in Lyon County; Democrat: pub-
lisher of Richmond Daily Register; lieutenant governor; became governor upon resigna-
tion of Chandler, who went to U.S. Senate; elected in own right that same year.

Simeon Willis: 1943-47; of Boyd County; born in Chio: lawyer; appointed to state
Court of Appeals; member of Republican National Committee.

Earle C. Clements: 1947-50; of Union County; Democrag; served in U.S. Army during
World War [; sheriff; county clerk; county judge; state senator; congressman; resigned
governorship in 1950 to assume seat in U.S. Senate.

Lawrence W. Wetherby: 1950-51 and 1951-55; of Jefferson Counry; Democrat; lawyer;
judge of Jefferson County Juvenile Court; lieutenant governor on Clements ticket;

became governor upon Clements'’s resignation; was elected to the office in his own
right in 1951.

Bert T. Combs: 1959-63; of Floyd County; born in Clay County; Demaocrat; served in
World War II; lawyer; judge of Kentucky Court of Appeals, 1951.55; judge of U.S.
Court of Appeals, sixth Circuit, 1967-70.

Edward (Ned} T. Breathitt, Jr.: 1963-67; of Christian County; lawyer; served in stare
legislature, 1952-58; later a railroad exccutive.
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Louie B. Nunn: 1967-71; of Barren County; Republican; lawyer; elected county judge
of Barren County; city attorney of Glasgow.

Wendell H. Ford: 1971-74; of Daviess County; Democrat; state senatar; lieutenant
governot; resigned governorship in 1974 to assume seat in U.5. Senate.

Julian M. Carroll: 1974-75 and 1975-79; of McCracken County; Democrat; member of
Kentucky House of Representatives, 1962-71; speaker of Kentucky House; licutenant
governor; became governor in 1974 upon resignation of Governor Ford; elected to the
office in his own right in 1975.

John Young Brown, Jr.: 1979-83; of Fayette County; attorney; successful business
executive (Kentucky Fried Chicken); involved in the ownership of professional sporrs
teams.

Martha Layne (Hall) Collins: 1983-87; of Shelby and Woodford counties; public
school teacher and home economist; a Demaocrat; elected clerk of Kentucky Court of
Appeals in 1975 and lieutenant governor four years later; first woman to be elected
governor of Kentucky.

Wallace Wilkinson: 1987-91; of Casevy and Faverte counties; Democrat; prominent
businessman. wud real cstare developor; westonmencal i revitalizadon of downtown
Lexington.

Brereton Jones: 1991- ; born in Ohio; of Woodfard Counry; Democrar; horse farm
owner; lieutenant governor.

M
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Harmmar, Josiah, 141

harness racing, 69

Harrison, Lowell H., 113-14

Harrison, William Henry, 141, 142-43

Harrod, James, 76, 89

Harrodshurg, 76, 242

Hart Councy, 223



Hatchet, The (publication), 197
Hatfield-McCoy feud, 164
Haw, James, 92
Hawes, Richard, 147
Hayes, Rutherford B., 206-7
Hays, William Shakespeare, 242
health care, 100, 123, 127-28, 297, 304
early surgery, 84
women physicians, 192
Heinrich, Anthony Philip, 238-39, 247
Helm, John L. {gov.), 87, 204, 324
hemp production, 109-11, 209
Henderson, H.AM_, 7285
Henderson, Richard, 76
Henderson (city}, 11, 128
Henderson County, 107, 223, 316
Henry, Josephine K., 193
Henry County, 233, 307, 316
~‘Heritage” {Still), 227
highways. See roads and highways
Hill, Mildred J. and Patry S., 245
Hill family (Louisville), 198
hilltopping (fox hunring), 63
Hindman Settlement School, 199, 224
history, as source for literature, 21920, 232,
236
Hodge, W.]., 102
Holley, Horace, 84
Home to Kentucky (Crabb), 232
“Honest Election Democrars,” 210
honor, code of, 155-60, 164-65
Hoover, Herbert, 264-65
Hopewell culture, 31
Hopkins, James F., 109
Hopkins County, 304, 316
Hopkinsville, 9, 128, 166, 171
hortse farms, architecture, 260-61
horse racing, 13, 69, 209, 297, 301-2
pari-mutuel gambling, 216
segregation of seating, 128
horses, thoroughbred, 13, 69, 260-61, 297,
301-2
hospitals
establishment by blacks, 123
founding by religious bodies, 100
segregation of, 127-28
Hounds on the Mountain (Sdll), 227
House of Representatives, state, 42
standing committees, 44-45
housing
coal mine towns, 261
construction, 62, 249.63
early settlements, 58-59, 248-53
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for former slaves, 257-58

racial discrimination, 130, 134

slave quarters, 112, 256
Huddleston, Walter “Dee,” 273
Humana, Inc.,, 179, 298-99, 304, i. 298
Hume, Edgar Erskine, 151
hunter-gatherers, prehistoric, 25-27, 32

illiteracy, 279, 285, 286, 287-88, 289, 295
Maoaonlight Schools for adults, 199
immigrants. See migration patterns
income
farm, 173
per person, 180-81, 268, 295
income tax, state, 182-83, 209
In Country {Mason), 233
Indians, 19
prehistoric, 8, 17-35
warfare with white settlers, 35, 76, 77,
136-41
“In Kentucky” (Mulligan), 217
insults, as violence rationale, 155, 159
Introduction 1o the Singing of Psalm-Tunes, An
{Tufts), 239
investment, foreign, in state, 182, 295, 302,
Iroquois Indians, 19
Iwalianate archirecture, 259-60, il. 259

Jack and the Wonder Beans (Still), 228

Jackson, Andrew, 7

Jackson Purchase, 2, 6, 7-9

Japan. See also Toyora automobile plant
economic relations to state, 295, 302

jazz, 242-43

Jefferson, Thomas, 80

Jefferson County, 3, 78, 268, 296, 316

Jeftersonian Republicans, 79-80

Jeffries, Kevin, 173-74

Jewish Community Center Qrchestra, 246

Jewish Hospital {Louisville), 100

jobs. See employment; unemployment

Johnson, George W, 145

Johnson, Keen {gav.}, 267, 326

Johnson, Lyman T., 131-33, il. 131

Johnson, Lyndon, 270, 271

Johnson, Thomas, Jr., 220

Johnson, William S., 153

Johnston, Alberr Sidney, 146

Johnstor, Annie Fellows, 223, 237

Jones, Brereton {gov.}, 327

Jones, David, 299

Jones, Gayle, 235

“foy™ toader (coal mining), 15
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Judaism, 97
judges, 49
appointment, 37, 47
[9th-century, 156-57
judicial branch, 40. See also court system
1975 reorganization, 41, 48-49, 54.55
jury, 19th-century, 156
justice system, 19th-century, 155-60
juvenile court system, 198

Keen, Sanford, 239

Kemner, Peggy, 200

Kennedy, John F., 270

Kentuckians, The (Giles), 228

Kentuckians for the Commonwealth (KFTCY,
299, 307, 308

Kentucky Abolition Society (KAS), 114-15

Kentucky Academy, 278

Kentucky Active Militia, 150

Kentucky Anti-Slavery Society, 115

Kentucky “Bend,” 2

Kentucky Cardinal (Allen), 222

Kentucky Colonization Society (KCS), 114-15

Kentucky Committee for Mothers and Babies,
201

Kentucky Council of Churches, 101, 103

Kentucky County, creation of, 78

Kentucky Dam construction, 267

Kentucky Derby, 46, 69, 297, il. 69

Kentucky Educational Television (KET), 45,
271, 308

Kentucky Education Association, 199

Kentucky Equal Rights Association (KERA),
189, 193-96

Kentucky Fried Chicken, 244, 304

Kenrucky Geological Survey, 206

Kentucky Horse Park, 13

Kentucky Is My Land {Stuart), 225

Kentucky Jockey Club, 216, 218

Kenrucky Junior Historical Society, 31

Kéntucky Labor Cabiner, 181

Kentucky Lake, 4, 7

Kentucky Lecture Bureau {1889}, 189

Kentucky Literacy Commission, 199

Kenuucky Miscellany, The (Johnson), 220

Kentucky Opera, 245

Kentucky Parole Board, 47

Kentucky Resolutions, 80, 85

Kentucky Resources Council, 307

Kentucky Srare College for Negroes.
See Kentucky Stare Universiry

Kentucky State Data Center, 296

Kentucky State Fair, 68

Kentucky State Guard, 149. See aiso
National Guard, Kentucky
Kentucky State Penitentiary, 207-8
Kentucky Srate Police, 268
Kentucky State University, 129, 131
Kentucky Stories (Porter), 235
Kentucky Wesleyan College, 198
Kentucky Woman Suffrage Association
(KW5A), 188
killings. See also assassinations
contemporary, 168-6%
in 19th century, 155-61

Kimmel, Hushand, 151

King, Martin Luther, Jr., 102

King, Robert, 244

Kingsolver, Barbara, 235

Kirby Smith, Edmund, 147

Kitty League (baseball), 73

Knifley, 228

Knobs, the, 12

Knotr, | Proctor (gov.), 207, 208, 325
Knote County, 224, 227, 317
Know-Nothing {American) party, 88
Korean War, 152

Laffoon, Ruby {gov.}, 265, 326
Lake Barkley (Cumberland River, 4, 8
Lake Curmnberland, 4
lakes
creation through dam construction, 4, 7
formation during Ice Age, 25
lance points, prehistoric, 25
land, 171, 177, 206
grants to finance education, 278-79
ownership claims, 78-79
specularion, 83, 209
Land Between the Lakes, 10, 271
L & N. See Louisville & Nashville Raitroad
Late Prehistoric period, 23, 32-35, table 24
Laurel County, 67, 299, 317
law enforcement, 19th-cenrury, 156, 157
Lawrenceburg, 165
Lebanon, 94, 188, 231
Lee, Mother Ann, 96, 99
Legislative Research Commission {LRC), 42,
268 i
legislature. See General Assembly
Lend-A-Hand Center, 200
Leslie, Preston H. (gov.), 206, 325
Leslie County, 200, 201
Letcher, Robert Perkins (gov.), 86, 324
Lewis, Oliver, 69
Lexington, 13, 66, 69, 97-98, 198, 279, 299



early singing schools, 238
performing arts centers, 246-47
segregation and desegregation, 126, 128,
134
theater organizations, 24142
women'’s suffrage movement, 187-88,
194-95
Lexington Ballet, 246
Lexington Herald (newspaper), 194-95
Lexington Herald-Leader (newspaper), 308
Lexington Phitharmonic Orchestra, 244
libraries, segregation of, 127
limestone, 9, 253
Lincoln, Abraham, 1, 145, 221
Lincoln, Thomas, 92
Lincoln County, 5, 69, 78, 317
literature, 219-37
Litsey, Edwin Carlile, 231-32
Litsey, Sarah, 232
Litile Colonel, The (Johnston), 223
Littde Shepherd of Kingdom Come, The
(Fox), 222, 234
little theater movement, 241
Livingston County, 230, 317
Lloyd, Alice, 199
Lloyd, John Uri, 223, 237
Logan, Benjamin, 137, 140
Logan, Boone, 164
Logan, M.M., 266
Logan County, 66, 95-96, 97
log dwelling construction, 248-53
“Log House, The” (Heinrich), 239
London (Laurel County), 299
Long Legged House, The (Berry), 233
Lonz Power {Weir), 64
lottery, state, 275, 306
Louisville, 13, 57, 69, 209, 236, 298-99
“Bloody Monday” riot, 88, 98
industry, 171, 178-79
19605 violence, 271
park and playground system, 70-71
performing arts centers, 246
religion, 97-98, 100
segregation and desegregation, 126, 178,
134
settlement houses, 198
slavery, 107-8
theater organizations, 241-42
wornen’s suffrage movement, 188-89
Louisville & Nashville Railroad (1. & N},
204, 206, 209, 210, 218, 299
Louisville Area Interchurch Organization for
Service, 102
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Louisville Churchmen’s Federation, 216

Louisville Civic Ballet, 246

Louisvilie Courier-fournal {newspaper), 187,
191, 242, 275, 305, 308

Louisville Medical Depot, 150

Louisville Orchestra, 244, 246

Louisville Residential Segregation Ordinance,
130

Louisville School of Pharmacy, 18¢

“Louisville Slugger,” 73-74

Louisville Youth Orchestra, 245

Love Life {Mason), 233

Lovings, Nelson, 97

lumber, 174, 175, 258-59, 302

Lutheran Church, 97

Luvisi, Lee, 245

lynchings, 125, 130, 216

Lyon County, 166, 318

Lyth, John, 92

McAfee’s Station, 277
McChord, William, 147
McClanahan, Ed, 235-36
McCreary, James B. (gov.), 207, 213, 325
McKinney, “Wildeat” ok~ 17778
Madison, George {gov.}, 84, 323
Madison County Equal Rights Associarion
{1879, 187
Madisonville, 11, 235, 246, 304
Magoffin, Beriah (gov.), 88-89, 324
Mammoth Cave, 9-10, 20, 21
Mammoth Cave Narional Park, 71, i. 9
manufacturing, 47, 182, 275, 295
diversification, 170-72
regional, 8, 12, 13, 15
Man with a Bull-Tongue Plow (Stuart), 225,
234
marriage
bride's age of consent, 192
desertions and divorce, 65, 186, 187, 798
interracial, 129-30
weddings, 64-65
married women's property bill, 192
Marshall, Humphrey, 81
martial law, Civil War era, 147, 203
Martin, John, 163
Mason, Bobbie Ann, 233, 239, 236, 237
Mason County, 20, 282, 318-19
May, lohn, 277
Mavfield, 233
Mercer County, 66, 97, 99, 319
Merrill, Boynton, 236
Merton, Thomas, 102, 228-29, 237
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Metcatfe, Thomas {gov.), 85, 323
Methodist Church, 92-93, 96, 98, 100, 103
Mexican War, 86-87, 143-44
microscopic identification method,
archaeclogy, 22-23
Middlesboro, 13
migration patterns, 56-57, 77, 89, 268, 294-95
military service
Civil War, 120, 137, 144-48
Korean War, [52
Mexican War, 143
Persian Guif War, 153
Revolutionary War, 136-41
Spanish-American War, 149
Vietnam War, 152-53
War of 1812, 141
World War I, 136, 149-50, 287
World War 11, £36, 151, 267
mititia, 604
use in civil disturbances, 163-64, 205,
212, figure 162
wartime service, 136-41, 143, 149, 150
Miller, Jim Wayne, 236
Miller, Tipton A., 128
miners, coal. See coal mining
Minimum Foundation Act (education), 269
Mississippian culture, 32-34, 91
Monroe, Bill, 244
Moody, Dwight, 100-101
Moonlight Scheals, 199
Marehead, Charles Slaughter, 88, 324
Morehead, James Tumer (gov.), 86, 324
Morgan, John Hunt, 146
Mormon Church, 97
Morrow, Edwin P. (gov.}, 213, 215-16, 326
Morton, Thrusten B., 269-70
Mathering on Perilous (Furman), 223
mounds, prehistoric, 8, 19-20, 30, 33
Mountain Path (Amow}, 229
Mountains region. See Appalachian Kentucky
"Mowbray and Robinson Lumber Company,
175
Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch (Rice), 223
Mud Creck Clinic, 200-201
Mulligan, James H., 217, 221
Mundy, Sue. See Clarke, Marcellus Jerome
Murphy, Louise, 235
Murray, 52, 231, 272
Murray, William, 81
Murray State University, 31
tusic, 59, 238-40, 245
bluegrass, 244
education, 239-40, 247

folk and country, 243
jazz, 242-43
Shaker, 240

nails, machine-made, 258

Nation, Carry, 197

National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), 130, 133-34

National Conference of Christians and Jews,
10i-2

Narional Guard, Kentucky. See also milicia

use in state disturbances, 271
- wartime service; 149.54

National Processing Center, 178

National Republican party, 85

National Scouting Museum, 272

Native Americans. See Indians

natural gas production, 177

Natural Man, The {McClanahan), 236

Negro Qutlook Committee, 130

Neighborhood Sertlement House, 198

Nelson, Nels C., 21

Neville, Linda, 199.200

New Court contraversy, §2-84

New Deal programs, 266

“New Departure” Democraté', 203, 209

“New Lights” {Presbyterians), 96

New Madrid “Bend,” 2

New Orleans, Battle of, 143

Newport, 171. See also “Golden Triangle”

newspapers, 19%, 275, 303, 308

suffrage coverage, 187, 188, 191

Nicholas, George, 81

Nicholas County, 235, 319

Nichols Hospital, wartime use, 150

Night Comes to the Cumberlands (Caudill),
270, 308

Night Rider (Warren), 230, 234

“night riders” {tobacco wars), 166-68

Nineteenth Amendment (U.S.), 19596, 214,
216

Nixon, Richard, 271

No Land Where I Have Traveled (English), 236

Non-Importation {of slaves} Law, 106-7,
115-16

normal (teachers') colleges, 218, 279-80, 286

Norman, Gumey, 235

Norman, Marsha, 236, 237

Northern Kentucky University, 299

notarion system, music, 239-40

aullification principle, 80, 85

Nunn, Louie B. (gov.), 271, 274, 327

nurse practitioner, family, 200



Obenchain, Lida Calvert, 190-91
“Ode to the Confederate Dead” (Tate), 225
Ogden, Benjamin, 92
Oh, Kentucky! (Receveur), 220
(O’Hara, Theodore, 220-21
Ohio River, 2, 4, 56, 177

flood of 1937, 266

during Ice Age, 25
oil embargo, 1973, 273
oil production, 177
Old Court-New Court controversy, §2-84
Oldham Counzy, 83, 107, 173, 223, 237, 320
“Old Lights” (Presbyterians), 96
Old State Capirol, 248
Olympian Springs, 67
“On the Hill" (Roberts), 225
orchestral organizaricns, 244-45
orphan homes, 123, 127
outbuildings, construction, 254, 256
out-migration, 268, 294-95
Owensboro, 11, 171, 174, 246
Owensboro Symphony Orchestra, 245
Owensboro Youth Orchescra, 243
Owsley, William {gov.}, 86, 324

Paducah, 5, 8, 172, 179, 224, 237
suffrage movement, 188, 195
Paducah Symphony Orchestra, 245
Paintsville, 246
Paleoindian period, 23, 25-27, wble 24
Palladian windows, use on horse barns, 261
panics, financial, 83, 86, 206
pardons, 47, 157-58, 207-8, 216
issued to ex-Confederares, 203
pari-mutuel gambling, 216
parks, recreational, 70-71, 128, 198
parole system, 19th-century lack, [57
Passerman's Hollow (Stuasgr), 227
pay {wages)
teachers, 280, 283
women’s right to, 186, 192
Peace at Bowling Green (Crabb), 232
pen houses, architecture, 249-53
penitentiary, 19th-century, 158, 207-8
Pennyroyal region, 7-8, 9
performing arts centers, 244-47
performing arcs, 238-47
Perkins, Carl [7., 270
Perryville, Battle of, 147, 148
Persian Gulf War, 153-54
petit jury, 19th-cencury, 156
Pertit, Katherine, 199
piano manufacturing, 238
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pie socials, 65
Pine Mountain Settlement School, 199
Piqua, Ohio (as Shawnee town), 139
Pisgah, 278
place name sources, 5
plants, prehistoric food use, 28, 30, 32
play, 19th-century, combined with wodk,
62-64
playgrounds, 70-71, {28, 198
Pleasant Hill Shaker Communicy, $6-97, 99,
103, 240
Plymouth Settlement House, 198
police, 19th-century, 156
political parties, 49-51, 81, 85-87, 88,
See also individual parties
politics, 36-55, 203-18, 307
17921816, 79-92
1816-1850, 82-87
1830-1860, 88-89
post-Civil War, 203-8
post-World War 1L, 267-70
1960s-1980s, 270-76
Pollard, Madeline, 191
pollution, 12, 15, 297, 299, 307
population, 56-58, 82, 268, 295.96
“Golden Triungle,” 12413
prehistoric, 27, 18
slave, 106-7, 110
Porter, joe Ashby, 235
post and beam construction, 253
potassium nitrate (saltpeter), 10
pottery, prehistoric, 29, 33, 34
poverty, 200, 296, 297
Powell, Lazarus Whitehall {gov.), 88, 324
power plants, coal-burning, 176
Powers, Georgia, 201-2
precipitation, annual, 2-3
prehistoric people, 8, 17-35. See also Indians
Presbyterian Church, 92, 96, 98, 102
Prichard, Edward F., Jr., 275
Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence,
275, 307
Procrar, Larkin J., 282
Progressive reform movement, 212
prohibition, 193, 197, 212
as polirical issue, 212, 213, 218
projectile points, prehistoric, 25, 27
property
slaves viewed as, 111-12
waormen's rights, 186, 192-93
property tax, 183
education levy, 784, 286
reform atremprs, 207-8, 213, 218
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prosecuting {commonwealth’s) attorneys,
19th-century, 157
public instruction, superintendent of
election of, 288, 306
office holders, 279, 280, 283-84, 185,
286, 290
publishing, music, 242
Puckett, Edwin L., 151

Quantrill, Wiltiam Clark, 147
(Quare Woman, The (Furman), 223
quarry sites, prehistoric, 26, 28
Quicksand (logging town), 175
quilting, 62, 250 S

race relations, 122-35
raitroads, 178, 205
influence on architecture, 257
regulation proposals, 209, 210, 300
segregation of coaches, 128, 130, 194
Reagan, Ronald, 274
Receveur, Betty Layman, 220
reclamation, strip mining, 11-12, 15
recreation, 4, 56, 62-75
Red Mile racetrack, 13, 69
Red River Valley, dam construction, 273
Reed, B.F., 304
reels {dancing), 62
Reese, Pee Wee, 74
reform, women’s efforts for, 185-202
religion, 91-104
freedom of, 39-40
post-Civil War hlack churches, 123-24
prehistoric ritual patrerns, 23, 26, 29-31,
32,33.34, 91
“Traveling Church,” 78, 92
Republican party, 50-51, 53, 88, 271, 307
national offices, 269-70
post-Civil War politics, 204-18
resort parks, Mountains region, 16
resorts, 19th-century, 66-67
Rest of the Dyeam, The: The Black Odyssey of
Lyman Johnson (Hall}, 132-33
revivals, religicus, 94-97, 100-101
Revolutionary War, 136-41
Rhea, Thomas S., 265
ribbons, as movement identifiers, 185, 189
Rice, Alice, 223
Rice, David, 92, 114
Rice, Nathan, 97
Richmond, James H., 290
rights. See also civil righes
wornen's struggle for, 87, 185-96

Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government *"
{Davis), 221
titual/religious patterns, prehiscoric, 23, 26,
29-31, 32, 33-34, 91
River of Earth {Suill), 227
riverports, operational, 178
River Raisin, Battle of, 142
roads and highways, 15, 178, 179
construction, 271, 287-88
as patronage source, 217, 266
influence on education, 287-88
roadside businesses, architecture, 261-62
Roberts, Elizabeth Madox, 220, 224-25, 237,
il. 225
Robinson, James F. (gov.), 146, 324
Rabinson, John, jr., 270
Robinson, Stuart, 98
robotics, at National Scouting Museum, 272
rock fences, 253
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 265
Rowan County, 163-64, 199, 320
“Run for the Elbertas” (Still), 228
rural areas
ernigration to urban areas, 37
influence on 1891 constitution, 38
influence on liverature, 225
racial segregation, 125-26
Russell County, 4, 321

saddlebag log houses, 251-52, 256, ils. 252
St. Clair, Arther, 141
St. Jaseph’s Carhedral {Bardstown), 94
St. Thomas Seminary, 94
sales rax, 182, 265, 270, 271, 273, 275
saltpeter {potassium nitrate), 10 .
Sampson, Flem . (gov.}, 217, 264, 326
saw, circular, 258
school districts, 284, 286
trustee power, 281, 285
woman suffrage in trustee elections,
185.86, 194, 213
schaools, 193, 280, 286. See alse
education; teachers .
attendance [aws, 198, 208, 213, 218,
286-87
buildings and classrooms, 279, 283, 286,
ils. 285, 287
froatier years, 59, 277-79
normal instirutions, 218, 279-80, 286
public system development, 86, 280-87
segregation, 123, 126-27, 128-29, 133,
292
term lengths, 278, 281, 283
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State Street Baptist Church {Bowling Green),
97

“stay laws,” following Panic of 1819, 83

Steamboat Round the Bend (Burman), 232

Stevenson, John W. {gov.), 204-5, 206, 325

Stewart, Albert, 235

Stewart, Cora Wilson, 199, il. 199

Seill, James, 227-28

stock barn construction, 260

Stone, Barton Warren, 95-96

Stone, Lucy, 186, 189

Stone, May, 199

stone artifacts, 18, 26, 28

stone construction, 58-39, 253

Stones for Bread (Litsey), 232

Storm’s Eye, The {Boone), 236

Stovall, Thelma, 274

Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 221

stratigraphy, prehistoric sites, 21, figure 20

streercars, desegregation of, [26

Stringtown on the Pike (Lloyd), 223

strip mining. See coal mining

Stuart, Jane, 227

Stuart, Jesse, 225-27, 234, 237

Stumba, Grady, 274

suburbs, development of, 257, 261

suffrage movement. See women’s suffrage

sulfur content, coal, 297, 301

Sullivan Law, 286-87

summer theater, 241-42

Supreme Court, Kentucky, 48-49

on efficient education provision in

constitution, 292-93

Supreme Court, U.S., Kentuckians as
members, 206-7, 268

surveys, land, 78

Susan B. Anthony (19th) Amendment (U.S.),
195-96, 214, 216

Swope, King, 266

Syncopated, Inc. (dance company), 246

Taps for Private Tussie (Stuart), 226, 234
Tate, Allen, 225
Tate, James W. {“Honest Dick™), 38
Tater Day Fair (Benton), 68
taxation, 172, 182-83, 273. See also
property tax; sales tax
reforms, 207-9, 213
resistance to school tax levies, 280, 283,
285
and women’s tights, 186, 190-91
Taylor, John D)., 282
Taylor, William S (gov.), 162, 210-11, 325

teachers, 279-80, 283, 286
bullying of, 278, 283
certification, 278, 280, 283, 287
normal colleges, 218, 279-80, 286
salaries, 280, 283
Tecumseh (Indian), 143
teenage pregnancy, 296
television
Calloway County High Schoof, 309
KET, 45, 271, 308
political campaigns, 307
temperance movement, 189, 197, See also
prohibition
Templin, Terah, 92
tenant facmers, blacks as, 125-26
Tennesee River {Kentucky Lake), 4, 7
Tennesee Valley Authority (TVA)
Land Between the Lakes, 10
rextbooks, 273, 278, 286
textile manufacrure, 301
Thames, Battle of, 143, il. 142
theater, 241-42
There Was a Lady (Litsey), 232
Thirteenth Amendment (U.S.), 120, 123
38ch Division, National Guard, 149, 150
Thompsan, William, 238 :
thoroughbred horse industry, 13, 69, 26067
297, 301-2
Thread That Runs So True, The {Stuart),
226, 134
Three Springs, 223
Tiger Death March, 152
timmber frame construction, 253, 256
timber production, 12, 174-75
expore of, 182, 302
Time of Man, The (Raberts), 224
Tippecanoe, Battle of, 141
tobacco producrion, 9, 12, 170, 172-73, . 11
barn construction, 260
health hazard effects, 276, 297
during 1870s and 1880s, 206, 209 -
tobacco wars, 165-68, 209, 211-12, 230
Todd, Lec, 304-5
Todd Counry. 107, 225, 230, 321
Tolliver, Craig, 164
Tolliver, Floyd, 163
tools, prehiscaric, 22-23, 26
tourism, 9, 10, 15, 179-80, 302
Toyora automohile plant, 13, 47, 275, 302,
il 302
economic role, 171, 182, 295
T-plan archirectare, 259, 260, ils. 258, 259
trachomu (eve Jisease), 199



school supplies, 283, 2835
Scott, Charles {gov.}, 81, 140, 323
Scott, Robert Wilmot, 108-9
Scott County, 171, 321
Scottsville, 179
Sea Within, The {(Murphy}, 235
Schastian, Benjamin, 80
secession, as state issue, 80, 88, 8%, 105
Seedtime on the Cumberland { Amow), 230
segregation, racial, 1259-35, 258, 268, 292
self-defense rule, 19th-century, 157, 160-61
Semaones, Charles, 235
Senate, state, 42 .
election to under 1792 and 1796
constitutions, 37
Georgia Powers elected to, 201-2
standing committees, 44
Senate, U.S., election 1o, 209-10, 212
Seneca Falls Convention (1848}, 186
‘Separate Coach Law, 128, 130, 194
scrvice industries, 178-79
Seven-Storey Mountain, The (Merton), 228-29
shaft {coal) mining, 11
Shaker communities, 96-97, 99
mausic and dance, 240, 247
Shakertown Roundiable, 307
Shawnee Indians, 19, 138, 139
Shelby, Isaac (gov.), 79-80, 142-43, 323
shell mounds, 22, 28
Sherburne, James, 235
sheriffs, 19th-century, 156
Shiloh, Battle of, 146
Shiloh and Other Stories (Mason), 233
shivaree (wedding custom), 60-61, 65
shopping centers, 178
shotgun architecrural style, 258, ils. 258
showboat productions, 67
side-passage buildings, 25455
Sign of Jonas, The (Merton), 229
silver, free coinage, 209
singing schools, 238, 239.40, 247
single mothers, 296
single pen house construction, 251, ils. 249
sinkholes, surface, 9
“sin taxes,” on liquor and robacco, 266
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, 100
Sisters of Loretto, 100
Slaughter, Gabriel (gov.), 82, 323
slavery, 57, 105-21
code of 1798, 111-12
controversy following Mexican War,
86-87, 88-89
recognition under 1796 and 1850
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constitutions, 37-38, 86, 117-18
as religious issue, 98
Slavery Inconsistent with Justice and Good Policy
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